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TO TBI 



RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HOBART, 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIAL DEPARTMENT, ^c.Hc.lic.^c. 



MY LORD^ Brompton, March 1804. 

T N the month of April, 1 802, your Lordship did me the honour to 

•*• intimate your intention of suggesting me for a situation at the 

head of the Government in Trinidad. On the 27th of May, 

Mr. Canning in the House of Commons, moved an Address to Iiissee motion of 

Majesty respedling the cultivation of that valuable Settlement. Ud ^cW 

The declaration made by Mr. Addington on that occasion, displayed i^li^p?^riJIf» 
an enlightened and enlarged attention, on the part of Ministers, to theg^jj^jy^g^-^^^ 
particular interests of the Island, and to the general improvement of i«o*. 
colonial regulations ; of course I felt gratified in the expedlation of 
proving myself a useful instrument for carrying into effedl the im- 
portant obje<fts of inspjedion and report, which the Trinidad Com* 
mission of Government was intended to accomplish. 

Immediately after the dissolution of Parliament, I had the honour 
of being gazetted for the employment in question ; at the same time, 
the late Gfovemor was named Second in the Commission, and left in 
the exclusive command of the military foroe. Commodore Hood was 
included as our co-adjutor : his high professional charadler, and the 
assurances which I received from mutual friends, of his honourable 
principles, gave me the most sanguine expectations of his cordial co- 
operation in the execution of His Majesty's Commands. 

Conceiving that the office of Commissioner was not comprehended 
under the Statute of Queen Anne, excluding Governors and Lieutenant- 
Governors from seats in the House of Commons, I did not hesitate to 
accept the situation. But, on the day of election for the County of 
Ayr, ivhich I had represented by unanimous suffrage in the pre- 
ceding Parliament, I expressly declared in the public meeting, that 
my obligations to the voters and inhabitants of Ayrshire^ would make 
I . B me 
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me resign the nomination rather than cease to represent the 
County*. The freeholders, in the most gratifying manner, approved 
of my having accepted the appointment as First Commissioner of 
Government in Trinidad, and unapimously re-ele(fted me, which I 
had the honour of stating to your Lordship next day. 

After my return to London in September 1802, I had the greatest 

satisfa6lion ra yeo^ivittg tho Kinj;*f iostn¥^ions fionr your Lordship. 

They appeared to breathe a spirit of liberality, wisdom, and detail 

attention to the colonial interests, which could not fail to promote the 

external relations and internal proaj^erity of Trinidad.; pro.vided tl\Q 

Commissioners performed their duties with zeal,' co-operation, and 

j^ ArtjciMof obedience to these instru<Siions, and adhered to the articles of capitu- 

rantedbysir latiou granted to the Colony bv §ir Ralph Abercromby, whose pri- 

crJlSby'^toTri- vate virtues and abilities in civil regulations, were no less distin- 

'*'*****• guished than his eminent talents as a Commander. 

The appointn^ent of Colonel Rutherford also, as Surveyor-Gejieral 
of the Island, with Major Williamson, Messrs. Vargas, Mackenzie 
%ad Chfiatiei, a* bif A^i^^t^, eonvinood me that the important tmw 
siof s6 of topogta^ical insf e^on would ^ eifipiently performed^ 

Mr. Addes^'ft jiQWinatiQn 9S . Provost Marshal, gave me the 
sti^ngQst MpeSatioto of an aU^ oiyl zealous discharge of all the 
duties cQon^ed with the superintendance and regulations of police. 

To these was add^ Mn. Woodyear^ as Public Secretary o£.the 
CoffunissioDt 

His Mftjeaty's ship Ulyaa^ was destin^ to convey the persons 
attached to the CcHninassioni and to the Surveyor-Generars. De--. 
partment $ Captaria Cotumbine was sdbfted to command that ship, 
accompanied by two tenders, and to be employed on the naval 
surveys and report. In addition to a very high charadler for. 
talents and general ability. Captain Columbine stood so eminently 
distinguished for his superior powers aa a draftsman, and nautical ob^^ 
server, that it would have been h«xlly praAicable to find an ofl&cer 
_>^_^ possessing more appropriate qualities for the sitoation. 

^iyH^iUyi On the aOth of £lMwnlMr, the Ulysses and two armed brigs, the 

Advice and Express^ sailed from Portsmouth, with all the persona. 
conne<9)ed with the Commission^ except Commodore Hood, whose, 
departure unfortunately was delayed in consequence of arrapgements^, 
arising from the hostile appearance of affairs with Frwce. 

Your Lordship will recolle<ft, that on my receiving intimation from^ 

Commodore Hood that he was detained on public service, and pre- 

^ vented from sailing on board of the Ulysses, I wrote immediately to. 

* Colonel Follarton wrote a letter, officially relinqutihing the appointment of First' 
ComiQtsfioaer, if it sbookl intorfere with lu» re-^ieAMw. 

him. 
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hiro fend to Mr. SrffKvian, hifbfniing fhem that I had Edified to embark 
tntil I should recefhrte your Loi^hip*s farther orders ; aBd expressiTig 
extreme fdudVaitce to proceed to IVinidad, or to ope?n *he Commis- 
sion in that Island, tvithout the personal presence and co-operation 
of Comhiodore Hood. We had perused together, the Instruc- 
tions at your LoVdship'^ Office, and I had observed with great satis- 
fatflion, his entire toncurrence, iti expressing the strongest senti- 
ments of approbation, and his earnest wishes to carry the letter and 
spirit of your orders into f\A\ (efFe<?l. 

Nothing less than these indicattions of coinciding sentiments, could 
have encouraged tne to undertake a task «o delicate and arduous ; Go- 
vemor Pi6lx>n having been at^poitited to remain Second Commissioner, 
with unrestrained .power as 'Mflitary Cornmandant, and possessmg all 
the inflv^tfce and means of cCunteracftion arising from six years of ab- 
solute and Undivided authority, during which period he had nominatcfd 
to their situations almost all the official persons in the Island. 

A letter from Mr. SulMvan communicated your (Lordship'iJ direc- 
tions, that we should not wait for Commodore Hood, birt sail for 
Barbadoes, fTnd from Aence to Trinidad, in order to open the Com- 
ikiission, and dispatch the bushiesa of it without delay. After an- 
choring at Madeira and Teneriffc, we reached Bridgetown, in Bar- 
badoes, on the 21st of December. There we had the satisfaction of 
finding Commodore Hood on board His Mjgesty*s ship Kenheim*. 
Unfortunately, as I then conceived, he jtrdged it impossible for iiim to 
accompany us to Trinidad ; and after remaining some time at Bridge- 
town, .we were under the necessity of proceeding in the Ulysses, with 
assurances from the Commodore that he would foHow as soon as hie 
naval duties would permit. 

We arrived in the Gulf of Paria, off the Pwt of Spain, the 
3d of January 1803, after a voyage of two months, during which we 
received the most gratifying attentions and civilities from Captain 
Columbine, and from every officer under his command. The unani- 
inity and harmony which prevailed among the officers and ship's 
company, with the numerous passengers* Gonne6^ed with the Com- 
mission, and their attendants, have never been surpassed on any occa- 
sion ; and without any interruption whatever, except from some impro- 

* Commodore Hood suggested the idea of Colonel Fullarton^s gcmg on board the 
Blenheim, and leaving the Ulysses to proceed with the other Gentlemen to Trinidad ; but 
whether it was meant that he should reikiaiti tmtil the Connnodore was likewise read/ for 
departure, was not explained y as Colonel FoJlarton immediately declined the proposal, ccm- 
ceiving it would be highly disrespedful to Captain Columbine. This incident, although 
apparently trivial, is noticed, because it has been hinted that Conunodore Hood had taken 
some offence at Colonel Fullarton*s refusing to quit the Ulys 
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prieties on the part of Mr. Woodyear. These circmmtances are men-» 
tioned, my Lord, because that Gentleman ventured in the month of 
April, during my absence from the Port of Spain, to enter on the Mi- 
nutes of Council, very flagrant mistatements, contradi6led by every 
Gentleman who sailed on board the ship, and afterwards retradled, 
and apologized for, by Mr. Woodyear himself, as will appear by the 
particulars of his examination on the Minutes of Council in the month 
of July last. 

On the 4th of January I landed from His Majesty's ship Ulysses, 
at the Port of Spain, and was received on shore by the General with 
great politeness and attention. All descriptions of civil and military 
persons waited on me, and I took the oaths and my seat in Council, 
and in the Cabildo, or Municipal Tribunal. 

I9 addressing these public bodies, I felt it my duty to express my 
earnest desire to co-operate with Brigadier-Greneral Pidlon, and with 
Commodore Hood, as soon as he should arrive, and with all classes of 
the community, in order to carry into full efFe6t the wise, liberal and 
enlightened instru6liohs, under which the Commissioners were di- 
re<3ed to adl for. the fiature welfare and, prosperity of the Colony. 

Among many other Gentlemen, Mr. Adderley was standing at my 
side when I stated these sentiments. 

Next day, both he and I were much surprized to observe in the 
Trinidad newspaper, published by Mr. Gallagher, an account of my 
reception, and of my speech on the occasion ; in which I was repre- 
sented to have bestowed unqualified praise and approbation on all the 
proceedings under General Pidlon's government, not only in my own 
name, but in the name of His Majesty's Ministers. 

Being unwilling to give offence to General Pi6ton by a public con- 
tradidlion of this gross mistatement, and no less averse from allowing 
it to be imposed on Ministers as having really been pronounced by 
me, I requested Mr. Adderley, as a witness of what I adlually had 
said, to inforrn Lord Hobart, that I had neither presumed to say one 
word in the name of Ministers, from whom I had no authority upon 
the subjeift, nor had I in my own name expressed any praise of trans-, 
adlions with which I was totally unacquainted : but that I had in the 
strongest terms declared the principles of conciliation and of co- 
operation with which I resolved to a6l. * 

On the 6th of January, Mr. Gloster and Mr. Woodyear urged me 
to concur in a Proclamation, declariflg that all laws, usages and em- 
ployments should continue in full force. 

As the objedt stated was to quiet the minds of the inhabitants, by re- 
moving any apprehensions of innovations and supersessions, I did not 
obje6l to the measure, which they seemed to have very eagerly at 
heart. The Proclaniation was prepared, and ordered to be printed. 

After 
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After it was in the Printer^s bands, however, it occurred to me, that 
there would be a marked impropriety in hastily promulgating such a 
jpublic aft, without previously communicating its contents to Commo- 
dore Hood, who was then absent at Barbadoes. Under this impres- 
sion, I sent the Assistant Secretary of the Commission, Mr. Burke, 
lo Mr. Gallagher* ne^ct morning at six 9*clock, to desire that he 
would not on any account issue the Proclamation, but bring me the 
proof-sheet as soon as it was ready. He returned for answer, that he 
would wait on me with the proof-sheet at eight o*clock.. Instead of 
coming, however, at the hour appointed, I was much surprized to learn 
that the Proclamation was placaraed all over the town, Mr. Gallagher 
was immediately reprimanded for disobeying a positive order, and for 

Printing off a public document without shewing m? the proof-sheet, 
then diredled him without delay to pull down all the Proclamations, 
and to deliver them to me. » 

This he faithfully performed, and apologized for having disobeyed 
my instructions respe6ling the proof-sheet, by assuring me tnat 
Mr. Woody ear had given him a counter-order, and had diredled 
him to publish the Proclamation at all events ; adding, that he was 
Public Secretary, to whom Mr. Gallagher and all others must apply 
for instru6lions and for payment. In order to prevent a repetition of 
such cpuntera6lion on the part of Mr. Woodyear, I stated to him at 
full length the fatal consequence of such proceedings, and the exulta- 
tion which would thereby be occasioned, among those who had an 
obvious interest in wishing that the operations of the Commissioners 
should not prove more popular and successful than those of the pre- 
ceding Government. This conversation took place in the presence of 
Mr. Adderley, Colonel Rutherford, Major Williamson, Mr. Burke, 
and Mr. Mackenzie ; • all of whom will bear testimony to the truth 
of these assertions. These Gentlemen were passengers along with 
me in the Ulysses. They have all held official and confidential situa- 
tions connected with the Commission, and they can certiAr the injurious 
mistatements entered on the Minutes of Council by Mr. Woodyear, 
Mr. Black, General Pi^oh, and Mr. Gloster. 

A9 sQon as the copies of the Proclamation were pulled down ^^ 
Mr. Gloster was apprized of my intention to defer the publication, 
until I could have some communication on the subject with Commo- 
dore Hood. Before an opportunity of w riting, however, occurred, I re- 

* Gallagher was General Fi^ton's Printer j Mr. Black was understood to be tlie Editor 
of his newspaper, for which ^/r. Gloster b stated to have furnished paragrapiw. 

f The uncocQiDoo degree of eagerness marked by Mr. Gloster and other^friends of 
General Pi6ioD» certainly induced suspicions of there being soiue latent cause unknown to 
Colonel FulJarton, for the extreme anxiety about publishing this Proclamation as his first 
public n6t, whkb added strength to die idea that it ought lu be delated till theCummo* 
dore should be consulted. 

' . • ceived 
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ckWed a leVter {rbrii thfe Commodore, Expressing hi6 t^^armest estima^ 
t\oti aifid regards, ariA assuring me of his intention very soon to sail 
for Tritridad. 

Thih circuhifetattce, and the extreme eagerties<5 with which the J>ubli- 
cation in qliestion i^ad tfeen itrged by Mr. Woodyear, Mr. Gloster^ 
and thfei'r Kiitfer, Mr. tekllagher, indaced me to postpone ah'y fur- 
ther ptoceeding on the business till the^rrival ot the Commodore. 
iThje subsequent events have fiilly proved th^lt the suggestion of a 
Proclamation wafe Hat iiitended merely to remove apprehensibns of 
alterations and innovations, but to betray me into an unintentional 
declaration, which if it had taken place, would have b^n perverted 
into a retrospeftive approbation and confirmation of all the a6ts and 
s«« Letter to G.pra6lices of the jpr^ceding Grovernment. My sentiments on th6 
t'sq^ dlwd 2$th 8ubje<ft afe futiy ekpnefifefed in a letter to Mr. Adderley, dated 25th 
March. March. 

From the moment of my firist arrival in Trinidad, I felt so mudh de- 
licacy on the subject of the relative situation in which I was pladed, by 
superseding Governor 'Pi<36n, who had ruled the Colony with absolute 
ij)ower for six years, that 1 iaVoided every thitig Which could wound his 
feelings. 

The meeting of the Council cofatintied to be held at his house, and 
I went there very frequently on other occisrons. Every transadtioa 
of any consequence was i^ated and discussed in Council, which, on my 
suggestion, was appointed to m6et evei'y Thursday. 

It is proved by the Minutes, that no objeAioh, remonstrance, or 
dissent of any kind, occurred or was recorded previously to the 12th 
of February. 

In a detailed letter on this subjf^d, it is stated, and can be proved 

'by the solemn declarations of several hundred respe6table persons on 

*oatli, that although from the first moment of my arrival in Trinidad, 

I daily devoted many hours to reception and communication with all 

'descriptions of inhabitants and strangers, yet I declined invariably ail 

retrospect, and constantly refused to hear any complaint against the 

late Gfovemor. 

From this circumstance, and ffom the extraordinary system of es- 
'pionnage and terror so powerfully enforced by General Pidlon, it did hap- 
pen that the nature and extent of his enormities remained concealed 
from me. 

Although I adted on the declared principle of avoiding all retrospeCl^ 
' of endeavouring to conciliate all animosities, and of looking forward 
to the co-operation of all classes for the future welfare of the Colony, 
yet it was impossible for the most superficial observer to avoid perceiv- 
ing a marked difference in the modes of thinking, adling, and expres- 
sion between the late Governor and me. 
His declared friend and avowed adherent, Mr. Gloster, repeatedly 

pressed 
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*re«setl his servicer upon me in the capacity of Aid-de-Camp ; aii 
employment which I conceived to be by no means compatible with 
his official situation as C6l<>nJal Attorney -General. Mr. Gloster 
very soon raarked extreme uneasiness at the multitudes of English, 
Spanish, French, and South-American visitors who daily waited on 
me, and with all of whom I held pergonal communications in their 
own languages, without the intervention of Mr. Gloster, or of any 
other individual. 

The People of Colour also, were very soon pleased to express them- 
selves in terms of strong approbation ; and whenever I went out, or 
any of my- family, the inhabitants marked their respecft and regard in 
^ the most flattering manner. 

Although these circutnstances n)ight Qccastpi;! some secret dissatis- 
fa<Slion to B. G. Pidlon and his immedijate advisers, yet he continued 
to adt with great politeness. On the Queen's birth-day he gave a 
splendid ball and entertainment, at which the Ladies, and all the 
Gentfemen conneded with the Commission, formed part of the com- 
pany. 

Mr. Adderley, whose dvity as Provost-Marshal demanded his atten- 
tion to the prison, ^oon dfiscovered that the business of the jail was 
condudled in the most o^je^S^ionable m^ivner, apd that the condition 
of the prisoners was truly deplorable. It had been the pradtice, ia 
defiance of the Spanish Law, to commit any person to prison without 
the specification of an oiFence — ** Jusqu'a nouvel ordre,** being helci 
a sufficient warrant for the jailer. I desired Mr. Adderley to reAify 
this illegality, and to diredV, that along with every person committed to 
prison, a specification of the oflfence might be produced. 

It had been usual also to infli<a punishmenta at the mercy and dis- 
€iretion of Mr. Vallot, the jailer*. I required that he should report to 
theProvost-Marsha.1, and to me as First Commissioner, before any pu- 
nishments were infli6ied. The Alcaldes, Mr. Black and Mr. Saint Pe, 
waited on me, and stated, that any individual sent to prison under 
their authority for punishroent, ought to receive it, without reference 
to the Commission. Although this appeared diredtly contrary to Law, 
yet for the time, and until the arrangements of the prison should b^e 
better regulated, I did not obied. On Monday in the last week of 
January, I attended the weetly meeting of the Cabildo, and there 
urged the necessity of adopting measures for hiring and fitting up a 

* Colonel Fnllarton wished to have lom^ check upop the w^d^up sev^ty with which it 
was binted to him very earij* that punishments were in^ided in the jail *, hut instead of 
finding fault wkh this, till time should have permitted some more enbStual remedy, he 
>ndged k most prudent ^ the moment, t<y order a regular r^rl from the jailer, by which 
fae might modify punistuncota if tMmfrpt 97 rfml t^^non ii prored to be oajuit. 

new 
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new jail, under better regulations^ After many observations and difR-* 
culties from Messrs. Black, Beggorat, and Saint Pe, they proposed 
that we should in the evening inspe6l a piece of ground where Mr* 
Black suggested that a new jail should be built at great expence. I ac- 
companied them, along with Messrs. Adderley, Burke, Vint, Vargas, 
Montez, Dr. Doncaster, and other gentlemen, first to the ground. 
See Letter to and aftcrwards to the prison. We found such a scene of wretchedness, 
dated N?areb, discasc, famiuc, and exquisite misery, tantamount to torture, as had 
J^iinslimva" never been witnessed under a British Government. Of course it was 
daTedMlTch! "^y indispensable duty to express my disapprobation to the Alcaldes, 
and to the other Members of the Cabildo who were present. Among 
other things, I mentioned that they had infli6led the punishment be- 
fore they had passed sentence, for there were five of Baron Monta- 
lambert*s slaves on hard boards, without light or air, in noxious cells, 
with their feet mortized in fixed fitters, in positions of prolonged suf- 
fering ; although the proceedings had not extended farther than to the 
preliminary information, or proces verbal. 

In conversation on these subje6ls, Mr. Beggorat informed me, that 
there was not any mode of extorting truth out of such villains except 
by means of torture ; and, to my surprize, I found him justifying the 
application of the question. 

The same evening, before I left the jail, the executioner, William 
Payne, put into my hands a list of l6 persons who had been flogged, 
mutilated, beheaded, or burnt. For inflidling all these punishments, 
he complained that he had only received two joes. 

These communications of course occasioned much refledlion in 
my mind. Next night I visited the jail again with the persons who 
had accompanied me the preceding evening, and with Captain Co- 
lumbine, who requested to be of the party. Brigadier-General Pi<5lon 
afterwards made it one of his accusations against me, that I had 
pressed Gentlemen to accompany me to the jail. I now declared 
decidedly, that unless a new jail was agreed for, I would take upoa 
myself to remove the prisoners on board of a hulk, and to anchor 
them in the bay. 

Next day the General waited on me, and complained that I had 
attended the meetings of the Cabildo, which he had never done bul 
on extraordinary occasion^ ; and stated, that by visiting the jail, I 
conveyed an impression that it haid, been negleifted, and that the 
prisoners had been treated with severity during his government. 
On the first point I answered, that as he was long acquainted with the 
local circumstances pf the Island, he might not judge it necessary to 
attend the Cabildb ; but that it was indispensable for me, by personal 
observation and transacStion, to enable myself to report on the judicial 
proceedings of the Qolonyy and that I should continue to attend the 

Cabildo 
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pMUion^ytry Monday. With respe<5l to the second point, I assured 
the-OexKral that it was absoUitely requisite to have a new jail, and to 
krrange the condition of the prisoners on a better footing. At the same 
lime, I exprefised how miich I approved the measure of stating distin6lly 
and at once to myself, any circumstance which gave him dissatisfa^ion. 

N«t day Mr. Black proposed arrangements for purchasing a house 
proper for a jail, and the same was afterwards determined in Council, 
with the assent arid apparent approbation of General Piclon and of all 
-the Members. 

No other incident worthy of remark occurred, except an endeavoursee Paragraph 
on the part of General Pi<9i)n to deprive Mr. Hargrave, the Printer, ofnar'iliJe had 
bis license, because he had published an advertisement on the sub-^^^'coTcrnoT^* ' 
jcd of a meeting proposed by Mr. Rigby, for the Merchants to consider ^'^'^j^j^^^jj^j*^ 
of a proper apjSication respe6Hng British Laws. As Mr. Hargrave*s January. 1803.^ 
advcrtiawnent did not contain any thing, in my opinion, deserving to proved bymu 
be censured, I objected to withdraw his license, and the matter f>Vaon?o*wah^^ 
was no farther urged: but Mr. Rigby and the Merchants learned *^"'***"*^"''*' 
that the General ^-ailed furiously against them, for intending to hold such 
a meeting, and therefore they desisted at that time. Mr. Rigby was 
sent for, and explained the particulars to the Commissioners in Council. 

On Satonlay the 12th of Fsbroary, Madame Duval, a French- 
woman; arrived at Port of Spain, having obtained my permission 
to come from the Spanish Main for a week, to settle some affairs 
of property. By the Treaty of Amiens, she was entitled to reside in 
the Colony three years. 

The particulars of that transa6lion, and of the aggression* com -See No. t, 1,3, 
mitted by B* G. Picfton in my own house on the occasion, are fully MaVai^^vd 
stated in the accompanying papers. years^i'/N^i" 

On Monday the 14th of February, a Special Council was held, when^^'^P^'^^y^^ 

the * ' 

* The affair of Madame Duval, it will be reooUe^^ed, gave oqcasion to the violeut outrage 
coromiited against Colonel Fullarton in bi« owq house by General Pidon. I'he circum- 
stances are fujly stated in the accompanyijag papers, and were shortly as foljows : lliis 
Frenchwoman, re^iident in Martinique, applied to the First Comipissiuner for leave to 
come to Trinidad, in order to settle her a&ur», and colle6t the proj)erty of her brother, 
lately deceased. Colonel Fuilarton thought the request too reasonab e to be denied, but 
wishing to a6t cautiously with res|>e6t to admitting people from the French Islands whose 
charaders were unknown to him, Madame Duval was reslridcd to remain only one 
week in the Colony j and the Public Secretary, Mr. Woodyear, was dircded by Colou<4 
Fuilarton to mention the a^air to General Pidon immediately upon the arrival of Madame 
Duval. The Brigacjicr, however, did not conceive himself obliged to mark any such civi- 
lity in return, for without giving the smallest intimation to the First Commissioner, he, la 
bis capacity of second, immediately signed an order countermanding the permission Ma* 
dame Duval had obtained to remain one week, by issuing his fiat that she should not stay 
one hour, but be instantly forced on board ship, and sent off. Being in the bands of an 
alguazU for this purpose, she claimed the protedion of Colonel Fuilarton, who assured her 
she might rest secure of having the week he had promised, to arrange her alfairs^ in ton- 
sequence of whicli General Pidon thougjit proper to make a public disturbance in the 
gallery of the drawing-room at Colonel Fullarton*s house, in the preseii^e of Mrs. F'uliaij- 
ti>n and a number of gentlemen sitting there at cofiee« * 

€ la 
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the General was, if poseifaie, more outrtgeous than on the i 
Saturday. The enumeration which I read on that ocGssioQ, was 
ther more nor less than the result of the information, oommumcatfli 
to me by Mr. Beggorat, then present as a Member of Coundlt and 
by William Payne, the executions. On my readimr that paper all tha 
Members earnestly and unanimously urged a recon^atkm b^wieen the 
Brigadier and me. 

Although I was aware that this measure was Itabla to nroch objeo 
tion, yet it appeared that I should have exposed myself to injariDos 
imputations of an unrelenting charaSer, if 1 had resisted the united 
importunities of the Council, stated to be urged for the welfare of the 
Colony ; and under these impressions I assented. The reconciliation^ 
therefore, took place, and Mr. Unwin, Clerk of Council, without any 
instructions, of his own authority destroyed all the papers which had 
been presented by me on the subje6i. Fortunately, however^ aa it 
afterwards tum^ out, the papers had been signed in duplicate. 

On Thursday the 17th of February I mov^ the suspension of Mr. 

Wtxxlyear*. The proceedings relative to that transadion are fnUj 

Sec Brinditr. explained in the accompan^g documents. Although the Brigadier 

lUmm^ M^oicspoke in strong terms, which I answered, and although he entered a 

c^ll^'^accd protest upon tl^ Minutes, yet no fbmuil repetition of the rupture took 

thjM7di of Fe-jj^ce ; on the contrary, he communicated to me, through Mr. Gloster^ 

liis readiness to condud the public business in an amicable oumner ; 

and offered, for protedtion of the inhabitants, if I desired it, ta 

replace the guards and sentries whom he had withdrawn on the dis* 



In the meeting of Council^ aAer the a&ir of Madame Daral, it was abaokilely 

sarj lo ifitrodace the eDomeratioD of punithmeots ddiTered to Colonel Fullartoo hw the t 

cuttoner, at (be only meant of qudling Genei-al Fi6ton*t violence, and it had the imme- 
diate eSe& of producing the ooaoimont desire of aH his friends in the Coancil, that a re* 
condliatioQ should take place with the First Commissioner ) jet this very enumeration has 
since been quoted as the original ground of quarrel on the part of the Brigadier. It ought 
to be recollefted, that the mode in whidi Cdonel Fulkarton mentioned this enumeration^ 
was by calling for lists, as legally put upon record, of all persons who had suffered these 
puoishmentH, in order that he might know the iodiTidnals who had incurred the Brigadicr^s 
displeasure, and the grounds on which they were considered by him as dangerous to the 
Settlement. If this enumeration was such an outn^e at that time, how comes it now 
that the Brigadier is stated gallantly coming forward to avow the whole as a£b of vigouF 
and vigilauce, by which he saved the Colony ? 

* It must be remembered, that Colonel Fidlarton has stated the suspension of Mr. 
Woodyear as the only ground upon which he could have agreed to the reconciliation 
proposed so strenuously by the Council, saying at the time, that however much he was 
inclined to sacrifice personal feelings to public duty, still there were bounds to this also ; 
and after the violent outrage ofiered to the Rrst Commissioner, in the face of the Colony 
by General Kdon, it was impossible for Colonel Fullarton, becoming his own chara6ter, ta 
agree to any reconciliation, but upon the plea originally brought forward by the Brigadier, 
that Mr. Woodyear had not made the communication as dire^ed by Colonel Fullarton on 
the subjed of Madame Duval, and it then became necessary^ that if General Pidon*8 con- 
dud was excusable on the ground of Mr. Woodyear^s failure in point of duty, he should 
be held publicly responsible for the impropriety on the part oi General Pidon> and this 
could alone be eftdcd by his suspension. 

turbance 
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t urb i ica ttspeSdr^ Madtsie Dnral. Matters stood in this predica* 
n^t when General Grinfidd and CSofmnodore Hood arrived, and were 
reoehred with public honours on the 22d Fdmmry *. To prevent any 
aukwardness, I accxnnpanied General Grinfield and Commodore Hood 
to vii6t B. G. Pidon, aiid invited him to meet them at dinner. While 
General Grinfiefai remained in Trinidad, a^rs were condwS^ed on a 
footing |of apparent civility, but of obvious distance and restraint on 
the part of the Brigadier. We continued however to meet in Com- 
mission and in Council, where the Brigadier never failed to bring 
forward points of altercation, which I invariably endeavoured to 
nepness* General Grinfield embarked on Sunday the 13th of March, 
and although he had lived in my house, I purposely avoided saying 
any thing that might rouse him against B. G. Pidlon ; and only at the 
m<mient of his embarkation, put into his hand copies of the discussion 
reape^ng Madame Duval and Mr. Woodyear. General Grinfield re- 
turned the Papers next day, with a very polite Letter, expres^ng his 
thanks for the perusal of ttnnn, and for the attentions he had received. 

On Thursday the 17th of March it pleased B. G. Pidon to ^^^J^T"^ 
in Council, a Minute containing statements and expressions provingndier-cSierai 
his determination to persist in forcing me either to concur in mp-fj'^tlul^ 
porting a system of severity repugnant to my sentiments and principles, 

* Colonel Fullarton declined attending General Grinfield on parades, and other Military 
fon^ons, as lie wonld have witfhed, because, from the temper of mind the Brigadier 
bid alread/ evinced, he would have attributed anj fimlt fouad by Ibe ComooaiKler of 
the Forces, at being suggested bj '' insidious" obaervatioos from the First Commissioner* 
who, if be had even been less praised in the art Military, could hardly have remained 
so many weeks in the Colony, without having formed a dedded opinion, that Brigadier- 
General Pi6ton was equally deficient in his duty as an Officer and as a Governor. Hts 
adherents have induced a belief, that in the former capacity he was highly distinguished 
and meritorious $ but no one fad or instance has ever been adduced in proof of thia 
assertion, though many have been stated in contradidion of it ; and the recapitulation of 
some circumstances at the former attack of St Lucia, which were brought forward to the 
Brigadier himself by the present Barrack-Master of Trinidad, an old and experienced 
OfBccr, whom he used extremely ill, did not tend to increase the idea of his prowess | the 
greatest e/ibrt of which, as related by himself, seems comprised in the valorous ex- 
ploits of one hundred men *, whom he describes as being detached from the weak garri- 
son of Trinidad, to carry terror and dismay to every adjacent territory, where they kept 
enemies of all descriptions in check, and so saved the valuable Colony under his govern- 
ment. The chief objed of these expeditions was, to plunder cattle from the unoffending 
inhabitants for his own emolument. With resped to the Brigadier's detail military arrange- 
ments, it is perfe^iy known that General Grintield was so far from bestow.ng any approba- 
tion upon them, that thc-y were the subjed of constant vociferations from him, on the parade, 
in the barracks, and in the hospitals. Even on the day when General Grinfield landed, and 
was received by the garrison, the common performances of presenting arms, and the usuat 
ceremonial evolutious, were so aukwardly executed, that tiie Commander of the Forceps, 
and an Officer in his suite, exclaimed, " These troops are twenty years behind/' 
Colonel Fullarton has since understood, that General Grinfield l^ad taken offence at his 
non-attendance upon htm at Military in8{>e6lions, notwithstanding his having explained the 
reason for his delicacy on this subjed. It is, however, worthy of observation, tliat amongst 
all llie various false allegations which the Brigadier has coined, it never has occurred to 
iiiu) lo sute that the Fkut Commissioner intcifered in any militar^iuatter. 
'* The Brigadier did not head thete vaUaat troope. 
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or else to snfFer such insolence, calumny, and outn^, as he ^inly 
' expelled vvouM have overwhelmed me. I only replied by desiring the 
Clerk of Council, Mr. Unwin, to furnish me with a cc^y, ** that I 
might answer the statement as it deserved.** 

On breaking up the Council, I mentioned to Mr. Adderley and the 
Gentlemen conne6ted with the Commission, that all restraints and ob^-- 
tions to receiving informations and accusations were removed, and that it 
was impossible for me to concur in continuing such a system of severity. 

On the 19th of March I addressed your Lordship, by His Majesty's ship 
Excellent, and on the 20th Major Williamson was so obliging as to un- 
. dertake a voyage to England, in the ship Benson, in order to state 
officially from me, the unjustifiable proceedings of B. G. Rdon. 

Communications flowed in immediately from all dire<5lions. Messrs. 
Hayes and Proby were appointed to take these informations in proper 
legal form, and Mr. Vargas assisted as assessor, being a Spai\ish lawyer 
of ability and knowledge. 
c<!lin^/T*Co! ^" ^^^ ^^^ ^^ March I read to the General in CounCil theenumera* 
ibMrWLetw, tionof imputations which were entered on the Minutes, and transmitted 
wwch,l•i>^ ^ to your Lordship, conceiving it incompatible with my charader, and 
modes of acting, to bring forward charges against any individual, 
without communicating them, in the first instance, to the party 
qonoerned. Until the 24th of March I never had a word of alter- 
cation or disunion with Commodore Hood, although I had frequently 
seen him misled from his own former opinions and better principles by 
the Brigadier ; but on my reading these accusations against General 
Pi6lon, the * Commodore was pleased to declare that he consideredL 
them as a libel on His Majesty's Ministers. 

The 

* Commodore Hood is tmdcrstood to have affirmed, Aat from the unqualified praise 
bestowed on General Piftonby Ministers, he conceived that Colonel Fullarton and he were 
sent to screen or to adopt the measures of the former Governor, and it was supposed to 
be under this impression that he considered it so highly improper for Colonel Fullarton,. 
being in the confidence of Government, to bring forward any charges against General Pi6ton., 

Though the Commodore supported General Pidon in every outrage against the First 
Commissioner, it is perfedly well known that, during his absence, very high tones, and 
words of an accusatory nature, passed between the two colleagues. The General urged- 
the Commodore to join in a few more imprisonments, to which the Naval Commander 
is stated to have replied, ** that, for his part, he meant yet to be able to shew his face in- 
London> and would leave the Government to him, and be d— -d to' it ! **' On another oc- 
casion, the Commodore expressed a wish to know the specified objeds, as the Bricadier 
would only men lion general ones, to which tlie sums drawn from the three and a half per- 
cents, had been applied. Upon receiving no satisfadory reply; the Commodore was 
heard to exclaim, that it was a d— d clandestine manner of spending public money, and! 
again declared his determination of leaving the Government to the Brigadier. Colonel- 
Fullarton, not being in the Island, can have no personal knowledge of these fa^ts ; but 
very respedable persons there, have declared that, these conversations were carried on, 
in so loud a key, as to be overheard from ths Commodore's gallery, whose family 
likewise repeated them cnrrenily through Port of Spain. Indeed the whole conduct of Com- 
modpre Hood towards Colonel Fullarton has been perie6tly unaccountable. On the part of 

« Commodore Hood had began to grow alarmed at the idea of damages hefore a British Jury> 

the 
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* The detail of these transactions will best appear from ***^^^'*'*'^t^^"^'^^ 
letters, documents, and declarations. Here it isaiaterial to abserv5einutetonihe24h 
that the Commodore had formed his opinions and expressed bis tenti-Mi FSua/ton?^^' 
inents on these matters, npt wUhin the scope of his own knowledge^ 
bot on hearsay information. The discussion and reooncilialion ^« 
tween B. G. Pidon and me, occurred on the 12th and 14th -of Fe* 
bruary ; the suspension of Mr. Woodyear*on the 1 7th, and Com-* 

the latter, no one mark of attention and cordiality had been omitted. Before the arrival 
of the Third Commissioner, Colonel Fullarton had been anxious to make the most com- 
fortable arrangements for the accommodation of his family, and hired, for this purpose, the 
best boose to be found in Port of Spain ; whereas the Brigadier h«d provided for Colonel 
Puilarton ooe of the very worst, and roost unhealthy. To prove iK>w much Commodore 
Hood's mind was prejudiced by the machinations of Mr. Woodyear, and other adherents 
of General Pi6ton, instead of expressing any satisfa6lion at the pains taken for his conve- 
nience, he inveighed, the first day of taking possession, against his house being hired 
without consulting him, and declared be would not sandion the proceeding. This passed 
in presence of a young Gentleman belonging to the Secretary's Office, Mr. Vint, whom 
Colonel Fullarton had sent to inquire if there was any thing the Commodore wanted, in 
which he, or his people, could assist him. It was likewise well known to Commo- 
dore Hood, that General Pifton expressed himself in the most improper terms, upon Co- 
ionel FoUarton's going on board the fiag-sfaip to welcome the Commodore as soon as he 
cast anchor in the bay. The Brigadier stated this as condutSt unbecoming the situation of 
First Commissioner, and wrote Colonel Fullarton that he would remain upon his post, and 
receive the Commander of the Forces and the Tliird Commissioner when they came on 
shore. He farther publicly, on the wharf, insulted Sir James Bontein, who had accom* 
|)anied Colonel Fullarton on board : '' hoped his Excellency had arrived in good healthy 
and begged leave to congratulate him on landing safely at Trinidad." When Sir James 
expressed his surprize at this address, General Pi6lou answered, that he understood Sir 
James had been appointed a Commissioner. The Brigadier, after this ironical display, 
charged Colonel Fullarton with having other views in visiting the Commander of the 
Forces and Coaimodore, than those of friendship ; and when Sir James Bontein asserted 
that not a word passed on business of any sort, the Brigadier defied him, as a Gentleman, 
to uphold this position. Mr. Woodyear came forward likewise, to assure Sir James that 
he would not apply to him to be made Secretary. This indecorous scene was carried on 
m presence of all the people on the Mole, assembled to see Greneral Grinfield and the 
Commodore land. 

It has been affirmed, that Commodore Hood's mind had been poisoned by misrepresen- 
tations sent to him at Barbadoes, as laying a foundation for efFeding the grand objed of 
tlie Brigadier, which was, to separate the First and Third Commissioner, and interrupt the 
cordiality that subsisted between them, as the best means of overthrowing the Coromis* 
sion, and again vesting the power in the hands of the former Governor. 

Commodore Hood, from the moment of his arrival in Trinidad, though apparently 
civil, and inclined to ktep on intimate habits with Colonel Fullarton's family, still,, 
on business matters, neither his condud nor manners were satisfadory ; but while this 
did not include any expressions unbecoming one Gentleman to another, in Colodel Ful- 
brton's presence, he was determined not to give General Pidon an opportunity of gaining 
his objed of introducing alienation, and therefore Colonel Fullarton resolved to agree 
to every arrangement proposed by the Commodore, who very early took upon himself to 
settle wtien the Commission should meet to do business, and how the whole affairs of the 
Colony were to be carried on. it was known at the Public Secretary's Office, that secret 
meetings were held at General Pidon's house, where the Commodore went to consult 
with him, previous to Colonel Fullarton's joining them in Commission. The inexplicable 
change in the Commodore's sentiments, on the subjeds of White Settlers, commercial 
interests, arbitrary banishments, and imprisonments at the instigation of the Brigadier, are- 
fully discussed in their proper place. 

modore 
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nodoteliocxl and General Grinfidd did not kiid at.Port of Spam tiH 
the 22d of February. 

My avowed objed bad been to avoid all retrospedl. I had care^ 
AiUy abstained from all comment^ either of panegyric or of accuaa* 
tion^ CO the events which were past, and I had strenuously laboived 
to reconcile all differences^ and to unite all descriptions of persons 
in oorcfial co-operation for the future welfare of the Colony. Who- 
ever reads these papers, and the testimonies produced in support 
of them, will most assuredly admit, that I did not in any instance 
overlook his severities after they came under my notice : that my 
reconciliation on the 14th of February, was at a period when 1 
had no other knowledge of his cruelties than what arose from the in- 
spe6tion of the jail : from the remarks of Mr. Beggorat in defence 
of torture to extort confession, and the list presented to me by the 
executioner, which however by no means implied that any person had 
suffered without some kind (k trial, although contrary to the forms 
and spirit of the English law. 

My i^KMrance of the various atrocities which had occurred, arose 
from the system of terror, which, at one time, had almost shut every 
mouth, and from my rejecting all accusations of the former Governor; 

So far from having done any thing that could be construed into 
overlooking or compromising these atrocities, I constantly desired all 
persons who brought forward complaints preceding that period, to 
address themselves to His Majesty's Ministers. 

My determination to look forward, arose from my convi<ftion that 
it was the wisest plan for the future welfare of the Settlements 
As soon as the extent and nature of the enormiti^ committed by 
the Brigadier were fully known to me, I should have considered 
it as a base derelidtion of my public duty, if any consideration on 
earth had induced me to overlook them, or to concur in sandionin^ 
past aggressions, by continuing the same system of oppression and 
severity *. 

It is true, that Mr. Beggorat afterwards laid before me, and discussed 
at great length, the proceedings of a Special Commission, of which 
he was President, for the trial of six slaves belonging to Baron Mon-^ 
talembert, who were accused of poisoning. I also was informed of 

^ It iuis brf n staled, that Colonel Fnllarton never mteffercd with ihe Brigadier's atro- 
cities until tbcy had a persooai quarrel: in answer to ibis, it it sufficiently obvious* 
that this very personal quarrel, as it is called, originated wholly in Colonel FuUarton^s 
Httempting to intn»dooe some degree of amelioration of the severity exercised under the 
Brigadier^s systcni* such as, refornoing the abuses of the jail, restraining undue punisli* 
ments, and, last of all, permitting a person to couie to the Colony, for a single week, to 
settle her affairs, against whom do just grounds of exclusion bad ever been proved. 
I'hcse were the causes of offence which led the Brigadier publicly to outrage the First 
Commissionrr, and this, in the progressive course of the Generates violence, led to those 
future events, which of necessity nave produced the present serious investigatioa, so 
highly important to the national honour and charader« 

another 
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another SpeoM CoiMEiksion, of which Mr. Sargent was 'PremAtfkt^ 
for the trial of various mulattoesy free negroes, and n^ro slaves, 
accused of witchcraft, sorcery, divination, and poisoning. The indi* 
vidoaU who had beeo tortured, condemned, mutilated, hanged, 
beheaded, and burned alive, under this Commission, are specified in . 
ny Minute, dated the IQth of March. 

After the 24lh of March, I never had any intercourse with either^ my Letter to 
of my Colleagues. Twelve days before, I had informed them of myliooe^^d 
intention to proceed upon the survey of the Island. My departure MtlSji^uieir 
had been deferred in consequence of the Minute which B. G. Rdlon**"^*"- 
presented to the Council on the 17 th of March, clearly proving that I 
must either eoncur in perpetuating his oppressive system, or encounter 
•H the emanations of his insolence. 

In the course of ten days from that period, such a mass of criminal 
mformation had been received, adjustei, and legally authenticated, as 
bad never been charged against any individual under the A-itish Go* 
Ternment, and as induced B. G. Pi6lon to declare, in a libelloctt pro* 
dtt&ion, that the labour evinced in the compilation and arrangement, 
must have oocupied my whole attention from the first moment of my 
landing oa the isUmd. 

From the lUth of March, the Brigadier, triumphant in the asoen-» 
daney which his machinations and superior energies had assumed over 
die Uommodore, no loiter restrained himself within any bounds, but 
gave full scope to the uagovernable violence of his nature. 

Commodore Hood having been absent from the opening q£ the 
Commission on the 4th of January to the 22d of February, faai 

{ivcn me mo swistanre in that arduous period. He had no pmoiiil 
nowledffe of the incidents which had occurred, when B. 6. Fidon 
lead a raioute in Council on the 17th of Mmrh, not only coirtMi* 
|ng eapreisioas highly unbecoming and inadmtssiUe, towards sm^ 
^ut an avowed determination to persbt in, and justify a syattm af 
cruelty and oppression. The Commodore heard it without expraning 
a single sentence of dissent. From the 24th of March, however, 
when I read my Miswer to the Brigadier's Minute, and my expoatlion 
of his system of severity, the Commodore seemed more than ever 
devoted to hia cause. An observation of his, on another occamm, 
stating that he understood it to be the intention of Government that 
the two Commissioners sent out were intended to screen B. G. Pi^on *^ 
can alone account for this part of the Commodore's condudtr 

From that day till the hour of his departure, be joined iii a aeries 
6f transa<^ions, which his own reputation requires that he should justify 
before the Tribunal of his Country. 

* Commodore Hood stated the eoameration rf iinpatations contmned in Colonel Pol- 
ftiiton^ MiDOte read in Council on the 24th of March, to be '* a Libef on Hb M^esty's 
Ministers." Celosel Fnliaiton humbly conceives this observation of the Commodore's 
to partake much more of that cbaraAcor. 

The 
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The Brigadier had moved that all the Criminul Be^dB shoufd be 

sent to England for your Lordship's inspedlion r as no metition was 

made of taking or presen ing copies, it seemed that the intention 

was to send off these documents, and to contrive that they should be 

lost, and leave no (race of them upon record. Of course I was de- 

s<cB.G. Pic. sirous of knowing their contents. With this view I directed Mr. De 

i?ad*i!fi"ouncii Castro, Keeper of the Archives, a Regidor, and Member of theCa- 

wmh.'^^'^*^^ bildo, to shew me all the criminal processes in the usual form, as 

h^ had constantly done to B. G. Pi(!flon, and to every Member 

of Council. These Papers were under my inspe6lion when Mr. Beg- 

gorat applied to Mr. De Castro for the criminal process against 

Carlo Gonzalez, in which he wished to insert some alterations, 

but finding it was in my possession, he stated the circumstanc* to 

the late Governor. On tne 28th of March, Messrs. Pidoh and 

Hood formed themselves into an extraordinary meeting of Commission 

in Council. It is to be observed, that no notice was given to me, 

although I was in Port of Spain, consequently all the a(fts were illegal; 

and carried nullity on the face of the proceedings. On this occaeion, 

however, they were pleased to sommon Mr. De Castro before them, 

to insult and outrage him, for having given me access to the Archives^ 

after which thdy deprived iiim of bis offides, and sent him prisoner 

mider charge of Mr. Black, a Member of Council, who, having been 

present, must have known the illegality of the meeting. ' 

This appeared an obvious and outrageous endeavour to terrify tha 

Spaniards and other foreigners, from giving any information unfa-^ 

Mdrable to the Brigadier. • . » » ' * 

.i..fi!|»iarrest of Mr. De Castro, was communicated to me'^hJie sitting 

flttable^in my own house, with a large company. I went immediately to 

Mr/Btiick*9, add happening to be in full uniform, of course I hacl on my 

dMerd, and had a stick in my hand, which I have used for n^any yearsi 

See dedanUoA t^^MS.aceoin (jilted, by Mr. Adderley and Mr. fiurk^^ and' followed' b^ 

mmiS. Adder. "Mi^rB, Hill,' Mackonzic and' Vint. This was a fortunJte circum'Ji 

fckenxie"JndStaT«re tSrihe dcdarations of these Gentlemen on oath, have com* 

^'^MMch^^^^f^^y ^^P^^^ ^"^ ^^ ^he most unqualified fallaciei that has ever 

disgraced 'the Minutes of any Council ; for it pleased Mr. Black and 

Mr.. St. P6 to declare, that I entered armed with a sword and supple-i 

Jack to menace the judge, and to rescue Mr. De Castro* : that I 

threatened the Judge with the gallows, while a person across the 

street was induced to represent me as expressing myself in an almost 

unintelligible jargon of barbarous French, that I would hang every 

I 
* Colonel Fallarton's conversations with Colonels Clarke and Grant, in couseqnence of ili* 
arrest of Mr. De Castro, have been stated by General Pidon as indicating an intention on hit 
part to call put the Militia for tbe purpose of rescuing Mr. De Ca&tro, whom with the*ut- 
most ease be could have taken from the house of Mr. Blacky when there in the evening; 
accompanied by the five Gentlemen already namech Ci^onel Fullarton, however, de* 
dined doing so, stating, that he would bold Mr. filagk responsible for Mr. De Ca9tro*s safety^ 

body, 
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btKly, ^^ Pend tousy^ and tliat shef understood I meant to hang De 
Castro. 

. The particulars of these disreputable fabrications are expressed on 
the Minutes of the Trinidad Council. The refutation of them is con- 
tained in the declarations on oath, of the five respe6lable Gentle* 
men already cited, and in the contradidion obtained from Mr. Black 
himself, who was a<Stually under interrogation in Council on the 
18th of July, when Brigadier-General Hislop's arrival was announced, 
and internipted the examination ; and my departure forty reiffht hours sc^,j«s\«n»t'^" 

i» 1 "^ t ** o. T^/ /* ^ \ ^ ' ."^ ., ^ . . of Mr. Black, 

afterwards, prevented Mr. 5t. re from underffoms: a similar mvesti- on ihe Minutes 

.' ' ^ O & of Council, d4ic(l 

gatron. iSth juiy. 

Referring your Lordship to these and other accompanying docu- 
ments, I shall only add on this point, that not one of the thirty-six 
criminal processes, except that of Louisa Calderon, contained a single fa6l 
connetfled with any of the imputations or charges which I brought 
forward against the late Governor, and that they were safely re- 
■stored to Mr. De Castro as soon as circumstances permitted after 
my return to Port of Spain, when he was a free agent, and in a 
condition to be entrusted with official and important papers. 

Next day =*•*, I embarked on bo4rd the Gk)vernment schooner. Start, 
in order to proceed on the Survey of th? Island, to enable me to make 
my Report, accompanied by Messrs. Vargas, Hill and Vint ; but in 
the first place to put Mr. Adderley on board the Lemlair, then laying 
at Union Island, one of the Grenadines, and ready to sail for England, 
My objedl was, that Mr. Adderley might convey to your Lordship a 

* It is particularly necessary to state the dates and circumstances of Colonel Fullarton's 
embarkation in the Start schooner. He went on board on Wednesday Uie 29th of 
March j but was prevented from sailing by General Pidon and Commoaore Hood, till 
tb0 l9t of April; the Naval Cotumandcr having declared, that he would take or sink 
the schooner if she ventured to stir without the signature of two Commissioners on the ^ 
Register : at the same time the Brigadier and Commodore resisted every effort on the part 
t)f the Owners and Captain, and refused to sign their names, durkig which delay they knew 
the person placed at the head of tlie Gorernqient w as detained in the bay in view of 
Ihe whole Colony. On the 1st of April, however. Colonel Fullarton sailed, ihe junior 
Commissioners having found themselves under the necessity of arranging matters with the 
Captjfin, who entered a protest against them for arresting his vessel. On the 2d of April 
the Brigadier and Commodore wrote a joint letter to Lord Hobart, announcing that the First 
-CommissiomT had sailed from Port of S|>aiu, after having, as they stale, committed 
such a number of extraordinary ads since the date of their last dispatch of the 28th of 
March, as laduced them, ^it appears, to nmke a cliarge of insanity against him. Colonel . 
'Fuilarlon, 'lioWever, must have' made. ample use ol' one day for such variety of unprece- 
dented conduct ', as, thou^i he embarked on the 2()th, the day after tlieir former letter, 
and did not wil until the Isl of Apnl, the two Commis^iouers pcrft6t]y well knew that lie 
remained o«i board the Start scbormer the whole intervening time, while they thought 
proper to prevent his departure. Thi^ single anecdote Is spfficient to prove what unwoi ll)y 
arts were itisofted to, in cftdtr to deceive Mifti*«t€r8 by the gro'^est mtstatement^, aiKJ which 
appear to have produced more etfe^ than could have been easUij snpix)scd. 
. ..A D * full 
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full exposition of the unjustifiable ads of the other two Comnm-* 
sioners, and a detailed official account of all my proceedings. 

Prom Union Island, after Mr. Adderley's departure, I aailcd for St. 
Vincent's, in quest oiF General Grrinfield, and missing him there^ ex- 
pected to find him at Dominique, viatisg Martinique in my way, and 
afterwards touching at Guadaloupe : from whence I returned to St« 
Vincent's, to take on board Dr. Anderson, the celebrated naturalist^ 
who, from thence^ had the goodness to accompany me on the aurvej 
of Trinidad. 

Here it is material to observe, that the King's InstruiSlions expressly 
required me to survey and report upon the situation of the Island* 
That the Commissioners were ordered not to return to Europe on any 
pretence, without previously obtaining His Majesty's permission ; but 
that no restridiions whatever were laid on any one of the Commis-* 
sioners, from using his discretion individually in moving from one 
part of the Island to the other, or from visiting any of the adja* 
cent Settlements, as health or business might require. Indeed the 
Instructions made particular provision for tlie exercise of this did* 
cretion. Commodore Hood had remained absent as long as hit 
judged expedient, without ofiering any explanation, or asking per- 
mission from his Colleagues, who were not vested with power* 
either to grant or to refuse him such perroissicHi. To maintaia 
the converse of this proposition, would imply an absolute igno« 
ranee of the relative situations and duties of the Commissioners^ 
setthj in»mi^and of the Instrudlions under which they atiied. It could only have 
oa^rl is!)! been attempted as a feeble contrivance to palliate the violations which 
were committed against the King's Authority. In addition to these 
remarks, I have to add, that neither the other two Commissioners nor 
the Council ever expressed any dissent or objedion to my intended 
departure, although ofiScially communicated to them by me on the 
12th of March, and repeated on the 24th of the same month. 
setLf Iter from Indeed, in one of their Communications, the two Commissioner^ 
commulkS)'ert -scemed by a query to intimate a doubt of my right to move from one 
JJi^^iI^'si^^^'^plsce to another, or to write a letter without their leave; and, in a 
subsequent Note, seemed to reproach me for having deferred my 
departure. The principal body of Merchants in Trinidad, after- 
' wards expressed their highest approbation of the period which I chose 
seeAidretsof for proceeding on the Survey ; declaring in their Address, that they 
1^ kihd^una attributed to that measure the tranquillity which the Colony had 
jTifteliq!*** continued to enjoy. I may farther venture to afilirm, that my oppor« 
tunities during that period of obtaining local acquaintance with the 
regulations, interests and relative situation of the different Colonies 
which I visited, have proved of material advantage to me in preparing 
the Report. 

After 
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After TOy embaikation on the 29th of March, the Brigadier and Com* 
rnodore thought proper to arrest and detain me for three days in the 
bay, threatening to take or sink the schooner, if that vessel sailed 
without the signature of two Commissioners upon the Register. The 
outrages committed on tliat occasic^ are stated in my letter of the 
23d of May, addressed to ComnK>dore Hood, now before the Privy 
Council. The fads are ready to be verified by the declarations on Sce utter t« 
oath of Mr. Adderley and Mr. Burke, who are now in this Counlry^H^^difJdiji 
and by those of Messrs. Dickson, the Owners, and Captain Marsden,**^ ^*^ '^^* 
the Commander of the Start schooner. 

At length the apprehension of consequences from the protest of the 
Owners, communicated by a Notary on the 1st of April, impelled 
the two Commissioners to sign the Register, and we sailed that 
day. 

From that period till my landing at Port of Spain> oh the 17th of 
June, my absence precluded me from means of communicating to 
your Lordship the proceedings that occurred. The outrages to 
Mr. Burke and Mr. J?roby ; the imprisonment of Dr. Timbrell ; the 
illegal manner in which the banishment of Mr. Macallum was con- 
duced, and other numerous aggressive a<^ of this period, for which 
the two Commissioners have been arraigned, Are ready to be verified 
in evidence before the Privy Council. 

At that time there was not any official person in the Island^ who, 
in my absence, durst have vestured to transmit to England, $tate-> 
ments or representations unfavourable to the a6ling Government. 
The Post-office was in the hands of B. G. Pi<Slon*s emissaries or ad- 
herents; and few letters were suffered to reach their destination, 
either to, or from, any of the persons confidentially connected with 
' me. The reign of terror was re-established, and illegal imprisonments 
and mutilations re-commenced* Dubois, and many other material wit* 
nesses, are stated to have been banished*. 

The displeasure of the Brigadier was most unequivocally marked 
towards every individual who presumed to hold any intercourse with 
my femily ; insomuch that Mr. Le Thi, a resipedlable French gen- 
tleman from Martinique, was threatened with banishment, because 
Mrs. FuUarton happened to call for a Lady who lived at his house. 

After meeting with the most flattering marks of attention and regard 
in the different islands which I visited, and completing the circuit and 
survey of Trinidad, the Start schooner sailed for Barbadoes, and 

* A slave of Dr. Shawc's was cruelly millilatedby order of the Brigadier 5 and on his 

roaster's refusing 10 pfty a sum- for his release, the unhappy vidim was left to languish in 

jail. Madame Sophie Ventouse, a Frenchwoman, was banished by the Brijg^adier, with 

Ihc concurrence of the Commodore ; to whom he said, in presence of Mr. Adderley and 

^ <^ Madame Ventouse, '* I banished that woman before, and now she has returned." She 

' replied: '" Non, raon General, c*est faux ; vous ne m'avez pas bannic raais vous m'avca 

si Bialtraite, que jc mc suis baunie moimcmc.'* * • 

• " ^ J> 2 reached 
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S€e uiter to reached Bridgetown In the end of May. I forwarded immediately to 
(;?irfieidrda\^*dLieut. -General ^ dated the 23d of May, in which* I 

Lc1te^*o\om. explained to him the conduct and aggressions of the Brigadier. I had 

Mr**-^aVso'*vhi*^^'^^^^^'^^^^^^^ ^ ^ated the 24th of May, 

Commodore's- in hopes of deHvering it, and obtaining an Answer in person at Barba- 

i8ih7une.'*^* does ; but finding he had sailed upon a cruize, I transmitted it to him 

afterwards from Trinidad, with a Postscript. Those Letters, and the 

Com modore^s Answer, are subjoined. 

My objecl in going to Barbadoes, was to obtain possession of the 
Dispatches expelled from your Lordship, and which I knew would be 
with-held from me, if they fell into the hands of B. G. Pidlon. 

On reaching the road of Bridgetown, Captain Blackburn, com- 
manding the mail-boat with Dispatches from England for Trinidad, 
was under weigh. He came on board the Start schooner ; and on my 
requisition, he remained till I obtained permission from Lord Seaforth 
to have the Mail opened, and the Dispatches delivered to me. By 
these means I gained possession of your Lordship's Orders of the 
23d of April, expressing that the King had been graciously pleased to 
accept of B. G. Pi6lon's resignation ; approving of the arrangements 
proposed by the First Commissioner for the establishment and benefit 
of White Settlers, and specifying the powers and authorities vested 
in the First Commissioner. 

I communicated the contents to Lord Seaforth and to General Grin- 
field, dispatched a copy to Commodore Hood, retained another for 
myself, and transmitted the original by Captain Blackburn to B. G. 
Pinion ; I alsa wrote, informing Colonel Hope, who commanded the 
Regular Troops in Trinidad, and sent a copy to Colonel Grant, who 
commanded the Militia. 

Previous to my arrival at Barbadoes, I had received information of 

different proceedings, and some extraordinary Documents, proclaimed 

. and published by the Brigadier and Commodore, and by the Alcaldes, 

Black and St. Pd. 

soeibe Tro* On the 27th of April* the two Commissioners issued a Proclamation, 

MlSm.%iaon declaring that I had absented myself from my duties against the King's 

5?th*A^i;**Ad^- Orders, and witliout giving any information to the Commissioners ; 

Xir^V^BUck ^^^9 farther, cteclwing me to be considered as no longer ofiiciating, 

^^J*' 'l^\.^^and diredling all the inhabitants of Trinidad to condu^ themselves ac- 

•pe6kin| the Ci I- «. i ^ 

mioal Records. COrdingly. 

* On the 2Sth of Apfi), the Brigadier ordered the teotry to be withdrawn from Colonel 
Fullarton's residence when he was absent, and the ladies only at home. He likewise 
threatened the people at work, employed to fill up with earth some ravines made round 
the bouse to carry off the stagnated water; commanding then^ to desist on pain of being 
sent to prisQD i 9xxd made a coaple of carts with noateriab for the above purpose, be un< 
loaded in sight of the front gallery where the ladies were standings having bc^n altr;)ded 
there by thejpud vociferations of the Brigadier. 

Mr. 
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Hr^ Biggorat, Mikxa I lidd acctfeerf in' Council, of applying, the tor- 
twe to Louisa Calderon^ by order of the late Governor, was dis- 
fwtched across the Island, with a posse of persons in his interest, to 
obtain signatures for an address, offering thanks and a sword to the 
Brigadier, and to exche ^he Commandants and inhabitants to resist 
my landing, in different parts o£ the Island. In this last endeavour 
ttey did not succeed, for. in evety dlredlion not immediately within 
the influence or apprehension of the Brigadier, the Gentlemen who 
accompanied me will testify to your Lordship, the marks of attention. 
and regard witli which I was received. 

After issuing the Proclamation in question, and vesting all powers 
of Governmeht solely, in the hands of B. G. PicSlon, Commodore 
Hood sailed from Trinidad, and never afterwards returned^ It has 
been stated to me, that he gave an order to the Officer command- 
ing one of His Majesty's armed brigs in the Gulf of Paria, that he 
should obey such instrudtions as he might receive from B. G. 
Pinion. This will be verified by Captain HUimble; of the ship Cum- 
berland, by the Harbour-Master of Port of Spain, Mr. Jacoos, and 
by another Officer. After the Commodore's departure, the Brigadier 
direSed the Lieutenant commandrng the brig, that whenever the Start 
schooner should arrive in the bay, he wa!s to seize the vessel, and 
detain me- prisoner. Although at that time no Declaration of War 
had been intimated, the Brigadier laid an embargo on all vessels at 
anchor. He issued Garrison Orders and* Militia Orders, and an Order see Minute o^ 
for Martial Law to be in force on the firing of three guns. It wasir^n^EmvSio; 
expedled that, after the Survey of the Island, I would immediately cJJ*^^.7ioMe; 
return to Port of Spain ; and it was generally understood that all these j*^^^Cam«ooOj^^ 
Orders were contrived for the purpose of arresting and detaining me, ^>r<i.«"» »"^^i"* 
They were all frustrated, . however ; for instead of anchorine: at Port ofslVriuli uw S* 
Spaii, and proceeding by violent measures to re assume tie Govern- klVlTu^'" 
ment, I sailed from Point Icaque, across the Gulf of Paria, diredlly for*"***- 
Barbadoes. , 

On receiving, at Bridgetown, your Lordship's Orders, dated the 
23d of April, I informed General Grinfield, that, in the event of 
B. G. Pi<3on's oflferiiig any resistance on my return to the seat of 
Government, I was determined not to hazard the tranquillity of the 
Colony, by attenripting to enforce a landing, and that 1 should leave 
the question of any such resistance to be adjusted by General Grin- 
field, as a mere point of military power and aggression. , w\ 

On the 1st of June We left Bridgetown, and ^after passing round 
the eastern side of Trinidad, and inspecting the Settlements in 
the vicinity of Point Icaque, Point da la Brae, Naparime, and Petit 
Boaig« we anchored off Port of Spain on the 6th of June, under 
the immediate protedion of Captain Columbine, of His Maiesty*s sliip 

Ulysses. 
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Ulysses. The attentions 'which that able and ' honourable' Offlcer 
marked to my family daring my absence; the security which im 
presence afforded them, and his conduft on my return, proved 
that no interest or consideration couid deter him irom supporting 
the King's Authority, and prevented a scene of Gonfaston and bloods 
shed, which General Pi(9on and some of his adherents had prepared. 

It will be proved in evidence before the Privy Council, that.militaty 
arrangements for resistance and attack were made, in the event* of iriy 
attempting to land. Orders for the distribution of the tcoopa were 
issued; ball-cartridges and ammunition were prepared*: the sentihels 
on the wharf and other places were direded to stop aiKl inspect all 
boats whatever, and to resist me if I disembarked. In fa6l, they did, 
in an unprecedented manner, endeavour to stop and .search boits 
belonging to the King's ship Ulysses; and Mrs. Fnllarton vas only 
permitted to visit me on board under the protection of Captain Co- 
lumbine, 
ptf hVc*r- gTi!!L However incredible these fa<Sts may appear, the General put all dif- 
riiviaon, dated ficuUy of proof respCifting his resistance of the King's Orders entirely 
MinutttoV out of the question ; for, on the 6th of June, he sent on board the 
Jd^Sd *iih*or^ Start schooner, Brigade-Major Pitman with a Letter, signifying his de- 
J"^ termination to resist my landings and enclosing copies of the Procla- 

jProciimation of ipation of the 27th of April, and of the Minutes of Council of the 

the 17th of ^j J /j^i rr 

Aptii. 3d and Oth of June. 

It can be proved in evidence, as I am confidently assured, that 
orders of resistance were issued to the Gunner of the Sea Fort at 
the wharf. The Gkinner, when immediately afterwards interrogated 
by the Harbour-Master, if he would obey the orders to fire on me, 
declared that he must of course obey them, or else he would be bang- 
ed ; but, that as he did not wish to hurt Colonel Fullarton, whose 
charaifter he respedled, he would take care to fire ovtr bis head. 
|€« '^J%^^^ All these machinatiorfs, however, were frustrated^ On the 9th of 
ra1'?iaon.d*atedJune I wrotc to B. G. Pi6lon, and enclosed copy of a Proclamation 
l*IJ)?iama"tion prepared by me, contradi6ling the mistatements in the ProcJamation 
iSdiicd"^: of the 27th of April. The letter was delivered by Mr. Hill. 
June.' Thus the Brigadier was disappointed, in bis expe&atum that I 

would exhibit any indication of using force, and theireby enable him 
to render the Colony a scene of civil warfare, and in the moment of 
confusion contrived by himself, devote to massacre eviery individual 
capable of exposing his delinquencies. 

It was intended that all this should have been represented at home 
as the unavoidable consequence of my violence and insanity, and that 
the numerous individuals who were marked onf f^>destra<5liQiii, should 
have been stated to have fallen a «adrifice-to the geiienMS -rcsentmetit 
of the better order of' virtuous inhabitants, -indigoai^-at.any impnta- 
. ' tion 
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tiaa bemg thfowa upofl tjbe dt\Bn€t^ pf their late meritorUm Gover- 
nor ; who has been deaeribed to your Lordship, by some of his adhe- 
rents, as the saviour of the |sk)pd« 

The plan of this int^^dol cataatropbe was contrived, and the 
scheme of jiistifytng. it wgs prepared* immediately after my Minute 
containing iOf)plltatiolls^again$t B. G* Pi6ton, was read in Council on 
the 24 th of Marehu Your Lorddhip received letters from the other See Lciten from 
two Commiwioners, dated the 24th ^^d 28th of March, and 2d of UrHood to*"** 
April ; charging me not only with every vehemence and outrage, butJ^jej^JjjjJ'^J'n^ 
with dired and serious derangieiDent of intelledt. Your Lordship andj^^'^^^^J^wch, 
His Majesty's Mkikitens, deceived by these impositions, proceeded to"° 
make arrangementa in the same.upanuer as if n;)y Colle^gue^ had 
stated me to have been a<StuaUy dead. 

The charge of menkal derangeinent mu^t be judged of by my con- 
duct, correspondent^ and prooeedioga i but the fallacies contained in 
these documents will be ,cx4>osed in regular course. The letter of the 2d 
of April, signed by MeiKB* I^idOQ fandHood, exhibits the sipgujar inct- 
deot o£ an otilcial cq^mmAoMXis^i Mdreiaed Uk a Secretary of l^ate, from 
tw0 iOflSscers in ciMifidwIiid : Jiitttatiotis, and holding, the ch^ra<Sler of 
Oendemei,iii whiofa^ ititlirthetftucNiptioaof asifi^ phrase, expressing 
their opinion of Mr, Woodyepr's n*erits, every sentence contains 
assertions of fails, proved by indisputable evidence on oath to hp 
A\rt& mistat^menta. 

From the ^thof jbMt, I waa employed in recoiving such of theseTeraimci. 
respedlable inbobittfntiiwas dufsA venture to ii^ur the Bri^dier*s dia-^?/^?*^. 
pleaaure, b^ viaitit)g a»e,o» beard,^ I abo aQi:(wpanied Captain Co-^J^j^'^^^^^ 
lumbine to inspeA th^ Mti^i 0f G^ispar Oraqde^ tb^ Qsr^nage, Cha-^^^j^'^- 
guramos, and alt tte adjotoiog .situaltioos, iq order to ascertain the ^»<i 24th of ^ 
measures, nteesssiry fortbet arrangectent and ddence gf these positions, *^' 
so important in a Baval Jaod mmtary 4>Qini of view* The drawings, see drawings, 
survey and report of 42aptaia Columbine are executed in a stile of pSlY/ca^in 
superior abiUty, and wiUc^nwv to your Lordship and Pis Majesty 'b^""^'"*- 
Minijrters, the most jccorreA andintereain^ information « 

On the 14th of June, the Nelly brig arrived from Barbadoes with 
Brigadier-Gdnecd Frederick Mainland, Qu^rterma^tortGeneral on 
board. He brought an. order from Lieutenant-General Grinfield, to 
relieve Brigadier^General Pi^on, and to take upon hint^elf the mili- 
tary command, in Trinidad*: ' ' T?'- i •\:.' J i 

In the. ensuing .night rB. 16. Fi6km ^aecretly'^ embarJU^d^on . l^eard 
4be Nelly, and sailed %in^T cower; of. the d^rknee*- U wiW be 
proved by evidenoe at the Bar. of the Brivy Council, that the jnudtir 
todea x>f hnfividoals whom he iiad personally, ^grij^ed. , and Qut- * • < 
j-aged, rendered; it unsafe for him to lembark by day-light^;Q^ to :, \' 
baxard himself in Ihte. Colony one. rtion^nt i^ftsw ihe ffw^di^e^^^ \ ^ 
/ • ' . of .' . •» 
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of authority. Next day, the 15th of Jone,^ Brigadier-General Mait*- 
land informed me by letter, that he had assumed the command ; 
that he was direded to consider me as Firgt Commissioner, and in- 
vited me to go on shore and to re^ssume the Government. This, 
however, I declined to do until the aggresflrions committed by 
B. G. Pidon, as Military Commander, wene- explained to his suc- 
cessor, whose partiality to him was ftilly known to roe, he having 
been the person generally* understood to have recommended that 
Officer to Sir Ralph Abercromby for the command of Trinidad, 
when it was declined by the Honourable Colonel Hope, immediately 
after the capture of the Island. On the other hmsd, it was requisite 
for me, on every principle of fmblic service and peiYonal charadler, 
by unequivocal explanation to guard against new a6is of illegality 
and aggression on the part of the Military Power, before I ventured 
-again to engage in the exercise of civil duties on shore. ^ ' ' 
^^liTVVT^ After a detailed explanation on my part, followed by a Letter 
tiJnck*MtitialMi,from Brigadier- General Maitland, and by 4iygent application from nu- 
jSmV Titters merous and respe<9:able inhabitants, wha seemed^ apprehensive i^f ^eat 
?eric?MritunV.dang^^ to the public welfare, if the Gov6mm^t were saaRifed tb 
^S!J!*f?'**'^ continue under the Military ComiBandant, I landed on the 17th in 
regular form from His Majesty s ship UlyBses^ . accompanied byCap^- 
tain Columbine. 

In order to prove the approbation of the Mercantile Interest, 
all the vessels in the Hoad d\d me the honour to hoist tiveir co- 
lours, and send their boats to escort tn(t to the' Mole,. I believe with 
the exception only of Captain Konbine of thcp Albioii, vtated to be 
imder the influence of Mr. Glosten On ihy kudtog I was iseceived 
in the most gratifying manner by all 4^8criptions of inhaWtants, civil 
and military^ excepting ten Members of the Odbildo and four Menv- 
bers of the former C^uncil^ Avith a few odier adherents, exclpnvely 
devoted to the cause of General Pidlon. If i^ true, qalhe. Brigadier 
has stated, that th^ people of colour^ and tlie' blade popiilarioo, did 
express the strongest denwnstration of their satisfadtion oil my- return, 
insomuch that it required my own personal inteirferenoe and positive 
iiTJun<5tion« to prevent a general illumination, which is highly dangerous 
in a town entirely built of v^ood. But it is not true, as insinuated by 
-the Brigadier, that the other classes of the community gave me less 
favourable testimonies of their approbation -and- regards.' * 

Tliese tfiflmg indid^hts at|e mentibncd to ^ repel the mferepresrtita- 

tions dn this- subject, stated in a libellous pix>du6lion f>rq}ared for cir- 

culatibn by Brigadier-G^eneral Pi<Slon, - and already cited^ 

sor Le'jj'to My first objed was to summon the Members of the Council 

ht^ltcSiuh to assemble on the OOth of June. Mr. Nihel, the Senior Mem- 

hy^M^r^''^ ber,^ attended, and continued to aa; he had been appointed Chief 

Black, Uightoy^ Tiisficf 

Okstcr. 
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Jattice byStt-iRateh-Abei^cromby, and had protested against the late f^^^^^^^g^. 
violent ipeasores of yiMiatanoe on the part of the- Brigadier in CoundK N'^e^jn^^^ 

'Hie other Mmibers, in a letter to the Clerk of Council, Mr. Unwin^ coSncii, dat*d 
dated aoth of Jane, signified their joint refusal to aft, and specified their 1803*". ^"°*' 
reasons* Mr. Woddyear did not sign that paper, but sent a letter to^j^^'jj^^^ 
me, intinsating his i^signation as Secretary to the Commission. Th's, addretted^io ,^^ * 
hottfiever; I declined t^^acxjept, and referred thel matter to your Lordship*. EA'^^^ndSmid 

Affother Coutieit was immediately ibrmed, consisting of Mr. Nihel,^e^SJ^La"S^! 
Sir James Bmitein, Mr. Rigby, Colonel Rutherford (the Surveyor- ^°°;[^^J^»^^^ 
Oeneral), Mr. John Smith, Mr.Wilson-f', who, with Mr, Nugent, ab- isl?. woodye«r. 
sent in England, completed thie number, until your Lordship should and Coi^ciVuu 
signify the pleasure of His Majesty. These Gentlemen, I mean the""^*^'* ■"'''''• 
six who were present, were* men of colonial experience, and distin- 
guished for pmiciples of mbderation, on which they had invariably 
a<ded. 

From the first moment of * their nomfination they dedicated their 
whole time and attention to the great obje6ts of restoring confidence, 
promoting prosperity, and providing^ for the internal safety of the 
Colony. Your Lordibip's letter annooncing the declaration of hosti- 
4ities with France, rendered preparations for military defence the pri- 
mary consideration. Arran^ments were made for increasing the Mi- 
htia in every diredion; The German Settlers were formed into a 
Corps of Yagers, under Major Mackenzie. A large forc6 of Sea 
Fencibles was organized under the Harbour-Master, Major Jacobs, 
and consultations were held in what manner to procure a sufficient 
force for gun-boats. The Colonial Artillery was pcreased. We tooksee Minuus ©f 
\he opinion in Council, varbally and in writing, of Brigadier-General Letter'and"pi*n 
Maitland, and of the Chief Engineer, Colmiel Shipley, and in every ^^^^/^^^^^^^^^ 
•instance determined to carry into effe<ft the arrangements concerted f^iMaiUwjd. 
.with them. Brigadier-General Frederick Maitland desired that, in 
the event of the Island being attacked, I should agree to give up all 
command of the Militia to him. Although I was an officer of senior 
army rank, and had beenemployed in a course of service neither less 
considerable nor less successfnl, I did not make any observation on 
this requisition, however extraordinary it might appear to me. 

• Colonel Fallarton declined to accept Mr. WooJyear's resignr.tion, tendered upon his re- 
turn to Port of Spain, as this disreputable and impnipcr character had been reinstated by 
Lord Hobart*6 Order of tlic 23d April, in bis situation of Public Secretary, which he has 
proved himself unqualified and unworthy to have ever filled ; indeed it was mortifying to 
observe the contemptible light in which Joe Woodyear, as he is called, was held all over 
the West Indies ; and it certainly did not tend 10 increase consideration for the Trini- 
dad Commission, his holdiag 90 distinguished a place in it. A respedtable Genili man 
in Tortola, mentioned having witnessed Mr. Woodyear's being publicly kicked and cufi^ld 
on the landing-place of one of the Klands, where this Gentleman interfered, to rescue 
him from such degradation) and Mr. Woodyear gladly took rd'ugc in a hut till his assailant, 
wau got out of the way. ^ 

f Brother to the Ccnnmissjoner for Army Accorapts iu the West Indies. 
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Th^se Ofliceri required 400 pioneers^ in case of emergi^oy, and 
this number was iimnediafaly voted in Counoil, and at my requert Co<«> 
lone) Rutherford undertook the command of them« Brigadkr4]re^ 
Maitland required 200 Colonial Negroes to complete the defences or* 
dered by General Grinfield, in the neighbournood of Chaguramos 
and of Gra^mr Grandd. The Council granted 250 negroes for the 
service in question, and I added a condition^ that proper sheds 
l^mj Letter to should be crcdlcd over a watering place to be prepared at the harbour 
dana March; of Chaguramos, to protect the seamen from the dangerous efFeds of 
i^iMteiiTnni.the sun and rain^ when employed on the tedious and fatiguing opera* 
*'*^' tion of watering ships of war and merchant vessels. For by the care* 

less and unskUful arrangement of this service, many valuable lives 
are lost in the West Indian latitudes *. I also adopted every measure 
in my power to form an efficient Medical Board, and to call forth the 
best exertions of skilful pra<Slitioners by the incentives. of applause and 
reward, to contrive some more sucoesshil means of preserving seamen, 
soldiers, and inhabitants, from the ravages of disease, and climate, too 
frequently rendering those Islands almost untenable by Europeans. 
In conjundMon with Mr. Vargas, Dr. Anderson, and other scientific 
men, I had prepared the plan of a society for difiusing a spirit of in- 
quiry, and colledting information on the various objedls connedled 
with natural history, mineralogy and botany, chemical researches, and 
See my Report. agricultQral improvements in Trinidad ; with Corresponding Members 
in all parts of South America, and in the Spanish, French, and English 
Settlements. I had also colleded every useful plant that could be 
procured from Europe, from the East Indies, Madeira, the Canaries^ 
South America, and the West Indian Idands. All this was efFe<9^ 
without expence to Government. 
Sec the inMfucw The accompanyiug InstTufUons will prove to your Lordship the 
IflTndMu''^' attention paid to the safety, police, and regulations of the Town and 
JJljrV'oftheColQny. 

the^Xi^ The consideration of means for rendering efficient the coUe^lion of 
Mi^iiJ'thV'Road" *^^ ^2 P^^ ^^^' duty, was another o\qe6k which commanded very ear- 
Tua Kcfruiationinest attention in the Council. Measures were concerted with Mr. 
jme^co^rlls* ^^dColllns, thc Treasurcr, for preventing the evasions of the duty which 
aaVsafc^ty ofche bad becD Suffered during the preceding Government. In order to pre^ 
ArMMwdcBa^r!^^^*- ^^Y complaint on the part of the mercantile interest, a deputation 
mt,.or Towti from that respedlable body was heard in Council, and the matter dis- 
und^Mhc the" cussed at full length, and I assured them^^ that whatever statements 
J^ci.^'^r^tortd they thought requisite to urge, or whatever amendments to propose^ 
Sl^oVporl would faithfully transmit them to your Lordship. But that to me 

lice, to which 

SSn^^imtl * ^^ hospital had been formed at Port of Spain> uuder the auspices of Governor Kaon,. 
. by Sir Ralph wherc sick seamen from thc merchant service might be received, on paying about thrcu 
huT *^cv«»ud ^^^^^^ daily. Of course no one with less means than almost the whole amount of a Beld^ 
^ " ^ officer's pay, could derive benefit from, this institutou 
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it appeared evident that fhe established duty of 3^ per cent, was more from aaing by 
advantageous to the Colony, and less severe on individuals, than any B^dy'^iuS'^the 
other mode that was likely to be substituted. We determined also to^**""***- 
appoint Inspectors of all vessels, and to give powers to the Treasurer 
to insist not only on the produ6lion of the manifest, but of the bill of 
lading, from every ship, without any exception whatever. 

Very soon after ray first arrival in the Island, arrangements had see my j.cttfr 
been made, and orders issued, to provide for and encourage the in-£t^j„^e*!'**'** 
crease of the white population, and for completing the surveys of the 
distridls of the Carony and Chaguramos. These orders were renewed 
and urged to the utmost of my power. 

Plans were encouraged for facilitating and increasing the means of 
procuring subsistence. Odious preferences granted to men in power, 
and other privileged persons, were withdrawn. Every individual in 
the Settlement was allowed to purchase without partiality. In the s«€ my i.ejter 
month of March 1803, I transmitted to your Lordship proposals from ^iJ^MSdl!^*' 
men of great responsibility in South America, for supplying the Navy 
and Army with provisions, one hundred per cent, cheaper than, I 
believe, has ever been eflfofted in the West Indies. The extraordi-seemy Rtpoft 
nary losses and defedls conne<3ed with the ruinous and fraudulent JJ^f^hULi^ 
system of exchange, coin and currency, were also fully considered ; ^««»» c**"*"*** 
but as they involved questions of great delicacy, complication and 
importance, afFedling not only the Island, but the relative concerns of 
other Settlements, no efficient measures could be hazarded, until my 
Report should be before your Lordship for the determination of His 
Majesty's Ministers. • 

From the first moment of my appointment, I had felt it to be my 
duty to study all the Spanish law books of authority, and to seek every 
opportunity of consulting with professional men of learning on these 
subjefts. 

Unfortunately, the Municipal Tribunal of the Cabildo, including see Lift of tw 
the Alcaldes, did not contain one lawyer of any country, except the^**^***^ 
Escrivano and Keeper of the Records, Mr. De Castro, by birth a Spa- 
niard. Messrs. Portel, Farfan, and Indave, were the only other 
Members of the Cabildo of that Nation. Messrs. Beggorat, St. Pc, 
and De Qourville, were Frenchmen. Messrs. Williams, Handley, 
and Harrison were Englishmen. These persons were all Planters, 
Merchants, or Ph}^icians t tdr. Black was an Irishman, Merchant 
and Planter, and aded as the First Alcalde. He was nephew to my old 
and valuable friend, the celebrated chemist and philosopher. Dr. Black, 
and had been noticed for good condu6i! and assiduity under Lord 
Macartney's Government in Grenada. These circumstances occa- 
sioned a strong partiality in my mind towards him, and his experience 
in Colonial transacSlions was of course considerable ; but his good con- 
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flucl under Lord Macartney arose from the cliara6^er of that great and 
distinguushed Governor, under whom there could not be any hopes of 
favour but by shewing zeal, ability, and corre6\ness. 

The satne Mr. Black in the hands of B. G. Pic^on, became 

one of the chief instruments of injustice, terror, and oppression. 

SeemynuestioRs From a Tribunal so constituted, no infoi'mation could be obtained, 

cXuot and 'ci»c ^^^^ ^^ ^ uegativc nature, of all that ought to be avoided in judicial 

jinswers'; iraijs. p,-a(C^ice. Your Lordship will rccolledl that I transmitted questions 

mined lo LoiJ ^ , 1 •>, • ., 1 11. • r r i • 

Hobari. addressed to the Cabildo, and their answers, m proot of this re- 

mark. As B. G. Pidlon had disgusted, or banished from the 
Island, the Assessor of the preceding Government, Don Joseph Gu- 
rado, he had also repelled every otfher peison belonging to the pro- 
fession of the Spanish Law\ The English Attorney-General, Mr. 
Gloster, declared himself totally unacquainted with Spanish Jurispru- 
SceCaseof i'u$-dence. Mr. Russcl Mihcbin, and, as far as I know, every other Eng- 
h^r^riTthl^Pri^ylish lawyer had, on some pretence or other been banished, with the 
c«c of a s^,Ia*Sish cxception of Mr. Hayes, and Mr. Proby, two professional gentlemen 
Ljwyer, from of cxcclIent chard6kci' and ability, very recently arrived in the Colony. 

Lumana.banish-- _. _ . y' i twt -nil' i • i 

edby Governor Mr. Kuox was appomtcd' to act as sole JNotary rublic, and enjoyed 
'^' the immediate and exclusive^ protedtion of the Brigadier. Under these 

circumstances, I had the good fortune to be aided by the professional 
, advice of an able and intelligent Spanish lawyer, Don Pedro Vargas, 
who, in addition to general science and deep legal knowledge, pos- 
sessed great pradlica} acquirements, having been Secretary with three 
Viceroys in the new kingdom of Grenada, at Santa Fe di Bagota. He 
adted as Assessor, or Legal Adviser, wi^i whom I consulted on all 
questions connedled with Spanish Law, ivhich came before me. He 
ialso accompanied me on all occasions to the meetings and discus- 
sions which I held with the Cabildo. On Monday the 27th of 
June, I visited that Tribunal, accompanied by Mr. Vargas, and de- 
sired that the Members would be pleased to coaimunicate to me the 
proceedings on their Minutes, or their A6ls as they are called, re- 
specting the suspension of Mr. De Castro, Regidor and Keeper of 

See Minutes, or the RcGords ; and likewise the cause of their refusal to permit Mr. 

biSSl TrMar^hi Montez to continue to a6l as Deputy Alguazil Mayor, appointed by 

^'liil\'^^3V*'^ George Augustus Adderl^, Esq. although Mr. Montez had held 
the same office under the former Government, 'with the approba- 
tion of B. G. Pi<ftoq and of the Cabildo. I also required to 
be informed on what principles Mr. Nihel had been renrK)ved 
from his office as Chief Justice, to which he had been nominated by 
Sir Ralph Abercromby ; and why Mr. Mender was superseded ^s a 
Member of the Cabildo ; desiring, at the same time, that those Gen- 
tlemen might be restored to their employn^ents, of which they had been 
imjustly deprived. ■ 
To all these positions the Cabildo refused their assent, and with 
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great reluctance and embarrassment, on my urgent requisition, pro- 
duced their ac?l respedling Mr. De CasLro. By these Minutes, for the 
first time I discovered that the majority of this judicial body, led by 
Messrs. Black and Beggorat, and devoted to the system of B. 
G. Pidlon, under vi^hicn their leaders participated in the benefits 
of unrestrained* tyranny, had secretly record^ calumnies which they 
had carefully concealed from me, and of which they vainly expedted I 
would have remained in ignorance. 

A proceeding so illegal and unwarrantable ought at all events to have 
been followed by the suspension of the individuals guilty of such adts, 
until the King's pleasure should be signified. For I was President of 
the Board of Cabildo, and of course to conceal the proceedings of the 
Boa^'d from me was a direct violation of Spanish Law. * But I resolved 
as much as possible to avoid all measures of severity, convinced that 
whatever disorders might arise from the dangerous miscondudl of the 
Cabildo, ought to be remedied by a formal order from Ministers at 
home rather than by any strong measure of mine. 

By this investigation I discovered that a mass of calumnies and false- 
hoods unequalled on the records of any regular government, had been 
entered on the Minutes of Council, during my absence, and trans- 
mitted to your Lordship, with the view of repelling accusations and 
imputations against B. G. Pidon. 

But Mr.Unwin has been pleased to withhold them, and by so doing, 
has deprived me of the means of shewing your Lordship, in detail, 
the proceedings of that period*. As Mr. iJnwin is Deputy to Mr* 
Chapman, of your Lordship's office, I think it my duty to state this 
as a regular and official complaint. 

• On "the 27th of June Sir James Bontein sailed for England, and car-ScemyLetwrto 
ried with him a number of communications from me, to which I re-dated iTih'of 
quest very earnestly to call the attention of your Lordship, and of thefeerlijohJ 
Privy Council ; because in my opinion they establish, beyond thejSjj'^^j^lJJ*^^; ®^ 

fower of coQtradiiflion, not only the cruelties and turpitude of B. G. with schedule of 
idlon, but the numerous illegalities and violations of the King's«J?" ^""°"^* 
authority, by Commodore Hood, Messrs. Black, Beggorat, Wood- 
year, and Gloster. These assertioui>, my Lord, are supported by in- 
disputable vouchers^, ready to be verified on oath before the Privy 
Coiuicil. 

As to the twelve Members of Cabildo, Messrs. De Gourville, De 
Castro, and Indave, are totally free from any imputation on my part^ 

* Mi". Uriwin, Clerk of Council, being the declared adherent of General Pidon, ac- 
counts likewise for the strange, unconnected, nod disjointed mode in which he has arranged 
(he Mliiutes, iii order^ as it would appear, to jumble Colonel Fuliarton's Statements^ and 
reiyler them as inefficient and uii5atisfa£tory as possible. 

Messrs* 
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Messrs. Williams, Harrison, Handley, Farfan, and the two Portels, 
seem incapable of forming or comprehending an opinion upon any le- 
gal subject. Under a good government and vigorous Governor, they 
would not venture to commit any considerable crimes ; and under an 
evil ruler, they seem unconscious of any public virtue, 

Messrs. Black and St.*Pe, as Alcaldes, and Mr. Beggorat, stand in 
a different predicament ; and it is for your Lordship to determine in 
what form tliey ought to be ordered to justify their condu6l, and that 
of the Cabildo. 

It gives me great concern to have exposed Sir James Bontein to ca- 
lumny, by entrusting him with these dispatches. 

Unceasing industry has been displayed in attempting to disparage all 
the individuals who disapproved of the Brigadier's proceedings, or who 
concurred in those which I adopted. If the faculty of spreading aspersions 
against others, and of obtaining general testimonies from persons inte- 
rested, intimidated^ or deterred, by liis machinations, could do away the 
mass of specific accusations, judicially verified against him, the Brigadier 
would indeed appear the meritorious charaiSler which he has assumed, 
for the purpose of imposing upon Administration, and evading justice. 

By Sir James Bontein I informed your Lordship, that a multitude of 
mistatements were entered on the Minutes of Council, and trans- 
mitted to you, of which it was impossible for me to furnish the refu- 
tation, until I got possession of the copies, in order to proceed in re- 
gular form. It would have afforded me great satisfaction, and would 
have prevented all possibility of unfair impressions firom being made upon 
the minds of His Majesty's Ministers, and the Lords of the Council, 
if those ex parte communications had not been circulated until they 
were accompanied by my answers. 

In June, I received letters from Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. Adderley, 
and Major Williamson, the Honourable Brigadier-General Thomas 
Maitland, and Sir John Hippisley. 

By these, I learned the mass of fabulous communications which had 
been secretly dispatched to your Lordship's office during my absence, 
and the effedts it had produced on His Majesty's Ministers. I was in- 
formed, however, that the arrival of Major Williamson and Mr. Ad- 
derley in London, had exposed the impositions. I could not entertain 
a doubt that the dete<5lion of the other two Commissioners, in so wild 
a projedl of imposture as the official declaration to your Lordship that 
I was in a state of serious and diredl insanity, because I disapproved of 
B. G. Pidton's measures, would sufficiently evince the motives of 
such aspersions as were circulated, and the characters of those men 
with whom I had the misfortune to be joined as a colleague. 

I had the satisfaction also to learn, that His Majesty's Ministers had 
resolved to dire<Sl a judicial investigation of the charges against B. G. 
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]^i6lon to take ptace, and that the portieg should rehini to England 
for the purpose in view. 

As soon as the arrangements for internal regulation and defence 
were in a state of forwardness^ I proceeded to refute by evidence the 
scandalous mistatements entered on the Minutes while I was absent ; 
with this intention I examined Mr.Woodyear inthe banning of July, ^j^^jy^*!;* 
and obtained from himself a complete and specific refutation of his owny««r»MtheMi. 
assertions. cu dated jui?; 

My departure two days afterwards, rendered it impossible for me to JJuji^uJrt?** 
proceed farther on the inquiry. I take it for granted, that Mr.J^^JjJ^jjJjJ^ 
Woodyear had made this the subjeA of a communication to thejj^ iiSiwif^ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as he formally announced to Mr. Ad- Mr! B««J^b^ 
derley, for my information, that he corresponded with Mr. Adding* mf^s«i alio* 
ton, and transmitted to him accounts of my conduct, with his ownE^^^tyMr. 
remarks. It is not probable, however, that he has furnished any of^^^fj^^J^ 
His Majesty's Ministers with his public recantations on these ^^^^^^^^'Ijl^^ 

On the 1 8th of July I examined the Alcaldes^ BladL and St. P^>^^°i ^'^^i** 
before the Gnmcil, respe6iing their ridiculous declarations that I hadSit^^h^ra^ 
anenaced them on the 28th of March, and had endeavoured to rescoe^^^J^^ef 
Mr. De Castro. Mr. Black underwent an investigitioD of fottrSte^SJIaabt 
hours, all of which is stated on the Minutes. At last, while in the^MKitmctt^. 
aA of interrogating him, the arrival of Brigadier-General Hidop was^^ iia»iot^ 
announced ; of course the examination was interrupted. B£k[5«*ih# 

Brigadier-General Hislop came on shore, and delivered your Lord- ^^^ ^ . 
ship's Letter, dated the 20th of May. I opened it, and communicated S!?^o1>in 
the contents to him and to the Council. He shewed me has Com- ^^^'^7t!'' 
mission, appointing him Lieutenant-Governor of Trinidad. I hadjjj;^^^",;^ 
previously received him on his landing with all the attention in ^J^J^^'^^^^i^ 
power. Next day was employed in arrangements for his public reoep-iSSi. "iSo^ei** 
tion; and in preparations for my departure with the convoy, which hll!lebS!S**i<£ 
was ordered to sail on Wednesday the 20th. In the morning, SV7p*k Mr. 
B. G. Hislop took the oaths in Council » with the usual honours^ i»i*l^b7en.'*^s^' 
presence of B. G. Frederick Maitland, and a number of the principal theifDc*:!-*™* 
inhabitants. Immediately afterwards the Lieutenant-Governor was re-of Mwt nm! 
ceived by the Colonial Troops under arms, with every demonstration of Priby ^U ""' 
resped in my power to offer. "*^**' 

In my public address on his reception, after congratulating him on 
bis appointment and safe arrival, I assured him, that the manner in 
whtcii he had a<^ed at Demerary, rendered the inhabitants of Trinidad 
sanguine in their expedations of enjoying personal tranquillity, secu- 
rity and good government under his diredlions. I farther stated, 
that as the Civil and Military Authorities of all descriptions in the 
island were fortunately vested in him, he would meet with no resist- 
ance whatever j^ even from those who had lately been most vehement ia 
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Opposing the civil powers of Government. I pdblidy declianed to him,' 
that in direct contradi6lion of the gross mUtateraents which hadi 
been so industriously fabricated; of disturbance, there had not oc- 
curred a sinele instance since my arrival in January, neither on the 
part of Englishrtien, Spaniards, French, Coloured Persons, or Ne- 
groes, that could justify such unfounded misrepi-esentations. It is 
proved by evidence, that from the capture of the Island in Mafch. 
1.797, there never occurred any tumult nor insubordination in the. 
Island. Unless we were to consider as such, the outrageous vehe- 
mence of party spirit which had been exemplified by some of those- 
who felt themselves implicated in the charges which I had exhibited. 
On the contrary, all the endeavours of spme desperate individuals con- 
nedled with the late Council and with the Cabildo, had not been suf- 
ficient to excite one a&. of riot or disobedience ; so much were the 
people of all nations and colours in the Island convinced of my good- 
intentions towards them. 

. I stated, to him, that my determination bad been to admit of no 
change whatever in the established laws and institutions ; as . the 
King's Instrodtions, communicated by your Lordship, direded matters 
to* be oondu<9:ed under the regulations established at the redudion of 
the Island, until the Report of tbe Commission should be received, ami: 
until a permanent system should be adjusted by His Majesty's Minis« 
ters for the Crovemment of Trinidad. » 

On this principle, I had not made the most trifling innovation, but had 
strenuously resisted and exposed the deviations from all principles of 
common justice and humanity ; and, in particular, from the Spanish 
Code of the Recopilacion de las Indias, which goverj^ed Trinidad. 
That I had ever reprobated arbitrary imprisonment without specifi- 
cation of the offence ; capricious banishment without any reason 
assigned; indefinite prolongation of imprisonment, without any person 
being bound to prosecute ; the inflid^ion of torture to extort con- 
fession ; and execution without trial. I then mentioned the measures 
which had been adopted since my return to the Government, as to 
the defence of the Island. 

In a meeting of Council, I expressed to B. G. Hislop, that 
the Members then present were entitled not only to my best 
thanks, but to the gratitude of the Colony and to the approbation of 
Ministers. I truly stated them as men of chara<5ler and estima- 
tion in the Island, deeply interested in its welfare and prospe* 
rity. I declared that, considering myself as the accuser of B. G. 
Pi^on, I should have felt it improper to call into Council any 
individual, however respe<9:able for property, talents and informa- 
tion, who belonged to the numerous class of opponents, and 
enemies of JB. G. Pidlon. The present Council were men who 
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di^vowed animosities, and, by tbeir modes of a6Hng m ecA)JQn^io» 
with me, had gone far to disarm all party spirit, notwithstanding the 
violent and outrageous perseverance of Mr, Gloster, Mr. Woodyear, 
the Alcaldes Black and St. V6, and other Members of ttie -Cabildo im-* 
plicated with B. G. Pi^on. 

In the short space of one month from the formation of the pre- 
sent Council, J had been enabled, by the exertions of its Members, 
to complete arrangements for the defence and security of the Settle- 
ment : a Committee had been formed to examine and report on all fo- 
reigners or suspicious persons coming into the Island ; this Com- 
mittee, by keeping regular books, and entering the names and par* 
ticulars ooncerning suspeded persons, may coueA a mass of intelli- 
eence sufficient to detedl and counteradl the designs of ill-intentioned 
inhaUtants and public enemies ; insomuch, that without having re* 
course to cruel ads of imprisonments, banishments, tortures and 
executions, there might not be a machinator in Trinidad, or any place 
in its vicinity, whose dangerous endeavours could escape detedlion. 

I shewed B. 6. Hislop the Instructions to the Commandants of 
Quarters : so far from overturning the arrangements of B. G. Pidlon^ 
when I found them good br eligible, I not only adopted them, but 
brought them forwand, as a part of that conneded system, which 
the circumstances of the Colony required. 

I explained in private conversation to B. G. Hislop, the reasons 
which made me conceive it indispensable to suspend the Attorney- 
Greneral, Mr. Gloster, until your Lordship should signify the King*s 
pleasure on the subbed. To describe the insolence and insubordi-see CommuoU 
nation of Mr. Gloster^s conduCl and expiessions from the 24th of3^^,("*jg},^^ 
March last, would far exceed any opportunity I had of ^pJai^^-i'^fS^b^^wf 
tlon during the short and hurried period of communication with B. G.Sit'ed^aothSf^'* 
Hislop. Indeed, on all subjejdls conne<5^ed with my charges against /u^^^tottTeod 
B. G. PiiSon, I felt myself precluded by the relative situation of ac-'c^^i'„c^iil^.uo 
coser and accused, from entering into any detail, comseiving a public JJI^^^^f^j^""- 
trial to be pending. I confined myself very briefly to informing B. G. '««»"» f^ »«•• 
Hislop, that in reading over the Minutes of Council from the 24th Sim!"? from th« 
of March, to the period of B. G. Piflon's departure, he would find iey/celmir 
a multitude of the most incrediUe and inconsistent allegations against 
me. That it would appear strange to him, to observe such a mass of 
misrepresentations remaining several months oh the Minutes, without 
any answ^^ being inserted on my part. That all these accusations had 
been carefully concealed from me. That they had been fabricated 
with a boldness of invention stimulated by the desperate endeavour to 
invalidate the charges which I had read to B. G. Pi6lon in Council 
cm the 24th of March. That the intimation from your Lordship of 
a war with France, had obliged me to incessant exertion, in acce* 
lerating every measure conneded with Military Defence and internal 
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security. My next objeft was, to expose the falsehoods entered on the 
Minutes, by examining Mr. Woodyear and Mr. Black in Council. 
I had proceeded to interrogate the latter, when notice was received of 
B. G. Hislop's arrival ; of course all fartlier inquiry was suspended. 

Among the many endeavours to deceive your Jliordship, by B. G. 
Pinion and his accomplices, there was an attempt to induce a suppo- 
sition, that Dr. Timbrell and others had been examined under oaths 
s^e Minutes of or iujundlious of sccrccy ; and an answer of Dr. Timbrell's, entered 
^m^^sinmc*St 'on thc Miuutcs of CouncU, was perverted, in order to give this im- 
bf«n.^*dJidAprUpi*^sion. Dr. TimbrelPs declarations annexed, will shew your Lord- 
iu°Mionby^Dr. ^'^^P ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ iusinuatiou was ; and that Dr. Timbrell a(Sled with 
Timbrell ; also great propriety and attention to the safety of Messrs. Hayes and Pro- 
cccdf^M of^I°* by, whom he conceived would have been endangered from the violence 
Jiis,Tga«d"^^^^^ B. G. Piaon, if Dr. Timbrell had stated that they had taken his 
him. Declaration. 

The same, and still stronger apprehensions, made the Spaniards 
Plat and Salazar endeavour to conceal that they had given any decla- 
ration, lest General Pi6ton might have banished or imprisoned them^ - 
as he had done to Dr. Timbrell and Mr. De Castro. * 

On these points your Lordship will have the fullest evidence from 
Messrs. Hayes and Proby, as well as from Mr. Adderley, Major Wil- 
liamson, Mr. Burke, Mr. Hill, Mr. Montez and Mr. Vargas, all now 
present, and well acquainted with every other material circumstance 
which occurred during my interference with the Government of 
Trinidad. 

The pernicious spirit which so long direfled the affairs of Trinidad, 
devoted Dr. Timbrell to destru6lion, after his imprisonment for declin- 
ing to answer questions proposed to him by B. G. Picfton and Commo- 
dore Hood, in Council, respecEling the execution, without trial, of Hugh 
Gallagher, soldier in the Royal Artillery. Finding that no impression 
could be made on Dr. Timbrell, a mancEuvre was contrived to ruin 
him by a Court Martial. An Officer of his Corps was instigated to 
exhibit charges against him, among others, on the following grounds : 
For volunteering secret information against his Commanding Officer 
B. G. Pi<fton, and for keeping company with coloured men and ne-a 
groes. The first of these was proved on the Court Martial to be to- 
tally without foundation. Dr. Timbrell not having given secret or 
volunteer evidence, nor any communications containing a word of disj. 
respect to B. G. Pi6lon, but having merely obeyed my intimation 
diredling him to give a declaration before Messrs. Hayes and Proby^ 
of such fa<Ss as he knew respecting the execution of Hugh Gallagher. 
The charge of keeping company with coloured men and negroes 
was very fully established, for Dr. Timbrell was confined in a room about 
twelve feet square, in prison, along with nine persons of those descrip- 
tions, and of course had undoubtttlly kept that company. Such was the 
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mode attempted to ruin a meritorious man, whose skill, conduct, ^'^^ ©"a^cour" m 
attention in the regulation of his Hospital, had been more highly ap-uaUacquiniW' 
proved of, during General Grinfield's visit to Trinidad, than thatof any Dr/xlrobli'i* 
of the medical men entrusted with similar situations. This will be 
proved by the declaration of General GrinHcld and of Colonel Shipley. 

On receiving Mr. Sullivan's Letter of the IQth of May, by the se* 
cond Packet of that month, I became extremely desirous of resigning 
the Government into the liands of B. G. Frederick Maitland, and of 
returning immediately to Europe, without waiting for the arrival of 
B. G. Hislop. With this view I made preparations for departure, and 
stated to the Council and to B. G. Maitland my wishes oh the 
subject. The Council, however, and the great body of Merchants and 
Spaniards, urged me so forcibly to abstain from a measure which they 
apprehended would throw the Government into the hands of Messrs, 
Black, Beggorat, Gloster, and Woodyear, the Members of the former 
Council, that I did not feel myself at liberty to resist the powerful argu- 
ments adduced for deferring my departure till the arrival of B. G. Hislop. 

By Letters from Messrs. Aciderley and Williamson, as well as from 
Sir John Hippisley and Brigadier-General Thomas Maitland, I learned 
that 'His Majesty's Ministers had resolved to institute an Inquiry re- 
spefting the charges which I had exhibited against B. G, Pi6lon. I 
was farther informed that it would be requisite to bring the documents 
and witnesses to verify the accusations. Your Lordship's orders to 
the Commissioners, aated 20th of May, specified that explanation was 
rendered indispensably necessary on the subjedl of matters recorded 
in the proceedings of the Trinidad Council. With this view, the 
King's Commands were signified, that B. G. Pi<5ton and I should 
forthwith proceed to Europe. In order to fulfil these instructions, 
and to substantiate the accusations recorded in the proceedings to 
which they refer, it became my absolute duty, as far as in my power, 
to bring home the documents and evidence required. I did not feel Sf e Leucr re. 
myself at liberty to withdraw the Council Books from the Island, norwtncssVs!'*iid- 
the Criminal Processes, nor the Records of the Jail, but I diredledfb^m pVwkVnlT, 
and prevailed on Messrs. Vargas, Proby, Burke, Hill, and the Deputy pSiuaV'^^iM^* 
Aiguaztl Mayor, Don Juan Montez, to accompany me*, as well as 
three Alguazils who were personally present, and employed in various 
applications of torture, punishments, or public executions ; and also 
the Spanish girl Louisa Calderon, who, during her minority, suffered 
torture to extort confession, by order of B. G. Pidlon. 

The jailer Vallot was also prepared to accompany us, but the Al- 
caldes Black and St, P6 urged him to abscond till my departure ; and 
I did not feel myself authorized to enforce his attendance. Mr. Fran- 
cisco De Castro, Keeper of the Records, and a material evidence, 
was adtually prepared, and ready to embark on Wednesday morning 

* Mr. Hayes had sailed for England some time before. 
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the 20th, along with Mr. Vargas and the other Gentlemen ; but Messrs, 
Black and St. Pe waited till p, G. Hislop had been sworn into office, 
and the moment after his Commission was announced they arrested 
Mr. De Castro, stating that I was no longer in the Grovernment, and 
could not protect him. This intelligence reached me while adjusting 
matters with B. G. Hislop and the Council. We immediately sum- 
moned the two Alcaldes and Mr. De Castro to attend. 

Mr. De Castro stated that the papers under his charge were in com- 
plete order ; that his Deputy, Mr. Alvarez, was perfectly competent to 
eondu6l the business in his absence, and that no such arrestation or im- 
pediment had ever occurred before. On the contrary, that Mr. Al- 
kala had been permitted to go to South -America, and Mr. Garmendia 
had been appointed in his place, without even the formality of taking 
an inventory of the documents delivered or received. A similar at- 
tempt was made by these Alcaldes to arrest Mr. Monbez, but he 6m-* 
barked before they could lay hold of him. 

Tlie Alcaldes obje6led to the Deputy of Mr. De Castro, saying, al- 
though he appeared a white man, they were not sure bat he might 
have a portion of mulatto blood in his veins, and till they were satis- 
fied on that head they would not receive him. 

I explained, without reserve, to B. G. Hislop ^nd the Council, 
in presence of Messrs. Black and St. P6, that this was a continua- 
tion of the same system of deception, intimidation, and oppres^ 
sion, by which the Alcaldes, as implicated in the delinquencies im- 
puted to B. G. Pi6lon, endeavoured to suppress all evidence, and 
to restrain every individual from criminating that Ofiicer and his ac- 
complices* I then asked Mr. Black specifically this questioa, in pre- 
sence of the Council : If an order were regularly granted and extended 
to Trinidad, under the authority of His Majesty, direding the at- 
tendance of Mr. De Castro in England, whether he, Mr. Black, 
would feel himself justified in resisting that order, and detaining Mr. 
De Castro ? He replied, that even in that event he would not suffer 
Mr. De Castro to depart until he had satisfied the Alcaldes respect- 
ing the arrangements of his oflice : thus completely insulting the 
King's Authority, in tlie presence of B. G. Hislop and the Council. 
I then assured all the persons present, that Messrs. Black and St. Pe 
were determined, per fas aut nefas, to detain Mr. De Castro ; that it 
was disgraceful to the Public Authority to alJow such machinations to 
succeed, and that Mr. De Castro ought to be permitted to embark. 

Notwithstanding these observations, the Alcaldes w^ere suffered to 
carry their point : Mr. De Castro remains at Port of Spain, and, 
imder apprehension of insult and disgrace from those nefarious cha- 
ra<?lers, he has very prudently declared since my departure from Trini- 
dad, that he does not mean to embark or leave the Island, unless 
properly summoned by regular authority. 

Before the departure of B. G. ridton from Trinidad, on the 
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I4ih of June last, he issued an order obliging the Peons, or Spanish 
Labourers, as well as all other individuals, to serve indiscriminately 
in the Militia, The consequences were, that many hundreds of 
Ibem fled precipitately to the Continent of South-America. On my 
return to Port of Spain on the 17th of June last, I instantly pre- 
vented the extension of this growing and alarming evil, which would 
have deprived Trinidad of its best and most industrious Free Labourers, 
from whom, advantages of various sorts were derived. On stating the 
case tO: the Council, we determined that no Spanish Peon should be 
obliged to serve in the Militia, nor to perform any military duty, unless 
as an a<Sl entirely of his own inclination. Since my departure from 
the Island, the appointment of Messrs. Black, Beggorat, and Gloster, 
as Counsellors, has again thrown the whole classes of Spanish inha- 
bitants into a state of apprehension and consternation, which can- 
not fail to prove injurious to every objed, connedled with the Commer- 
cial intercourse between Trinidad and South-America. 

With reaped to the numerous improprieties to which the Ladies of 
my Family, and myself, have been exposed, in a manner highly un- 
becoming their rank and condition in life, I consider these circum- 
stances as of a personal nature, and shall at present abstain from offer- 
ing any observations. 

On the morning of the 20th July, previous to my departure, I settled all|jeStttc»enii#f 
concerns with Mr. Collin, the Public Treasurer, and received from himcompttXthe*^' 
the certified Financial Statements of the Islaad^ My personal Accompt*, tISSSU.' ^ 



* Dr. 

1803. 
Jan. 18. 

Feb. 5. 

23. 

iMar. 5. 

12. 
26. 



30. 

July 9. 
19.' 



His Excellency CoUmel Fullarton, with J. P. Collin, Treasurer. 



To paid your order to John 

Burke^ Esq. - 500 
To paid your order to Mr. 

Vint, - - 500 

To paid your order to Mr. 

fiurke^ - - SOO 
To paid your order to Mr. 

Vint, . -500 

To paid you prec*t, 500 

To paid your order to Mr. 

Mackenzie, - 500 
To paid Major Dairy mple 

on you r account, by Joh n 

Bayers, Esq. - 832 
To paid your order to Mr. 

Burke, - - 500 
To paid your order to Sir 

Jamea Bontein, \66 

To paid your order to Mr. 

Burke, - - aoo 
To ditto to Messrs. Clarke 

andMoore^ - 1315 



By your salary as First Commis- 
sioner, from June 10, 1802, 
toOaoberSl, J 803, 1 year 
4 months and 21 days, at 
30001. per asn. (dollars at 
4s, 8d.) 
Sterling, 41871. 10s. 



dol. 



Cr. 

bits. 



17,946 4 



20. Tocashiafull^ 



6313 
11633 



17946 4 



Trinidad^ July 20, 1803. 

Errors and omissions excepted. 
(Signed) J. P. COLLIN. 



signed 
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signed by him, is inserted in a Note, to shew your Lordship the bre- 
vity of my pecuniary demands, and to prove that I did not, dire6tly or 
indirectly, receive one fra<5lion on the public account, on any pretence 
whatever, excepting merely the amount of my net Salary, from the 
.time of my appointment to the 1st of November last. The sum of 
J500l. paid to me, per advance, from the Treasury in London, previ- 
ously to my departure, is accounted for in my Letter to Mr. Vansit- 
tart, dated 22nd March : that Letter farther explains various sums which 
I have been obliged to advance on the Public Service conneded with 
Trinidad. 
^fiSitted"* B-^» Pi<3on, and Mr. Gloster, transmitted fallacies of the most 
fheireatury by flagrant nature, on this subject, to the Treasury; these are fully re- 
SfeSutemenioffuted in my exposition of Mr. Gloster*s mistatements, and in my Let- 
i^?neTio'a'iibii.ters to Mr. Sargent and Mr. Vansittart, of which copies are before 
iTB^P^rnJ^"^ Lordship. 
See Statement Such, mv Lord, IS the verified Narrative of Transactions relatin^r 

•f Accompt by • y^ • — ».--. ••••#• • ^-^ " 

Mr. Gloster. to the Govcmment of Tnnidad, from my appomtment as Commis- 
)^rton5*l''«i<^?!'sioner till the period of my departure. Various observations and cot>- 
nafemin"f^^**'^^^sions resulting from these events, or connedted with sub^ueot 
Leti«\o*johii* Proceedings, shall be submitted to your Lordship in a separate address, 
Sargent, tsq. J havc thc Houour to be, 

i^i Slo^Ltu With great Respedt, 

ter to Nicholas ^,«.,^«-k 

Vansiturt, Esq. MY LORD, 

^'*»' 4> *^^*»- Your faithful and obedient Servant, 

W. FULLARTON. 



Herb it may be proper ta add, that the mode in which I a<3ed on 
the subject of B. G. Pidon's resistance, as expressed in my Letter to 
him, dated the 9th of June, was communicated to Colonel Hope, 
commanding His Majesty*s 37th Regiment. His answer, dated I2th 
June, evinces the strongest approbation of my precaution, in avoiding 
to involve the Military in discussions of a delicate and uncomfortable 
nature. 

Copy of a liCtter from Colonel Hope, expressing his Approbation of' 
Colonel FuUarton'^ Moderation and CondiiSi towards the Military. 

Orange-Grove Bcarraoks^ June \2, J 803* 
SIR, 

I HAD the honour to receive your Note, with the other Papers 
enclosed, and feel myself obliged for the communica4.ion. I hope you 
will do me the justice to believe, that I am extremely concerned at the 
very disagreeable situation you are for the present placed in ; as the 

conc^u^ioa 
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conclusion of your Letter to General Pi<5on cannot fail of making your 
condu6l appear highly conspicuous, from its moderation and coolness, 
in not putting the Military Force to the alternative you allude to. 
Having been long in the Army yourself, you will agree with me, that 
at no time should an Officer or Soldier on duty be put in the situation of 
questioning the legality or propriety of the orders he receives from his 
superior Officer, who alone is accountable for his condu6l ; for if the 
principle be once admitted in any respedl, there would be a total sub- 
version of all order and discipline, on which alone the Military Force 
is founded ; nor can any thing less than absolute necessity, ana to pre- 
vent involving an Officer in a prosecution for illegal measures, warrant 
his disobedience of orders : your judgment, therefore, in appealing to 
General Grinfield, as Commander of the Forces, must be deemed by 
all cool-headed persons as a preferable method, than to have appealed 
to the sentiments of the Troops immediately under the Brigadiers- 
General. 

A few days more, I suppose, will bring Major-General Clephane 
here, who was appointed to the command in this Island : this I hear 
from Major Spread, who left the Downs on the 6th May, and arrived 
here on the 4th June. 

I have the Honour to be, 

With much Esteem, 

SIfi, 

Your most obedient, and very humjble Servant, ' 

(Signed) JOHN HOPE, 

Lt-Col. CooixnandiDg 37th R^* 

P. S. Do you wish the Papers to be returned ? 



The 
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TJie folhwing Documents are annexed^ to verify the 
Statements and Assertions on the part of Colonel 
Fullarton, and to expose the MisconduB and Mis-- 
statements on the part of General Pidon^ 



No, I. 

Statement respeSHng Madame Duval, and Conversation held bettveen 
Colonel Fullarton onrf Mr. Woodyear. 

Fehruery 12, 180J. 

THIS morning, about nine o*clock, Mr. Woodyear called on 
Colonel Fullarton, when the Colonel informed him, that he had the 
strongest objedlions against admitting into this Colony any Frenchman 
who had been ordered out of this Island, or out of Grenada Marti- 
nico, and Guadaloupe, during the war, and that he had invariably 
resisted all applications to that efFed ; but that, about a fortnight 
ago, a Frenchwoman, long established in this town, had applied ear- 
nestly for permission that her sister, or near relation, might be al- 
lowed to come from the opposite Spanish coast to see her family, and 
settle some urgent matters of property here : that Colonel Fullarton 
had granted her request, and that she arrived this morning. Colonel 
Fullarton desired Mr. Woodyear to mention this circumstance to 
B. G. Piifton ; and this is all that passed upon the subjed. 

(Signed) W. Fullabton. 

J. M. WoODYBAtt. 



No. II. 

Statement respeSlittg Madame Duval, and Message from Colonel Ful- 
larton to Mr. Woodyear, by Mr. Burke. 

Febntary 12, 1803. 

About half past two o'clock, p. m. an Alguazil having received 
orders m writing from General Piaon, to send a Frenchwoman^ 

^ named 
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Tiamed Duval, out of this Island, conducted the same woman to Co- 
lonel Fullarton, in consequence of her shewing an order signed by 
Colonel Fullarton, permitting her to remain in the Island for one \ 
week, and no more, to see her friends, and settle some family af- 
fairs. Colonel Fullarton immediately released the womap, dismissed 
the Alguazil, and sent me with General Pidon's orders' to Mr.Wood- 
year, that Mr. Woodyear might perceive some misunderstaridirig must 
have arisen, either through himself or through General Pi<Slon ; par- 
ticularly as Colonel FuHartbti had given a written permission to this 
Madame Duval, between the hours of nine and ten, a. m. to remain 
for the above-mentioned period; and farther to remind Mr. Wood- 
year, that this was the woman who, by means of her sister, or some 
near relation, in this town, had about a fortnight ago made applica- 
tion to the Colonel for permission to come here ; and that in conse- 
quence of such application at that time, and hef presenting herself 
this morning, Colonel Fullarton had allowed her to remain in the 
Island for one week ; likewise to desire Mr. Woodyear would commu- 
nicate all these circumstances to General PiiSlon. 

(Signed) John Buek^. 



No. III. 

Statement respeBing Madame Duval, hy Messrs. Burke, HBl, Vint, 

and Christie. 

Port of Spain, Saturday, Feb. 12, 1803. 

At about eight o'clock in the evening, while Mrs. Fullarton and 
thie under-signed Gentlemen, together with three Spanish Gentlemen, 
who had dined with Colonel Fullarton, were sitting at tea, B. G. 
Pi6lon entered the drawing-room, and desired to speak with the Co- 
lonel, who received him as usual. Tliey entered the gallery, which 
forms part of the same room, and is on the saipe floor. On a sudden 
the whole company was surprized by the words of General PiiSon to 
Colonel Fullartort, who was at this time quite silent ; but while Ge- 
neral Pi<5lon was continuing his vociferous and menacing intonations. 
Colonel Fullarton raised his voice, and spoke in a louder ton^e on the 
same subjedl, which was a complaint made by General Pi<fton, that 
Colonel Fullarton had granted permission to a Frenchwoman, named 
Madame Duval, to come here from the Main^ and to remain one 
iveek, for the settlement of her affairs. 

John Burke, 
Robert Hill, 
. Hugh Vint, 
George Christie. 

No. IV. 
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No. IV. 

Statement and Motion hi/ Cb/o/fi?/ Fullarton, respeSling Madame DuvdiW 

February 12, 1803. 

Such is the statement of Messrs. Hill, Burke, and Vint, three 
Gentlemen appointed to assist in the Public Secretary*s Office, and 
Mr. Christie, Assistant in the Surveyor-General's Office. 

They have, however, omitted to state the violence with which 
B. G. Pi6lon struck the rails of the gallery with his hands, while ad- 
dressing Colonel FuUarton, which, of course, induced Colonel Ful- 
larton to strike the rails with superior vehemence, in replying to B. G. 
Pi<5ton. From motives of delicacy, the three Spanish Gentlemen 
who were present have not been applied to for any declaration. 

It is farther necessary to state, that when Madame Duval left Co- 
lonel Fullarton on Saturday morning, about nine o'clock, it is under- 
stood that she waited immediately on B. G. Pi6ton, who in terms of 
great severity, as has been stated to Colonel Fullarton, ordered her 
immediately to reimbark, and to quit the Colony. . 

B. G. Pi6lon^ however, in his altercation with Colonel Fullarton^ 
insisted that he adled in consequence of a communication through the 
Public Secretary, Mr. Woodyear; while Mr. Woodyear, having 
signed the paper. No. I. proves that Mr. Woodyear hacl not, by any 
implication whatever, the remotest authority from Colonel Fullarton 
to that efFe6V. 

It farther appears, that after Mr. Burke had delivered to Mr. 
Woodyear, about half past two o'clock, General Fi<fton's order, 
which the Alguazil produced to Colonel Fullarton, as his authority 
for taking Madame Duval into custody, Mr. Woodyear, instead of 
coming to Colonel Fullarton for explanation, delivered the order to 
B. G. K6lon, and again waited upon him in the evening, after B. G. 
Pidlon's altercation with Colonel Fullarton ; but excused, himself from 
calling on Colonel FuUarton until next morning, although Colonel 
Fullarton had sent in the evening, requesting to see him on this ex* 
traordinary affair. 

Such appears to have been the rise and |>rogress of a transacSlion, on 
which, for the present. Colonel Fullarton will abstain from making 
anycomment* 

The spirit of attention and conciliation with which Colonel Fullar- 
ton has invariably condu<Sled himself towards B. G. Pidlon, is a matter 
of public notoriety. To all applications tending to criminate the pre- * 
ceding Government of this Island, Colonel Fullarton has constantly 
replied, that he wished to avoid all discussions that had any retro- 
sped; that his objedl was to look forward. With this view he has 
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been unremitting in his endeavours to soothe or palliate former ani- 
mosities, and to unite all the classes and conditions of which the Co- 
lony is composed in cordial co-oj>eration, in order that the Commis- 
sioners may be enabled to fulfil the wise, liberal, and efficient instruc- 
tions which they have received from His Majesty*8 Ministers, for the 
benefit and improvement of the Colony. 

The confidence and respedl which Colonel Fullarton entertains for 
the distinguished character and acknowledged abilities of Commodore 
Hood*, render it a matter of inclination and propriety in Colonel 
Fullarton, to abstain as much as possible from bringing forward any 
measures of importance, except those of immediate and pressing 
urgency, in expedlation of the arrival of the Commodore, witn whom 
it will at all times be Colonel FuUarton's obje<St most cordially fo co- 
0j)erate. 

Fiom the mode in which the transaction respeAing Madame 
Duval has been condudled on the part of B. G. Pi6lon and Mr. Wood- 
year, it becomes essential for the Public Service, that Colonel Ful- 
larton should fiow move, that there be produced a Certified State* 
nicut of all the Criminal Proceedings which have taken place since 
the commencement of the late Government of this Island, together 
with a List, specifying every individual, of whatever country, colour or 
condition, who has been imprisoned, banished, fettered, flogged, mu- 
tilated, tortured to extort confession, hanged, burned, or otherwise 
punished ; also specifying the dates of their respedlive commitments, 
trials, sentences, periods of confinement, punishments, and of all those 
wiio have died in prison -j-. 

Colonel Fullarton further moves, that George Adderiey, Esq. Pro- 
vost-Marshal, be furnished with copies of the same, in order that he 
forthwith prepare and submit to the Commissioners in Council a Re- 
port on these Proceedings. 

* The proftsMonal charaOer ofO^mmodoreHood still remains conspicuous. Colonel 
Fullarton regrtns that, in odier rpspeiiis, subsequent events have forced him to alter his 
opinion of a n»an whom he»iucerfly regardeil. 

f This List 0)lonel Fu:larton arranged in ih^^ most dislin^l, formal, and specilied terms, 
in order to check the violence uilh which the B.ijjadicr seemed determined to overpower 
Iwcii. Colonel Fullnrlon, by the Instrn61ions, was prevented from reinrning to Europe, 
lie conceived himself, in lis capacity of Commissioner, precludeil at the moment from 
making use cf the ordinary i>ersonal means between Gentlemen, for repressing; the outrage 
miih which he was assailed j whilst the Brigadier, in full pokscssion of the Military Power, 
seemed determined to render Colonel Fullarions situation at the head of the Civil Govern- 
ment completely contcroptibl© and inefficient. His own energies, therefore, were the only 
m.-ans left, to lescue him from circumstances so degrading. The event proved, that the de- 
cisive measure he adopted, by calling upon the Brigadier's government in a mode that 
alarmed their orgatjs, gave a turn to their mihUiken views of the First Commissioner, wh<9m 
they considered as so conciliatory and mild in his temper, that if the Brigadier let loose his 
opposite qualitications of violence and outrage, be would force the First Commissioner to 
s uiaion and condnue the preceding system of severity. At that time, he was far from sup- 
po ing it had been one of such cruelty and horror, witiiout attcotion to any forms of Spanish 
or ot Kuglish Law. 

^ Ne. V. 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 

No. V. 
Motion in Council respeSing the Suspension of Mr. Woodyear. 

February \7, 1803. 

Colonel Fullarton takes this opportunity of repeating what he 
has often and publicly expressed, that the handsome manner in which 
General Pidton received him and his family, and his readiness on all 
occasions to consult and communicate on every point of public busi- 
ness, have merited his* best acknowledgments. 

After the reconciliation which has taken place between General 
Pi6ton and Colonel Fullarton, it would be highly improper to allude 
to the transaction which produced it, with any other view than to 
render the reconciliation cordial and secure, and remove any obstacles 
that might endanger its continuance. 

Such are the objects of the present Statement and Motion, with 
the intention of shewing to His Majesty*s Ministers \frhat was the 
subjeCl of the misunderstanding, in order to prevent the mistatc- 
ments which might reach Government from other quarters, to the de- 
triment of either party. 

In the discussion which took place on Monday last, it appeared that 
Colonel Fullarton had granted permission to a Frenchwoman, named 
Madame Duval, to come here from the Spanish Main, and to remain 
for a week to settle some family concerns. 

In consequence of this permission, the woman in question arrived, 
and presented herself to Colonel Fullarton on Monday morning be- 
fore nine o'clock. He shewed the woman to Mr. Woodyear, and 
informed him^ that she had just arrived with Colonel Fullarton's per- 
mission, and desired him to communicate the same to General Pinion. 

It farther appears from the declaration of General PiAon, that Mr. 
Woodyear has represented the matter to him in a manner very dif- 
ferent from what he was authorized to do by the communication be- 
tween Colonel Fullarton and Mr. Woodyear. 

This is proved by the statement signed by Mr. Woodyear, and pro- 
duced by Colonel Fullarton on Monday last. 

It was further verified in Council, by the Statement signed by Mr. 
Btirke, that' at half past two o'clock, Madame Duval was brought to 
Colonel Fullarton, in custody of an Alguazil, with a written order from 
General Pi<fton, not to suffer her to remain on shore. 

'Colonel Fullarton immediately released the woman, sent Mr. Burke 
to Mr. Woodyear with tlte order signed by General Pi61on, and de- 
sired that Mr. Woodyear might explain or redify the misapprehension 
or rountera<5^ion which had occuired. Instead of coming to Colonel 
FuJhirton, Mr. Woodyear wont to General Fidon, and delivered to 
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him the General's written orders, which fcolonel Fullarton had sent 
to Mr. Woodyear by Mr. Burke for explanation. 

In consequence of misapprehension occasioned by Mr. Woodyear, 
General Pii^lon called on Colonel Fullarton in the afternoon, and in 
the hearing of Mrs. Fullarton, and a company of Gentlemen taking 
tea with her, Expressed himself in a manner which occasioned a seri- 
ous misunderstanding* 

Mr. Woodyear afterwards waited on General Pi<fton, but declined 
coming to Colonel Fullarton, who had sent for him after the discus- 
sion with General Pidon ; and Mr. Woodyear did not come near Co- 
lonel Fullarton till next morning. 

Under these circumstances of mistatement, omis^on, or negIe<Sl of 
public duty, on the part of Mr. Woodj'ear, on a subject of great deli- 
cacy, and very materially affeding, not only the character and estima- 
tion of the parties concerned, but the welfare and security of the Co- 
lony at large — Colonel Fullarton moves, that Mr. Woodyear be sus • 
pended from executing any fun<3ion connected with the office of Pub- 
lic Secretary to the Commissioa ; but that his salary be continued un- 
til the pleasure of His Majesty's Ministers upon the subje<Sl be known; 
and, in the mean while, that George Adderley, Esq. Provost-Marshal, 
be now appointed to execute all the duties of Public Secretary to the 
Commission ; and that Messrs. Burke, Hill, and Vint, shall continue 
to acl in the Secretary's Office, and that the necessary oaths be now- 
tendered to George Adderley, Esq. and to each of these (Jentlemen, 

Colonel Fullarton has to add, that his extreme anxiety has been to 
derive the fullest benefit from the local knowledge, talents, and experi- 
ence of General Pidlon*, in all matters connected with this Island. From 
the first moment of his arrival, he requested that a weekly meeting of 
Council might be held, to. deliberate on the proceedings that had oc- 
curred, and on such as ought to be brought forward. But in the cur- 
rent executive detail connected with the duties of Civil Government, 
it is physically and topographically impossible that three Commissioners 
can personally dire61: the arrangements, and receive the applications^ 
which continually arise. Many of these duties are troublesome and 
annoying in their nature ; but if they are not performed at all, or liable 
to countera<Slion, as at present, the daily operations and security of 
Government must of necessity be palsied,, and struck with nullity. 
W'/l!2tlr%f Under these impressions. Colonel Fullarton thinks it his duty ta 

* It has been always admitted by Colonel Fullarton, that B. G. Hdon potsestes a con* 
uderable share of natural talents, altliough perverted by evil principles, and an cingovern->- 
ablc temper. The marvellous impositions which be hag impressed on men superior to hioK 
self in chara6ter^ intelle^s^ and situation, sufficiently prove, that Colonel FtUlarton had 
not over-estimated his sagacity. 

In this instance^ the *' si populus vult decipi " of Septus Quintos^ has been applied in lest, 
tlassical terms by the Brigadier in higher diredions. 

move,. 
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move, that the daily detail of executive Civil Authority shall be P^r- Jl^'ln^and'c^l 
formed by the Senior Commissioner, being present; in the samefirmmgThe«**''" 
manner as the Military Transadions are under the authority of Gene-^nu>?cSmmis. 
ral Pi6ton ; — end that the Commissioners shall hold a weekly meeting "^*^' 
of Council, where all public measures shall be reported and discussed ; 
and that this shall continue in force until the pleasure of His Ma- 
jesty *8 Ministers be known. 

No. VI. 

List of Persons Jlogged, pilloried, mutilated, hanged, and burned, *bff 
William Payne, Executioner, delivered by him to Colonel FuUarton, 
when he visited the Jail, in company with Messrs. Black, Beggorat, 
and other Members of the Cabildo, and with Mr. Adderley, and other 
Gentlemen. 

Panged and burned at St. Josephs, and head cut off, - 1 man.. 
Ears dipt off at ditto, - - - - 2 ditto. 

Ears dipt and stampt, .... 4 men. 

Flogged under gallows, . - - . 1 ditto.^ 

Punisned at pillory, - - - - - 1 ditto. 

Led through town and pilloried, - - 1 dittp. 

Ears dipt in market, . . - j ditto. 

Ditto in the jail-yard, - • - 1 ditto. 

Mulatto man and one negro man flogged through town, 2 ditto. 

Ears cut off in the jail-yard^ of two black men, - 2 ditto. 

Beceiyed in part two joes. 

(Signed) William Payne. 

A true Copy. 

T.W. ^ 

No. VII. 

Copy of Apology to tlie Hon. Mrs. Fullarton, from Brigadier-Oeneral 

Piaon*. 

B. G. Pi6lon hopes Mrs. Fullarton will do him the justice of be- 
lieving, that nothing could be farther from his intention than offering 

* The Note of Apology to Mrs. Fullarton is inserted, because B. G. Fi<5^on attempted 
afterwards to retiaA it, stating bis tones of voice to have been moderate and proper ; at the 
same lime charging Mr. Burke, in presence of the Commodore, with having listened to a 
private conversation on tlie aflair of Madame Dnval ; which he adduced as one of the rea- 
sons why Mr. Barke should be deprived of bis atuation, as Assistant Secretary, during the 
First Coaumfl6ioaer*8 absence^ 

her 
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her any offence, by the high tone of voice he employed the other even- 
ing. When he began the discussion, he entirely ceased to recoUedl 
that Mrs. Fullarton and the family were within hearing. 

He trusts lie shall never have the misfortune of incurring a similar 
suspicion. 

Port of Spain, Feb. 1 4, 1 803. 



No. VIII. 

Opinion of Members of Council respeSlhig Mr. Woodyear*^ Suspension. 

February ly, 1803*. 

My opinion is, that the misunderstanding which happened between 
their Excellencies the Commissioners of His Majesty, was occasioned 
by an involuntary equivocation on the part of the Secretary of the. 
Commission, in a verbal communication delivered by him to General 
Pidlon*; but the reconciliation that had taken place the foregoing 
Council, having been complete, and without reserve, the business* 
could not be renewed in any manner in the following Council, with-* 
out producing new discussions, foreign to our cognizance, and uncon- 
necfted with the present state of the business. 

H. Begxsorat. 

I am* of opinion the cause of the misimderstancKng- which happened^ 
between Colonel Fullarton and B. G. Pi6lon, was the message delivered 
by Mr. Woodyear to the Brigadier from Colonel Fullarton, relative ta 
Madame Duval, not having been (from misconception or mistake} fully 
expressed ; but, as I conceive that mistake did not arise intentionally,, 
so I think a vote of censure on Mr. Woodyear's condu6t would be 
adequate , punishment, without proceeding to the extremity of sus- 
pension. 

J. Black.. 

Council' Chamber, March 3, 180S. 

My opinion respedling the suspension of Mr. Woodyear from his 
Office of Secretary to the Commission is, that the misunderstanding 
which had arisen between Colonel Fullarton and B. G. Pi£lon was 
certainly occasioned by Mr. Woodyear's not delivering the message 
from Colonel Fullarton to B. G. riflon as he was directed to do. 
But as a reconciliation had taken place between those two Gentlemen^ 
I was of opinion that every thing relating to that unfortunate affair 
had better be entirely forgot. Upon the other Members recommend- 
ing 
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ing a reprimand to Mr. Woodyear, I concurred with them in opinion. 
On the whole, I did not conceive that thig business was in any man- 
ner subjedl to our discussion or opinion. 

John Niael. 



No. IX. 

From John Robert Smith, Esq. respeBing a refusal to him of Military 
Aid on Sunday Evening lasty by an Officer of the 37th Regiment^ t/ien 
on duty, Captain Potier, of the I2th Regiment, being Captain of the 
Day. 

To His Excellency Colonel Fullarton. 

SIR, Trinidad, March 10^ 180S. 

I WAS on Sunday evening last under the necessity of tronUing 
your Excellency on the subjedi of a complaint which was lodged with 
me, respeding an attempt by some sailors to break open a Store, when 
your Excellency requested me to send you the particulars in writing 
next morning. This I accordingly did ; and your Excellency waa 
then pleased to desire I would wait upon you at your house, adjoining 
that of Greneral Pi6ton*8, at two o'clock in the afternoon of the 
same day. This order I likewise complied with, but was disap* 
pointed in not finding your Excellency at home; your Secretary, 
however, was kind enough to say he would mention I had called. 
Since that time I have not bad the pleasure of hearing any thing far- 
ther on the subjedl*. 

I therefore now beg leave to solicit your Excellency's answer, that 
in case of a similar affair happening, I may ,be enabled to a£l accord- 
Jng to your Excellency's instrudlions, as well as to avoid any blame 
that may be attached to me as Alcalde de Barrio. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Your Excellency's most obedient 
and humble Servant, 

John Robert Smith, 
Alcalde de Barrio. 

^ The delay, in giving an answer to Mr. Smith, arose frono the absence of B. G, 
Pidon, who had accompanied General Grinfield to Cbagiiramos, and had directed that 
military aid bboald not be granted, unless by an order from himself. 
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No. X. 

Statement to the Commissioners y ky Colonel Fullarton. 

Port of Spain, March 12, 1803. 

Colonel Fullarton takes this opportunity of stating to the Com- 
missioners, that on Sunday last he learned, that in the course of the' 
preceding week the Cahildo had held an extraordinary, or secret meet- 
ing, with the view of bringing forward a representation or remon* 
strance, in which he understands that he was personally concerned. 

Colonel Fullarton has felt it his duty to attend the weekjy meetings 
of the Cabildo every Mond«'>y, when not prevented by more urgent 
business, and whenever it may be necessary, will continue to do so. 

On Monday lafU he proposed to the Meeting a number of Queries, 
tlie object of which was, to remove impressions arising from misrepre- 
sentations industriously circulated, and to ascertain how far the Ca- 
bildo, and the Judicial Authorities of this Island, concurred with him 
iTi the first principles, on which the security of persons must depend 
ia civitized society. 

. He had the satisfa6lion to find, that the Members of the Cabildo^ 
verbally and unanimously, in presence of Messrs. Adderley and Var- 
gas, answered his Queries, as these Gentlemen and he expressly under-' 
stood, in a manner v^hich c^oincided with his own opinions, es^cept on 
two points. No. II. and XIIL, on whifch they promised him an opinion 
in detail. 

,He has, however, received a written Document from the Cabildo, 
in which some <rf the answers are expressed in very different terms. 
He now lays, before the Commission that Paper, with' the Queries to 
which it refers. 

He intends to move, that they may be entered on the Minutes of 
tlie Council, and that they may be transmitted to England, with such 
father information as may occur, to enable His Majesty's Ministers to 
pronounce upon the merits of the ease. 

Colonel Fullarton likewise produces a copy of a Letter from him to 
Mr. Clostcr, und that Gent!eman*s answer, with the view of their 
being entered An the Minutes of Council, in order that B. G. Pidon 
uiay iiavc the full benefit of Mr. Gloster's opinion, which was taken 
by his (Icsiro; and that, if the subjeci shall appear to Lord Hobart in 
the same light, as expressed by Mr. Gloster, his Lordship may be 
pleased to direct th.e terms in which Colonel Fullarton should apolo- 
gize to B. G. Pidlon, for having njoved in Council for a statement of 
Judicial Proceeding^,, and for a list of pcrsous who had suffered pu- 
nihhments, specified in a Paper put into his hands by the Executioner. 

Colonel Fullarton has been accused of arrogating and usurping to 
himself powers \\hich belong only to the three Commissioners collec- 
Uvely. His having visited the prison with the Members of Cabildo 
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and the proper Officers, has been adduced in proof of tiiis accusation^ 
although one of tlie.Commissioners was absent on service, the other 
fiad been long acquainted with every local circumstance, and the 
Spaiusb laws reauired tliat the prisons shall be visited ev^ry week, or 
at least freouently, by those who execute the duties of government. 

Colonel Fullarton hal farther been, accused of interfering with the 
Alcaldes, or Judj^es, and Commandants of Quarters; 1st, Because he 
signified to the Provost-Marshal, that by the laws of England — ^by the 
regulations of this Island, except in some instances, where it has been 
held sui5<^ient to aend the charge within 24 hours — and, as he con- 
ceives, by. the laws. of God and Nature, it is required, that when any 
individual is sent to prison, a specification of the otience shouM be 
at the same time transmitted, as tl^ warrant of commitment. ■ 

2d, Because he also stated to. the Provost-Marslial, that when 
prisoners .were confined in the jail, without any specification of an 
offence, and without any accusation brought forward against them, 
there was not any law in England, nor in this Colony, which, in his 
opinion, could justify their detention ; .^especially in a prison so inade- 
quate and noxious, that to» be confined in it, is a severe punishnient for 
any ordinary delinquency. 

3d, Because he Jiad merely direcSled that, whenever any slave or 
person was committed to prison, the (mA should .be reported to bim 
as a Member , of Government, although by the Spanish law in this 
Island, no individual could be comipitted to prison at all, except by an 
order from the persons exercising tjie powers of government. 

It has likewise been imputed to Colonel Fullarton, as he conceives, 
in very unbecoming -terms, in a letter atldressed to the Commisiooers.. 
by the Commandant of a Quarter, Monsieur Noel, that the People of 
Colour are excited to insurredtion, because a mulatto, named Durand, 
who had been sent to prison on the 4^h pf February, viMthout any 
specification of 4i crime, was released on tfie 8th. ' It appears that 
Mr. Noel, or his Assistant, Mr. Clozier, sent n letter dated the 6th, 
which was received upon the 7th, explaining that Mr. Noel had 
not sent the specification of the crime along wiih the prisoner. Co- 
lonel Fullarton, however, had not read that letter, which was written 
unintelligibly, or in a bad hand. 

The otlier Commissioners objected yesterday to Colonel Fullarton's 
suggestion of his writing any letter to the Commandant of a Quarter, 
as trenching on the colle<5^ive powers of the Commissioners. Al- 
though he by no means admits the positiim, that he is precluded from 
corresponding with any person, except in his colledlive capacity as a 
Commissioner, yet he has abstained at present from corresponding 
with Mr. Noel. 

As far as depends on him, he is also desirous of abstaining from-t 
that tone of contest in which the daily business of the Commission, 
anA weekly business of the Council, has of late been condu(aed. It can 

H 2 only 
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only tend to degrade the estimation of the Commissioners^ and to inter* 
i[apt all the important objects for which the Commission was appointed* 

He feels it incumbent upon him to prepare materials for a Report, 
and* to view in person different positions on the Island : these duties 
will prevent him from a r^ular attendance on the daily meetings of 
the Commission, and on the weekly noeetings of the Council. 

As often as he may thus be absent, the other Commissioners will 
of course perform the daily duties of the Commiasion. He trosts, in 
their exertions, they will be more successful^ than he could hope to be, 
under existing circumstances. 

At the same time, he will attend to the current proceedings of the 
Board ; he wHl be ready to express his sentiments on every material 
occasion, and to bring forward every suggestion which he conceives 
essential, to promote the objects of the Instrudtions which he has re- 
ceived from His Majesty's Ministers. 

Colonel Fullarton has only to express, that in his opinion, an apology 
ought to be made by the Commissioners to General Grinfield, as Com- 
mander in Chief, for having omitted to request, that he would see the 
Militia Corps under arms, fiut in the present state of executive duty 
in this Island, it hardly seems pradlicaUe, that three Commissioners 
could command or manoeuvre those Corps in the field* At all events, on 
this Sttbjed Colonel Fullarton shall take the liberty^ in his individual 
capacity, of apologizing to General Grinfield for the omission m question. 

(Signed) • W. Fullabton. 

No. XI. 

Letter from George Adderley, Esq. Promst^Mankaly informing that 
Military Aid^ on application, had been rejitsea. 

SIR, Porta/ Spain, Feb. 18, 1803. 

I BEG to inform you, that between the hours of ten and eleven 
last night, the patrole of Alguacils apprehended a Negro Slave in the 
sentry-box on the Pier-head : he was asleep on the knapsack, blanket^ 
and gteat coat of a Soldier of the 37th Regiment. They abo stopt at 
the same place, three men in sailors* jackets, who appeared to be 
guarding a canoe; but as they were already encumbered with the 
Negro and the baggage, the Teniente, Mr. Montez, applied to the 
Guard at the Fort (for there was no sentry at the . Pier-head) for 
assistance, which was refused, and the Sailors escaped. 
I have the Honour to be, 

SIR^ 

Your most faithful and most devoted Servant, 

G. Addbbley, 

Provost-Marshal. 
tRs Excellency Colonel Fullarton, &?c. ^c. ^c. 

No. XII. 
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No. XII. 

Eq Noel, Commandant ofCarenage^ Jus Order for imprUoningDorand, 
a Mulatto, without any Crime specified. 

Il est ordomn6 a l'Algua«U Kerre Guard de conduire a la Geole le 
Mulattre Durand pour y rester jusqu* a nourel ordre. 

Carenage, - (Signed) En Noel, 

Le A Fevrier, J 803* Commandant. 



Spanish AB, in which it is enforced that no one can be imprisoned with^ 
out the specification of his Crime, &c. &c« 

Law 6th, tit. 6th, Book 7tk, Recopilacion de Leys de /ncK<M.— The 
Jailer must keep a book, in which he must enter the names of 
the prisoners ; of those who ordered them to be takaci up ; of those 
who executed the order, the cause, and the day ; he must gtre an 
account of the same to the Judge ; nor trust the keys of the prison 
to Indians or Negroes, under penalty of corporal punishment, or of 
making good the damage, by his person or his goods* 

(A true and faithful translation.) 

(Signed) John Buek5» 



No. XIII. 

Minute of Council by Brigadier-General Pi<Slon« 

March 17, 1803. 

Brigadier-General Fi6lon has the honour to move, that Papers No. 1, 
2, 3, be read and entered upon the Minutes of the Council. The two 
former are declarations upon oath of Mr. Woodyear and Servant, 
touching a communication from Colonel Fullarton to the Brigadier- 
Greneral, respedling a free woman of colour, named Jeimne lliouise 
Duval. The communication made by Mr. Woodyear, as corredlly 
stated in his affidavit, quadrates so perfe6lly witn what the Bri-. 
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gadier had a right, from his situation, to expe<5l from the First Com- 
missioner, that he naturally could not entertain any doubt of its cor- 
re(5\ness and authenticity. It was natural to expedl that the First 
Commissioner would not have taken a §tcp so hazardous and dange- 
rt)us to the Colony, as the introdu(51ion of such an atrocious cha- 
Ta<5ter, who had* been sent off by His Majesty's Governor, for cou- 
spirinj? ngainst the^pcace ^nd safety of the Island, without consultieg 
the Commissioner joined with him by His Majesty m the Govern- 
ment, and who moreover was the very person who had sent her off. 

If the. communication had been delivered, as Colooel Ful^rton 
states it'ought to have been, the Brigadier must have considered it as 
an msi>k, calculated to give him offence. It w»ould be as much as to 
say— I have sent you Jeanne Louise Duval (a person sent off the 
Island by your authority), to inform you that I have determined to 
admit her into the Colony, whatever your sentiments may be on the 
occasion. I cannot pretend to penetrate the motives of His Majesty*s 
First Commissioner ; they lay too deeply concealed for me ; but I can 
take upon me to say, . that the admission of suqh dangerous persons, 
in opposition to the remonstrances of His Majesty's Commissioners, 
contrary to the opinion. and advice of hrs Council, has excited a 
general apprehension amongst afl the respectable part of the com- 
munity, arid a well-founded dread of the spirit such an example is 
calculated to itisplre into a dangerous and numerous class. 

*Th©Bi*igadief did his duty on the occasion; requested a private con- 
ference with the Commissioner, and gave him bis opinion in an open 
and candid manner, such as became hi^ situation. The Commissioner 
complains, that it was given in a high tone of voice, and disturbed his 
family : he spoke as he felti and ai he will always feel and speak on 
similar occasions, either with or without witnesses ; for a man of pro- 
bity is not afraid of being heard. 

The Brigadier trusts, that it would be more for the good of the 
Colony, and of His Majesty's Government, that the First Commis- 
sioner should consult with his Colleague, whose honourable principles 
would secure him from nW possibility of imposition^ than with a set of 
artful, intriguing, ill -designing bankrupts in fortune and reputation, 
who besiege the avenues, and poison all the channels of information. 
Whilst there exists a suspicion, that the First Commissioner can so 
far descend from his high situation, as to consult with individuals of so 
despicable a description, what sentiments can prudent persons enter- 
tain of his government ? 

The Brigadier has observed, with concern^ many interferences, on 
trivial occasions, with the duty of Magistrates, which have had the 
evil tendency, on one hand, of weakening their contidence in the sup- 

})ort of Government, and thereby paralyzing the execution of the 
aws ; and on the * other/ of inspiring the free people of colour and 

slaves. 
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slaves, with ah opinion, that they have heen treated with unreasonable 
-restraint and harshness. In a country, constituted as this is, very ill 
consequences may proceed from the best of motives and princi[:4es, 
theoretically good, applied without discretion, may and will be pro- 
du^ive of mischiefs which cannot be easily calculated. 

The laws, in all countries where slavery is: established or tolerated, 
allow the master to secure* the obedience of his slave, by reasonable 
and moderate punishment ; and the Government ought not to inter* 
fere, unless such punishment is carried to excess. 

But the First Commissioner, by ordering that no punishment should 
be inflidled without his order, has superseded the power of Masters 
and Magistrates ; and in a certain degree rendered the slave independ* 
ent of both : the misery which has laid waste many of the neighbour- 
iitg Colonies, ought naturally to guard us against such dangerous in- 
novations. 

The First Commissioner, in aflairs of a trivial nature, and of no 
great moment, had the air of always waiting the arrival of the Com- 
modore, but in a business of importance (the suspension of the Public 
Secretary), he a(5led immediately from himself, in opposition to the 
opinion of His Majesty's Council, and the protest of his Colleague. It 
might be observed, that he had Httle hopes that a Gentleman of the 
Commodore's high and decided chafftiiter, could be l^rought to ac- 
quiesce in a measure (precipitate, arbitrary, and cruel) upon slight and 
controverted grounds. 

As the Commissioner's Paper, No. IV. contains insinuations of a 
most insidious nature, calculated to impress His Majesty's Ministers with 
opinions injurious to the Government, at the head of which the Bii- 
gadier presided during dangerous and perilous times ; he thints it his 
duty to move. That the iUcakles in Ordinary be called upon to pro- 
duce all the criminal proceedings that have been carried on in their 
respe<!?live offices, since the first day of March 1797, and that tliey 
be remitted by the Clerk of the Council, to the Office of His Majesty's 
Secretary of State, th^ Right Hon. Lord Hobart. 

(A true copy, taken frorn the original in the Council Minutes). 

(Signed) Geo. Ukwjn-, 

Deputj-Cleik. 



No. XIV. 
J. L. Alfred*^ JjpLdavity (Mr. WoodyearV SerDani,) 

Port of Spain, Fd, I/, 1803. 

BfiTWEBN nine and ten o'clock on Saturday night, the 12th, Colonel 
FuUarton sent a Note to Mr. Woodyear, and Mr. Woudyear was not 
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at home ; a short time after, he came home very unwell, and sent me 
with his Compliinents to Cc^nd FoDarton, to say he was very sorry he 
was out when the Note came, and that, if Colonel Fullarton would 
excuse him that ntght, he would wait upon htm in the morning as 
early as Colonel Fullarton wished ; or that, if it was any thing very 
particular, Mr. Woodyear would come tmmedtately. Colonel Fullar- 
ton made answer, that it was nothii^ very particular, only that he 
wished to go to chorch in the morning; and that if Mr. Woodyear 
waited on him between eight and nine in the morning, it would be 
time enough ; which messi^ I delivered to Mr. Woodyear, who im- 
mediately went to bed without going out any where. 

(Signed) J. L. Alfred, 

Servant to Mr. Woodyear. 
Sworn to before me, this 17 th February, 1803. 
(Signed) Johbt Nihel, 

Chief Justice. 

A true Copy^ taken firom the ordinal in the Council. 
(Signed) Geo. Unwik, 

Deputy Qerk. 
Trinidad Minutes. 

No. XV. 

Mr. Woodyear'* jfffidavit. 

At the hour of nine o'dock in the morning (or thereabouts) of Sa- 
turday the 12th February, 1803, I waited upon His Excellency Colo- 
nel Fullarton, as usual, to take his Commands, in the capacity qf Se- 
cretary to the Board of Commissioners for governing this Colony, Co- 
lonel Fullarton being the first .named in the Commission for that 
purpose. 

Shortly after my being in the room, a woman of colour (who 
proved in the sequel to be Madame Duval) presented herself, and 
was received by Colonel Fullarton, who entered into a conversation 
with l>er, not one word of which did I hear. Colonel Fullarton then 
took me into the first gallery of his house, and informed me that ap- 
plication had been made to him some time since (I think a fortnight) 
by some female relative of this woman, that she might be permitted to 
come to this Colony for the settlement of her aflTairs ; and His Excel- 
lency says he added (but I did not so understand him), that he had 
given her his permission to remain here for a short time. Colonel 
Fullarton then desired me to go to General Fidlon with the woman, 
as / conceived^ for his approbation ; and this appeared to me to be the 
only reasonable construiSlion, as Hjs Excellency Colonel Fullarton 

added. 
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^ddody *^ that ]be wished I would convey to General Fidkm his decided 
opiaion, tha^ every obstacle should be thrown in the way, to prevent 
this desaiptiati ^ people from comtRg to the Island, of which he 
thought there were alreadjf too loanyw" This sentiment I did convey 
to Genial Fjidon in the. most pointed menner. 

After our cpnversation finisbed, I found that the woman was gone 
on ; and when I arrived, at; Geneml Pi<Ston*8, and informed him that a 
woman of colow bad been with CoJooel FuUart^i), fr6m the Main^ 
who desired her tp come tQ hiip> GeQeral Pt^on immediately said, 
*' Sir, she has been here, and I have ordered her to be taken on boaxd 
again, a$ she is a mo^t notorious Brigand, and a wery dangerous per- 
son to be allowed to remain in this Colony," or words to that effe6t. 
If I had so understood Colonel Fullarton, I should certainly at this 
moment have communicated to General Pidlon the circumstance of her 
having received a permission from His Ewellency to remain for a 
short time. Such, however, not being the case, I reasonably con- 
ceived the business to be settled in the proper course, and didj^qtifeel 
it my public duty to move fart her iifct ho matter at that time, as I had 
a great deal of the ordinary routine of business to attend to in my of- 
fice. I heard no more of this basiwflffi till about two o'clock, when 
Mr. Burke came to me, and presented a paper signed by General 
Fii^on. I a^kcd ^< from A^heaee ife camie T' lie answered^ ^* from thd 
Colonel/* I replied, ^^ for. what puqjose.?'! He said, with a shrug 
of the shoulders, " I don't know — that you should see it, I suppose." 
Heine ovr confehsDce etk^d, and he went away. 

I felt it my duty ta General Bdlon to deliver him the paper with hid 
«ignature, and, is Mr.> Burke states in his paper, it was Colonel FuU 
larton's diesire I should do so, I conceived it was the dire^l official line 
qi conda6t I ought to have observjed. The consequence of this, was a 
u>eeting and altercation between Colonel Fullarton and Ger^end 
Pi6ioD, the result of which I deplore as much as any man li[ving cat» 
do. Between nine and ten .o'clock at night I received a Note from 
Colonel Fullarton, to see me. I was just going to bed, and sent to 
excuse myself till morning, by my servant, who brought me an an- 
swer from Colonel Fullarton that tmt would do. These are the whole 
of the circumstances of this unfortunate business, aa far as myjublio 
situation and duties have any relation thereto. 

So help me God. 

(Signed) Joseph M. Woodyeab, 

Secretary of the ConaraissioD. 
Port of Spain, Trinidad, Feb. 18, 1803. 

Sworn to before me, this 18th day of February^ 1803. 

John Nihel, 
Chief Justice. 

: ;. , I p. s. The 
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P. S. The paper which Colonel Fullarton alludes to, in his State* 
ment to the Council, I solemnly declwe, upon the oath I have taken^ 
I was surprized into the signature of ; and I hereby retra^ it. Co- 
lonel Fullarton might have told me as he aseerts ; but the only per- 
mission I understood him to have giv^ to the woman, was to come 
to the Island, but not to remain ; as I did not suppose it possible that 
Colonel Fullarton could have so far forgot the relative situations be- 
tween himself and General Pidon, and the duty he owed to the lat- 
ter, as a conjoint Representative of His M^esty, es to adopt such a 
line of conduct. 

(Signed) J. M. Woodyeab,. 

A true Copy, taken from the original in the Council Minutes* 



A, Copy 
T.W. 



(Signed) Geo. Unwin 
Deputy Ckrle. 



Nov XVL 



Statement By Afr^ Burke, re^eSUng the Cofwensation between Mh, 

Woodyear and bim^ 

In addition to what I stated to have taken place in the eonversatioa 
1»etween Mr. Woodyear and me on the 12th February, relative to 
General Pidlon's order concerning Madame Duval, 1 likewise have to^ 
assert, that after I related the circumstances alluded to in that State-- 
]»ent, Mr. Woodyear remarked in a pointed manner, that ** he wafr 
sorry for it;*' and -that Colonel Fullarton should aA very cautiously, 
as such proceedings would give General Pi6lon's enemies a triumph. 
At these, or similar words, I replied : " I am not authorized to an- 
swer,, much less to give opinion, on such subje<3s." I furthermore re* 
marked^ that Colonel Fullarton would never issue, knowingly, an- 
order, io opposition to General Pi<Son's ; and taking out my watch, 
1 said^J^ please remark, that this order of General Pi6lon has beea- 
given five hours after the Colonel's ;" on which Mr. Woodyear shrug- 
ged up his shoulders j and nothing more was said on either side. 

John Bubke*. 
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No. xvir. 

Affidavit of Messrs. Adderley, Burke, Htfl, Vint, and Williamsori, 
resptSling Mr. Woodyear retraSlmg his Declaration. 

Trinidad. 

The undersigned voluntarily appeared before me, John Nihel, Esq, 
Chief Justice, and made oath on the Holy Evangelists, that on the 
morning of the 1 3th of February, Mr. Woodyear waited on Coionel 
FuHarton '; that, in their presence, the annexed Paper was presented 
to Mr. Woodyear for hi$ perusal ; that after the first reading, he 
assented unconditionally to the truth of the statements therein con- 
tained ; that Colonel FuUarton desired him to read it attentively, as 
some discussion had taken place between .General Pi6ton and him, 
which would render both their signatures necessary ; that Mr. Wood- 
year again perused the Paper ; made an obje6tion, saying, *^ I do not 
recoil^ whether it wias sister or near relation ;" that Colonel FuHar- 
ton replied, ^* read on, you will find I have added the words, or near 
relation ;*' and that then Mr. Woodyear professed himself perfedlly 
satisfied, and signed the Paper in their presence. They farther make 
oath, that from the time which elapsed between the first and second 
reading of the above Paper, from the coflecfted manner in which 
Mr. Woodyear pointed out what appeared to him a verbal mistake, 
and from the conversation which ensued between him and Colonel 
Fullarton previous to the signature, they do not think it can be possible 
Mr. Woodyear could be surprized into the signature of a Paper, of the 
truth of which he was not convinced. 

(Signed) Geo. Acg. ADDERLBy, 
John Francis Burke, 
Robert Hill, 
Hugh Vint, 
Thomas Williamson^ 
Sworn to before me, this 19th of March, 1803, 

John Nihel, 
Chief Justice. 
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No. xvm. 

ColanelFMsitton's Minute of the IQth March^ in answer to B. G. Pk^ 
ton's Minute of the IT thy read in Council on the 24th March; and 
various other Documents entered on the Minutes of Council. 

March 19, iBOa. 

Fbom the mode in which the business of the Commission and of 
the Council has lately been conducted, Colonel Fdllarton entertaiii» 
little expe6tation of any benefit resulting at present from any staten^ent 
m bis power to make. He feels it his duty, however, on this occasion,, 
to represent the serious, etil to the Colony, and the disappointment 
to His Majesty's Ministers, which must unatoidably arise from tbt 
discordant sentiments of the Commissioners, and the interruption and 
eounterA<£lion to all the leading objects specified in the Insirudions. 
The obstacles which have opposed the preparations for establishing the 
White Settlers ; the refusing the appKcatkm of the Siirveyor*GeneraI, 
ibr a Schooner to ehable bis survey and researches to extend around 
the Island, will occasion the loss of thej^reseot favourable season ; and 
the refusal to permit the Intendant of Police, tbe Chevalfer de la Sw- 
iRigere to ad, is accompanied by a total n^led of the attention neces^ 
iary for the cleanliness, health, and safety of this town. 

The Merchants and the Public at large, are left without their Letters 
for weeks after the London Mail has arrived at Barbadoes, and aft;er 
the N^va) and Military Departments have received their Dispatches. 

The MiHtia remain without any one to order or mspeGi them. 

The Minutes of Council have not been transn^ed to Lord Hdbart^ 
although copies of them previous to the 10th February were long ago- 
prepared by Colonel Pullarton^s dir^ons. Even a Public Letter is not 
prepared, to inform Lord Hobart, by His Majesty^s Ship Excellent, of 
these and other material circumstances. 

As for Colonel Pullarton, so far from having any power to remedy 
the» and other euils, his Colleagues, in the Letter which they didiated 
on the 1 4th of March, request to know in what part of the Ifiatru^ions he- 
is allowed to absent himself from the Commission without regular per- 
mission, or to make any separate examination or regtort without con- 
sent of the majority of the Commission. If these queries were ad- 
mitted as affirrtative positions, they would not only depose him from 
any exercise of his duties as a Commissioner, but would disfranchise- 
him from the privilege of writing, conversing, corresponding, or mov- 
ing from one place io another, without an or^r or permission from; 
his Colleagues. 

In his Letter of the 12lh. of March, Colonel Fullarton expressed his 
earnest desire to abstain from all tone of cont^t^ which only tended 

ta 
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td degrade the Commissioners, and to interrupt all public business. 
His Colleagues didlated three dHFerent Letters to him, in consequence 
of receiving the intimation of his intention to leave them to perform 
the daily duties of the Commission : in the last of these Letters, they 
urge him to meet them in Council on the 17th March. After such 
communication, he went,, in full confidence that matters would be con- 
ducted on terms becoming Gentlemen and Members of CounciK 

It is difficult to express his sentiments, on receiving the aggravating 
incivilities which occurred at that Meeting. 

Colonel Fullarton now moves^ that the following Papers be read and 
entered on the Minutes : first, his Statement to the Commission on 
the 12th of March, together with the Papers to which it refers ; in- 
cluding the Queries to the Cabildo, of the Qth of March, and the Re- 
presentation of the 28th of February, of which last Document Colonel 
Fullartcm had no intimation from the Cabildo, until he observed it 
quoted in the Answers ta his Queries, and applied in writing for a Copy 
i>f the Aa. 

To these are added a Copy of a Spanish Law, tit. 6th, lib. 7th, of 
the KecAfMtulation dellas Indias, declaring, that no one can be impri- 
soned without speci6cation of bis erime^ 

Colonel Fullarton also moves, that his Letter of the Qth of March^ 
to Archibald Gloster, Esq. Attorney-General, may be read, and en- 
tered on the Minutes, as well as the Answer. 

Colonel Fullarton farther moves, that his Statement, dated the 19th 
March, in answer to B. G. Pi<fton*8 Minute of the 17th of March, be 
read, and entered on the Minutes, together with the Affidavits of 
Messrs. Adderley, Burice, Hill, Vint, and Williamson, and Mr.Burke*a 
separate Declaration, all confuting Mr. Woodyear ; and that Copies 
ot these Papers, and of all Minntesof Council since the opening of 
the Commission, be trasAnitted, by the first opportunity, ta the Right 
Hon. Lord Hobart» 

Port qf Spain, March IQ, 1803. 

Cblonel Fullarton moves, that the following Statement be read, 
and entered on the Minutes of Council. 

On the subjedl of the Affidavit by Mr. Woodyear, Colonel Fullarton 
will not offei- any comments, except merely to observe, that the Paper 
n^arked N. 1. which Mr. Woodyear signed, is proved by the annexed 
Declaration to have been carefully perused by Mr. Woodyear, before 
he and Mr. Wood)'ear subscribed their names. If any surprize has 
occurred on this subjeift, it must arise from the retracing upon oath, 
a written paper deliberately signed. 

With respedt to the Paper produced by B. G. Fiilon, Colonel Ful- 
larton must, in the first place, remark on some expressions in that 
Minute, that they arelo be submitted ttf the consideration ofHislVfa- 
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j«sty*s Ministers, who will determine how for siich termtf ore proper to 
be used by one Officer, or received >by another. His answer to th^ 
other parts of tlie Minute are anticipated by Ins Letter of the 9th of 
March to tlie Attorney-General. The terni insidious has too Jittle 
connexion with Colonel Fullarton's charader and habits, to require 
an answer, except to shew, that the bare mention or enumeration of 
judicial proceedings in this Colony calls forth ungracious epithets, and 
seems to account for the impressions very generally received, that any 
attention to the ordinary course of justice would, by implication oi* 
otherwise, be considered as offensive. 

Colonel Fullarton can hardly think the General serious, when he 
stotcs that he would have considered it as an insult, if Colonel Fullar- 
ton had inthnated the permission granted to Madame Duval to return 
for a week within the Colony. This may perhaps explain Mr. Wood- 
year's reason for omitting to communicate to General l^idion the inti- 
ination he received from Colonel Fullarton, but can hardly be ad- 
mitted as the principle upon which the business of the Comuiission 
ougl»t to be transacted. 

Docs the General mean to state to the King's Ministers, that Co- 
lonel Fullarton must not presume, in this Island, to express any opinion, 
or to intimate any intention of his own, without previously knowing 
that it has received Gteneral Pi(5lon's approbation ? 

Does the General mean to state, that the English hold this Colony 
on so insecure a tenure, that the admission of an old Frenchwoman 
for a week, is to occasion well founded dread, or to overturn the Go- 
vernment ? 

Will Commodore Hood hazard his reputation upon such propo* 
sitions ? 

When there were only two Commissioners in this Island, and the 
casting vote in Colonel Fullarton, can it be seriously asserted, that 
Colonel Fullarton had not the right of granting a permission, and of 
intimating his intentions through the Public Secretary ? 

If the General disapproved, and thought Madame Duval, or any 
other person, dangerous to be admitted, he was at full liberty to ex- 
press his dissent, m proper terms, at the first meeting of Council, or 
otherwise, as he thought right ; he could not, however, be justified 
in issuing a counter-order. 

But on what principle, short of absolute and despotic power, vested 
in General Pidlon's person,, can it be maintained that Colonel Fullar- 
ton commits an offence against him, by granting a permission, by visit- 
ing the jail, by moving for a list of punishments, or by direding the 
Jailer to report, as he ought to do, the reception of all prisoners, the 
specification of the crimes for which they are committed, and the sen- 
tence pronounced before the punishment be inflicted ? 

These are points on which Colonel Fullarton not only has aright to 
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be informed, but he would be guilty of serious breach of duty, if he 
negledled to procure the necessary luforiTiation ; especially after having 
learned from Mr. Beggorat, a Member of Council, that slaves had 
suffered torture to extort confession. 

It was no less the duty, than the inclination of Colonel Fullarton, to 
consult with his Colleague ; but he is yet to learn, by what magical 
influence those consultations, and the honourable principles ot his 
Colleague, could secure him from all possibility of imposition. 

He apprehends that the General himself has been egregiously im- 
posed upon by the honourable and worthy men, who liave informed 
him, that intriguing, ill-designing bankrupts in fortune and reputation,, 
poison all the sources of Colonel Fullarton's information, and are con- 
sulted with by him, to the exclusion and annoyance of all prudent 
persons. 

Colonel Fullarton, since his arrival, has constantly and personally 
conferred with all descriptions of English,. Spanish and French subjects. 

He shall never conceive that he descends from any situation, by 
attending to the applications of those whose interests he is bound to 

t>rote6l and promote. On his arrivaT, he expressed his wishes to the 
eading persons of every class and profession, to be informed of all 
matters which they conceived conducive to their own welfare, and to 
the improvement of the Colony.. 

Some time afterwards a respe<?lable body of British Merchants and 
Planters proposed a Meeting, in order to express their sentiments to 
the Commission, on some points of great importance to the credit and 
commercial prosperity of Trinidad ; but, finding that the proposal 
offended General PiWon, they desisted, and the advertisement, signed 
by James Rigby, Esc[. aonowncing the intended Meeting, was post- 
poned. 

With respedl to the Spanish population connected with this Island, 
so many individuals are stated to have been banished and otherwise 
punished, and so many uncomfortable cirdumstances have occurred to 
excite apprehension and alarm among them, that a long series of mild 
government, and of judicial security of persons and of property, will be 
required^ before any considerable nimiber of that race of men, so valu* 
able to our commercial interests, can be prevailed on to trust them- 
selves among us.. 

This will not surprize those who know at this moment, that Andrea 
D'Espana, of a respe<5table family on the Spanish Main, remains in 
prison, after many months imprisonment, without any charge against 
nim, as far as can be discovered, and without any person bound to 
prosecute. 

Mr. St. Jsisp de Marino has been banished from a large possession, 
on the Island of Chaca Chacorea, because he inadvertently landed, oc 
employed, a Mulatto who had fallen under General Fii^on's displea- 
sure.. 
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part. iVdmittm^ this to have been an offence, it surely will appear an 
arbitrary and cruel a6l, to continue that banishment, equal to a for- 
feiture of a large property, for such an offence. 

Another instance occurred, in which a Spaniard is stated to have 
been executed without trial, having been suspedled or charged with 
inveigling some soldiers from hence. 

Also a Spaniard named Celesjtino, from St. Joseph's, is stated to 
have been executed without trial, under the charge of being a Revoltoso. 

It is also stated, with what degree of truth Colonel FuUarton will 
not assert, that a Proclamation or Advertisement was issued under the 
Spanish Government, offering a large reward for the head of General 
Pi6lon, in consequence of the severity with which he a6led against the 
Spaniards. 

With respeA to the Free People of Colour in this Island, neither 
Colonel FuIlarton*s motives nor his modes of a6ling are concealed, 
although at variance with the modes which have been pradlised under 
the Government of General Pinion. 

They are admitted to be a numerous class, and must certainly prove 
dangerous, either when ruled on the one hand with seventy and 
Oppression, or with too much lenity and relaxation on the other. 

Colonel FuUarton maintains, that he, as a Commissioner, is indivi- 
dually entitled to grant permission to any person to come into this 
Island for purposes of business^ intelligence or otherwise, excepting 
only such as have been banished by the sentence of a Court of Justice, 
regularly recorded. 

He has, however, abstained from the exercise of this power, almost iu^ 
every instance ; and in some cases, has to accuse himself of having^ 
acceded to the exclusion of persons from this Island, diredly contrary, 
to the principles of the Treaty of Peace with France. 

When these exclusions are used to stop all sources of intelligence, 
or to gratify personal animosities and resentments, they must become a 
powerTiil instrument of oppression. If any apprehension has been 
excited on this subjed, it must arise from the anxious industry with 
which misrepresentations injurious to Colonel Fullarton have been 
circulated. Of this, a strong example has occurred in the case of 
Mr. Noel, Commandant of the Carenage, who wrote an insulting, 
letter, complaining that Durand, a free Mulatto, had been released, 
from prison, after confinement from the 4th to the 8th of March. It 
is proved, however, by Mr. Noel's own letter of the 6th, received the 
7th of March, that he had not sent any specification of Durand*s 
dfFence, and his written order of the 4th of March to the Alguazil,, 
was to condu6l Durand to jail, *^ Pour y rester jusqu*a nouvel ordre." ' 

The sandlion given by Colonel FuUarton's Colleagues t9 such irre- 
gular proceedings, diredily violates the principles of Spanish law, Eng ^ 
lish law, and the printed regulations of this Colony. - It has been.' 

Colonel' 
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Colonel Fullafton'*s obje<^ to urge an adherence to the existmg orcR- 
"nances ; to avoid every species of change or innovation in the 
Colony, till His Majesty's Ministers shall have received a Report from 
'the Commissioners, and signified the King's Pleasure on these import* 
ant objecft^. 

He has farther laboured, though without effedt, in the mildest man- 
ner, to prevent those dangerous and capricious deviations from esta- 
blished ordinances, which have long excited apprehension among all 
classes of this community. 

A similar reply is applicable to Greneral Pi(5lon'*s observations of inter- 
iference with tb.c duty of Magistrates and Commandants of Quarters, 
All that, is required on their part, is to perform their respective duties 
%reeably to the existing laws and printed regulations. 

The charge, that no punishment was allowed to be inflidted in 
{)rison without an order from Colonel Fullarton, and that the power 
of Masters and Magistrates was supjersedcd, is contradided by the 
dally reports and records of the prison, and by the evidence of the 
Jailer, Vallot, who declared before the Council, that slaves had con- 
tinued to he punished as occasions occurred. This was confirmed by 
Vallot's assistant, Porto Rico, who on his examination, positively de- 
•clarcd, that Colonel FuFlarton, in person^ had desired him not to malr 
treat the slaves in prison, but- when they beliaved ill, that they must 
of course be chastised* 

The accusation seenis to have had no other foundation than a verbal 
intimation, ?oon after Colonel Full^rton's arrival, through Mr. Wood- 
year to the Jailer, direCliag him to report all prisoners received, and 
all punishments ordered before they were inflidled. Next day, how- 
ever. Judge Black wrot^ to the Jailer, by desire of Colonel Fullarton, 
to prevent the pQSsibility of mistake in conacquence of Mr. Wood^ 
year's communication. 

It required no common industry and ingenuity, on such grounds to 
raise the ridiculous reports circulated in the Island, and stated in the 
Council, that the fetters of the slaves had been struck off or altered ; 
that no slave was to be punished, and tliat all subordination of course 
must be at an end. 

Considering the jail of this town as the great reppsitory of all the 
.slaves, debtors, felons, delinquents^ on other persons confined within 
the Colony, Colonel Fullarton shall iipt con9eive that the Commis- 
sioners Tiave done th^if duty, until it be put under proper regulations; 
and until proceedings respedling committixeuts, trials, and punish- 
ments, be conduiiled on the principles of sound law, \t would be irt 
vain to look for public confidence, or personji^ security, in this Island. 

In addition to the General's mot'ion, that the Alcaldes be called on 

to produce all criminal proi^edings in their respedive offices, it would 

be requisite tg produce listajof all the persons who have been confined 

* * K without 
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without any spedfied offence; and of those who have been executed, 
banished, or otherwise punished, without any trial whatever. 

Wlien the Records of these criminal proceedings, and the Hstar 
now stated, have been fully discussed, and all the charges fully an- 
swered ;• when General Pi6lon shall be acquitted of the serious impu- 
tations under which he labours ; when Colonel Fullarton and he shall 
be relieved from their present situations, and return to England, it 
will then be requisite for the General" to discuss in another manner, on 
what principles he felt himself entitled to express himself, respecting 
Colonel Fullarton, in terms equally unbecoming the chara<Sler of aa 
Officer and a Gentleman. 

* In order to prevent all possibility .of misapprehension, Colonel FuU 
larton feels it incumbent on him to add, that in his view, B. G. Pic- 
ton cannot remove the heavy imputations under which he labours^ 
until he has undergone a public trial, and obtained a vei»di6l of ac- 
quittal on the imprisonment of various British Subje<Sts, stated to have 
been illegal and oppressive; and among many others, on the following 
. charges : 

; For the execution of the Spanish Peon Celestino, from St. Joseph, 
stated to have suffered for a very slight disturbance, without any form 
of trial whatever. 

> For. the execution of the Commander of a Spanish Launch from 
Margarita, stated to have been hanged and beheaded without any 
trial. 

For the application of torture, to extort confession from a Guaycary 
Indian of Margarita, who sailed in the liaunch with the above- 
mentioned Spaniard. 

' For the application of torture, to extort confession from Loutsji 
Calderon, a girl under fourteen years of age, respedling a robbery sup- 
posed to have been committed by Carlo Gonzalez against Peter Ruez, 
stated to have been frequently employed as an agent by General Pidlon. 
The torture is stated to have been apphed two successive days, in pre* 
gence of Mr. Beggorat, with such severity, that the girl fell down in 
appearance dead, and there was no physician nor surgeon to assist. 

For the execution of Jean Baptiste Richard, a French Mulatto, 
stated to have suffered without trial, under pretence of his having cor- 
responded with fugitives from Gcia^daloape established on the Main. 
' For the seizure and detentioti, in a dungeon for eighteen months, 
of Estevan Dubois, a free Spaniard from the Main. , 

For the condemnation and pnni^ment of a free Spaniard from Va- 
lentia, married in Margarita, stated to have been flogged through the 
streets on the accusation of some of the Seamen, Without any trial or 
means of defence. 

For the illegal and long detention in prison of Jean BaptislC Savig-' 
nor, a minor,- stated to have remained confrnied without' any accusa- 
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Clominission, icming B. 6. PicSton in pot?fCiikin of fifteen Negroei^ 
stated to be tmfioy(^ no his estate. 

For the aieoiiittotiof a S(>anish mariner, named Alan9on, who sailed 
on board a ^ChQoner bdooging to Mr. Cipriani ; was stated to have 
been put in ^ison without any apeeificatioa of the crime, and hanged 
in a few hptarei withovt any trial. 

, For the iU«pl tmfiriaoniaient and cruel treatment stated to have been 
inflided on Mfs. Griffiths and her daughters, on account of a house: 
from which ,Wf^, Bosetta Smith, housekeqier to General Pi6ton, is 
stated lo have obtained a military forct to effe6k the ejectment. 

^or the«aM)cuMoA of a oimiber of Soldiers belonging to the German^ 
Corps, stated to haife been executed as deserters without any trial. 
' For the 'executiQn pf Hugh Gallagher, a Soldier ki the Aetilkry' 
Corps, ^tated to hav^ b^en executed without any form, of trial what-t 
ever, for a crime whiQh Another' Soldier is stated to have declared on* 
his death-bed that he perpetrated^ and that Gallagher was. ia*^ 
nocent. 

Fx>r the formation of a Commission in which the torture is directed 
to be applied, if necessary, and for the repeated application of torture, 
mutilation and death on the following free Mulattoes, free Negroes, 
and Negro Slaves ; many of whom appear, from the Proceedings and 
Documents, to have been condemned without proof, and to have suf- 
fered for imaginary crimes. 

La Fortune, Aubinot, Louis Cassar, La Rose, Pierre Frani^is, 
Bouque, Leonard, Thi^, Felix, Antoine, Louisson, Theoliste, 
Nicholas Julie, Manuel, Michel Gardon, Joseph Fausten. 

Also for cruel severities infliiSed on Benoi^ Pyraine, Petit Geoige, 
Serpent, Elizabeth and Rachel, detained in prison since last December 
under <jircumstances tantamount to torture, although upon their trials, 
which are finished, no evidence has appeared to condemn them. 

In particular, for having ordered Tala and Jouba to be mutilated by 
his own authority, diredly contrary to the sentence of the Judges, 
which he annulled. 

For granting dispensations to relations in the forbidden degrees of 
consanguinity, and ordering the Curate of Port of Spain to marry 
them. 

Under these circumstances, the charader of B. G. B&on, and the 
national charadler of England, require that such imputations, prevalent 
as they undoubtedly are, should not remain without att opportunity of 
refutation. 

As soon as General Pidon shall have cleared himself from these and 
similar charges, he will have reason to thank God for the occasion 
now afforded him of retrieving his charadter from imputations, which, 
if proved, would far surpass the unjust and cruel ads committed by 

K 2 Judge 
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Judge Jefieryes and Cofon^ Kxrky and would %tand uneiitilprfed in an/ 
peiTod of the British 'Annals. ; . ''*^*. * * ' , ' 

This exculpation, however, cannot t)e eflTeftod, if the.W^t^ so Idng' 
compbioed of be co'nunaed; ofbaiifshingftx^m th^Isl&nd^^Brith^ 
ibrm of trial, any person urfder the displea»irt 6( R. wPidlbn, or 
Buspeded of being capable to give eri^ence agakiBf h\ta. f 

Under these impressions, Colonel Fdllai^pn idov^ that no per$pn 
shall be ^henceforth banished from* this Itiamd wkhkiM ^A^e^iifor speci- 
fication of the oi&noe) fblloviwi'foy a 'judicial trial aAd dondemnation, 
until the pleasure of His Majesty's Ministers be kn^virn^ and that all 
the Crimind Proceedings sinc^ the Commencement of the late Govern- 
ment, be printed, together with lists spedfyhig every individual^ of 
whatever country, colour or condition, who has beien imprisoned, 
banished, fettered, flogged, nratilatisd^ t»tui^d to- extort confessron, 
hanged, burned alive, or otherwise punished ^ also specifying the 
dates of their respe^ive commknients^ puni^ments; and of all those 
^hb have died in prison. 
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No, XIX. 

Copy of a Letter to Colonel Fullarton, requesting him to appoint a time 
for explaining some parts of his Letter^ 

Porf tf Spain, March 12, 1B05. 
SIR, 

I AM desired by Their Etcellencies the Comiiii$sioner8, to request you 
will be pleased to appoint . some titQ^, when it will be convenient for 
you to explain in person some passages in your Letter of this date. 

I have the Honour to be, 
• . - With the greatest respe6l, 

- SIR, • , 

Your most obedient and most faithful Servant, 

Geo. Aug. Adderley, 
Public Sccrctaiy^ • 
His Excellency Colonel Fullartouy &c. ^c. &c. 



.No., XX. 

From Colonel Fulkur ton to the Commissioners, offering to explain any 
part of his Letter of the I2th of March. 

Port 9f Spain, March 14,. 1S03. 

i C^WfUh ftfLi/ARTON presents his best Respe6ts to the Commis- 
sioners, , and ^U" fee -extremelv happy to give any in<brmatt6n in his 
power, on any points in his Letter of the 12th mstant, if they will- 
tdka the'tty>uble to mention the particutars wMch require explana- 
tion*. . . . • . : : /. . T 

' ' ' ' * 

* * ' These Docuraents, although apparently friviolbus, arc inserted to prove various mis* 
statements en- the pirt of the Jcinior Coiniimsioners, iH'hich appear on the. ^Rinidad ■ 
Minutes of Council^ and in other Official Communications. 

.1 ■■■. - ; . . '. . •. • 



A. . < > 
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^ / 
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No. XXI.: 

To CdlwicI FuUarton from the Commmoners^ dedring to know if Ae 
has withdraum himself from the Commission. 

SIR, 

TkK CommissToners are desirous of knowing if you have withdrawn 
yourself from the Comlinission. 

I hate t^ HotiOBr i6 be, / ' ^' ' 

With the greatest reeped/ 

fclH, 

Your most obedient and most faithful jServant, 

Geo. Aug. Abdeblet^ 
Secrctarjr. 
By Order of ITieir Excellencies. 

To His Excellency Colonel FtUlartm, &c. &c. &c. 



No. XXII. 

• — 

JFVom Colonel Fullarton to Mr. Adderley^ disclaiming any inclination or 
power to withdraw^from the Commission. 



Farivf ^wm,Mardk 14> ISOt. 



SIK^ 



In answer to your Letta* joat now received, I request you will take 
the trouble to inform the other Members of the Board, that I am 
neither inclined^ nor entitled by my Instri^iona^ to y^ifthdraw £nom 
the Cop>mts8ioD* Nothing which i evet said or ^d^ €^ldppesibl]r 
kad to any such supposition. 

My Letter to the Oommi^a on Satur4dy, di9tif|6i]y es^saes tbe 
mode in which I feel it my duty to a£i. My Note of this morning to 
the Commissioners, was in answer to the Minute of Saturdi^^ and to 
your Communication, expressing that the Commissioners wished for 
some aplanation on the subject of my Lettfvr of the I2th iosant. 

I have the Honour to be^ 

With great regard. Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient Servant^ 

W. FULLABTOK^ 

Gear^t Addertey, Esq. €^c. (afc. 9c. 

T No. XXIIL 
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No. xxni. 

From G. Adderley^ Es^. by Order of the Commimonen. 

Council' Chamher, March 14, ISOS. 

The Commissioners sitting, request of Colonel FuUarton, to know 
in what part of the Instru($lions any Commissioner is allowed to ab- 
sent himself from the Como^ssion without regular permission ; and in 
what manner tha wishes and positive dire<5lions of Government can be 
carried into execution, by any one Commissioner, niaking separate 
reports or separate examinations^ without the consent of the jnajoiitjr 
ef the Commission. 

m — Geo. Aug. Abbsrlst, 

Sec. to the ConunissioD. 
By Order erf iiio Couimissianera. 



No. XXIV. ' . 

Letter from the CoiknUssiimers, requesting Colonel Fullarton*8 attend* 

; . (fj^fif,on>/Wbn^ MaUers T^rmprv^ik iriCktimiL 

■ *i.l "' . ' •' ' '. * •'• '.V' :'./**.*. ■ ' ' 

Coumnlr'Chttmlm'^ i^tBf ^p9tiKf, 'March iB, 1#03. 

Vajuous appUtsftions hsitmg bben >madft to tte CommisMoiiers 
assembled, for the appropriation. of th& FubKc Moqey ; they conceive 
they Y^nnot with pix)priety proceed id tiiis bosiness^. without the pre« 
«eDce of the First Commkaieiier^ and; request he wUl meet them to« 
norrQw m the Pufalte Qftuboii. 

By Order of Their Excellencies. 

Geo. Aug. Addebley^ 

Secretary. 
His ExcelUncy Celonel FallartOHy first Commissioner. 



No. XXV, 

From the Commissianers^ requesting to know if Colonel Follarton meam 
4 : . to add further Q'immation. 

. CouncH-Chamter, Match %5, 1803'. 
* It appearing to the Judiior Commi9£/ibncr&/ that the First Commit- 
lioner having negleded to .cause the necessary proposals for putting 

Is 2 into 
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into execution the Instru<5tions of His Majesty's Ministers^ and having 
formed a frivolous excuse of visiting tlie Jsland, to prevent his attend* 
ing the Commission, altliough he never stirred from the Town, but, 
as appears from the voluminous Papers be laid before Council yester- 
day, he must have been employed in endeavouring to criminate the 
persons.of .the Junior Commissioners ; the undersigned beg to request 
of the Senior Commissioner, to know if he means to add farther cri* 
minatlons,' or proceed in the athial duty of the Commission. 

(Signed) Thomas Picton, 

Saj^uel Hood. 
Hi^ Esfcellencif Colonel Pullartoh, 
. Fir$t Commissioner of Trinidad. 



No. XXVI. 

Declaration on Oath by Messrs. Adderley, Burke, Mackenzie, Hill, 
and Vint, re$pe6ling the ImprisonmenP of Mr. De Castro, Escrivano 
of Government. 

. P9rt of Spain, Mar€kM, 180^ 

About six o*€4ofcfc this eveirito^ We attended Colonel Fullarton to 
the house of Mr. Black : on entering we saw Mr. Black and Mr. St. 
P€, with Mr. Dfr Cadtro sitting beside them. 

Colonel FuKarton hlquiMd of Mr. De Castro, if he w^s tinder con^ 
finement ? He replied, ^^ Yes.V Mr. Black said he had taken charge 
of him. Colonel FulIartCB ^ked, " Whether aS' Alcalde or Coun* 
cillpr ?" He replied^ " Tl^afcas Mr. De Castro was a Regidor, it was 
not proper he should be sent to prison, and he h*d taken charge of 
him at the desire of the Council. » 

Colonel Fullarton told Mr. Black that this was a serious business, 
involving questions of felony, and which in their consequences might 
•^ftJJItliii^iu*'^^^ eventually to the gallows; aU persons shpold th?retore be care- 
iiyTadiuJo- ful how they a^ed, and particularly the Judges, Messrs. Black and 
St. Pe. He also stated, that if Mr. De Castro had refused the papers, 
he would have been guilty of a high breach of duty ; and that in con- 
sequence of the apprehension and imprisonment or this gentleman, a 
report had gone abroad among the Spaniards and others, that every 
person thought capable of giving evidence in any case against Gcsierai 
ridlon, would be confined and brought to punishment ; he then re- 
quested Mr. Burke would bring some Gentlemen to verify the fa6l of 
Mr. De Castro^s imprisonment. 

Mr. Btffke returned with Mr, Mackeniiiie, Mr.HiH, and Mr. Vint; 
who declare that they heard the principal part of the ahote stated 

conversatipn 
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conversation re]Mtted. Mr; Hl^ck informed Colonel FuUarton, that 
he would not deliver Mr. De Castro without force. Colonel Fullarton 
answered, he would then leave him with Mr. Black ; and he corrected 
the misapprehension entertained by bimi that the expressions of felony 
alluded to the detention of Mr. De Castro, by clearly and at length 
explaining that these words applied to the obje6l in discussion. 

Mr. Adderley inquired of Mr. De Castro, whether he had ev«* -de- 
livered similar papers to any other person in the Government ? he re^ 
plied — Frequently to General Pi6lon. 

In order to prevent any insult from being offered to Mr. De Castro, 
Colonel Fullarton, in our presence, appointed him to adl as Commis- 
sary of Population, during the absence of Major Williamson. 

Gfeo. Aug. Adderley. 
Jn. Bubke. 

We declare, that the part of the above declaration which states 
what passed in our presence, is true. 

Hectob Mackenzie. 
Rob. Hill. 
Hugh Vint. 



No. XXVM. 

Letter from the Commissioners respeSling the Criminal Records de- 
livered by Mr. De Castro ^a dolonel Fullarton. 

Sifij Port of Spain, March 30, 1803. 

I AM diretfled by Their ExceUencies the Commissioners to state to 
you, that the principal part of His Majesty's Council understanding 
that the Criminal Records delivered to you by Mr. De Castro, have not 
been returned, and that you had embarked on board a schooner ; they 
had requested of Their Excellencies to take the necessary steps to pre- 
vent their being carried off ihe Island. 

They therefore desire me to express their surprize that their former 
Letter on this subje<a has not beien noticed^ and to request those Pa- 
pers may be immediately delivered to the proper office. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greatest respedt, 
siir, • 
Your most obedient and most faithful Servant, 

6eo« Au0. AnpioiLBY^ 

Secretary^ 

No. XXVIII. 
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No. XXVttL 

I^^ter /r^m CqIot^I Fulkrfton i^ George Adderley, Esq: concerning 

CrimmAl Records. 

On hoard the Start Schooner, 
SIR, Pari tf Spain, March BO, 1803. 

Iw answer to your Letter just received, respe(ftlng the Criminal 
Records, thirty-six in number, delivered to me by Mr. De Castro, I 
request you to inforn) the Cojnmissioners and Council, that any one 
*who wouM carry Crimijial Records off the Island, must either be ex^ 
tremely ignorant of PoHic Duty, or must a<?l in dire<5l violatibh qC it : 
except m cases where forcible or illegal" proceedings might render ^ich 
-a, measure unavoidable. In the present instance, all the Criminal Re- 
ctSrds to which your Letter refers, were safely deposited by me on shore. 
They will be delivered into your hands as Public Secretary and Pro- 
VQst-Marshal, in presence of Mr. Dej Qastro, by. Messrs. Hayes and 
Troby; who at this moment do not k;no\y where the Papers ^re, B^' 
the Papers sh^l be put into their hands, provided they ^e officially 
assured of being permitted to take Notarial Copies of the same, and 
then to deliver them either to you or to George Unwin, Esq. Secre- 
tary of the Council, taking his receipt in Mr. De Castro's presence, 
for the Papers in question^ specifyifig the particulars of each Criminal 
Record, 

I have th* Honour tp be. 

With true regard. Sir, 
Your most faithfuT and obedient Servant^ 

W, PmxAKToir. 
George Augustus Adderley^ Esq. &c. &c. &c. 



No, XXIX. 

From tlie Commissioners^ respeSIing the Criminal Records. 

It appears extremely strange to the Commissioners sitting in Coun- 
cil for the government of this Island, that the First Commissioner, 
after having signified his intention, under various pretences, of not 
coming to the Commiwion, and desiring the other two Commissioners 
to carry on the^uty of the Commission without his attendance, should 
attempt to ord^r the Keeper of the Public Arciiivcis to deliver to him 
all the Criminal Records in mass^ without taking the smallest account 
of them, either spedfical or Qumerical ; and that, on his being required 
by the Commission to return them, when they found he was proceed- 
ing to sea, he should state those Public Records, which he calls 
thirty-six in number, to he placed where no person in any public situa- 
* . tion 
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Ificm knev9 their deport, by which thfey M^re subje(^ to be rtoTen, hit^ 
or destroyed ; that he should Hkewise request to be officially assured 
permission to take Notarial Copries, before he m)nW even deliver them 
to the Secretary of the CoilMnission and Provogt-Marshal, or Secre-*- 
tary of the Council (Who are not authorized by the Commission to re- 
ceive them ; that the First Commiseioner also signifying in his Letter, 
If this was acQuiesced in, Messrs. Hayes and Proby should deliver them 
to either of the aforesaid, taking receipts from Mr. De Castro, who, it 
appears, cannot verify, either specifically or numerically, these Records. 
And how strange it must still appear lo the Commission, that these 
Records, after the Criminal Accusations of the First Commissioner, 
should have l?een taken from Mr. De Castro by him, without such re- 
ceipt as he now requires and thinks his iduty to obtain; to see those 
PudHc Records lodged in hands of persons most responsible to suffer 
for negledt or injury to such Papers. 

They cannot but feel, with extreme regret, such injurious conduiSt 
of the First Commissioner,, and to what danger the lives and properties 
of individu^s are liable to suffer by this uobeard-of condu<5l. 



fortofSpdn^ M«rtk 3l> iab3. 



Thomas Picton. 
Samuel Hoob. 



No. XXX. 



Letter to Their Excellencies the Commissioners ^ 3Ut Marcky 1803, re* 
speSiftg the Criminal Records^ 

* , . • J u ^^ LI Fori of Spain, on hoard Wie Start Savooner, 

n:*f| iiy/ijibniwad Hwxl5a^;<j V ^ .Varc^ 3 1, 1803. 

In answer to the observations of the Commissioners sitting in Coun- 
cil, respeiling the Criminal Records, Colonel Fullarton has to state, 
that his Official Situation entitled him, as a matter of legal right, to 
direct Mr. De Castro, Keeper of the Public Archives, to furnish him 
with the Documents in question ; and that Mr, De Castro would have 
committed a breach of duty if he had refused. 

The imprisonment of Mr. De Castro, and his suspension, therefore, 
appear illegal acfts, which cannot be justified in any Court of Law. 

Colonel Fullarton has the good fortune to be conscious that he 
has never giv^n occasion for regret, by any injurious condud on his 
part, endangering the lives and properties of individuals. 

Whenever Mkr. De Caatio is I'estored to im situation; andtpfactkl iu 
pcrfi?^ liberty, the Gentleman in whose custody tWe f^tofef^ arc d^o- 

* • sited^ 
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sited> tuts Colonel Fullarton^s instrudtons to pretenrti a Notarial Goi^ 
of each Paper, and to deliver all of them to Mr. De Castro, in fu'e* 

8 nee of George Unwin, £^q« Secretary of the Council, and of Measra^ 
ayes and Proby, who will receive Mr. De Castro's receipt or ae« 
knowledgoient for the Records in question. 

To Their Excellencies the Commissioners. 



No. XXXI. 

General and Brigade Or4ers^ 28th Jlpril, 1803, Port of Spain, 

Trinidad*. 

G. O. 28th April, 1803. 
Parole, Radkor. 
BRIGADE ORDERS. ' " — 
Detail. 



Artillery, 
37th Regiment, 
pth W. 1. ditto, 
12th ditto. 


S. 

- o 
- 1 



1 


S. 
. 1 

2 
3 

1 


C. D. P. 
..1.0 6 
3 1 24 
3 21 
2 1 20 
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The 12th W. L Regimeiit give the Captain for the day to-morrow. 

The Hospital Guard will consist of one Serjeant, one Corporal, and 
six Privates, until further Orders ;' the Sentry will be withdrawn from 
the house that was lately the Commissary's Store, and now occupied 
by Colonel Fullarton, 

On the firing an Alarm (thr^e guns from the Scfa Port), the TH)op3 

* will immediately form in their respe6five* Alarm -posts, in open columri, 

of vnbdivisfons, with the right in *front ; thie * Picouets will Irnrtiedi- 

ately assemble in^ front of the Brigadier-Gcnerars Quartfers, with 

twenty -four rounds of ammunition, on the Captain of the day: * • '* 

A Subaltern Officer of each Regiment will attend for Orders'}' the 
37th will apply to' the Ordnance Stofe-keeper for balUcartridgts, to 
eomplete the effi^iyd number of twentv-fpur rounds per man, But 
will not issue them except in case of an Alann. ' * 

* Jt tf fmper to cbfene« that tbaie WarKkePrepilnitidns'tf >thgr Drig«ditr*6 coiild 
not rrfer to Buy DcdHrgfton respeding \heif(»Qemj ; fur Lord Hobart't Len^, ititimdtiDg' 
that Hostilities witt France were hk'ely to re- commence, wa« only dated the l6ih of'MayV * 

The 
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The Regiments in town, the Qth and 12th W. I. will send in Re- 
turns to the Ordnance Store-keeper, of the number of ball-cartridges 
they may respedHvely want to complete them to the same number ; 
and the Ordnance Stofre-keeper will, as soon as he gets the Returns 
from the above Regiments and from the different Militia Corps, have 
tliem packed up in separate boxes, marked with the name of the Regi- 
ipent in chs^lk, ceady to c\eliv^r ^n an. Alarip* The Qifartei*-(iriastjers of 
those Regiments^ on such an event, will attend, with sufficient number 
of pen, at th^ plape to b^ appointed by the Ordnance Stor^-^kee|)er, 
to transmit the ammiunition imipediately to the Alarm-posta* 

Captain Prevost, commanding the Royal Artillery^ will have two 
field-pieces in readiness, to join the Picquets, whenever they, are called 
out. The Alarm -«post of thq 37 th Regiment is in the s(}uare at 
Draiige-Grove Barracks; of the gt^h WVI. Regiment, in froi^t of the 
Hospital ; and of the- 12th W,. L io front of the Picquet Barrpcks. 



^ ' '- ' No. xxxn. 

Mtiila Orders, 2Sth April, 18(03, Pdrt of Spain, Trinidad. 
: ' MILITIA ORDERS. 

Alarm : Three guns from the Sea Fort ! ! ! 

On|he "firing C^'jpi Alarm, the Trinidad Light Cavalry will assemble 
on the square opposite the BrigadierrGeneraTjB Quarters, and form on 
the right of the Picquets 5 ; • . -. 

The other Corps of Militia will assemble on their respe6live Alarm- 
posts ; . .--^ . -^ -I 

The Colonial Artillery, opposite the old Arsenal ; 

The first battalion Royal TrinidadOMilitia, on the Esplan^tde oppo- ^ 

site the Wharf; 

The 1st Loyal Trinidad MilitJa in^ Brunswick- sq oat*, opposite the 
Church: the whole in operu column, of ^subdivisions, with the right 
in front. 

Captain Prevost, oominanding Roy&l Artillery, will assign to the 
Colonial Artillery four four-pounders, with the necessary proportion of 
ammunition. 

*;"*rhe other Corps will seiid in to the Ordnance Store-keeper Returns 
of their effietftive numbers, in order that twenty-four rounds per man 
ftiay be packed up in portable boxes, ready to be delivered out at a 
ftiioment's warning ; and on the Alarm firing, the Quarter-master of 
these' Corps will attend at tlie Ordnance Store-kecper^s with the num- 



ber of men necessary to transport the ammunition necessary lo the 
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No. XXXIII. 

Proclamcitioii of Martial Law by B. G. Pi<Slonk 



TrinidatL 



By His Majesty*8 Commission for executing the Office of Governor of 
the said Island, and its Dependencies, &c. 

On the firing of an Alarm (three guns frbm the Sea Port), the 
Island is hereby declared to be under Military Law ; so to continue 
tintil such Alarm shall be discharged, by firing five guns, in succession, 
from the same Port. 

On thte Alarm firing, all proprietors of draught-horses or mules 
(whether employed in carriages of pleasure or parts) within Port 
of Spain^ and the neighbouring quarters of La Vantille, Samt Anne, 
and Tragarete, are required, without loss of time, to assemble such 
draught-horses or mules, properly harnessed, under their respedtive 
drivers, in King-street, between the old Ordnance-yard and the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, in readiness to be employed, as the exigency 
of the Service may require ; under the penalty ot Two Hundred Dol- 
lars each Offender, to be immediately levied by Military Execution. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Fort of Spain, in the said 
Island, this 13th day of May, in the year of our Lord 1803, and in 
the forty-third year of His Majesty's reign* 



By Command, 

J. M. WOQDYEAK, Sec. 



No. XXXIV. 



Thomas Picton. 



Letter to Lieutenant-General Grinfield, Commander in 
Chief, i^c. &c. iSc. 

On doard the Start Schooner, May 2% 1803. 

ais. 

It gives me great concern to trouble you with the following Com- 
munication. The fa<3, however, is, that Civil Authprity in Trinidad, 
in so far at least as the King's Orders directed me to exercise any por- 
tion of it, has been usurped by the Military Commandant, B, G. Kc- 
ton ; and measures have been adopted, which h^v^ involved the 
Colony in consternation* . ji • . 

Under these circumstances, it seems* a matter ot proprietj^^ to jspje- 
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cify som^Q particulars to you, as Coininadd<ir of the Forces, in order 
that you may give the requisite dire<5lions to prevent the Troops 
under B. G. K6lon, from being cinployed to^ subvert the Government, 
which it is their duty to support. . 

You know. I presvupe, of course, that ^he King's Troops in Trini- 
(Jad are comirianded by B. G. Piifton^ pot only entirely independent of 
any connexion with the Civil Power, but witliout the common form of 
intercourse and communication ; inspmuch, that when the 37th Regi- 
ment ^rived, although I had the honour of seeing Colonel Hope, who 
is a man highly valued and respe<?led, yet the Officers, as a Corps, were 
never presented tp me by B. G. Pinion in any form whatever. By thi» 
mode of demarkation, the Head of the Civil Government is immedi-i 
ately placed upon a footing which pre^lud^s him from shewing ihe 
attenti<^Q which are due on his part, and ^ appearance of inoiviUly 
on both sid^ ie the unavoidable eflFe^i. 

The King's losjrudions .dired me to ej^^ne and report on the 
MiltCary Positions,, Stores, Magazines, Arpis ^nd AnKnunition. But so 
far frojB being abletQ perforip. that duty, I have not even the power 
Qf obtaining a retqr^ pr st^tei^ept of the .Military particulars, reaped^- 
lag wh)a^> the King's .Instifu<Slions require me to report. 

On. the I3th or 1 4th of February^ I undeirstikod^ the Troops received 
otdters apt to give any aid, on applicattpa Irpiap the Civil Bower, nor t^ 
interfere at ail in the safety 4n4 prote<SlioQ;of Ihe tnhdhtUnts, withocA 
specific orders from B. G. Pi^oa, 

In fad, it h^pp^ned on Sunday the 6th «pf .March, when the Briga« 
dier attended you at Cbaguraoios, th^t sotee riotous sailors attacked 
a 9f09'ehouse ; and J. R. Smith, £sq» ^\csMe de Barrio, applied imme- 
diately to the Officer Commanding the Gu^, but received foe an- 
awer, that he could iK>t interfere witlKmt aa order from B. G. Pic* 
ton, who was absent. Another similar refusal hud previously occurred, 
tfnd w%w officially reported by GcQrge A, Adderltey^ Esq. Provost- 
Marshal. 

It is true, that the Brigadier-General sent me notice by Mr. Gloster, 
that on my application he would revoke these orders, which I believe 
afterwards took place ; but the principle seems recognieed in Trinidad, 
that Troops arc not only to refuse t;he legal requisitions of the Civil 
Power, but that they are tQ.obey the most illegal and felonjous qrders^ 
if issued by B. G. ridlon, such as torturing, hanging, shooting, and 
burning men, without any trial. 

It is nevertheless established by the Laws and Principles of the 
British Constitution, that no illegal order can legally be obeyed ; every 
Constitutional Writer of authority, frpm Judge Hales to Bladcstone, 
maintains this do<$trtne ; atid the discussions in the House of Com-^ 
mons, reprobating the execution of Mustapha Cawn by Major Wil- 
liams^ althoftgh aifting under the absolute orders of his Commanding 

M 2 Officer, 
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Officer, sufficiently evinced the Sense of Parliament on this impbrtant 
question. ' ' 

With respe^ft to the incidents which gave occasion to this Letter, 
you are no stranger to the aggressions I received from B, G. Pic-* 
ton, respe6ling the pcptnission granted by me to Madame Durai, to 
visit her property in Port of Spain for one week': I also submitted' 
to you the proceedings respedting the suspension of the Public Secre- 
tary, Mr. Woodyear. It only remains for me t6 state some (nrcam* 
stances which have occurred since your departure from Trinidad. 

I inclose copy of a Letter from me to the other two Cbtnmis- 
s!onerS) dated 12th of March, informing themi thiat, in obedience to 
the King*s Instru6li^ns, requiring a Ueport, I pi^oposed leaving Port 
of Spain, and proceeding- orv dudh 'a stihrey as might enable me to 
ftil£I my ordei^ : stating also, amrong various other matters, the dis- 
repute attached to the unbecoming 'tone of altercation in Which 
B. G. Pi^on conduced ev^y di^^cussjon with me in Council. 

I likewise inclose copy of fi Letter from the Goinmissioners, dated 
14th of March, asking if I intended fo withdraw frbtti the Commission, 
and ipy answer of the same date, declaring that I neither -was inclined/ 
nor entitled by the King*8 Iilstfuftfons to do so. I farther transmit a^ 
Minute presented in Cooncil by D. G. Fi^^on the 17th of' March, con- 
tainvng CKpressions of ^personal'Mnsolenoe respe<Sing me; together 
with my Wswer, datedthe l^h of' March. The concluding part 6f 
my Minute specifies imputations agai>M B. G. PiAon, of 'so sericHJSft^ 
Rfltur^ that it aeetns^ requisite for his chara<^er, atid for the National 
Charafter of England, to cfear ^himself by public triaK 
• It did not appear atl all consistent with my mo<le8 of a<5\iDg, tabriftg 
forwaxt such imputations, Withotit making them known, in the first 
instanee, to the party coticemed. Oh this principle, I read them in 
Council on the 24th of March, in presence of the General. 

The outrage with which be received the Gommm^ication, if addressed* 
to any person of as ill-regulated a temper as his own, would liave 
occasioned bis Immediate death ; for I was armed and he was not.— 
I put my hand to my sword, but did not draw it. 

The Affidavits which have since beten made by m^y most respec- 
table Witi^sses, in support of these imputatipnef, leave- little room to 
doubt, that, unless the Brigadier can clear^ himself, he 6ught to b6 
iceserved for a more appropriate exit. ■ ' • 

At any rate, his memory must be for ever tarnished, if he precludes 
hiitiself, by any a6l whatever, from* the - laudable endeavour to obtain 
a jmlicial acquittal. On the other hand, I shoald feel it injurious Xf> 
my honour, if, in preference to every other consideration, I did no^ 
fulfil thedttty imported upon me, by bringing forwiird respe<5tnble evi- 
denc^e to support the imputations stated in my Mmtitie of the rpth 
March/ 

Oa 
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On the 1st of April, I sailed in the Start Schooner to ITnJon Man^] 
to overtake the ship Limlair, and to dispatch Mr. Adderley to Eng-^ 
land, to iiiforai His Majesty's Ministers of- the outrageous a6ls ofT 
B. G. Pidlon, and to urge the necessity of his public trial. ' . 

I then proceeded to St. Vincent*s, ib hopes of finding you, and ^ 
from thence to Dominique, with the same obje^l, but having aji-». 
chorcd for two days at St. Pierre's, in Martinique, in order to wait on 
the Captain -General nnd Prefc6l, you had sailed for St- Kitt's before^ 
my anival at Roseau. , 

Being under the absolute necessity of proceeding with the Survey"^ 
of Trinidad during the dry season, I could not venture farther to lee* 
ward, and returned to examine the coasts of Trinidad, where I have. 
nearly completed the Survey necessary for the Report. . . 

Soon after n)y arrival on the eastern coast of the Island, Mons. 
Thoma/oT:, Commamhant of Mayaro District, transmitted to me the^ 
enclosed Proclamation issued by the other two Commissioners, de^ 
daring that I' was no longer considered as officiating as First Commis- 
sioner, and' enjoining all persons to a6l accordingly. This is a direA^ 
violation of the King's Auth9rity '; of course it trenches upon insurU.* 
reiSion, and may become the subje(5t pf Parliamentary Discussion. 

Orders have since been issued "by B. G. Pi6ton, diredtlng that on the 
firing of three guns, the Colony is to be under Martial Law^, and an^ 
embargo is already laid on all shipping in Port of Spain. I ought - 
not to omit, that the terror of the. inhabitants is extreme, from thq^ 
severities committed by B. G. Pi<9on, and from his outrageous con- 
duct since the exposition of his delinquency by my Minute of thelQth 
March. 

" Having arrived on the l^Tth May in the Gulf of Paria,. I received^ 
intelligence from Port of Spain, that many of the inhabitants wercjj 
anxious for my immediate return, in order to stop the cruel and ty'--. 
rannifal proceedings of the Brigadier ; while others conceived that the; 
order for putting the Colony under Martial Law, on the firing of! 
three guns, v. as merely preparatory to resist my landing. 
* It was further stated, but I have not been furnished with a Copy^ 
of the Order, that B. G. Pi<5\on diref^cd that, on the arrival of the 
Start Schooner in Port, of Spain, if any person att(,^mpted to land 
from that vessel, the boat was to.be fired on and sunk. ' ^^j 

Nothing could be more gratifying to me than to meetB. G. Pi^loni 
either nulividijariyin a6ti(>n, or to -attack him in a Military Post with , 
any equiil' force ; but in the jiresent instance I should have engaged^.^ 
71071 equo martCy with as little cond'udl as a peace officer, who, trust;ing \ 
to the baton of a const;^()ie, in the present dibtumpered state of Civil/ 
and Military Power in Tvmidad,, should singly charge an armed batta- , 
Uoii. Hact7 been*employ^_^to take Port of Spain from an en^my.^ 
by assault, I hardly know any General; of any service, whom I should* 
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wjsh mpre sincerely to command against me than tlie Brigadier, With 
tfnlirnite^ Civil and Military Power in Trinidad for more than six years, 
i| cannot have escaped your notice what egregious mismanage- 
ment he has ei^hibited, and what absolute nullity of preparation, 
either for the preservation of Troops, or for the resistance of an 
enemy ; while his proje6ted System of Fortification around the heiglits to 
th^ eastward of the Town would have required an Army to defend the 
works, all of which are commanded by higher grounds, and the posi^ 
tions so unhealthy, that in a few weeks an Army would have ceased to 
be efficjient ; andi the whole Plan, if extended without obstructing an 
eneipy, would have proved only ruinous to the Treasury, and bene- 
ficial tq individuals. I beg pardon. Sir, for this digression; but although 
my Commission in Trinidad is merely of a Civil nature, I am direded 
to report my Opinions on Military Plans and Positions in the Island. * 

Jf I had landed under the circumstances already stated, I must have 
ordered the Militia under arms. If the Brigadier had prevailed on any 
Regulars, Black Troops, or others, to resist my landing, or to fire a 
single shot, I must have ordered the Militia to charge bayonets. Here 
the Civil War must have commenced, at a moment when 1 do not know 
whether War is, or is not, declared against France. 

I have therefore sacrificed all my personal feelings to the peace and 
welfare of the Colony. If the Brigadier continues to imprison^ banish, 
tprture, and execute, unfortunate vidlims without trial ; if he persists^ 
in outraging people of all descriptionj, and of persecuting them under 
the pretext of dangerous intentions, because they abhor and dread his 
tyranny, I shall not afford the opportunity of pretended commotion 
upon rriy account, and of vengeance which would infallibly be inflicted 
on the numerous objedls of hi§ displeasure,, for any overt aft of parti- 
ality in my behalf. At least, I shall abstain from any interference in 
the detail transa6tions of Port of Spain, until I shall ascertain and 
possess sufficient powers to afford effeftual prote6lion, and to quell 
violence. 

Under these impressions, I determined to sail immediately to Bar- 
badoes, to state the case to you, who alone possess the power, and of 
course, the responsibility, of rescuing the inhabitants of Trinidad 
from their present abjeft and degraded situation. 

If you think it right that the charges against B. G. Pifton should be 
brought forward in regular oflficial form, his accusers are ready and 
anxious to appear, provided their persons and property can be safe, and 
the various witnesses in support of their allegations secured from out- 
rage. You are no doubt aware, that, ift the absence of tlie Third 
.Commissioner, the Civil Power of the Second is subject, by the King*s 
Commission, to my casting vote ; so that it is in his Military capacity 
only that he can at present give any molestation, and in that capacity, 
most fortunately, he is under to your controul. 

. If 
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If any circumstance should prevent you from receiving charges, and 
from putting B. G, Pi6lon in arrest, or from depriving him of the Mi- 
litary Power, wliich he so cruelly abuses, I trust that the subjeA will 
appear to you of sufficient magnitude to induce you to proceed in per- 
son to Port of Spain, and to take upon yourself the charge and 
safety of the Colony. ' 

At all events, I m^st earnestly entreat you, on every principle, of 
public duty and of private feeling, to issue such immediate ordi^s,. as 
may effedlually enable my Wife dnd my Family, and all other persons 
under my, at present, unavafling protelSion, to embark from Port of 
Spain, without insult or molestation from B. 6. Fi6lon» 

I need hardly add^ that you are already well acquaifited with my 
zeal and eagerness to facilitate all arrangements of preparation and de* 
fence which you may think requisite for Trinidad. Although I hare 
no Military Power whatever, and therefore cannot possibly be held re* 
sponsible tor any Military failure or deficiency, yet if hostilities recom- 
mence, I shall be happy to embrace every opportanity of proving m^^ 
inclination, however destitute of inedjbfi, to promotie the success of 
your exertions* 

I have the Honour to be, with great respedV^^ 

Your faithful andob^ient Servant^ 

(Signed) W. 1?uli.abtoji* 
JJcut.'Gen. Grinfield^ Commander'in Chief of the Forces, 
i^c. l^c. fffc^ 



No. XXXV. 

Letter from Lkutenant^General Grinfi^tdr 

King's-House, Tuesday, Mey Zl, 1803. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

I sHALi. delay, till I have the pleasure to see you, to say any tbing^ 
on the subjed of your Letter of the 23d. 

I am truly concerned I have not an apartment to offer you and the 
Gentlemen with you, but in every other respedl I hope you will look 
on the King's-House as your own. We breakfast at eight, and dine 
at three. I flatter myself I may expe(Sk you and the Gentlemea at 
three this day» 

Mrs. Grinfield's best Compliments. 

Believe mc, my dear Sir„ 
Yours very truly, 

W^ Grikfisld. ^ . 

No. XXXVf. 
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No. XXXVI. 
Letter to Commodore HcMxi. 

On board ike Start Schooner, 
• SIRi . May 24, 1803. 

I ,RNCirOSE copy of a Letter, whicb» undpr the present circiun- 
;»tances of Trinidad, it has appeared a iXJaMrer of duty in me to address 
iq General Grinfield, as Camn\aAder of th^ Forces. 

It gave me gre^t concenj tp.le^rn from Mr* Adderl^, Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Pioby, an^ ai]pth^r. Gfentleoian^ that you had expressed yourself 
in their bearings respe6ling jne. An .t^rms which, cacmot possibly re- 
maip without. explanaUo.n- 

Mx. Adderley stated, that on. the 31st March you declared, that 
if the Start Schooner, on \yj)ich I was then embarked, sailed without 
the reg^ter b^in^ a^jleast signed by two of the Commissioners, you 
wpuM t^e or sink the vessel, ^Ithpi^b (he register was then signed 
by me, and was admitted to be a vahd register at the Custom -house^ 
without any further siffoature. / 

Mr. Burke came on board the Start, full of indignation, and in pre- 
sence of Mrs. Fullarton and several Gentlemen, repeated the insulting 
terms in which you expressed yourself, respeiSling the charges which I 
read in Council against B. G. Pidpn, jn his presence and yours. 

Mr. Burke felt it a matter of duty to communicate the terms to 
me, but they are so different from your former modes and chara6ter, 
that I refrain from specifying them, lest I should appear to substitute 
the phraseology of a drunken Boatswain for the language of a Chief 
Commander. 

Mr. Proby dec}ared^>that) in bis -presence, and before some other 
G^entlemen, you accused me of mistating some fads iu the Minute 
which cdrttah'ied the imputations charged agaiust B. G. PiiSlon, The 
sentiments and opinions expressed in that paper, will answer for thetii- 
selves. '.TThe' fftcSs are all verified by indisputable vouchers, b}^ re- 
spe6table declarations, and by depositions upon oath. ■ 
" AH these proofs would of course have been s4iewn to you, liad yt)u 
riot, on hearing my Minute read iri Conncil, deckired^that you consi- 
dehed it as a libel on His M^esty's Ministers. A number of other ille-' 
gal aftd Atrocious adls, stated to have been committed by B. G. Pidon,' 
have beenc6mmunicated tome, and proof of them gffered upon oath. 

The voice of all honest and unbiassed men in the commnnity, will 
rise up in judgipnent against him, as. soon as they are relieved from 
the system of terror, .which has hitherto deterred the oppressed in- 
habitants from daring to address His Majesty's Ministers, in any form 
of accusation or complaint : insomuch, that it will now be vain for 

B. G. Pi^- 
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B. G. Pi6lon to iatiHiidlite, imfnisoo, and bantsli those who can bear 
testimony to his guilt, as he has lately done in various instances. 
Aaiong others, be superdeded and imprisoned Mr. De Castro, a Re- 
gidor, and Keeper of the Archives, because be allowed me access to the 
criminal records, although De Castro hadconrtantly furnished them to 
himself, and to all the Members of Council, as was his duty, when 
required. 

Surgeon Timbrell, of the Royal Artillerv, has also been imprisoned, 
and, as I understand, broke or dismissed by B. G. Pidlon, in diredl 
violation of the regulations of the Ordnance*, because he gave evi- 
dence respefling the execution, without any trial, of Hugh Gallagher 
6f the Artillery, and because he refused to answer questions put to 
him by B. G. Pi6lon in your presence, on that subjeA. 

Ignorant as the Brigadier has proved himself of every principle of 
law, and prone to violate its most established forms, it is impossible 
that either he or you are yet to learn, that to force Mr. Timorell or 
any other individual to give evidence, which, by any construction, 
could be used to criminate, himself, would be reprc^^ated by every ^Eng- 
lish Judge. Neither can you be uninformed, that no criminal trial 
ever did take place without preliminary investigation. Every Justice 
of Peace in England takes evidence to determine whether or not the 
charges or allegations are sufficiently verified to justify a prosecution ; 
and the Fr«ich jurisprudence never omits the proces verbal, as the 
preliminary step in every criminal inquiry. As for the Spanish Code, 
it is so full on the do6lrine of Pesquisidores and Preliminary Informa- 
tion, that if ever you read the Recopilacion of the Indian Laws, the 
Laws of the Partida,- or the Curia Filipica, which, as a Commissioner, 
you are bound to understand, you will find whole chapters on the 
subject. I mention this, because on the imprisonment of Dr. Tim- 
brell, it is stated, that you expressed your conviction of the impro- 
priety of communication, at all times, wnen implications of the honour, 
charai^er, and life of a person high in office stand on record, ani 
that no present precautions could be illegal, but proper. These pro- 
ceedings will of course become the subje<5t of discussion in the IBng- 
lish Courts of Justice. 

I further understand) that D'Espnna, mentioned in my Minute 
of the IQth March, has been sent away from prison. Dubois h^a 
been put on board a vessel and dispatched from Port of Spain ; 
but whether put to death or not, remains uncertain. Mr. Monte^, 
Deputy Alguazil Mayor to Mr, Adderley, has been susp^ded, threat- 
ened with the gallows, and cruelly insulted ; his office taken from him 
and given to ano^er, as I am informed, without any offence having 
been specified to him. Thfs is not only a direcSt injury to Mr. Mon- 
ies, but violates. the right of Mr. Adderley to nominate his Deputy, 

* He has siucc been acquitted, and TC-instated, by sentence of a Cotirt Maitial. 

N agreeably 
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apfreeably to the powers granted W htm by the Kittg*fl appointment. 
You know that the Junior Commissioners have no right whatever to 
name any person to an official situation ; and as First Commissioner, 
in whom that power is vested, until the pleasure of His Majesty^s 
Ministers be known, I should have conceived myself guilty of a gross 
breach of duty, if I had interfered with Mr. Addertey's right of no- 
mination. 

As for the insults ofRred to Mr. Burke, I shall say nothing ; his 
talents, vigor, and ready elocution, will always repd aggression, as 
often as the Junior Commissioners choose to urge a conference with 
him. 

In short, every measure of intimidation and severity fS now exerted 
to stifle the voice of Truth, and to prevent any one from daring to 
come forward against B. G. Pi6lon, while the most nefarious aAs are 
exerted to seduce those who are acquainted with the crimes alledged. 
Among others, an attempt was made to betray Dr. Timbrell into an 
admission that there was a disturbance in Port of Spain when Grallagher 
was hanged ; although the place was then in a state of absolute tran- 
quillity, and a Court Martial was held three days afterwards, on three 
soldiers who had been accused along with Gallagher. 

Another endeavour has been made to entice Mrs. Griffith, whose 
extraordinary accusation of B. G. Piston you have read, into a com- 
pounding of her grievances ; although the laws of the Recopilacion 
expressly declare it is illegal to compound delinquencies, which defeats 
the purposes of public justice. 

From Mr. Proby I learn, that you not only maintained your right 
to oppose my lanaing, because I had embarked without asking per- 
mission from you and B. G. Pifton^ but that you had told me so in 
person. 

That you should have told me so" in person is impossible, because 
after the reading of my Minute of the IQth March, in Council, on 
the 24th, I never saw you ; and before that meeting of Council^ we 
were not on any footing that could have led to so uncivil a communi- 
^atjoi^. Had any such been made to me in person, by you, or by 
B. G^ Rifton — I should have said, that if either of you, in person, at* 
tempted to impede my landing, I should draw my sword and run you 
through the body. 

Another Gentleman asserted that, in his hearing, you declared 
that, in imputing criminality to B. G. PiAon, my conduijt was ♦* in- 
fiimous — most infamous ;*' and that this was delivered in tones so 
loud, that they were heard across your gallery by Gentlemen in the 
street. If your observation had applied to the crimes imputed to 
B. G. Pi^on, it would have been rash and premature, for a Colleague 
to have pronounced in ignorance, and without proofs a sentence of 
infamy. But it exceeds my comprehension, on what principle that 
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. term can*b6 appGed'ttf the perann who openly and honourably stated 
to the Brigadifir tine imputations from which it was necessary, for his 
own cbara^er^ and for. the National Cbaradiei: of England, to clear 
himself by piri:dic trbl; unle». you really conceived that the impu- 
tatioQ^ stated in my Mioutes were of my own fabrication.' 

This, however, k not maintained even by the Brigadier's l^al Adviser, 
the Attorney-General, Mr. Gloster, to whom, in your presence, I 
put the question in Council, wtiethdr he had not previously h«rd 
eviary one of the allegations stated in my Minute. In order that you 
ffmy know the princtplea on whic|i that leffal Adyiaer counsds Gover- 
i]0r6> and aomettoies tbetr opponent. I «hw, if you desire it, 1^ before 
you an opinion, signed Archibald vatloster, advisijog Mr. Webbe, of 
notorious memory in Martinique, how he might evade the Law^ and 
iruin Major-General Keppel, because that excellent Governor attempted 
to bring him and his partner, Mr* Chamirier, to justice, for introducing 
base coin into that Settkment. .The Document will shew you the 
principles of those who dire^l the Councils, aad support the mild and 
^(yial Govenlment of B. G. Pi6lon. 

, Here I must.makfi a digreaanon onitisie tubjed of Governor Keppel 
^nd Governor Mills ; two own, who^ with the official persons em- 
ployed around them, established the English . nasiie and chara^eron 
J50 pqMilar and distinguidbad a footing at Martipique, that on my labe 
visit to that^ Island^ I. fdtwjlAi. cxultatioti tbe confidence and estima- 
tion, ^n all hands, ej^nreoseil towards the English. .This affords a 
powerful couaterpoize to tb^ national and oolomal odidm tncurred by 
the cruelty, oppraistooi iosoleooe, and detail impertinenoe^ to all de- 
scriptiona of Foreigners, and Natirea, exhibited by B. G. Pi6lon in the 
iwfortunate and vakidble Settlement of ^ . . 

There is another point, which it is impossible for me to f»ss mt^- 
qulj liomment. JBL G. Pidon, by some tiKspKoabie infliience^ iadaced 
ydu tocottour in a PrMlamation^ dated 27 tb ApvA^ in which there is 
on^y one sevitenoe^ to the troth of which I can possibly assent It is 
certeiniy true, that Idid not applv to ^ou and. to B. G. Pidon, re* 

?ueating you would be. graciously pleased: to permit me to leave 
brt of.Spain, on.businesa direiSted. and specififid in tl\e King*s In^- 
atru<Sion9* His Ms^ty's Orcters precluded you aiui n)e irom going 
to Eiurope without leave chained from Ministers; but.sorfar Axirii 
tming Jimited to Portof Spatfi, 'Y^fie poradqs^ in armst, or State Pri- 
.WP^«). tha^ we ajre senraUydiradedto :<(xaiiiiDe various local circum^ 
stances, and to report concerning them. 

You feu at full llbecty to abkpt y««el/ from .Trioidad/ on 
jPuUio Bufiineas, .wtthont askti^iperniisMDa of your: C9lleagues ; but 
you join with B. G« PiAon m isaoing a PpoclaBUtCion^ declarii^ that i 
had. left Port of Spain without the Kmg!sh^am^ iBfhsn the fad is^ 
that I went .on.objeas diceaiy;fresarib^.by ti^JKing's Commands. 

S2 * ' You 
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Ton declare that I left Port of Sptm witkout coQsultftCion witf^ 
you, the Commissioners, or Council ; although jkm are in possession 
of my Letter of 12th of March, informing ywji of the objed of my 
Survey, and another, of the 14th March, dedlamig that I neither was 
entitled, nor had any indtnation, to withdrew from the duties of the 
Commission without leave from home t at the same time, I have your 
Letter of the 25th March, in which you accuse me of having formed 
a frivolous excuse of visiting the Island, to prevent my atlemKng the 
Commission ; although you state that I had never stirred from to«rn, 
but s^ypeared, from voluminous Papers laid before the Council on the 
preceding day, to have been employed endeavouring to criminate the 
persons' of the Junior Commissioners. 

The Declarations contained in that Proclamation, and the Orders 
enjoining Commamlunts of Quarters, and others^ to disdbey the First 
Commissioner, amount to a d\re£t vidation of the King's Authority ; 
and, unless fully explained to my satis&^ion,. will become the subbed 
of Parliamentary Discussion* 

It is impossible for me to guard against the falsehoods whieh mi^ 
have been poured into your ears, by men who have neither truth nor 
honour in their composition, aod who may for a time snoceed in pro- 
moting alienation among the b^t friends ; but I shall defy dt descrip- 
tions of persons to prodocd a sentence wiuch I ever wrote or pitow 
Rounced, in any pbrticnlar, reAediog pa^onatty* or disrespeAfully oA 
you; so much the contrary, that your panegyric was my oinstant 
theme ; and I felt myself well wiarranted in th^ stTtin, not only from 
your high professioaal and public cbara6)er^ but from the atot>og telPma 
in whic% my old and distinguished ^end. Sir Thomas Trowbric^, 
desired me to rely with implicit confidence on your sentiments Md 
principles. ' • 

The zeal whidi you evinced in cowfersidons previous to our depai^ 
ture from England, to carry into fuU eSeA the wise and sahitsvy In^ 
stmdlions we received from His Majesty *s MiniMers, gsremeconfr- 
dence to undertake the arduous ti»k of a6Hng in a Commission wicb a 
man of such ungovem^le temper as ft. G. ridoo^ superseded aa to 
Civil Power, but left with full Mtfitary Command, and with all the, 
means and instruments of defeating the purposes for which his Co}^ 
leagues were sent to Trinidad. Your remaining sq long abaeot on 
FubKc Service, and not proceeding with me from Barbadoes^ to open 
the Commission, gave me great uoeasines^ and placed me in an im- 
proper predicament. 

The gientleman-Ifke eondu A, however, of & 6. Pi^n^ on my ar<- 
rival, the very flattering Letter i reeetved from yoi», and n^ own db^ 
termination to avoid aH retrospeA and ail crimimatieny made me hope 
Ihat, looking prospedifely, we m^ht all three have co-operated to 
Iblfil the public objeAa ibr whkh :tfae CoouDission was appointed. 

My 
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- My ^KpeSations were ttty soon defeated. The onprovok^d ihswll 
and aggression which I received from B. G. PiAon on the l»th of Pe-. 
braary in my own house, hi the hearing of my Family^ and a <)Ompahy, 
6ome of whom were Spaniards, on the subje6l of a permission which I 
had granted to Madame Duval, are fully known to ydu, as weM as the 
suspension of the Fbblic Secretary, Mr. Woodyear, for his miscondu<^ 
on that tranaa^ion. 

The written Declaration of Fads which Mr. Woodyear signed, then 
^ontradided upon oath, and afterwards, finding his oath confuted by 
the affidavits of five reapedlable Gentlemen, issued another Declara^- 
tion, different from both of the preceding ones, leaves no room fqr 
comment on his unhappy case. 

A reconciliation between General Pi<?lon and me, on the affair of 
Madame Duval, took place on the 14th of February, in Council, by 
the urgent and unanimous entreaty of the Members* However, be^ 
cause I would not incl.ude Mr. Woodyear in the reconciliation^ it 
pleased B. G. Pidlon afterwards to break out with new aggressiont, in 
tiifterent meetings of Council, and at length to deliver his Minute of 
the 1 7th March, which ocmtained inaolent and inadmissible expressions 
respefiingme*. 

My Minute, dated Jpth March, and read in Council on the 24th 
Mard), contains the answer ; and to the imputations stated in that 
Fi^r, he dmst refdy, before God and his insulted Country. 

To conjedlure t>n what princtples you conceive yourself implicated 
in that Minute as a partic€p$ crtminia with the iBrigadier^ requires 
more ingenuity than I possess. 

In the mean while, the Brigadier has the tepipcrary triumph of 
rendering, through your aid, ati3 by means of his Military Command, 
his two Colleagues inefficient and ridiculous* He has almost in every 
in^aiice defeated the InstriufHom and Intentions of His Majesty ^s Mi** 
nisters, and now remaina tn a' more unrestrained plenitude of power 
i^n could possibly belong to any British or Spanish Governor, if the 
Lawa of either Country were in (ott^. 

As for you and nie» our chara^rs, in the mere business of fightings are 
long ago established. We have litlfe to gainon that score ; but we have 
every thing to loae, in public estimation, by folly and miscondu<S. 

I am quite aware, that wbilie you and I remain in our relative situa*- 
tions, to give or t6 acoept any thing like a Challenge, would, in the 
highest degree, be tmpfoper oft either side. - 

Whatever may be the result of our misunderstanding, I trust that 
matters will be aoeonduAed, aa ta f»ove tbatoiu: intercourse with 
B. 6« Fidon has- net made ua forget the condu^ which becomes 
Officers an^Gentteflien ; aisd that we will nob descend to that intemi^ 

* It was a determined objeA witb B. G: fi&xm, to force Caldnel FVilkrtoo prospec- 
tlTelv to coDcdr in smASoaing the taaie sytteai, nadtf wfafeh so maay cradi aad mdimiil 
aCb hail beea committad domig the (criod of his govcmiDeot. 

perance 
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perapce of expression, wltidi has loog ^einlered B. G« Pi<S<m's mim^ 
proverbial in the Colonies, for insolence, ill-oianners, and brutality. 
At aU events, I have the satisfadion of knowings tbat I never said nor 
wrote a word, with the remotest intention of giving y w any personal 
oftenc^ ; that I acquiesqed in every measuce yoa proposed in the 
Cou) mission or Council, and in my presence yoa never said a word 
that might not be used from one Gentleman to apo^ber; forvoor 
stating in Council that you considered my Minute of the Q4tp of 
March, as a Libel on His Majesty's Ministers, although extremeljr 
unjust, did not appear to me a sufficient cause of personal qparrel. 

If you persist in thinkM>g that the imputationij against B. G. Pic- 
ton, stated in my Minute, ought to be suppressed; that no proof 
should be allowed ; and that every on^ who knows any thing 
in evidence ^^inat the Brigadier, should be insultfkd, irnprisonea, 
banished and intimidated; or. that, if the fadls were proved, they 
would not involve criminality, I can only refer you to God, ypiir 
Country, and your conscience, for the justi5cation of such opioiona, 
and for the $till more inexplicable do6lrioe, that the usage oif com* 
mitting criminal and ille^l a<Sis, silcji as false impriscm^^aDty ififlt(>- 
tion of torture, assassination, or death without trial, gives a sort o£ 
prescriptive right to the perpetrator, which renders any person cul- 
pable who attempts to expose such delinquencies for judicial [Hiniffhh 
ment. AU that personally concerns me is^ the rno^e ia. which yob 
a6t and express youraelf on my subjeiS:, 

. As for me, 1 have, no be^tationjn declaring, that the Evidence 
brought forward since my Minute was read in Council, proves^ as hi 
as hunum testimony can be credited, and in defiance of all the intimi- 
dations Used to smother informations, that B, G. Fidion must eitiitf 
judicially clear himself from these irppvitations, or he will jstand re>- 
corded as the most atrocious mel^h^ov who ever diigraoed the J£qgliab 
name and chara(^er, invested with any portion of public authority. 

By his orders, establishing Martial Law op the firing of three, guns, 
he has every individual in the Colony at the utercy of his cruel, aii%> 
picious, and ungovernable resentments. By the embargo, preventing 
any persons from leaving Port of Spain, he may,. for a Im^ at lea^t; 
conceal his proceedings frooa the neighboimieig Colonies. . 

The dread arising from such authority, m suqh baods» hdfi already 
struck the devoted inhabitants with horror and dissiay,, siyd ixmsH fgmt 
a severe obstruAion to the expe<9tationa formed by Mipist€;r^, ariaiff^f 
from their liberal and enlightened ragplations and iMtrudjiions fpr.the 
welfare, security, and improvement of f liat valuable Island. . . 

As you declare that my imputations agaipst Gk>ver,9or B^^pi) ooi^ 
tain a Libel on His Majesty's Ministers, it is nec^dMry for me to addk, 
that the inhabitants lived under such apprehensions of the terrific J^ri- 

gadi^er. 
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gadrer, that no one, I believe, ever ventured to transmit any official 
statement of his crimes to the British Government. 

You must hjrve heard, that many persons were dispersed by Mflitary 
Force ; and others were imprisoned, merely for having signed a most 
loyal and respectful Address, congratulating His Majesty on the re- 
turn of Peace. They were vilified by B. G. Pi6lon as Jacobins, Bri- 
gands, and subverters of the British Government^ because they ex- 
press^ an anxious wish to enjoy the benefits of British Laws. Every 
one who did not withdraw his name from that Address, or who did not 
sign a Counter-declaration, was insulted and proscribed. If any man 
ventured to express the slightest disapprobation of any a6l he had 
sanctioned, or to approve of any measure which he disliked, or to be 
in habits of intimacy with any individual who had offended him, the 
terms. Thief, Villain, Rascal, Scoundrel, Rebel, Democrat and Bri- 
gand, were lavishly bestowed ; insomuch, that there is hardly a respec- 
table Gentleman in the Settlement, to whom at one time or other he 
has not applied his outrageous phraseology. 

He formerly gave orAsrs, as I am credibly informed, to bum or 
attack Mr. Begorrat's Plantation, as a Brigand, in the event of a com*, 
motion, although that Gentleman is now of the Council, and in his 
tonfidence. 

He called another Member of Council, Mr. Nihel, a reptile, and 
afterwards dispossessed him of the Office of Chief Judge, because he 
offended him respe6ling the outrage committed against Mrs. Grif- 
fiths, whose extraordinary sufferings, exposed to the outrage of a 
Black Military Force, you have read ; and because Mr. Nihel^ farther, 
obje<5ted to the execution of a man without trial. 

By frequent repetition of unfounded calumny, he has fhiposed on 
many persons at a distance, the belief that the respectable and well- 
behaved Settlement of Trinidad, with a few exceptions, is composed of 
pirates, ruined profligates and conspirators, and of course incompetent 
to famish proper Members for trial by Jury. Reprobating as I do, 
such injurious propositions, it must be confessed, that the ideas of 
right and wrong have been strangely jumbled and perverted during the 

?eriod of his Government. I have copies of different Letters, signed 
^homas R6ton, proving these assertions, and could offer you the , 
perusal of them, if your objedt were to be informed of the chara6ler 
and proceedings of your Coadjutor. 

With respeft to the introduction of English Laws, so anxiously de- 
sired by the British and other respeCtame inhabitants, I understand 
that the Brigadier and you lately received a Memorial, and had a 
meeting with the Mercantile Interest, at which the Gentlemen con- 
ceived themselves ill-treated and insulted. I shall therefore expose to 
you, without apology> the deceptions which the Brigadier has em- 
ployed 
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ployed on this important subjeift* In order, howe\'er, to understand tb« 
ciedret history of opposition to the intfodbdion of ISn^sh lmw% intoTn- 
nidad, it is reautsite to know the ABs and Declarations of those who 
have supported B« G. Ptdon, in hostility to the Lawa of his Coimtw. 

When Mr. GalveZy the Spanish Minister, urged the Coortjif Spain 
to encourage and ^iforoe the improvement of Trinidad, the ditiSeul* 
ties in efFe^iing his patriotic intentions, at least by means of Spanish 
Settlers alone, appeared nearly insurmountaUe ; for a olmn icason^ 
the Spaniards on the Continent possess territory 6000 miles in lenffth, 
in many places equal to any portion of the globe, in point of prodoe* 
tions and fertility. Under these circumstances, with the anrnqmices 
which invariably attend all new Settlements within the TropioSy the 
temptations held forth were by no means tantamount to induce any 
. adequate number of Spaniards to emirate from the Tierra FirT^e, or 
Continent, for the cultivation of TriuMbd. 

' As for Dutch Settlers^ so useful from their skill and indmtry iti 
draining marshy grounds, they had sufficient extent of territory in 
Surinam, Berbice^ -and Demerary« 

The French and English, whose estates in other Islands were either 
^circumscribed or uoprodu&ive, whose speculations had proved unsuc- 
cessful, or whose enterprizing spirit was excited by the hopes of su^ 
perior advantages in Trinidad, horded the chief supply of that ia&nt 
Colony. Thufi a population was foriined of three Nations^ unking all 
the advantages arising from the difGtrent charadiei^, aoqutrements^ 
and habits of induirtry and cultivation whioh distinguish the English, 
Spanish, and Frendi. Settlers. 

In the year I7a4, Mr. Chacoae, a Naval Officer of exoelleot clia- 
racier, was appointed Governor of Trinidad, and ruled with the OMin- 
nera of a Gentleman, and with the most paternal regard to the intereste 
of all classes committed to his charge. Under his mild administration^ 
•the Colony rapidly increased. During this pmod, the Surveys, In- 
spbfliona, and Statistical Reports^ were prepared, which have since, 
in a great measure, famished the materials from which the Statements 
of B. G. Pinion, and of Captain IVfbllet, have beeu compos^. 

In Spring 1797 1 the Island surrendered to the English. A few 
nK)nths afterwards, an Address was presented to Governor PifloU, 
accusing Governor Cbacone, and holdmg htm up, most injurioiiisly, to 
the vengeance of the Spanish Court, for the alledged corruption and 
oppression of the Spanish Laws under his Government, although it is 
niatter of notoriety, that Don Chacone was one of the mildest and 
most approved Grorernors who ever ruled a Foreign Settlement^ 
thot he had most liberally protected the English, and other Foreigners, 
ami had conferred essential favours on many of the individuals who 
signed his accusation ; that there was no instrument of torture exist- 
ing during his long administration, and, I believe, only two or three 

persons 
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^moM MMMki ill ihtm ymn ; that the oorruptions and ddays 
jiated were incid^t to Spanish Ijkws and Tribunafe in ^ncnl, and 
hf no means chaiveable to the Spanish Oaweraor in nnestion. 

At aB areots, me Colony, wMn ruled by him^ haa the privilege of 
A^ieat to the Audience of Carraccas, and from thenoe to the Ccmncil 
of the Indies in Spain. These measures naturally augmented the cau- 
tion and respeA to legri form, so remarkable among Spaniards. They 
ferther exhibited a mortifying conti^t with the rapid eiecutionSj and 
ahrupt disdain of legal principles, which so oons^cuouslT discinguish 
the judioial proceedings of B. 6. Pi6ton, and seem only adapted to the 
summary and sanguinary Jurisprudenee of Robespierre* 

B. G. Fidon gracbusly received the address of acoisation against 
Governor Chacone^ and of reprobation against the Spanish Laws 
and Tribunals. By an incompetent and retrospodive e&tension of 
anthority, he established a Cd!^mittee of Inquiry , in the nature of a 
Residencia, to criminate the condadl Of Governor Chaoooe^ and the 
Mfembers of Government, previously to the surrender of the Island tO' 
the English. 

i He put at the head of thatXIkimnMsion Ddo OhmtOfal De Rofaiee^ 
a person eminently hostile to Governor Chacone^ but who was gene^ 
raiiy r^rted to have lent large sums of money to B. O. Pi<^n. 
Among those who petitioned for this «r p^t faBo and inquisitorial 
Tribunal, we find the name^ of Messrs. Bl^^k^ Begorrat, «nd St« B6, 
two of whom are no^ in Couneily two of them are Alcaldes, and alt 
three Members of the Cabtldo, admtoialering deciaians wbieh violate 
idike the principles of English Justice, the Spmiish Laws, or Recopila- 
eion of tho Indies, and the Laws of Humanity, esudilished bv G<xl 
and Nature id the breast of aft hamaa kindj, of ev4ry country ana com* 
pleiion. 

When I first visiMd the jafl^ in eolRpfloiy with these and other 
efficial persons, thens «Ms a ntmltitxide of vi^ms in their pestilential 
receptacles, many of %boDa appeared like spe^Wea issuitig from a 
charnel honae, and others confined in positions of continued tor* 
fure^ while numbers were detained without any register, or know- 
ledge of the offtnoe for whkh they wetie oomtnicttad. I do no^ 
imptrte to these Jodges the banishment of several hundred helpless 
women and children, 4ilirned on board of ship on the sic volo, sic ju- 
beo, of B. G. PiiSlon, witboult any tiat of their names, or of the suspi^ 
eions urged agaitist them $ neither^ I arraign the Judges for the un« 
fortunate viAimS' whom he executed wkhout any trial at all t but these 
teprobators of the Spanish Inatitotes, and opposers of the £ngii$:h 
Law, have enough to answer for : th^ pubUdy f an^ioned and de- 
Ihanded expostJkSh regulation to criminate a respectable and beloved 
Ck^vernor ; as soon^ however, aa they obtained appointments as-Mem-* 
hers of the Cabildo^ Begidors^ Alcaldes, Judges und^ Criminal Com* 

o missions^ 
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jnisslons, smd Admmiatrators of th|,^pii|j|lj-||i||| l^^ifci tt||jL h^ 
openly reprobated, tljey proo^gd^d babltu^Jly to injpriiiQu, wifhout 
any speciticatiofi of a cno)e^'mjdir§(Sl.:yioUti0i% of the . Spspifilii I^w* 
^hoy ii^glec^ed the prieom^, wiiicji^ the*. Spanish Laws enjoyi tfi^iQ to 
visit regularly^ Qoa of t^f iD, ^sisted at the in&i&.ing of ttirtore m^jl 
mioor^ withmijt appoiiiting ti^ors to conduct :the. Q)M»or'$ de£biK3!e| {md 
without any medical aseistaace. The^ ara. .^&% for \ybich a S^oiati 
Judge^ Of Governor, woiild have been broki^ ca^^iened, o^ tried £9# 
his liie. They farther pa3sed sentence of mutilatioii a^ death fov s^iu 
oery^ witchcraft^ and other imaginaty crimes, not punishable by • tl)^ 
English Law, ainl not recQf qi^ b; the Spanish Law.. 
, Such has been tbe march tad profrjeas of their judicial operations as 
Spanish Jud^s, Ufid^ a Code which tl^ey reprobat^d^ and whi^ theyi 
jhav§ never ceased to violate. . ... 

^ This Co^^y hqweyer, so. re{>robatj9d .and so* violelted l)y theinselt.e«ift 
they now n^ntaio -in opposition tp the prinqiples of English Jurispru^ 
dence. Thiey prgfer tl:^ in^t^ipixpC t^Uw tp the XriaJ by J^iry ;. i^m 
definite imprisonment for unspecified delinquencies, to the ^ab^. 
9oi^u^i Md[ arbiUK^Kj^ Q^fttOutKiel^t witbottft^^ess^ to thu^ admi^^ioa 
oJFJBailfbir/baiUhle Offenc^^ • > . ^ 

If on. these poin^: an Englidbmap, or an^ oth^ person^ pf^uM)^^ 
to differ (rQpintk^'dpe dixit q( tb^ Bdg^di^,; he. is reprobated,49:|i 
9Pii^u:4tPf, fi republiq^n^ a»d a. bng^d*.! U his per«)n€spap9j.tbif 
pi\, his phMai^er must.be tmr^ im^tyig^ than the seven:/old',shie]d^ 
of Ajax^ ta.re»jdtihe.daUy.i;Qpilitit)oft of a tbpusaad f^lsehoo^^ . ,« 

That the pjxiceddings of, EogU«h Cdurta are c^petisWei jind n^so^ 
oitheiEaglishfQri^s.of Gi.vil .Proeeaaftinoyingto Fprei|;n^j% cannqt 
be, deputed. ..That thos^, {Mroprif^ore ivjho.mide ^ng^g^ments undes 
Spanish cohtra(?ls, subjedl to the Spanish Recopilaeion of the Indies, o» 
to tbe'RoyalCeditiJas, ajee entitled t,Oii}is^t)jif^ c^n^r^^ipfi^s^ 
sao?ed, (nast hi: admitted by 9\lm^n$ ecii^t-^ifi^'Vi'Jsioj^^^ ti^l 
pernicious do^rin«rpf e^f peuJa^Q x^gu\^^i^ in l^e^^^fHi^ of Governor 
Chacdne* ;. ,,; -,..»?•> :.y [ e . .• 

The principle on.wJbieh\the;3panidi GptV^npKAtrgll&n)!^ to tho 
Settlers of Su^-estat^, e»^^m^Teib»fi^n.Mjtm^$^§ scouring th^ir 
property from sale for payment .of th^ko^blr9^:a4til tlf? 46fiVLnd4^ 
amounted to a large pro^rtioA jof . the;VialH«^.;V<tLs,fa»ftd6d M^ the «i^ 
posed policy of encopra^iiig the S«gtir. QukiViatipn. . ^ 

The principle on which ^Dglish MerQhAn|6.and Pl«)iter^ concur^-Jft 
wiahing to dbtmn the. eataUiabtMnt of , £^Iis^ .lur^ci^di^nce^ in mat^ 
ters of Debts and Civil Contra(^s».is fouitd^.on an^ ^ually landabia 
endesvour of the M^idumts to be enai^ed to lenct tiKitneyibr the, im-^ 
prat ement of the Island^ with 3 fair proi^ie^l. pf rp^wry ; and,, on j^ 
other hand, from a perfe^ csonvijflio*, ,pn, the mind of the British 
Planter^ that» without the benefit of JBn^h La£4^s^ h^ mast, not look. 

for 
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lor any eftAisioft^'&Pl^ffillr tSfedit,'ai4 thus nmst be deprived df 
means to imprpve his property. * 

* ' Neither the one nor the other set of rfdherenfa to the introduflfion 
of British Ljiws, in matters of Debt and Civil Process, entertain thfe 
tnost remote idea of exten(fing any regulation, retrospe<3ively, to past 
engagements. • •♦ . 

'WltH regard to Crimma! Proceedings, I wif! venture to pronounce, 
tl)at ?ll descriptions .of inhabitants must feel themselves in an abjeft 
and fe^aded situiiion,' until, by some modififcation or other, sufficient 
barriers of Endish Jurisprudence shall be interposed against the cor- 
ruption, iHeganty, and violence, which this Colony has unfortunately 
experienced. Ffevv men, however, can either aft with any setiliment 
t)f self-respeft, or venture to express any fair opinion, on such sub- 
JA^s, while it «hall be .pertAitted to Gkyverhor Fffton, or to any other 
'j>erson in power, to ifflprootr ^y one without specifying an ofFehce; 
to intimidate any witness ; to detain ainy persbn m prison adHditum^ 
wwiou^ being owtged to prosecute ; and to inflt61r torture, niutflatton^ 
OTddiath, without trihl. * ' *\ 

ffiavfe now expressed ttr*^u Irf detiil, -my sentiments on several tm- 
porlant subj^ftif. 'Your ditty to "the Ktug, exads from you expUck 
statemenfe and 0]iinionrf^oHift Majesty*^ Ministers, on those parts jyf 
this. Letter which refer to PiiHlc Service.' 

^"'•iHie circuhis^&nces wWeh are of a natbre personaHd myself, re*- 
qMre such an explanation 9s, in some* foiro or other, you know; and 
must feel, is due to me — ^T mean, such ah expfenatSon as niay prove 
satisfactory to an Officer and a Gentleriite-^to one wjio Hever, inten- 
tionaWy, Ci^ftnpitfed an ag^sdion ; wfio'thr6/ttrfi lift ""has proved him- 
self to possess a donciliatorv disposition ; but who never did, ini'i\e¥er 
wfll, itrffer 'improper and insulting expressions, if applied io hiift, to 
pass unnoticed., ' ' ' * ' 

• ■' f have the Honour to be, -^ 

' SIR, * 

.1 %^.o " •. • Tour obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) W. Fullaatok. 

To Commodore Hood, i^c/^c. ^c. . 

, . ^ . .. Jwu 10, 1803, 

•Wrts lietter Ivas written on my passage to BBrbadoes, with the in* 
^teiftSblk* of b€img 'delivered -to you in pwtoti, havmg there received a 
Di^[xateh 4V^m Lord Hobart, 4bted the 23d of Aprit. f left a certified 
cbpy at Mra^ CfeilL^s^ fi) ftcmSvarded to you by lAeMenmt Eatirencif, 

2 command- 
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^mniMiMtog the Nettlef* ][ retaiMMl aooUwr copy fM «f 9^» «i 
traaamitted the oriffiiial to B. G. Pidon. 
On the Itt of Jruae we isMed from Bndgetown, and anchorad hcte 

I uow inclo«e copy of a Letter which I rec^ved from B. C« Pi^lo% 
with the Minutes of Council ; you will also receive copy of my ao- 
aarer to the Bngf^ier^ mod of a rroclamation wluch 1 had prepared for 
issoiog OQ VM landing. 

No a&sof illegality or Tiolence. which can be committed bjr the 
Brigadier, will surprise those who are acauainted with his operatioiia; 
But even his friends in the Council, at least some of tbanfty appotr 
alarmed at the hazards in which he has involved thetiu by an avovtad 
aS, of disobedience to the King*s Commands: for I understand, «- 
Protest was entered on the Minutes of the 3d of JunCi of which no 
mention was made h) the Letter from 9* G. Fidlon^ but of wllich I ' 
have procured and enclose a copy* 

Since yoor dep^rtura/an Address has been pneanCed to &. G. Fk* 
ton, signed by some English, and a larger proportion of Fiendl i»hif» • 
bitanti* The Spaaiantst ^'^ the eiceptKHi of about half e doeeo^ 
hare resisted all the arts of intimidation and allureaieet wUch weet* 
exerted against tkea>* Of all the JBo^tsh in thaa Islimd, it appears^ ^ 
that not moM; than about siUy havebcen pcevailed on to espnssa tfaaif; 
fiyoiiiible Kotimeots. A greet proportion of these Oentletnen k»^ 
hofa^ctim^oSUd with himi by appointoienta which be had been tlHkf 
.means oi procuring them ; by habits of intimacy or transaction, whik,! 
many df tbe oth«aiuure only recently beoome inbabiteala, end hate 
npt^pt acquired anfficieat knj(iwledge to beliere the poas&Uitlr of llie& 
b^rifv -pooupitted the atrodytiea imputed to him, and whidneae atfi 
repi^gnant to an English mind. On the other hMoi^ afevof lii#i 
supporters are either implicated in part of his criminality, or ieicffetftt 
hy circumstances in his seceesa ; wpile a gteater eumber M $shmMif\ 
of having so long aubmitted to his dosmnatien. 
. The gross naisrstatemcnta and dired fallaciea which have beenriree- > 
lated during my absence, exceed all ordinary preAice of deerplaott tl 
for eaample ; it was servomly asserted, that I invited BaiOB De Mott«r.^ 
talembert to dinner, and set him .next to e Miidatto ; thai I eaM^ei » 
or iiisolted Judge Black in his own house, altbough there #^%ve 
respe6\able Gentlemen present, who all declared the oentraiy wipan 
oeth ; that I safficrcd B* G. VUSiou to inaolt ase witb^ tqtpunity, while, 
at other times, 1 anv charged with baring not only insulted, oiilefaal** « 
lepged him ; and, that I knew so little oi the duties q[ a Magistrate, 
as to take evident m an irre^ilar an^- clandestine maneer, esNlto 
swear the Witnessea- to secrecy .^ 4 fVench Geetlfesea of the neme 
of Le Th^ received a M ettjM | fe ' informing hi»s if he weee not es^ 
iie#ely cv efiul of his ^o^^paC B. G. h^ m^ant to order bim to 
,>;;'^ teave 
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Uwe iSem MMd.fafctue Mr& FblHutMr \mA acdtdeniBNy pttd 8 «i«t to 
a Lodv who happened to live at the hoo« of tke Gtotlenmn m quetltoii. 
The iPfeftdi were in gen^^J assured, thtt erery one ndko^finroured 
Brittsb Laws, was their detenmned enefoy ; that the iotrodivfiion of 
tlMBe Law« wottU be their ruin, and tf^t B. O. Pidon, by opposing 
Engli^ Jurisprodenoe, pitMredtiimself their mrett friend* 

All tkuks/Ci endeavours, faowe\'nr, have had fitde infloesice, and the 
great Body of the Colony, of aU Nations md dcacrtptioiis, with the 
few exceptions already stated, reprolMte the erimes imputed to B. G. 
Pidton, althott^ many of thetn, iivmg at a distmitae'ih the eoonlry, 
are ignorant ot the specifio charges, and other»«ven in town^ are em^ 
tMy dOaoquaiQted with the promi andevidenoef rcaify to aubstmliate 
the ailegationa. 

One GentlaflEiMi has been cMtgtd to fly to Gntnada, because 
be refnicd to sobaeribe for a sword to B. O. PMKm ; bat nddadj 
that be was ready to contribate for a halter to soeh as deserved 
it. A aaoat lespfeidUMe Officer, Captain Walker, was kot night in- 
soiled io a nobhc company by Mr. Woodyear, becaose^ on my orrirU 
im ti^B^he hod done me tne honourof oomingbn bootd^to visit me. 
IDhi Mr. Woodyear*s sayii^ that no doubt he had waited on me to 
|rvo wm witotonma advice said intdlfgence, Caplainr Walker feoid him, 
flkot his informer wav, in dired terms, #hat I shall notneose ; Mb\ 
WootfMar deshRol him to be caotkius, for \m infonnef waa B. Q. Be*- 
Hot ilM» vapKed Chplaio Walker, tell him thes* words 9p^ to 



It is onfortmale for the Colony that anch d isse n ti o n s sbodd oocor, 
Old pahfiil to emry one posaesnng the sentiments and uu n mais of a 
OanmoMm, lo* be involved in any transadkm witti sodh mift li 
It O. FiAon aad Mr. Woodyear4 - 

VBO oaBcmc, Dowever, wiii ne uenveo from tnese oiscossiotis. Jcua 
Mijaitj^a Miniaters wtfl obtain a numbf h ifeim atl op from the co^ 
liaioa, which ooald hardly be prod uc ed or stated under less perturbatii 
^MPMOTttBoes. Tno deftM of abnses and defeAs in the Admin istra^ 
lioo of thia Itftod, Irom the period of B. 6. FiAon-s appointment, 
wtti alfoad aofleient negative examples of afis and ordinanoes^ wineb 
oag ht to bo avoided in the general system of Colonial r»^ation, said 
wmeh, I hehev^ have never been surpassed in mj of the West Indiait 
SettlnaeMa, eicept in Goadaloupe. 

kia i m p o ss ible for me to pass over the terms of the Address wttbti* 
out some observations. The Brigadier veeeives tbejE¥amiest otptw 
siona of acknow l e dg m ent for his wise, equitablb and socoaasfiil owbn 
90fei»'iit sitntfiolis of eitraordmary diflfeuhy, in a eon ^o ered Colony, 
posaMfOg the aeeda of interior insurrection, menaced, and preparations 
n>ade for attack by the Enemy, destitute of ships of war to guard the 
Coasia, Fbrtffossea lo withstand tissault^ end at times^ whh a vesy as- 

conaidmble 
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coniiaefBble GcttriiQii he atedd tm^majradL' He fi^ienM Iratiqalk 
•lity and order, and inspired His Majestj*g loyal SnbjeiSb with th« 
atroageat oMfidence : his vigilance, his vigoor and «ftivity, supplied 
the* want of physical Forces ; and he •btamed from the Ibemy the 
giieafest eutogiiam that can be bettiMired npcm a Military Chief*-«a Pve« 
clamation, setting a price upon his head, ia answw to this eulogitnnv 
i shiUlonly atate, that the equity of his measures has afaeady been suf- 
^dientlf demonstrated ; and his wiaddn seeans eommeasiirate with hj| 
moderaflios* 

If the Mand had been attadc:ed, we cannot entertain a doubt but 
brwtMdd hacre endaavounsd to defi^.itwkb auooess ; but hia^wisdomy 
#igikmae,.and BBArky iiave never been displayed in My e^kaent pre^ 
paration for defence^ nor in any beneficial system of impvovoment« - 
Hie vigttiiCiifaas bMD^hewn, hy putting to the tXMtwe unfortutAte 
laftins remong others, Louiaa Cdderon, a gtrl uader age % hy mufeiii 
Utawg slavea, ^Mkexeciilitig Spaniards without trial. - i . * 

'•To picesanre taanq«Uity itnd onier, he banished helpless iM«ieii and 



Jdi&hea; and his modeiof pie^nenting insumo^aon, and of attaching 
'the misled popnlatiasi of a oooqiieMd Colony, hM been by eAablists^ 
kig areign m terrdr and Oppmasion, lahicb has imptvaseil too many ^ 
Um fbrdgtt iahabkattts ^ilh jdbhorrence of the fingliihTlLaiM ati4 
GofterMKOt. ^-U 



'**akcaiige' Bsuat'te the niflapp^vhensbn, aad iMgameus the'daw^ 
mm^, vhaftit oul :0f soeli pisec«eding«) assM- ^xhs^ •mstemls 4M 
Morale Judicial, Military or Political applause. But it requires alUl 
pMCjiisfiMcd dkcieiiMBant^ to thseover on srimt pouikki priiicipki it 
aaorfccoaoBe'tiie anfa^iA of eobgium iov a Military Chiefs arid an £h^ 
iishnfiavenier of Trindad, tatitist^ with the vBorioea interests, iMevi 
course, and connexions between that Iriand and 6ie- Continent H 
Soith i^xnena, to have rendeeod. himself ebnotions *aJiho§t' tOKvery 
sfetifv^eiboni An|petoura'te Cartiugena; insomuch, that a mimhirOT 
iHifdrUJnate vi6tiaia^ relying on his assurances, were WnrDked in pi9oH 
avd otaasakre: at the Carraceas; that hi seized Spaifiah* lMMlie9 
trading wider puUic fatih and inotua) oonfktBnGe at l^ieidsd ;• thai 
he imprisoned, punished, tortured, and, iu smeral inatances, ea^ 
caaled oatiurs'-ot Soutl^ ^menca, in dinad vielation of thd La#s 40 
]liatioDS^.^i()herprinciples of pohcy, and Che dvAatesof humadity ! a(f 
last, by these accumulated aggressioqs, he obtasaed the honour of a 
Sffa^k^ or rather a South '.£neriean Proelamation, settiviig a firice 
uptm Us head. Soeh is the portrait of your CoadjMor, neither flat^ 
teead nov ftsished. . 

(Signed) ^ W. FoixAartW. 
5^ Commodore Tl0o^, &c. &c. &c. 

' J /T7 I. . .-.*.. ■ ■ .... J 

^ No.XXXVIL 



Digitized by 



Google 



99 

J16. XXXVIK 

Zeti^ from Commodore HbcMl^ eoh^timenttm/ $o Cotonet Pullarton *• 

Blenheim, Carlisle Bay, Barhadoesg Jan. 25, 1803. 
MT DEAR SIR^ 

M-ANt thankr fcr 'tlie honotnr 6f yobf kilrt'fcwifl^. J am very 
Mpp7 to leam you hai^/been so poHtefly reoefv^ by alt tMlti^^t pixyL 
pldli indeed, frorti the knowledge the^ itfoit hsrte of yoo^ puMfe and 
l^triiratechasa^r, they nraat look foi^afd #>ltl pH it in reno the^^ati* 
la^s Ifbriy to be derivied ( ftom youraUiitieft ami h^Atktyl ht^l, i 
assure* you, very grkteful for' your and (SkeMnal Pi^oi^*e M!(^nfion Id 
my cornfort ; a small place wHl suffice for my present aGdommddatk>n; 
and; I trust yoo'Hviil riot put'yoursdved' to a«iy kl@6AventenM on my 
account I imagme yoa are not yit .^it|i't|^it of^tlUS i^ins^ wbm 
have left us some days. Every thing 4ooks peaceable : General Grin- 
£eld has directions to "send to England tlie 14th, d^th, and 57th 
R^ffimertts, and two battalions of the 6(Hh to Nova Scolia and Ca- 
Dada, and we have nearly clo ued • «! ■ dio positions on this head, which 
1 hope will, in about eight or ten days/ give me the opportunity of join- 
ing you at Trinidad. 

Agreeable to your desire, I have been endeavouring to obtain as 
many men discharged ftt>nl the G9th H^^eat'aatiosl^iMe/'tO'.Mtlle 
at Trinidad, in wiiich I have been aided very much by General Mait- 
Tand ;* Greneral Grriitgeld liad dire6ied as many as wished it to be sent 
to England; however (this day), he has told me I may persuade as 
many as I can to go to Trinidad, whieh I had pretty well done before: 
upwards of forty have already embarked on board tlie Emerald, and I 
trust as many more will before she sails for Trinidad ; I shall also keep 
her a day or two longer for the purpose, and afterwards provide, bt/ 
the ships of war, passages for the others. The Troops for England 
'will sail the 20th March ; the 14th and 57th go home in the Excel- 
lent, fitted for the purpose, and a transport. You are to have at 
Trinidad the 37th Regiment; it is strong and well disciplined, and 
commanded by an excellent Officer, Colonel Hope. 

Pray tnake my best respe6ls to the Ladies, and believe me, 

• MT DEAR SIB, 

^^y micerely yours, 

Sam. Hood. 

* The three fUlowing Lettert are inserted^ to mark the contrast produced on the con* 
diid and expitiaafts of Cominodore Hood, by the d6ceptioas.«id cottntera&ing inflocnoe 
•fB.aPiaon. i^ . o _ 
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No.xxxvur. 

Letter from Commodore Hoodoo Colonel FulIartoii« 

March 10, ia03. 
MY DElA SIR^ 

. Caftaik B]iAin>9 of the Heureux/ has sent me tnv Dispatches^ 
which airhred at Barbadoes by the Princess Charlotte ncket on the 
^h inst. in which I have nothing new. The General has also his Dis- 
patches. The Poil<4ma^er at Barbadoes wonld not give np the M:ul 
without an Order frDm the Governor ; how this was not obtained, I 
cannot conceive, the Admiralty, on the ^ ult. acknowledging the re- 
ceipt of my Letter from 9arbadoes, mentioning my arrival there. 

I have also Dispatches from Sir A. Mitchdl, at Bermudas, dated 
the 13th February. lacty Mitchell died of a decline on the 10th. 

Very faithfully yours, 

Sam. Hood. 

Thursday Evening. 

No. XXXIX. 
Letter from Commodore Hood to Colonel Fullaiton, by the Camiftm. 

Centaur, Bartadoes, June 18, 1603. 
SIR, 

^" I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of a voluminous Epistle from 
you, bearing date the 24th of April, which is at an instant I apt) oc^ 
cupied with a duty more material to my Country than the first and 
last pages (the only part I have been able to peruse) a{^ar to require. 
However, I must beg leave to acquaint you, from its tenor in that 
part, I shall transmit it by the earliest conveyance, after copied, to 
the King's Ministers, for His Majesty's information, bein^ well as- 
sured, fromcood authority, that since the Minutes of His Majesty's 
Council for the Island to 3d April have arrived in England, my con- 
du6l in the transadiions of Trinidad has been approved. 

I have the Honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

SxUi Hoop. 

His Excellency W. FuUarton^ Esq. &c. &c. &c. 
Trinidad, 

No. XL. 
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No. XL. 

Letter from Brigadier-General Piston to Colonel FtdUrton. 

Port of Spain, June 6, 180Si 

I HATB the honour to communicate to you the Proclamation of th^ 
Commission of the 27th ult.^ as well as the Minutes of the Council of 
the 3d instant ; and I am under the necessity of signifying to you, by 
the advice of His Majesty*s Coimcil, that I cannot, consistently with 
the tranquillity and security of this Calony^ admit of your landing her* 
during the absence of Commodore Hood. 

I have the Honour to be. 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

Thomas Picxoir, 
Brigadier-General, 
To mmam Pullartan, Esq. &c. 



No.XLL 

Minute of Council, 3d of June, 1803. 

TrinrHad. 

At a Meeting of Council at Government-House, in the Town of 
Port St. Joseph, on Friday the 3d day of June, 1803, convened in 
consequence of the arrival of Dispatches from His Majesty's Secre- 
tary of State, dated the 23d of April last, signifying His Majesty's 
pleasure of his accepting the resignation of His Eswcellency, B. G. 
Pi<5lon as a Commissioner ; . \r . . 

PBBS£NT : 

His Excellency Brigadier-General Pi<Son, 

rJohnNihel, 

Tl«Hooo.r.ble p|;iKlo.ter, 

f_J. M. Woodyear. 

The Minutes of the former Proceedines beinr read, and approved ; 

His EacelleBcy B. G. Pi<fton having latd before the Board a Dis- 
psitch of the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, bearing date the 23d 
April last; and His Excellency having aiw intonned the Board, that 
Colonel Fullarton^ who was at Barbadoes^ m consequence of seeing 

F such 
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this Government to a6t as His Majesty's First Commissioner ; the 
Board, therefore, resolved ; That an express-boat should be sent to 
Barbadoes, ta the Commander of Hi8;Maje8t/s Forces, requesting^ 
him to interfere, and prevent the return of Colonel William Fullarton ♦, 
until farther Dispatches are received on this important subjedl fronv 
His Majesty's Ministers, particularly as the re-appearance of Colonel 
Fullartoti might be attended with most alarming and dangerous con- 
sequences to the peace and. security of the Colony,, under the present 
existing circumstances. 

Resolved also. That as Brigadier-General in His Majesty*s Service, 
all Civil and Military Command is, by His Majesty's Commission^ 
vested in General ri6lon*s hands,, in the absence of Commodore 
Hood ; especially, as Colonel Fullarton, by the Proclamation issued 
by the Commission, with the advice of Hia Majesty's Council, dated 
the 27th of April last, has been declared no longer officiating in the: 
Government as one of His Msgesty's Commissioners. 

A true £xtra<5l^ taken from the original Proceedings. 

Geo. Unwin, 
]9^pat^ Clerk. 



No. XLIT. 

Copy of Minute h/ the. Honourable John Nihel, Senior Member of 
Council^ and Chief Justice, June 6, J 803. 

I TAKE this opportunity of declaring, that I consider Colonel Ful— 
Jarton as Governor of this Island, during the absence of Commodore 
Hood ;' and that I am bound, by the oath which I have taken as Mem- 
ber of the Council, to obey him. Although I assented to the Procla- 
mation, I now decfere, that I assented to it without considering it 
sufficiently. Oa more mature reflexion, T have considered it as an 
improper a6V, and I cannot persuade myself, that either this Procla- 
mation, or any other a6l ot two Commissioners, could deprive the 
other of any part of the authority whieh he received from the King 
by the Commission: nor have. I been able to- find i any authority,. 
which can satisfy me, that he was deprived of his part in the Govern- 
ment of the Colony as Fu-st Commissioner by his going out of the 
Government> or by any other adt o( his^ since his arrival in the 
Colony. 

(Signed) John Nihel* 

* Tbis requisition sufficiently noarks (he .vM^on of His Msjestj's GvH CrOvensmeDt 
by B. G.^idon» in his Mtlitaiy capacity, with the advice ojf the Colonial At^oniey-General 
and two other Members of tte Trinidad Counfci}. It is farther to be observed, that Color 
nel FuUarton was employed in Trioidad solely ta a CSvil situation^ and in no resped sub^ 
jed to ihe Commander of the. fforjCQi^ ... .;..(«. / > • 

i No. XLIIL 
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Dissent in Council from tlie Htmaurable John Nihel. 

* 1 DISSENT from the motion — ^Because I think that preventing Co- 
lonel Fullarton from landing and assuming the Government of the 
Colony, would endanger the peace and security of it, much more 
#ian pennttting him to land^ and because I know of no authority in' 
the Colony to prevent hta landing. Wkh regard to former motions 
pttsed in the Cooncil, after more mature refle6Hon, I now declare, 
that some of them have had my assent without due consideration on 
Vy part, although I at the same time declare, that I gave my assent 
without the least solicitation whatever, froin any person whatever. 

John NiHEL. 

June 6, 1803. 

No. XLIV. 

Letter from Colonel Fullarton to Lieutenant^General Grinfield, 

€^c. &c. &c. 

Om board thi Start Schooner, PoriofSpmm, Jmiuy, 1803. 
SIB, . DiipaicJud ike lOlh June. 

iViB encloted Letter from B. 6. P!6ton to me on my arrival in this set uticrfim 
Bay yesterday, with the Minute of Council of the 3d June, whichSSTSJlR 
accompanied it, are transmitted, that you may know the proceedings ^^^SSa^cw 
which have taken place. I have only to refer to my letter of the 23d^J»njgJt*i* 
May, and remain with great respedt, * thejdorjiiM* 

_ and fgprobafim 

SIR, chtdittencof 

Your ftithful and obedient Servant, **'• ^'^ 

(Signed) W. Fu];j.AaTON. 

I enclose copy of a Letter from me to B. 6. Pidon, and of a IVo* 
clamation which I prepared for issuing on my landing. 

To Ueutenant-General Grir\fieldt i^t, i^c. (^c. 
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No. XLV. 

FYom Colonel PuUarton to Brigadier^Generai Pi^M. 

On board iki SchoBner 9t9ri^ 
8IR> Juneg^ 1803. 

. I HAVE received jrotir Letter of the 6th Jtine, enclosing your Ph>- 
claipation of tbe ayth of Aprils and the Minute of Cooncil datei 
(;he 3d of June. You inform ine^ that jon cannot^ oonmsteatly with 
the tranquillity gf this Colony, adroit of my landmg during the d)^ 
sence of Commodore Hood. In answer to your Prodamakion^ I en- 
dose one signed by me» and ready to have been issued^ if you and 
His Majesty's Council had not s wum itted a direA violation of the 
King's Authority, and resisted my landing at Port of Spain. 
Iti the Minutes of Council, you acknowledged the receipt of Dis- 

B itches from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State, signifying 
is Majesty *s acceptance of yotff msig n ation as Commissioner; and 
in the same Minute you declare your resolution to disobeys the Com- 
mands conveyed in the Dispatches^ and to retain the Civil Government^ 
to the exdusion of the First Commiasioner^ in your capacity as Bri- 
gadi^t 

As this is now reduced to a mere question of military power, it re- 
mains to be adjusted l^ the Commander of the Forces. In a Letter 
of the 2dd IVifl^, Whira inas detiMned to General Grinfield on my ar- 
rival at Barbadoes, and in subsequent conversation respe^ing the Dis- 
patdies from Lord Hobart^ I stated my isoiivtdi<Mi that yott iatendbd 
to disobey the King's Coannands, and, if poasihfe, to retail yow 
power in Trinida4. This he denied to be a aupposable case^ and im^ 
{lUted my suggeatioo to up&vottrable impressions of your ecHidiK^. 

I assured him, at all events, <^ my det^rmiaattm not la iovdve the 
peace and welfare of the Colony. 1 beg you, however, to be assured, 
that if it were a saere qvestion of "your personal insult ot resistance 
to me in the execution of my public duty, I should desire you to op- 
pose R>y landing on the Mde^ and in the event of your doing so, in 
person, I should draw my sword and rup you through the body, in 
the same manner as I would treat any person \Vho commits an overt 
n,&. of disobedience to the King* 

I feel myself, however^ bound in honour, in the first instance^ tQ 
verify the serious charges stated in my Minute of the igth of Afarch. 
On the other hand, in preference to all other considerations, you are 
still more solemnly called on^ to exculpate yourself from such imputa* 
tions by public trial. 

Under these impressions^ it is not my present intention to put the 
Military under your command to the necessity of disobeying your 

orders^ 
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orders, or of forfeiiing tneSf all^iance to the King, whfch reqxiires 
them to suppprt bis C^vll Govermnent. Any deviation in this respe<ft 
could not fail to prove disgraceful to the Army^ and injurious to the 
welfare and security of the Colony, 

I have the Honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

(Signed) W* Fullarton* 

A true copy.— Hugh Vint. 

To Brigadier^General PiSon. 



No. XLVI. 

Oeneral Orders^ respeSling the removal of Brigadier^General Pidlon^ 
and appointment of hrigadier^'Geiieral Maitland. 

, .Head-Quarters, ^arbadoes, June II, 1803. 

BEXGADiRRi-OiirBRAL Maitland ia to rdievQ Brigikdier^ 
in the command of the Troops in the Island of Trinidad. 

Brfpidier-GeMnl Maitbmd n to proeariii ta Xrioidad with as little 
del^ aa possible, and BrtgfKlier«<ireiierai Pi^Ofi, on his being relie^^ 
has the leave of the Commander of the Sorces to remain any time h^ 
thiiiks neoessary at Triaidad to settle his afFairSj and be may thet^ 
proceed to fiarbadoes, or to Europe, as \m pleaaes, sMctf^^ifi^ nis in- 
tentioii as soon as possiUe to the Oramuinder of tho Foreeb. 

(Signed) Geo. B. Morbbk, Licut-Cof^ 
Ditpifty AdfUaatoQeaeral. 

Alex. Pitman, Brig. Mi^.. 



No. XI^VIL 
Letter from Brigadier-General Maitland to Colonel Fultarton^ 

8IR» THnidud, June 14, 1803, on board the Nelly, Arm. Sch. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that in consequence of ordera 
frofl* TyufwaBant^Gencral Gtinfield^ I have come to Trinidad to relieve 

B.G.Fi6lon> 
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% G. Pidton^ jind that I am clire£tedr whaa I aswme tbtCo^mand^ 
to consider you as His Majesty^s First Commissioner* 

I have appointed io-morrow evening to a3sume th* Command of 
His Majesty's Troops here, when I shSl be ready to co-operate with 
you in whatever regards His Majesty's Service. 

I have the Honour to be, 

SlJti . 

Your most obedient humUe Servant, 

Frbd. Maitland, 
Brigadior-Gcneral. 
Colonel FvJlarttm^ ^c. fc?c. fffc. 



No. XLVin. 

Letter from Colonel Fullarton to Brigadter^General Maitland. 

Off ioard the Start ScbMner^ Part ofSpmn, 
SIR, June \5, 1803. 

I HATE received the honour of your communication by Major Pit- 
maOj informing me that in consequence of orders from Lieutenant- 
General Grinfield, vou have corte to Trinidad to relieve B. G. PiAon, 
and that you are dtreded to comsider me as His Majesty's Firrt Com- 
missioner. 

Your Letter of this morning also does me the honour to express 
yCMT wish to be informed, at what time I propose to land, that you 
may dire6l the Compliments to be paid to me as First Commissioner. 

It is impossible for me to think of going on shore, until I have fully 
explained to you the circumstances of insult and outrage which have 
been offered to His Majesty's Civil Government in this Island, by the 
Military Power under the orders of B. G. Pi6lon. On this subje<ft I 
shall take an early opportunity of addressing you, and have the honour 
to be, 

SIR, 

. Your faithful and obedient servant, 

(Signed) W. FuIxartok^ 
Brigadier^Gencral Maithmd, &r. (^c. &^. 
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. . No.XLIX. 

Letter from Colonel FuUarton to Brigadier-General Maitland. 

On board' the iStari Schooner, Jhne l6, 1803; 

In order that you may be acquainted with the insults and aggres- 
•ions which- the Military Power under B. G. Pi6ton has offered to Hxs 
Majesty*8 Civil Grovemment, to which I alluded in my Letter dated 
yesterday ; I trtosmit for your perusal by the bearer, Mr. Hill, Copies 
ef my iLetter of the 23d of May, to Lieutenant-General Grinfield, 
and of my Letter lo B. G-. Fi6ton, dated June 9, together with a Pro- 
elamation of the 27th of April, issued by the Junior Commissioners, 
and a Proclamation oh rty part now proposed to be issued. I also re- 

Suest your attention to the Letter from Gen. P4i9on to me of the 
th of June, and the Minute of Council', dated the 3d of June, as 
well as the Orders respe6ting Martial Lav\i, dated the 13th of May. 
' I must fairthep achl, that on my arrival in this Bay on the Oth of 
June, I understand that balf eartridges were issued to the Troops, that 
die guns were shotted, and that orders were given to fire upon me, if 
J attempted to land. The Officers and Men on duty at the Wharf 
were direiSled to* search- aH boats going ion' shore> insomuch, that 
they acSlually attempted to stop the Captain's Barge, of His Ma- 
jesty's ship Ulysses, under pretence that I might be concealed, and 
jE(oMig on shore in a clandestine manner. Although the Wharf or Sea 
Fort is a station entirely under the charge of the Civil Grovemmentr, 
yet the Gunner there was dkedled by the Military Commandant to 
load and fire on my approach. He declared he would fire at me ff 
ordered, because he must obey his Officer, but as he did not wish to 
hurt Colonel Fullarton, he would fire over bis head. Mrs. Fullarton 
and my family were constantly subje<5t to all the insults connedled with 
such proceedings ; and I understand that many of the Officers conceive 
that they are bound to obey their Commanding Officer, howe\'?r 
unlawful his order may be^ and that they must resist the Civil Govern-^ 
ment if so.dire(3ed. 

This will hardly appear strange to those who know, that in this 
Island for more than six years the Military, particularly the Black 
Troops, hwve always beeft employed t* carry into efied the duties 
of Alguazils, such as imprisonment of Europeans and other punish- 
ments and Executions, many of which took place without trial, and in 
violation of law. Of course, the xlodlrine seems generally and dan* 
gerously established among the. Military in TrinWad, that nothijng 
CM be too atrocious for a soldier to perform, if ordered by his Officer. 
* KitowiDg thelong habHscof iSficftlicy land frientbhip in which you* 
'•'- have 
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have lived with B. G. Pidton, it gives me great uneasiness to be under 
the necessity of communicating such proceedings to you ; but I am 
confident, that after what has happened, you will do me the justice to 
admit, that my duty to the King, ^nd tbe safety of the Colony, inquire 
this explanation. 

The influence of such counteradions and disunion between the 

^Civil and Military Services, must at all times prove injurious, but in an 

infant Colony could not fail to destroy all proapeA of improvement, 

and in the event of hostilities, would occasion the loss or ruin of the 

Island. 

These consequences must be perfe<Slly obvious to an Officer of your 
abilities and experience. The duty or every Officer and Soldier to 
support His Majesty's Civil Government^ and to obey the lawful re- 
quisitions of the Civil Power, I presume, are not disputed by any one 
who knows the princrples on which the King's Military Forces are es- 
tablished* The converse of the proposition would involve the parties 
in direct rebellion to the King's Authority. 

If the Head of His Majesty's Civil Government may with impunity be 
insulted, expelled, resisted, deposed, arrested, fired at, and put to death 
by any Officer and Soldier serving under a CcMnmander who may choose 
to issue such orders^ the Civil rower must be considered as a mere 
shadow, and an empty name, depending solely on the will, pleasure, 
and forbearance of tne person in whos^ hands the Military Force 
may Ibe intrusted. 

Fortunately, however, all the endeavours to destroy re$pc6l for Civil 
Government in this place, and the numerous orders to the Soldiers to 
insult or violate the Civil Pow^r* have not hitherto been sufficient to 
excite any species of commotion among any class or description of 
which the population is composed. I most earnestly hope and trust 
that in future the relative duties of the Civil and Military Authorities 
will be so understood, so specified, and so executed, as to tulfil His Ma^ 
jesty's Commands and gracious intentions for the security and welfare 
of the Colony. 

It will ^ve me great satisfaiSiion to learn, that my mode of viewii^ 
these subjects meets your approbation* I propose landing from His 
Majesty's Ship Ulysses, to-morrow morning at nine o'clock. 
I have the Honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your faithful and obedient aenrant, 

(Signed) W. Fullartox, 
Brigadier^General MaiUand^ i^c. i^c. &r» 

I have not received any official intimation of B, p, PiiSlonjp ^- 
parture^ although I learn by pubKc ipeport^ that he embarked late on 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



the night of the 14th, on board the Sdiooner Nelly, which brought 
yott from Barbadoes, and that he sailed immediately for that Island. 



No. L. 

A Proclamatian by Their Excellencies Brigadier-General Thomas 
Pidlon and Commodore Samuel Hood, SRs Mqjesty*s Commissioners 
for executing the Office of Governor of Trinidad, &c. 

TrimUM. 

Whereas it now appears that Colonel William FuUarton, His Ma- 
jesty's First Commissioner for this Government, hath withdrawn him- 
self therefrom, and from the duties thereof, without His Majesty's 
leave, and without permission from us, or afty consultation with His 
Majesty's Council of this Island : We do, therefore, by and with the 
advice of His Majesty's said Council, hereby proclaim and declare, 
that we consider and deem the said William Fullarton no longer offi- 
ciating as one of His Majesty's Commissioners in the Government of 
this Island ; and we require all persons. Civil and Military, to govern 
themselves accordingly. 

Given under our Hands and Seals, at the Council-Chamber, at Port 
d'Espana, this twenty- seventh day of April, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and three, and in the wrty-third year of 
His Majesty's Reign. 

Thomas Pictok. 
* SamvblHood* 
By Command of Their Excellencies, 
Joseph M. Woodyear, Sec. 



No. U. 

A Proclamation hy William Fullarton, His Majesty^ s First Commis- 
sioner for executing the Office of Governor in Trinidad. 

Trinidad, June l6, 1803. 

Whereas, on the 27th of April, a Proclamation was issued, signed 
Thomas Pidlon, Samuel Hood, stating, that the First Commissioner 
for this Grovemment had withdrawn himself therefrom, and from the 
duties thereof, without His Majesty's leave, and without permission 
from the said Thomas Pi6lon and Samuel Hood, or any consultation 
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with Mis Majesty^fl Council of this Island i Thbfefort, hj And with 
the advice of Hie Migesty's said Council^ prbdaimtiag and declaring, 

in the name of the Junior Commissioners, that they considered the 
said William Fullarton no longer f>ffieiatinff as one of His Majesty's 
Commissioners in the Government of this Island, and requiring all 
persons, Civil and Military, to govern themselves accordingly. 

Now^ His Majesty's loyal subjefts are hereby informed, that the 
said Proclamation Dt the 27th of April, contains a dtfseA \Aolaticm of 
the King's Authority, and tends to excite the Inhabitants of this 
Island to disobedience and insuiYe6tion ; that the First Commissioner 
never did withdraw from his duty, nor a<Sl without the King's leave ; 
on the contrary, he proceeded on a Survey, and other matters neces- 
sary to enable him to fulfil the objeAs spaoified.by HisJV^jesty's Com- 
mands. On the Ifltb of March he stated to the Junior Cotnmissioaers-^ 
in writing, the public obje<Sls which woiUd require hb temporary ab- 
lience from Port of Spain ; and on the 24th of March, h^ laid thcr 
communication in question before His Majesty's Council^ who never 
intimated to him any objection on this 6ubje<5l. 

It is further notified^ that a Dispatch, dated the 23d of April, ha^ 
been received from the Right; Honoumble Lord Hobart, His Majesty V 
principal Secretary of Stpte for the Colonial Department, intimating 
that B. G. Pidlon, having applied to be relieved from the duties of a 
C^nnmissioner^ His Majesty had been graciously pleased to acquiesce 
in bi6 request. 

And with a view of providing^ as much as possible, against any 
misconception of the powers of the respedive Commissioners, his 
Lordship had His Majesty's Commands to signify to them, that it was 
his Pleasure, that the Command of the Militia should be held solely by 
Mr. Fullarton, in like manner as it is held by the several Gkivemora 
in the West Indies ; and that, as First Commissioner, Mr. Fullarton 
should represent the Executive Government in the intervals between 
the Meetings of the Commissioners in Council, but subject to the 
controul of the Majority, and making the opinions of such Majority, 
dtily recorded upon the Minutes of Council, the rule of his conducft. 
All orders that might be issued in the intervals between the Meetings 
of Council, apd for the promulgation of which the Public Secretary 
might not already have recpiv<^d ii»strii6iiQQs, were to proceed fronv 
the First Commissioner, and miist be respedled in the same manner 
as if they proceeded from the Board of Commissioners, until they 
should be revoked by their authority. And if it should at any time 
happen that the Military Commissioner should be absent from the 
Island, and that no other General Officer should at the time be em7 
ployed upon the Staff of the Island, whenever sudh a case might oc- 
cur^ it was His Majesty's Pleasure^ that the Military Command should 
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dolve on the First Commisskmer) in like manner ad it hath been 
provided for in all Hia Majesty's (Governments in the West Indies* 

The Ph-at Commissioner need hardly enjoin the dutiful and loyal 
suhg^a of Trinidad, Civil and Military, to give due obedience to these 
Orders of His Majesty. 

William Pullahton. 
GOD SAVB THE KINO. 



No. LII. 

Tha Address to Colonel Pollartpn. 

To His Excellency Colonel FuUarton, his Majesty's First Commissioner 
for executing the Office of Governor in Trinidadr 

MAY If PLEASE YOUR EXCELLRKliY, 

We, the undersigned Merchants^ Plaatenr, and others. Inhabitants 
of Trinidad, beg leave to assure your Exeellency of our unfeigned 
esteem, aflfecftion and confidence. 

We fee!, in the highest degree, sensible o( the paternal solicitude of 
our Gracious Sovereign, in appointing an First Commissidner for this 
Island, a man whose talents, integrity, and tionour have been so often 
and highly tried and approved ; and lament exceedingly that, we have 
so long been deprived of your Excellency's presence amongst us, by 
an opposition as extraordinary and unexpected, as we conceive it to 
be unjust, vmexampled, and improper. We assert to yom* Excellency 
our ^disapprobation of the Proclamation dated ** Trinidad, April 2/,*' 
as repugnant to justice, and inimical to the peace and welfare of the 
Colony ; and of the Resolution of B. G. Pidlon and His Majesty's 
Council, of the 6th of June, as a direA violation of His Majesty's 
Commands, communicated by Lord Hobart's Letter of April 23; 

We beg to express to your Excellency our full convidlion, that your 
Excellency is in every respe6l worthy of the high trust reposed in 

Jrou by His Majesty, and our confident hope of soon seeing the Co- 
ony flourish under your wise, prudent, and conciliatmg measures, as 
sole Grovernor, and in the administration of the equitable and admi^ 
rable system of British Jurisprudence. 

We feel it our duty to declare our admiration of the prudent and 
wise measures of your Excellency, in pursuing, at the moment . you 
chose for thai purpose, those obje^ of His Majesty's Commission 
which cottld effe6\uaUy be carried on at a distance from Port of Spain, 
and assure your Excellency of our belief, that this condu6l contri- 
buted most certainly and efficiently to the tranquillity which this Co- 
lony has continued to enjoy. 

a a We. 
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We have the most perfeA convicSlion that your Excellency's Ga- 
yernment in Trinidad will afford comfort and conciliation to all around 
^ou, and that your well known di^)osition will speedily heal all dif- 
ferences which may, unhappily, have appeared amongst us ; and beg 
to assure your Excellency, that you will receive every support and as- 
sistance, which may become Loyal British Subjedls, from the under- 
signed, who are happy in this opportunity of declaring, in this plaia 
manner our warm regard arid esteem lor your Excellency's cha- 
radler and person. 



James Rigby 
A. C. Crookshank 
N. Lynch 
J. Montgomerie 
Thomas Paull 
W. Brown 
Thomas Smith 
G. FitzwiHiam 
Philip Camm 
W. Patterson 
A. Watherston 
Jasper Lyon , 
John WiJson 
George Dickson 
William Dickson 
James Fisher 
John Foulk 
Robert Bryce 

George Barclay 
WiUiam Ball 

David Park 
Thomas Kenny 
James Perry 

John Cririe 

W. Findlay 
W. Redhead 

Thomas Balleny 

James Graham 

Hcdor Aitkin 

Alexander Badenack 

R. Clarkson 

Stephen Judkin 

Robert Burns 

W. M*Kenzie, jun. 

John Timbreli 

W.Carr 

F. M'Namara 

W.Belk 

Joseph TimbreH 

John Sewell 

E. W. Bradshaw 

J. S. Rutherford, Planter 

W.M'Kay 

R. B. Walker 

W. M. Brown 



Richard King 
A. Symons 
M. R. Embleton 
W. Gray 
W. Lorimcr 
W. Patterson 
Frederick Brown 
Andrew Wilson 
Robert Cook 
John Williams 
W. Broadfoot 
Henry Warthon • ' 
Alexander Mitchell 
George Potter 
Alexander M'Intosh 
Waker Sl John 
W. Caldwell 
Anthony Moor^ 
John M'lntosh 
Constantine Egan 
John Gauntlett 
R. H. Smith 
James Rose 
John Findlay 

Maxwell Thompson 

John Mackay 

Robert Gibson 

J* S. Griffith 

Samuel Jones 

W. Greendy 

Jacob Davis 

John Rees 

Thomas Davis 

George Munro 

Charles Chapman 

William Hanna 

Richard Kennedy 

W. J. Roberts 

W. Wane 

A. Campbell 

James Hargrove 

W. Sullivan 

A. M'Auley 

Simon Watt 

Robert Douglas^ 



Chev. d'Amaramc 
A. Savini 
Charles D. Libut 
Rnby Flyn 
Joseph Rivers 
David T. Rivers 
John Horan 
Joseph Tait, sen. 
Joseph Taitt, jui>, 
John Farquharson 
Joseph Simpson 
Lawrence Smith 
Edward Carney 
Frederick T. Lynch 
Jeffry Lynch ' 
John Sanderson 
James Taylor 
Butel St. ViUe 
J. B. Luez Bcaupre 
John Pierre Saulger 
W. B. M'Namara 
W. H. Scott 
John A. Savery 
Isaac Dickson 
William Prodor 
Marc Franaechi 
Edward Johnson 
Antoine Gardie 

Thomas G. Tyler 

Simeon Gardie 

David Sutherland: 

J. V. Indave 

J. P. Mendez 

John Diggan 

Pable Glaseppi 

J.F.Williams * 

George Allan 

C. S. Middleton 

Lachlan M'Bean 

J&mes Adrien 

R. Washington 

Colin Adam 

F. A. Cipriani 

Nicholas West 

W.SewoU 

J. T. Proby 
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iT.Probr 
G. Doncaster 
Garry and Reach 
J. Campbell 
Thomas Stodm 
W. Patton 
John Monro 
Peter Morrison 
R. J. Stephent^ 
W, Kelly 
Thomas Warwick 
W* Jackson 
E. Platte 
P. H. Leonard 
J. Monereaa 
Alexander Burn 
William Rose 
Joseph Trueman 
William Perry 
T. T. Pasea 
Thomas Higham 
John Shaw 
John M'Crobic" 
Thomas Edwards 
J. Thomson 
Abram Dickson 
John Foaley 
Samuel Morris 
James Shennaa 
Anthony Gilkes 
Ephraim Painter 
R Skirrow 



W. Smith 
James Bourke 
J. Stewart 
Dayid M'Cowiir 
W, Walker 
Patrick Casey 
James Jack 
M'Comie 
James Andersoa 
Daniel M'lotyrc 
James Harvey 
W. Benning 
John Allason 
William Stephens 
Edward Rivers 
Edward P. Wolfe 
Randle M'Donneg^ 
Thomas Gibbons 
J*, W. Martindale 
P. Dougnane 
Renusson 
Lordat 

Jjc Chev. d'Audat 
William Boid 
Luc Mazeley 
Rene Pccheco 
W. Kewley 
Ellar MKelfar 
Thomas Brett 
Jean Bonevit 
Thomas Roberts 
Logan Mitchell 



Joseph Mayan 
Antonio Mendez 
Thomas Pickford 
£. GonoUy 
Henry Lc^thom 
George Redford 
David Davies 
Richard Davies 
James Davies 
John Thatcher 
William Tolmie 
Thomas Edgar 
R. Townsend 
Stephen Chamby 
J. Rutherford, Surv. Gen- 
John Smith 
John Mathison 
Louis Crombet 
John Hallinan 
Robert Hutchinson 
Janies Johnston 
€reorge Schevig 
James Wbittaker 
James Cieghorn 
Arthur Robertson 
Simon Glayas 
John Banks 
John Smith 
John H. Jacobs 
D. A- Alcala 



No. Lin. 

Colonel Fullarton's Answer to the Address^ 



GENTLEMEN* 



fort of Spain, July 12, 1808. 



It is impossible for me to express how much I am gratified by the 
testimony of confidence and approbation conveyed in the Address 
with which you have honoured mc 

At any period, I should have^ felt my public conduct highly distin- 
guished by such a declaration, from so respectable a body of men, in^ 
eluding nearly all the Inhabitants engaged in Mercantile Concerns, and 
so many others possessing extensive property, and deeply interested 
in the welfare ot this Colony. 

At the present moment, however, additional vahie is attached to the 
unsolicited expressions of your sentiments; from the transactions 
which have occurred since my first arrival in Trinidad^ and from gross 

mis^ 
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Tjiis-statements, contrived for the purpose of repelling aficusations of 
antecedent delinquency, by new aggressions, and every species of 
aspersion. 

As the proceedings to which your Address alludes, as well as manjr 
other transadlions, must unavoidably become the subjedt of public 
discussion ; I shall only at present express my satisfadlion, that you. 
Gentlemen, who are so well aoquainted with the local circunistances 
of this Island, have declared your unqualified approbation of the prin- 
ciples on which I adted, and of the moderation and conciliatory tem- 
per from which I have never deviated. 

I have had the good fortune to experience very gaieral and effi- 
cient support, in my endeavours, by gradual and progressive means, 
to accelerate the growing spirit of cultivation and improvement. 

I shall ever feel with exultation, that 4uring the short period in 
which I have a<5led in the Government of this Island, it has fiE^Ien to 
my lot to vindicate the English Name and Character from injurious 
imputations, and to relieve the Inhabitants from a system of illegal vio- 
lence and oppression, diredlly contrary to the mild, wise, and liberal 
policy, enjoined by the Instru6lions of His Majesty's Ministers, and 
the established principles of British Jurisprudence. 

I have the Honour to be. 

With the greatest respcfl and estimation, 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your most faithftil and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. Fullarton. 

To the Honourable Colonel Rigbyy and the Gentlemen 
who accompanied him with the Address. 



No. liV. 

Address of the People of Colour, British. 

June 17, l%93. 

To His Exellency Colonel William Fullarton, Hi<? Majesty's First 
Commissioner for executing the Office of Governor of the Island 
of Trinidad. 

We, His Majesty *8 Loyal British Snbje<fts, the People of Colour of 
Trinidad, penetrated with sentiments of respetft and veneration, beg 

leave 
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leave to approach your Excellency, with our siilcerest congratulations 
on the return of your Excellency to your Government. 

We humbly beg leave to join our thanks and admiration (with the 
other British Inhabitants) of the wtidoin, prudence, and moderation^ 
which governed your Excellency's conduid, on an occasion the most 
alarming to all Loyal Subjects ; who deeply lamented the difficulties 
your Excellency had to encounter, in fulfilling the gracious will of 
our bdoved Sovereign. 

We, as well as the greatest park of Ifis Majesty's Natoral and Loyid 
Subjects, have regretted omoh, the indignities offered to your Excel- 
lency, but feel the greatest satisfSeuSlion that they have served to cast t 
greater lustre on your Ekoellency's cbaradsr. 

To the most benevolent of Sovereigns, he who sways the British 
Sceptre, the warmest Thanks are due, not only for the wise choice he 
has made of your Excettency, but for making all British Subje<5ia 
think and feel that they live in a British Colony, and have a British 
Governor. 



Lc>vis V. Lc Blanc 
James Douglas 
George Porter Frye 
Charles Grant 
Thomas Claxton 
George Gleony 
John HarrisoQ 
William Dyer 
Andrew Hamilton 
Peter Amey 
T. BUndin 
Bichard Harper 
Abraham Amey 
Joseph Amey 
Stephen Nihell 
John Cookv 
James Stilling 
A. Uavene 
Richard Wilston 
James Stewart 
Win, Mardenhrough 
David Cuvige 
John Baptist Valmore 
Bcnedia W. Cuvige 
Charles Nibbes 
S. O. Taylor 
James Browne 
John Dyer 
Joseph A. Kanditt 
William Coakly 
Abraham Alvaras 
George Rutherford 
Charles Nathan 



M. Parkerson 
A. C. JacksoQ 
J. Jofaoson 

A. Audain 
Henry Krogman 
William Armorest 
John Birkmyre 
Richard Blacmaa 
Charles Farrell, sen. 
Charles Farrell, inn. 
Wm. Clark 

Wm. M'Millan 
Wm. Corbett 

B. Huggins 

Peter Martinborougb 
J. Foihe 
W. Foihe 
Charles Champion 
J. O. Brown 

C. Dwyer 
J. Thibou 

J. Wealberal 

W. Dclaney 

B. Dwyer 

W. Hurbert 
M. Hazcll 
J. Morson 
T. Kerrett 
T. Brankcff 
S. H. Jesup 
J. Thomas 
T. C. Arrenstelh 
T. Phipps 



J. Hamilton 
J. Steel 
C. Bertie 
J. Browne 
J. Bruce 
M. Boucaut 
William L^och 
Ebenezer Todd 
John Munro 
John Macke 
Thomas ColHn^ 
Andrew Smith 
Simon M'Kenzie 
Peter Dumaine 
Richard Rilon 
John Williams 
John Potteus 
Joseph Ma}'crs 
Wm. Huggins 
R. M'Shaine 
Thomas M'Shaine 
James Allers 
John Allers 
Joseph Wickham* 
Henry O'Brien 
Benjamin Warner 
John Morgan 
George Gay 
Wm. Scaggin 
Andrew Kavene 
B. DeJevaugh 



Completed June 20^ 1803. 
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No. LV- 

Jtnswer to the Address presented to Colonel Fullarton by the British 

People of Colour. 

GENTLEMEN^ 

The Address with which you have honoured roe, has conveyed to 
my mind the most sincere satisfaflion. 

- From what I have personally experienced during my residence in 
this Island, I am well assured that the sentim^fits of Toyalty it contains, 
will ever be zealously supported l^ your adherence to the Oath of Alle- 
giance; voluntarily taken to our Gracious Sovereign, which binds you 
to the stri<5te6t obedience to the Laws, and in return, secures to 
you, under every faithful Representative of the King, that prote<StioQ 
and those blessings which by our happy Constitution, it is the chief 
glory of a British Monarch to bestow. 

Accept, Gentlemen, my best thanks, for the favourable senti- 
ments you express of my condu6l, in the different circumstances 
which have occurred to obstru6t my efforts for promoting the welfare 
and happiness of all the classes which compose this valuable Colony. 
It has been my earneist wish and endeavour to introduce the princi- 
ples of conciliation, and to afford inviolable security to the property 
and person of every individual. On the other hand, it gives me the 
utmost sati8fa<9ion to bear this public testimony, that in no instance 
have I ever found either the White or Coloured Population of Trini- 
dad inclined to deviate from due order and subordination. 

I feel highly gratified by the confidence you are pleased to express, 
that in fulfilling the trust reposed in me, all the Inhabitants of Trinidad 
will experience the blessings of a British Grovernment. Were not this 
my first objedl, \ should but ill discharge my duty to the King, and ne- 

gle<Sl the wise and liberal instrudlions by which His Majesty's Ministers 
oped to ensure the prosperity and improvement of the Settlement. . 
Be assured of my cordial wishes for your happiness, and my 
firm reliance, that, by a continuance of your present loyal and obedient 
condu6l, you will ever rank amongst the most valuable and respedl- 
able subjeiSts belonging to the British Dominions. 

I have the Honour to be, 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your faithful and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. Fullabton. 
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No.LVI. 

. DeclaratioHr from Messrs. Black, Begorrat, Langix>n and Gloster. 

. • His Majesty's Board of Council hath received the summons of 
Mr. FuUerton to meet hiai^ at his houscy this day at twelve o'clock. 
The Minutes of the Council for some months past, and attention to a 
Declaration published on the l6th oT this present month by Mr. Ful- 
larton, will readily account for the surprize felt at such notification ; 
and, as it is resolved that proper firmness and consistency shall mark 
the Council's public duty, it declines such Meeting. 

The Council will^ however, in justice to its own chara6ler, offer 
some observations which arise upon these extraordinary occurrences : 
a consciousness of aiding right, and for the security and tranqoillity of 
this valuable Colony, its Members feel indindually ; but, as a Public 
Body, the Public Voice may call for, and expe6l, at this period, some 
^explanations. 

Uecurrence to all the Council Minutes is unnecessary ; they speak 
for themselves ; they are for the e3'e of the King and his Ministers ; 
and they may, in some respedi^ from events, be judged of by this 
Community and the world at large. Upon those Minutes, in the 
aggregate, the Council is willing to rest the Question, of the proper or 
hnproper discharge of its Public Duties ; and the underagned Mem- 
bers ratify and approve in the strongest manner, all that appears on 
ike &ce of those Minutes, and particularly in the expediency and 
necessity of the Pfoclamafion of the 27h of April. 

Mr. Fullarton, in his late Publication, bath unequivocally declared 
auch Prodamation, ^' a direct violation of the King's Authority, and 
tends to excite insurrection and disobedience." In fad, charging his 
Excellency Thomas Pidoto^ a Brigadier*6eneral of the King's Land 
Forces, who, for above six yeara had laboured to maintain good order 
in Trifiidad ; and who, beyond the hopes of the most sanguine had 
Moeeeded ; and his Excettem^ Samuel Hood, Esq. a Commodore in 
the Service, and one of the brightest in the constellation of Naval 
Heroes, with misprision of IVeason. His Majesty's Council having 
approved sudi fideasure, is consequently equally inculpated, and it 
teels itself particularly proud to have such associates^ even in what is 
charged by Mr. FaUarton as a heinous crime. 

It will be necessary for His Majesty's Council further to state, what 
led to this Proclamation, and to set the motives for issuing that State 
Paper, in a proper light ; it may vary with Mr. Fullarton's Statement 
of Fails, and which is to be lamented. 

On the 24th of March, Mr. Fullarton stated to His Majesty's 
CounciF, that he thought it incumbent to prepare his Report^ and to 

« view 
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^Vew m person different positions on the Island, and that those (i^ties^ 
would prevent him from a regular attendance at the Meetings of the- 
Council ; but, at the same time, he would attend to the current Pro- 
Gceitings of the Board, and would be ready to express his sentiments 
on every material occasion, and bring forward every essential sug- 
gestion. This was the only Communication to the Council on this 
head, and it is ignorant* of any Communication of the 12th ofMareK 
to the Junior Commissioners ; but it presumes to think, that if any 
such Communication had been made, it would have been laid before 
the Board by the Junior Commissioners, when the question of the 
abandonment of the Government by Mr. FuUarton^ was temperately^ 
discussed. 

Mr. Fullarton took bis departure from Port D'Espagne on the 
Ist of April ; and although report was strong, that he had imme^ 
diately sailed out of the Bocas, and abandoned the Government, His 
Majesty's CQuncil discredited the report, as not being consonant to 
the written professions of the King's then First Commissioner and 
Kepresentative, and who never had conveyed to the Council any design 
to quit the Ishnd, and with patience, beeoming* the dignity of their 
stations, waited farther Communications. 

Twenty-six days after, it was verified to the Commissioners and 
Council, beyond the possibility of refusing oonvi6Hon, that Mr. Fuli 
iarton had, in the Schooner Start, left the Gulf of Earia on.tbe 1st of 
April, riepaired to Union Island, one of the Grenadines, to. put a P&s^ 
senger and Dispatches on board the ship Limlair, Captain Cookj 
bound to London, and from thence had sailed, in the same Schooner. 
Start, to St. Vincent, Martinico, and Dorfiinica, and back again to 
8r. Vincent. 

Theso^ fa6ls being ascertaiired, His Majesty's Comicil iras convened 
by the afiing Commissioners present, to assist with their advice upon 
this very new and unexpedied event ; and, after the mcturest delibera-* 
tion, the result was, the Proclamation, oif the- 27th of Aprii, which^ 
being ordered to be-putrupon the Council Minutes by. the two Com^ 
narissioners and Council, .was afterwards duly promulgated : — ra measiui^y . 
in the opinion of His Majesty's Council, absolutely necessary to se- 
cure the peace of the Country, then greatly, disturbed by Mr. Fnllar^ 
ton's, charges against his Colleague B. G. riOon; and particolariy,' as . 
bis Excellency .Commodore Hood was on the* point of .a^soming his 
Naval duties, in consequence of the rumours of War, and niight 4fipt 
return. It may be. called an extraordinary proceeding, cr a novel one, , 
but the sacred delegation of PpUic Trust often demands^^ a remedy 
commensurate to the. cnL 

• ^'TheMembera of -the Trinidad Council who mi^ke tbh'astectioD, wem preseoton 
the 24tb of March, when Colonel Fullarton laid before tbcra the CommiU|ipitiQD yrbkk 
h^d been made to the Junior ConHnisstopers on the 'I2th of March. 

The. 
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The Members of His Majesty's Council, under tfiese impression*^ 
and consistent with the respe<Sl they feel for the Representatives of 
His Majesty, who issued. that State Paper, with that duty they owe 
to the Public of Trinidad, and to themselves, cannot therefore form a 
Board of Council, until His Majesty's Gracious Pleasure be signified 
respecting all the differences and events, colledively considered, that 
have occurred in the Colony since it has been under the Government 
of his Commission. 



Port iCEspagne, Trinidad, 20th day of June, 1803. 



John Black, 
St. Hilaire Begorbat, 
Philip Langton, 
Archibald Gloster. 



No. LVIJ. 
Motion for Suspension of Attorney -^General^ June 23, 1803. 

That until the pleasure of His M^^esty's Ministers be known^ 
Archibald Gloster, Esq. shall be suspended f -om the Office of Attor- 
ney-General, and from all other Public Employments vvhicli he holds 
in*this Island, for the following, among other reasons : 

1st, For having advised and concurred in the illegal imprisonment 
of Mr. De Castro, Regidor, and Keeper of the Archives, on the 28th of 
March last ; thereby violating his duty as a Member of Council, and 
as a Crown Lawyer. 

2dly, For having advised the illegal imprisonment of Dr. Joseph 
.Timbrell, Surgeon of the Royal Artillery, because he refused to an- 
swer questions to B. G. Picfton and Commodore Hood, respedting thfc 
.executiqr\ of Hugh Gallagher, a Soldier in the Royal Artillery, who 
,^as hangqd without any trial. 

3dly, For having advised the illegal dismissal of Mr. Juan Montez, 
without any reason being, assijgned, from the Office of Deputy Provost- 
Marshal, and Deputy Algua^ Mayor, which he held by the appoint^ 
rment^ and under the responsibility of George Augustus Adderley, Esq. ; 
.thereby exposing Mr. Adderley, and the Public, to great loss and 
^inconvenience. i 

4thly, For having prepared and advised tlie issuing of tlie illegal 
Proclamation of the 27th of April last. 

y 5thly9 ^or Jiaving concurred in t^ie Minutes of Council^ dated 3d of 
June ; thereby <coHimtl;ting. an juSt.of dineA resistance to the KiAgVt 
-' ' a 2 ' Authority, 
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Authority, and vtoii^iig tSie Laws, Which, at a Member of Council 
and ae Attomey-Generaf, he is bound to onderstand and to obey. 
' Copy of these reasons to be tranracntted to Archibald OIo«(«i« 

Esq.* 



No. LVIII. 

Regulations for Port St. Joseph^ $. 

All vessels entering this Port, intendiug to remain more thatk 
twenty-four hours, are ta moor as follows : one anchor to the N. £'•. 
and one to S. W. to rig in their jib, main or mizen booms close, so as. 
not to obstru6t small vessek from working among them, under penalty 
of one dollar per day fine, for every day they shall remain without 
being moored, or booms in. 

As great damage has arisen to flatts and boats landing cargoes^ from 
bricks^ stones, boilers, miHis, timber, posts, &c. which have beea 
thrown below high-water mark, as likewise to the great obstrudion 
of rafts of lumber landing in front of the Lumber Yards : Notice is 
•hereby given, that, should any of the aforesaid articles, or any others^ 
be thrown below high-water mark, and remain twenty-four hours 
after written notice being given by the Harbour -Master to remove the 
same, the whole to become forfeited, and sold for the benefit of the 
Marine Hospital. 

No stones or dirt of any kind, that can obstru<ft or damage eables, is. 
to be thrown overboard in the Harbour, but kmded at a place the 
Harbour-Master shall appoint, under penalty of one hund-ed dollars find 

No pitch or tar is to he boiled on board any vessel in the Harbour, 
but in bojrts alongside or moored at the anchor-buoys, under penalty. 
of out hundred dollars. 

That no hulks are to be brought in front of the Tbwn^ to westward; 
of the Wharf, but removed as high as possible the tide will suffer them 
above the Wharf, at a good distance from the Town : should^ any 
remain after one week's written notice being given the Owners by the 
Harbour-Master, the same will become forfeited and sold. 

No Spanish launches or small droghers are to remain below the- 
Wh&rf longer than shall be sufficient to discharge their cargoes or 
Joad» the space between the hulks and Wharf being appropriate fof 
tbem. 

• lo addidoo to these reasons, Mr. Glostcr** siispenAjn became a matten of nsotnAtf, 
M acGoimt of Uft refusal to perfonn his public dlEittet, a a Member of Coanail. 

No 
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Ko boats are to make fast to the slip at the end of die Wharf on 
any pretence, the whole slip being reserved for the convenience of 
landing only. Boats trespassing will be taken in custody^ and pay 
one dollar fine each time. 

Masters of vessels are notified, that they subje<St themselves to a 
heavy fine by employing Negroes on board without their having a 
passport from their masters. 

Masters of vessels bringing Foreigners or Coloured People to the 
Oxintry, must immediately report the same to the Haibour-Master 
before they land, under penalty of one hundred dollars for each persoa 
ibey land without being reported. 

Oh an alarm of three guns fired from the Sea Fort, all vessels not 
commissioned nor armed, will send- their boats and two-thirds of their 
crews, with an Ofiker, to the King's Wharf; those armed, such mea 
as can be spared, the whole to put themselves under the Officer com*-, 
laanding the Sea FenciWes, to be employed either in Forts or gun^boats* 

Every vessel employed as a drogher round this Island, shall be disr 
.tinguished by a particular signal, which they shall hoist on eatering 
and leaving this Port (whieh signal shall be entered in a book at the 
Harbour^Master*s Office), u;iKier penalty of fpur dollars each offence. 

If remaining more than forty*eight hours, they shall rig \i\ their 
main and jib boqm^,^ under penalty of oi^e dollar per day for. qach d^ 
they remain after that period^ and subjedt U> all damages which may 
arise in consequence of their neglecSl. 

Masters of droghers shall eadi three* mpnths give in tlie i^unes of 
the crews they ein^oy on board their vessels to the H^bour-pMasteri 
who shall keep a list for that purpose, that on an alarm being fired^ 
they, may haul their vessels clpse up to the shore above the King's^ 
Wharf, ai>d the whole crews put themad.vea under the Officer com- 
manding Sea«fencibles,. to be employ^, where occasion -may call, . 

AH plantatbn-boats, or vesfBela not coming under. thCid^cription oi 
droghers,^ to haTe the name of the estate painted ofy the outside tlte 
stem. 

One-half of the above fines to be paid to the informer, apd the other 
llalf to .the^ Treasurer of ihe Fire-Compiuiy, for Pubjic Service* 

All diaputes velativ^ to the. ffiifeffmg Articlea^ are to be referred la 
the Harbour-Mteter. 

J#HmJacom>. 

Bm:I tf i^ahi^ July itOOu Hartoor Mtater. 



No.LIX. 
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LIX. 



InstmBions fof Commandants -of Quartern. 

Article I. — All Commandants of Quarters are hereby called upon to 
pay particular attention to the Regulations to serve for their instrac* 
tion, published the 20th August, 1800. They aredireiled to see that 
the Article 8th, pa^e 21, of these Regulations, be shridlly observed, 
and that no beating of drums among Negroes be suffered onaily ac- 
count whateh^er, af^r nine oVlbckMn tlie evening. 

Art. II.*— The Commandants ^rt charged to be very watchful them- 
selves, as well as to direct all Proprietors or Managers of Estates to be 
particularly Careful that no strange person be permitted to be among 
the Negroes of their gangs, without their being informe«l who they are, 
and ftilly satisfied of their having no impmper motive for being there. 
; Art. III. — If any person or persons <^ auspicious characters, and. 
^rticularly such as have been sent from this Island, or any of the 
neighbouring Islands, on account of their bad condu^ or princi-> 
pies, introduce themselves into their quarters, they are to be imme- 
diately taken up, arid sent to Government under a proper escort.-^ 
See Article 15th, page45of the Instru6lions. 

Art. IV. — All persons who shall be called upon by Commandants 
of Quatters, to assist in arresting slich person, or on any. other objeii 
of Public Service, shall be bound to obey, under t^e penalty of being 
considered a public enemy, and treated accordingly .•--See Article Qth, 
page 6 1 , Regulations. 

Art. V. — ^The Commandantr of Quarters are to pay particular atten- 
tion that no cdlle<5tion of arms,- or othfer military stores wbatev^er (ex-* 
•cpt such as are allowed agreeable to the Regulations), be made in 
their quarter, under any pretext whatever, except by the express per- 
mission of Government. — ^^See Articles Qth, 10th, and 11th, page 43; 
Regulations. 

Art. VI.-^The Commandants of Quarters will make known in their 
respedive distriAs^ that- all ^raofts^ o# whhtdMer sex, class, or c0l\di- 
tion, who shall be convidted of having received and distributed, dilredly 
or indire6lly, or of having received and concealed from the knowledge 
of Grovernment, any paper, printed, or in manuacript, tending to dis- 
turb the Public Peace, or to raise false alarms and apprehensions in 
the country, shall be looked upon as Traitors, and treated accordingly: 
and in order to encourage those who may have any knowledge of any* 
plot, or seditious paper, calculated to create disorders in the Colony, 
to inform the Government thereof, the Commandants of Quarters are 
authorized, on the part of Governments Xo offer a Reward of One 
'I Hundred 



Digitized by 



Google 



la* 

Hundred Joes, to any person who shall give such information as will . 
convift him or her of the crime above specified. 

Art. VII.— The Commandants of Quarters are charged to arrest all 
strangers whatever who come into their Quarters without a. certificate 
from the Commandant of the Quarter from whence they come, of 
fheir motives for leaving their Quarters, and also stating whether they 
have taken the Oaths of Allegiance. 

Art. VIII. — The Commandants of the Quarters on the sea-coast, 
wiH cause to be detained all canoes, pirogues, or other vessels, which 
shall approach their- coast, the commanders of which, cannot give a 
proper account of* themselves, and shall cause them to be taken to 
Port of Spain, and the commanders to be sent to the Government, un-» 
der a proper guard.-- See Article 1 6th page, 46th Regulations. 

Art. IX. — All Ciqitains of vessels ^re stritSlly forbid to land any per-r 
son whatever in any of th6»oot-bays, or any other part of the island: 
If any such persons should be so landed^ the Commandant of the 
Quarter will immediately take them up and send them to the Go^^ 
vemment, with in£ormatioajof the Captain who landed tbem^ . 

Art.X. — In case of an Alarm, the Commandants of Quartets will pay 
eyery attention to the Orders that may be issued for furbishing the Army^ 
or detachments from it, with pioneers, horses, mules, cattle, provi^onsj 
orforage; and^as, in all Military Operations, celerity is of the great- 
est importance, the Commandants of Quarters should consider well 
how this may be done with the greatest expedition possible, and so as 
to bear equally on the Quarter. ' A reasonable hire will be allowed fo» 
the pioneers, horses, mules, and draught -cattle; and if any -of them 
die, the owners will be indemnified : thie provisions and forage fur- 
nished will also be accounted for. And in order that this may be done 
with justice ^o alh'sides, it ia recommended to the Commandants to - 
appoint some proper person to keep an account of the articles, and to 
see that they are delivered, and^a proper receipt taken from the Com- 
missary, or other person having charge of that department, to serve . 
as a voucher when the accounts are called for. * • 

Art. XI. — The peons are exeinpted from serving in the Militia, un- 
less it be their own choice ; but, in case of Alarm, the Commandants, , 
or Padr'es, of the respedlive Missions, will be ready to call out. the 
ppons under their charge, in ordeif to assist as labourers, in any way 
the Commandant shall judge proper. 

W. FULLARTON. , 

By- Order of His- Excellency, . 
J. F. Burke," 

Assistant. Secretary to the Commissioiu , 

•'• •' * No.LX. 
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No. LX. 

Letter from Colonel Fullarton to John Sargent, Esq. concerning^ 
Statement of Accounts sent by Mr. Gloster. 

SIR, 21, BromptOH'Baw, Dec. 2, 1803. 

It was only yesterday that I discovered by accident, that Mr. 
Gloster, Attorney-General erf Trinidad, had transmitted to the Right 
Honourable Board of Treasury a Letter and Account, with observa- 
tions respe6Kng the sums which I had drawn, or diredled to be paid 
during the period of my officiating as First Commissioner of Govern* 
ment in Trinidad. Having seen a Letter firom you to Lord Hobart*8 
Office on the subjeiS, I taJce the liberty of requesting that you will 
have the goodness to furnish me with copies of the papers in question, 
in order that I may be enabled to transmit to you, for the information 
of the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury, a refutation of the mis^tate^ 
tnaits which I understand have been received. I am already in 
possession of a similar document, whidi B. G. PiiSbon has subjoined 
to a disgraceful libel. 

As t^ immediate subjaSt of this Letter refers to pecuniary transac* 
tions, and orders on the public account, I am unwilling for a moment 
to delay the fullest explanation and exposition that the case may re«- 
cpire ; and under those impressions, have given you the trouble of thia 
Letter. 

I iwve the Honour to be, 

SIB, 

Your faithfnl and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. Fcllabton. 

To John Sargent^ Esq. i^c. i^c. £sfr. 



No. LXI- 

Letter from John Sargent, Esq. 4o Colond Fulbrtoiij with Mr. Gloster^j 

Letter^ 

8IB, 

Having laid before the Lords Commid$i9nei;a.x>f Hk Mi^esty's 
Treasury, your Letter of the 2d instant, requesting to be furnished 

with 
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with copies of Papers from Mr. Gloster, Attorney- General of Trini- 
dad, respecSling the sums drawn by you from the Public Treasury of 
that Island, during the time you officiated there as First Commis- 
sioner ; I am commanded by their Lordships to transmit to you copies 
the said Papers accordingly. 

I am. Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

Treasury 'Chamlers, Dec, l6, 1803. JoHN SaRGENT. 

Colonel Futlartorij 21, Brompton-Row. 



No. LXIL 
Letter from Colonel FuUarton to John Sargent, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

SIR, 21, Brompton'Rota, Jan. 3, 1804. 

I have received the honour of your Letter, enclosing a Communica- 
tion from Mr. Gloster to Mr. Vansittart, and accompanied by a State* 
ment of Monies asserted to have been drawn from the Public Trea- 
sury of Trinidad by me while adling in that Island. A similar Docu* 
ment had reached me in another form, as an integral part of a libel- 
lous produftion against me and various other persons, prepared and 
circulated by B. G. Pidlon. 

Several printed proof-sheets of that Work were presented by me to 
the Lords of His Majesty's Council, as affording a stronger and more 
appropriate delineation of the Brigadier's charader and modes of 
expression, than any thing in my power to offer. The Account an* 
nexed to it was obviously a copy from Mr. Gloster's Document, now 
under consideration. Both of them are brought forward with the 
same view, of endeavouring to repel, by insolence and calumny, the 
serious charges, from which, on the 24th of last March I stated to 
B. G. Pi6lon in Council, that it was requisite for his character, and 
for the National Chara<Sler of England, to clear himself by public trial. 

In the capacity of Attorney-General, I observe, that Mr. GJoster 
assumes, under the Spanish Law, a Fiscal Power, and maintains that, ' 
by virtue of his office, he can control the issue of Public Monies ; and 
adds, that he never was consulted in any shape*. 

His Majesty's Commands, diredling the Commissioners of Trinidad 

* Apian was formrd for extending the powers of Mr. Gloster much farther, and for 
putting under his control the Estates of all the MiuoA, litigai^ and Absentees conneded 
vifrh the Island. 

8 to 
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to appoint Mr, Gloster Attorney-General in that Island, convey no 
Fiscal Powers whatever, and the Spanish Law, diredtly precludes him 
from the exercise of any financial authority*. I mention these cir- 
cumstances, to prove that the disagreeable necessity of transmitting 
the Accounts in question, existed onW in the imagination of Mr. Glos- 
ter, and, at any rate, could not lay him under an obligation oC 
attempting to impose on the Lords of His Majesty*s Treasury, asser- 
tions, items and remarks, diredWy contradifted by the fa6ls. 
In the first place, it remains for Mr. Gloster to explain on what 

Principle he ventured to assert, that I received from the Treasurer of 
Tinidad 35,000 dollars. On the contrary, I never received, direAly. 
or indirectly, on any account whatever, one fradlion more than the 
salary fixed by His Majesty's Ministers, namely, at the rate of 30001. 
sterling per annum, which, before my departure fi-om England, was 
dire<5led to take place from the date of my appointment, in June 1802. 
This determination was ofificially communicated to me, and a&ed 
iipon before my departure ; of course, I ooold not suppose it subjedt 
to the revisal, audit, or rejecftion of Mr. Gloster, otherwise it would 
appear no less singular than some other assertions circulated by that 
Gentleman, which must come under discussion in their proper time 
and place. But, if Mr. Gloster had been invested with any such con- 
troling powers, it would have been more regular to have expressed his^ 
dissent from the amount of my allowances before he and I left Eng- 
land. 

At that period, he undoubtedly possessed all the powers belonging^ 

to the Attorney-General of Trinidad ; but at the moment when he 

addressed Mr. Vansittart, ignorant as Mr. Gloster has proved himself 

to be, of all Spanish Laws and Spanish Regulations, yet he must be 

sufficiently conversant in the A<^ and Regulations of the British 

Colonies to know, that his re-assuming tne powers of Attomev- 

General was illegal, and a continuation of the same violation of tne 

King's Authority, which had rendered it my indispensable duty to 

suspend him from all public employment until the pleasure of His 

Settheinrtrec-Majesty should be known. The reasons of this suspension are an- 

ConmiMionerf ncxcd ; and I do uot hcsitatc to maintain, that no power or authority 

•CTnmdid. jj^fg,.jQj. ^q j^at of Lord Hobart, as Secretary of State for the Colonial 

Department, intimating the King's Pleasure, is warranted to reinstate 

Mr. Gloster in any public situation in the Island of Trinidad. 

But, as Mr. Gloster stands accused as a Public Delinquent, and 
must justify himself by investigation, as well as Mr. Black, Mr. Be- 
gorrat^ and Mr. Woodyear, I shall abstain at present from the com- 

« TUi will be verified bj tbe Aftsemt for tkc SpaniALtwa inTiimdad, Don Pedro 
Vi0|^ who is now in Loodoiu 

menta* 
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mentt naturally raggtsted by then: condud *. Although It may ap. 
pear somewhat of a digression from the mere matter of the Account 
before you, I feel it my duty to add, that the mass of libellous asper- 
sion which has been poured forth by the persons in question, has 
already given rise to misrepresentations^ no less injurious to Grovem« 
ment, than pernicious to the valuable Colony of Trinidad. 

In the discharge of my duties as First Commissioner of that Island, 
I have suffered so much insolence and aggression, as renders a public 
exposition of the obje6ls, for which the parties in question have redorted 
to such calumnies, no less essential to my own honour, than incumbent 
on me as a matter of duty to the Kin^ and to the Public Service. 

I request that you will have the goodness to submit this Letter, and 
the accompanying Papers, to the consideration of the Right Honour- 
able Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Lords of His Majesty*il 
Treasury. 

I hate tkft Hoaour to be. 

With great Respe<3, 

SIR, 

Your faithful and obedient Servant. 



John Sargent J Esq. ^c^ &c. ^c. 



'9 

W. PULLAHTOK, 



No. LXIIL 

Letter from Mr. Gloster to Nicholas Vansittart, Esq. 

SIR, Trinidad, Aagnst 12, 1803. 

1 am under the disagneeable necessity ef enclosing you wa Account, 
in which it will appear that Mr. Fullarton has drawn from the Public 
Treasury of this Colony the sum of Thirty-five Thousand Eight Hun- 
dred Dollars, or upwards of Eight Thousand Three Hundred Pounds, 
Sterling Money, in the course of a very few months residence here. 
He can best explain his right to the A& which fills every one with 
astonishment ; and the Planters, to whom the Tax of 3^ per cent, at 
best is unpalatable, even well appropriated, express their decided disap- 
probation of such profuse and lavish expenditure !— His Majesty's Mi- 
nisters, I conceive, must do the same.— -For my part, although, under 
the Spanish Law, as Attorney General, I have a Fiscal Power, and by 

* The unhappy situation to wliich Mr. Woodycar has reduced himself, by coDtnidi6dng 
his written Declaration upon oath, would, ere now, have exposed him to a public pfosccu- 
ilmi, 4f 1 bad not been restrained if coosideratioQs for his &mily. 

8 2 virtue 
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virtue of my Office, can controul the issue of Public Monies^ I never 
was consulted in any shape. 

I have the Honour to be, 

SIR, 

With respeft. 
Your most faithful and obedient Servant, 

Ahchibald Glostbb. 
Nicholas Vansittarty Esq. 
Treasury, London. 



No. LXIV. 

Statement of Monies asserted to have been drawn by Colonel Fullarton 
in Trinidad ; transmitted by Mr. Gloster to Mr. Vansittart. 

July2\, 1803. 

Monies actually received by Mr. Fullarton from the Treasurer of 

Trinidad : 

Dollars. 
No. 1.— Salary from June 10, 1802, to October J 803, at 
30001. sterling per ann. (dollar at 4s. 8d. ster- 
ling), . . . 17,946 4 
2.— Secret-service monies, - • 5000 O 
3. — ^Hire of schooner Start, - - 8572 3 
4.— J. Burke, Secretary, 13th 0<aober 1802, to 13th 

October 1803, at one guinea per day, l643 

.5. — ^Hill, ditto, from ditto, - l643 O 

6.— Vint, ditto, from ditto, at 10s. 6d. - 574 

7 •—Hunter, ditto, from ditto, at 250l. sterling per 

ann. - - - 422 O 



Dollys 35,802 7 



Orders 



Digitized by 



Google 



129 

Orders left by Mr. Fullarton on Treasurer, for acceptance : 

Dollars. 
Mr. Munro, carpenter, for repairs of house called Govern- 
ment-house, but belonging to the Army, 4672 2 
Charles Granger, mason, - - 1380 O 
Jos. Mayers, carpenter, - - 123 O 
Florent, for rent of a store, - - - 64 O 
Captain Gutzmer's account for stores, &c. put in ship Cum- 
berland, in which he took his passage for Scotland, 1573 O 

Dollars 7812 2 



Total dollars 43,6l5, or 10,1761- l6s. 8d. sterling* 

Archibald Gloster. 



Trinidad, 

REMARKS. 

No, 1 . — ^It will be observed, that Mr. Fullarton was only gazetted as 
First Commissioner on the lOth of June, 1802, and that his Commis- 
sion was not signed by the King until the 13th of 06lober, 1802. His 
salary, it is presumed, should have commenced on the latter day, and 
expired the day of his departure ; but he has drawn foiur months before 
his Commission was dated, and four months after he quitted ; eight 
months in all. If a Governor has leave of absence of the King, it is 
the custom for the Governor, in his absence, to draw half of his sala- 
ry ; the remaining half goes to his locum tenens upon the spot. Mr. 
Fullarton drew 15001. in London, from the Exchequer, in advance,, 
eonsequently he is debtor to the Treasury that sum, having drawn it 
from the Trinidad Funds, and cannot receive it twice. Mr. Fullar* 
ton's salary for four months' residence in Trinidad, is therefore up^^ 
wards of 4000 guineas. 

No. 2. — ^This is a charge thus lumped without items, and in time 
of profound peace I Governor Pidlon is in London, and will explain> 
if he in six years of his command, during war and difficiilties, ever ex- 
pended half the sum. Against this charge the clamour is great. 

No. 3. — ^The schooner Start was hired in diredl opposition^ to Grene- 
ral Pinion's and Commodore Hood's opinion. The Commodore offered 
the Advice or Express commissioned Brigs of War, commanded by Lieu- 
tenants in the Royal Navy, for the Public Service ; but Mr. Fullarton re- 
je6\ed this. The Council of Trinidad opposed also such a heavy expen- 
diture, but in vain, which their Minutes of the. day of 
will shew. The owners of the schooner Start, are some way distantly re- 
tated;^! hear^ to Mr. Fullarton. The vessel could have been bought for 

less 
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less money than the hire, and would have been now cruizing^ to pro- 
teft the Trade in the Gulf. 

No. 4. — A Governor's Secretary is here allowed the unheard-of 
salary of a guinea per day ; the Commander-in-Chief's Secretary has 
only IDs. ; and no Secretary in the West Indies more than 10s« 
N. B. Government allowed the Secretary to the Commission a thou- 
sand per ann. in lieu of fees*. 

* No. 5. — Another Secretary, in full pay, at a guinea per day. 
No. 6.— Another ditto, at half-a-guinea per day 1 
No. 7. — ^A fourth ditto, at 250l. sterling per year ! 



No. LXV. 

Colovel FullartonV Answer to Mr. Gloster'* Statement of Accounts. 

No. i. — Salary from June 10, 1802, to October 1803, at 3000l. 
sterling per annum. 
Dollars, at 4s. 8d. sterling, - (Dollars) 17>946 4 

Whatever Mr. Gkmter may presume respedling the period when 
Colonel Fullarton's salary should have comm&dotd^ it was officially 
determined by His Majesty^s Treasury, in conjuodion with Lord 
Hobart*s Office, that the salary should be drawn from tbe day on 
which he was gazetted as First Commiasioner, and accordingly the 
Treasury advanced six months salary, counting frDm tkat date, to all 
the Members of the Commission, and to the Surveyor-General's De^ 
partment. But before Colonel Fullarton*s departure, he was officially 
informed that the sum in Question shodd be paid to him in Trinidad, 
and that the sum received from His Majesty's Treasury in* England 
should be replaced or accounted for. 

Mr, Gloster's supposition respe<5ling a Gk>vernar» having leave of 
absence from the King, giving half his salary to his Deputy cannot 
apply to Colonel Fullarton, who is not a Governor^ and is not absent 
by leave, but ordered home on public duty. 

No. 2. — Secret Service Monies, • - (Dollars) 5000 

The insertion of this item is an endeavour on the part of Mr. 
Gloster to impose a gross mis-statement on the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty's Treasury. The fa6l is, that Colonel Fullarton never 
received nor cnarged one shilling on account of Secret Service, having 

* No observation is made here for fees taken by the Secretary, for Commissions, let 
(asses^ &c. to a shameful amount. Governor Pi£ton*s Secretaries cbargod no ictM. 

neither 



Digitized by 



Google 



>31 

neitber ixKttnation (lor authority so to do. The 5000 ddlars in VWi^ 
tion were paid by the Treasurer to the Aftiog Secretary to the Com-> 
mission, and to be accounted for by him as a niatter o( public dis* 
bursement^ in the usual form. The clamour against this chiarge^ 
therefore, and the charge itself, originate entirely with Mr. Gloster^ 
Colonel FuUarton never did receive nor accept any sum whatever, as 
fees, emoluments or otherwise, confining himself merely to his salary^ 
and reserving of course his indisputable claim to indemification for iw 
losses and expences occasioned by the hurried manner of his em«» 
barkation, or by the voyage. With respe^ft to fees, however, although. 
Colonel FuUarton refused to receive any for himself, he was neither 
authorized nor disposed to restrain them from being received at the 
usual and established rates for the benefit of the Junior Commissioners, 
or of others who might have claims upon them ; in the same manner 
as in the other Islands, agreeably to the amount which used to be paid 
to the Private Secretary of £. G. Pi6lon, of which the accompanying^ 
Letter from Charles Hayes, Esq. affords the proof. 
. When Mr. Gloster, in addressing the Lords Connnissioners of Hi» 
Majesty's Treasury, dares to apply the word shameful, to any transac* 
tion that ever occurred under Colonel Fullarton, he knows the audacity 
of his own assertion, and ought to understand, that the insolence of 
his expression is unbecoming to the Right Honourable Board. 

By accepting the ojSice of Commissioner in Trinidad^ Colonel Fullar* 
ton did not come under any obligation to suffer insdence and aggres* 
sion from individuals who have been habituated to hear and bear a 
brutality of expression under B. G. Pi<Slon, which has no example ia 
My civilised society. 

It has not, however, passed without observatLcHi^ that similar in- 
stances of aggresffion have been addressed by these adherents of B. GL 
Pidlon, namely, by Mr. Gloster to the Treasury, by Mr. Marryat 
to the Coloni^ Departfloent, and by M^or Collins to the Privy 
Council. 

Colonel FuUarton trusts, that at some stage of the proceedings,, 
these improprieties will not be suffered to pasa without animadversion.. 

No. 3. — ^Hire of Schooner Start, - - 85.72 » 

The Schooner Start was hired in consequence of urgent and re- 
peated officlM application from Colonel Rutherford, as Surveyor-Gene- 
ral, statmg that some vessel of that description was indispensably re-, 
quired, to enable him to fulfil the duties of his office. 

A (Jovemment vessel had always been employed under Governor 
Pi(^on, and was only disposed of, or diseharged by him a short time 
before the Commission was announced. 

In consequence of Colonel Butherford*s application, Colonel FuUar^ 
ton requested Mr. Burnet^ Surveyor of the Navy^ and Captain Jacobs^. 
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Harbour-Master, to scle6l and report upon a proper vessel for the pur- 
poses specified by the Surveyor-Greneral. They fixed on the Start 
Schooner, belonging to Messrs. Dicksohs, two very respectable mer- 
chants, with whom Colonel Fullarton was entirely unacquainted at 
that time, although Mr. Gloster is pleased to state him as related to 
them. 

Colonel Fullarton begs leave add, in answer to all such observations, 
ttiat to the best of his knowledge and belief, he has not the honour of 
being related to, or connedled with, any person in the Island of Trini- 
dad. — ^Tlie arrangements were adjusted by the Surveyor General's De- 
partment, with the aid and advice of Messrs. Burnet and Jacobs, and 
the rate of the engagement fixed by respectable Merchants, on the 
most OBconomical terms for tht3 Public. — ^These circumstances were 
agreed on before Commodore Hood's arrival in Trinidad, although 
some time having been necessary for fitting up the Schooner in the 
way required, the Vessel was not actually in the pay of Government 
for some time after, and in the month of March, Colonel Fullarton ad* 
dressed Lord Hobart on the subje6l, stating that the Vessel wa^- 
hired for three months, until his Lordship's pleasure should be 
known. So far from the Advice or Express commissioned Brigs of 
War having been offered for the duty in question, they were at that 
time employed on Naval Service among the other Islands. One of 
them was afterwards employed with Mr. Burnet, without any inti- 
mation or offer to Colonel Fullarton or to Colonel Rutherford con- 
cerning them ; Colonel Fullarton therefore could have no opportunity 
of reje6ling what was never proposed. 

The Council of Trinidad never did oppose the hiring of the Start in 
the presence of Colonel Fullarton : what may have been put upon 
the Minutes after Colonel Fullarton left Port of Spain in the Start 
Schooner, appears to be very indistindtly known to Mr. Gloster, who 
has left a blank to be filled up as occasion may require. 

That the Vessel could have been bought tor less money than the 
hire, is one of those assertions which costs Mr, Gloster nothing. — It 
is, however, undoubtedly true, that the Schooner ought now to 
have been cruizing for protedling the Trade in the Gulf of Paria, 
With this view, Colonel Fullarton applied for Guns to arm the 
Schooner, which were refused ; and he learns that since his departure, 
the Schooner has been discharged from the service of Grovernment, 
although it has pleased Commodore Hood to leave the Island of Tri- 
nidad without the Advice or Express Brigs of War, and without any 
sort of Naval Protedion ; in consequence of which a great number of 
Trinidad Vessels have been captured. 

No. 4.— J. Burke, Secretary, OiSiober 13, 1802^ to Odober 13, 1803, 
at One Guinea per day, - - (DolUrs) l643 

Mr. 
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Mr. Gloster erroneously states this Gentleman as a Governor's Se« * 
cretary. 

There is no Governor, and no Governor's Secretary, and Colonel 
FuUarton was not allowed any Private Secretary. Mr. Burke was ap- 
pointed Assistant Secretary to the Commission, and a6ted in that ca^ 
pacity with ability and assiduity. His knowled^ of Spanish, French,, 
and Italian, rendered hhn peosliarly necessary in that Office, where 
great part of the current business was unavoidably condudled in those 
languages^ 

No. 5.— Hill, ditto, from ditto, . . . ^ (Dollars) l643 

Mr. Hill's ability and assiduity in the discharge of his official duty, 
and his long habits of acquaintance with West Indian Transa6lions, 
rendered him a valuable public servant. 

No. 6. — ^Viot, ditto, from ditto, at 10s. 6d. per day, - - w 574 

Mr. Vint wns appointed with the view -of assisting and condu6Hng 
the Botanical and Mineralogical Researches, direAed by the King's In- 
8tra6Uons, and necessary to enable that part of the Report to be com- 
pleted : for the latter of these purposes he was well qualified, and 
under the dire<5lions of Mr. Vargas and of Dr. Anderson, would 
have rendered himself useful in the former branch. But the mass of 
business conne(5^ed with the Secretary's Office, rendered it absolutely 
impossible for Messrs^ Burke and Hill, with all their a<5livity and ex* 
ertion, to accomplish it without additional aid, and therefore Mr. 
Vint was appointed to assist them. Before Mr. Gloster ventures to 
pronounce that there were too many persons employed, he ought to 
know the Instrudions under which they were appointed, and the Du- 
ties which they performed. 

So far were the Salaries to these CJentlemen unheard of, as stated 
by Mr. Gloster, and no Secretary in the West Indies allowed more than 
10s. per day, that the Assistants in the Commissaries' Department rer 
-ceivcd one guinea per day, and Secretaries to Commanders-irv-Chief 
have constantly other Emoluments. The sum allowed to Messrs. 
Burke, Hill, and Vint, would have been so inadequate to their e^- 
pences, if they had been obliged to have furnished lodgings and Siib- 
sisteuce for themselves, that Colonel FuUarton addressed ll>rd Hfibart 
on the subje<St. 

No. 7 ••^Hunter, ditto, from ditto, at 250l. per wn. (DoH^s^ , ,4JJ5t 

In the first place, this item is most inrorreflly stated* $s ^o j|;he ^te 
and the amount ; and in the next place, Mr. Hunter was in no respeft 
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Secretary to the Commission ; but on the death of Captain Mallet, 
when Major Williamson and Mr. Maingot were appointed Joint 
Commissaries of Population, the Office of Secretary to the Com- 
mipsaries of Population became vacant by Mr. Maingot*s promotion, 
and Mr. Hunter was appointed in his room, for the reasons specified in 
a Letter to Lord Hobart. 

The assertion, that no Fees were taken by the Secretaries under Go- 
vernor Pi6ton, is already contradi<fted by the Letter from Mr. Hayes. 

The next part of Mr. Gloster's Statement, specifies orders left by 
Mr. Fullarton on the Treasurer for acceptance. This is most incor- 
retSlly stated : Colonel Fullarton left no orders for acceptance, but 
gave orders for payment to persons having claims on the Public Ac- 
count, in the usual form. 

Mr. Monro, Carpenter, for repairs of a house called 

Government House, but belonging to the Army, 
Charles Granger, mason, . - . - . 

Joseph Mayers, carpenter, . . - - - 

Florent, for rent of a store, ----- 



DoUu) 


'• ! 


4672 
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1380 
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^ 


64 


4 



That the house in question was considered as belonging to Go- 
vernment, is proved by the accompanying Letter from Mr. White- 
more. 

The proceedings which afterwards took place respe<5ling it, will ap- 
pear from the annexed Copy of a Letter from Colonel Fullarton to 
General Grinfield, and the claim of the Commissary on the part of 
the Army, as specified in the accompanying Letter from Brigadier- 
General Frederick Maitland, who did claim the house as belong- 
ing to the Army, and addressed Colonel Fullarton on the subje6l, 
With the view, as he understood, of the matter being submitted to the 
decision of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, 
Whether their Lordships shall be pleased to determine the matter 
one way or the other, the repairs bestowed upon the house were 
necessary, and as economical as the nature of West Indian charges 
permit. — A great deal of money was thereby saved to Government 
or the Colony, and the repairs in Question have rendered the property 
of mudl greater additional value than the sum expended. 

The last article is. Captain Gutzmer*s Account for Stores, &c. put 
on board the Ship Cumberland, in which Colonel Fullarton took his 
pasasage for Scotland. 1573 dollars. 

On the 18th of July Brigadier-General Hislop arrived, and in obe- 
dience to the orders received by him, it was Colonel Fullarton^s duty 
to sail with the Convoy on the 20th of July. His own family con- 
sisted of nine persons, and he was under the necessity of requiring 
the attendance of nine other persons^ on the public business for which 
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lie was directed to return to England ; in all eighteen persons, whose 
passages and subsistence were ot course to be provided for at the pub- 
lic expence. 

^ A part of that expence consisted in Captain Gutznier*s Account, 
and it appears that Mr. Gloster, with the authority which he has as- 
sumed, dire6led or advised the Treasurer not to pay that demand. 

In consequence of this refusal, Captain Gutzmer has drawn on Co- 
lonel Fullarton*s Private Account in this Country. Colonel FuUarton 
has only to request that; Mr, Sargent will have the goodness to submit 
this statement of the case to the Lords Commissioners of His Ma- 
jesty's Treasury, and to communicate their Commands to Colonel 
Fullarton upon the subject. 

In order that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
may be acquainted with the principles and opinions of Mr. Gloster, as 
a public and private chara6ler. Colonel Fullarton submits to their pe- 
rusal. Copies of two Letters, signed Archibald Gloster, of which the 
originals are in Colonel Fullarton*s possession. 



No. LXVL 

Letter from C. A. Hayes, Esq. to J. F. Burke Esq. respeSiing Fees re- 
ceived bi/ Certain Shelton and ATr. Woodyean 

SIR, Hackney, Nov. 1, 1803. 

. In answer to your Letter of Inquiry respeding the Fees taken by the 
Secretary of (Jeneral Pidlon, previous to the Commissioners arnTing 
at Trinidad, I believe it has been the custom of all the West India 
Islands, for the Secretary to the Governor to take Fees ; and I never 
/heard that thie Secretaries in Trinidad departed from the rules long es- 
tablished in the other Islands. I have paid fees to General Pi^on^s 
Secret^ies on the following occasions : 

To Major Pitman, while ading for Cwtain Shelton, 
Secretary to General PicSlon, for my License to aft 
as Barrister and Attorney, - - . - - - 40 



DolUn. 



To Captain Shelton, for my Commission as Captain in 

the Royal Trinidad Colonial Artillery, - - - - l6 

For a Pass to Grenada, - -.•-.-i 
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I believe Mr. Woodyear, upon entering his Office, 
folk)\vetl the Tariff of Captain Shetton. I paid him, 
for the renewal of the place of Vendue Master 
to Mr. Joseph Swinbome, the sum of - - ^ 17 3 

I thought these Sums, at the time I paid them Jihe proper Fees of the 
Secretary, and have never had reason since to believe they were not so. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obtdient Servant, 

(Signed) Chas. Aug. Hates* 
/. F. Burke, Esq. 



No. XLVII. 

Letter to Nicholas Vansittart, Esq. respeSting Mis-statement ofAccoimt 

by Cohmi riiSlon. 

SIR^ 31, Brompion^Bxm, Feh. 4, 1804. 

I request to be favoured with a Copy of the Letter and Statement 
transmitted to the Right Honourable Board of Treasury by B. G. 
Pi6lon, respe^Sing the Sums of Money which he left in the Treasury 
of Trinidad, and which he has presumed to assert^ were expended 
under my dire6lion. 

I <aniy heard hns Letter read ^n Friday, aod this momiQg I had the 
honour of shewing you an Accowat of Balances and Expenditure un- 
^er the Hand of the Treasw^er^ Mr, Cellini. 

By these it is proved, that mstfiad of leaving above 150,000 Dollars^ 
which I understaiid he states me tp have wasted, or improperly ap- 
plied, ^nly 86,740 Dollars renained in the Treaaqry on my retiurD to 
the Government in the end of June. 

It is to be remarked, that in the first week of January, when I ar- 
rived at Trinidad, there uvere in the Treasury 88,203 TSoIlars. Dur- 
ing the two succeeding months, when my casting voice decided the Co- 
lonial Expenditure, only 1 721 Dollars were drawn from the Treasury. 

On the lat of March the Balance m the Treaswer*s hands amounted 
to 02,777 Dollars. To this stsin'must be ackled the Receipts during 
the same period, amounting to 20,303 Dollars. During the succeed- 
ing months the Government depended on the Votes of B. G. Pidon 
and Commodore Hood, and the Expenditure amounted to no less than 
76,341 Dollars. I am not auditing these Accounts^ and therefore 
I refrain from offering any comments on them. They are only men- 
tiozied> to shew the gross mis-statement by which Colonel Pidon 
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attributes to me a leriei of disbursements, of which the merits or 
demerits are entirely to be ascribed to him and to his Colleague, Com- 
modore Hood. 

I have the Honour to be, &c, 

(Signed) W. Fullaeton. 

I trust that you will have the goodness to communicate this Letter 
'to the Right Honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to the 
Lords of His Majesty's Treasury. 

To Nicholas Fansittart, Esq. &c. &c* &c. • • 

N. B. Copy of this Letter sent to Mr. Sullivan for Lord Hobart, 
6th of February, with Copy of Balance and Account of Disbursements, 
by the Treasurer, Mr. Collins. 



No. LXVIIL 

Letter from Colonel Fullarton to John Sullivan, Esq. respeSHng a Jliw- 
statement of Account by Colonel Pi6ton. 

21> Brompton^Row, February 6, 1604. 

Colonel Fullarton presents his best Respedts to Mr. Sullivan, and 
requests he will Kave the goodness to peruse, and to submit to Lord 
Hobart, the enclosed Copy of a Letter, addressed to Mr. Vansittart, 
respedling a Mis-statement of Accompts by Colonel Pidlon, which he 
trusts the fa6ls certified by the Treasurer of Trinidad, Mr. Collins, ia 
the a.ccompanving Paper, will completely expose. 

Colonel Fullarton has to express his satisfadiion, that Colonel Pi<£toa 
has afforded him those opportunities of proving to the Colonial Depart- 
ment and to the Treasury, that in Matters of Accompt he is no less 
apt to deviate from the truth, than in his Official Communication re- 
spewing Colonel FuUarton^s insanity, and other diseases of the head 
and heart. 

Colonel Fullarton relies on the justice of Administration, for receiv- 
ing Copies of all Mia-statements on the 8ubje<5t of Trinidad, in order 
that he may answer them as they deserve* 



No. LXIX. 
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No. t3tI3t. 

« 

Letter froftt Colonel FuUarton to Newton Barton, Esq. 

21, Brompton-Row, igih January, 1804. 

t REauEsi* yon will have the goodness to submit the enclosed Pa* 
pers to the Right Honourable Chancellor of Exchequer. They con- 
tain a letter, and Exposition, addressed by me to Mr. Sargent, in 
answer to a Document transmitted to the Treasury by Mr. Gloster. 
Nothing less urgent than a gross Mis-statement of this description, re- 
specting a PuWic Accompt, could have induced me to bring forward, 
at this moment, any detached part of the transactions connedted with 
Trinidad. 

Since my return from that Island, I have felt it becoming my cha- 
racter, under all the circumstances of the case, to abstain from trou- 
bling Mr. Addington, or any of His Majesty's Ministers, either in 
person or by letter, confining myself merely to such Communications 
as wei^ indispensably requisite with the Colonial Department under 
which I have lately ac^ed, and to the necessary attendance at the 
Privy Council, in the course of substantiating the Criminal Charges 
already proved by evidence against Colonel PiSon. As the questions 
at issue affeCled the life of that Officer^ I have avoided all ex parte 
explanations, except to the able and distinguished Lfegal Advisers with 
whom I consuk, or to such persoas as are immediately concerned. I 
have persisted in this determination, until six Criminal Charges of 
^ath, unlawfully inflicted, were discussed before the Privy Council^ 
and disposed of, by admitting Colonel PicSton to Bail. It was very 
anxiously my wish to have persevered in the same silence, until all the 
other Charges, which it has been my indispensable duty to state 
against Colonel Pidlon, had undergone investigation. Whatever may 
afterwards occur, it has already been sufficiently established, that Co- 
lonel Pi6lon is a person with whom it was impossible for me to have 
co-operated. 

I am aware, however, that, by this mode of a<Sling, I have suffered 
various calumnies, and libellous aspersions, to be circulated. Such of 
them as have been concealed from me, have, of course, remained urtr 
answered in the Public Offices ; although it would be disrespectful to 
the charadter of Government, to suppose that they could be enter- 
tained or credited, without giving me an opportunity of refuting them. 
With respedt to any improper effects which such fabrications were in- 
tended to produce concerning me, I possess most ample and authentic 
proofs to expose every individual fallacy which has yet come to my 
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knowledge oh tte siiWe^S^, a«4 tJI tbe wptiws with which ih^ nr^ 
aeot forth« snd therdore I c)i&fi^ar4 theai. 

. On^he other hand, wheaever the ease» ai^d t^'ansafijonc j^ ^ja^stjloNi 
come before the Pji#Mie, which, in sonie form or other, must, of 
course^ tak^e place, the merit aiad necessity, on ^b\m grojLind«, ojf 
hrin^g them forw«ni, will be eist^blisbed on my ^rf by iadisput^JWf 
eyidence % at the sanv^ time, I ^hajl have Httle di^cWity m jewing tkm 
injuries and outrages to which X h^ye boen (S&po^ed jby th^ fa^hftil perr 
formfloce of oiy doty^ and th^ improper predif^ams^ in ivhjch { my4» 
stood, and atiil wmmh 

In the present fitag^ .of iim Priooaediogs, ibei^ are paribiteMJara, npt 
cmly affie&ing the Coik)(3Bi«l hrteresta of Trimd^d^ md the im^tmt 
relations of that Ifidwd with iihe adjacoit Contiiiimt^ but iittijnediateljr 
con&e6bed with the i^iipation of G<Mrer«Hoe&tj a^ad with the Natioiii^ 
Cbaia^Sier and Justice of this Coiwtry, wkkh <>k^t not to he ^:p»^ 
cealed from Mr. Addington, in case he thinks prc>p^ to be made lacr 
qnainted with them. 

Under these impreasiona, you will aWg^ fEO^ ^y wy iiiit^»ad;ioaia 
which Mr. Addington may be pleased to communicate. 

I iiave the Honour to be, 

SIB, 

Your most faithful ajid obedieut Servant, 

(Signed) W. Fullabton. 

Newton Bartouy Esq. &c. &fc. &fc. 



No. LXX. 

Letter from Lietdenemt-Gtneral Hislep te Lord Hobarl. 

Trinidad, January 15, 1804. 
• MY LORD, 

I HAVE had the Honour to receive your Lord^ip*s Letter of the -Sd 
Kbvember, and in obedience to the commands therein contained, I 
herewith transmit an Account furnished by the Colonial Treasurer, 
and signed by him, of ^very sum which was paid by him by the orders 
of the First Commissioner Fullarton. I trust it will be as explicit in 
every respect as your Lordship may require, presuming that your Lord* 
ahip did not int-end that I was to enter into a refutation, or otherwise, 
of anj of the remarks which Mr. Gloster annexes to his Statement, 
which being wholly foreign to any of the payments or expences in-^ 
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curred, I do not imagine they could be propearly introduced in thii 
Communication. It may not, however, possibly be deviating too 
much from official form, if I merely observe that k has struck me^ 
that Mr. Gloster's information on every point contained in those re- 
marks, has not been quite etst&i : that which relates to the house oc- 
cupied by the First Commissioner is called belonging to the Anny, 
which by no means appears to me to be the case. It was the private 
property of a resident Cbnftirissary, who having cohtradled debts bri 
account of Governtnent, the' house (among other articles belonging 
to him) was sold for the payment of his public debt, and purchased' in 
by the Commissary-General, on Government account, but not parti- 
cularly for the Army ; and it being a house belonging to the King^ 
and the most conveniently situated for the First Commissioner ^ I ima- 
gine he possessed it with every degree of right, and, as such, conside- 
rable expences for repairs were indispensabte, and will yet be required^ 
to make it habitable. . . . < > 

The annual amount of the Colonial Revenue for the last three years^j^ 
as appears by the Treasurer's Books, is as follows : . 

Dollars. ,/ 

1801, - - -, - - 64,514 1 

1802, . - - - - 67,822 1 
1803, 67,103 7§ 

I have the Honour to b^ &c. 

(Signed) T.Hislop. 

No. LXXI. 

Letter from Mr. Marryat, to tlie Right Honourable Lord Hobart. 

New Bridge-Street, OBoherlO, 1803. 
MY LORD, 

I BEG leave to lay before your Lordship a charge against Colonel 
Fullarton, while he commanded at Trinidad, the investigation of 
which is due not only to myself as an individual, but to public justice. 

It is necessary to state to your Lordship, that a Mr. Thomas Smith, 
dismissed from the Commissary Department in Martinique, for pecu- 
lation, went down to Trinidad in the year 1798, and there purchased 
half the Estate of Mr. Michael Loreithe. In part of this purchase he 
gave a bond to pay me 40001. on Mr. Loreithe^s account, and having 
made these arrangements, came to London, but only paid me 1500L 
out of the 40001. Hearing of Mr, I<oreithe*s death, he went out again to 
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Trimdad, and eot possession of the Estate in 1801. My Attorney there 
called on him for payment of the Balance due upon his Bond, as well 
as for Mr. Loreithe^s moiety of the revenue of the Estate, who was 
considerably mdehted to me at the time of his decease, and the Court 
decreed that fifty hogsheads of sugar, part of the crop of 1802, should 
be paid to me. Mr. Smith pleaded, that though, as a creditor, I could 
demand payment, I had no claim to the commission upon the sale 
of the sugars : and on that ground obtained leave to consign them to 
his own correspondent, Mr. John JafFray, of this City, with orders to 
pay me the net proceeds. On applying to Mr. JafFray for the money 
when I presumed the sugars were in course of payment, he wrote me, 
that though Mr. Smith had at first ordered him to account to me for 
them, he had afterwards countermanded those orders, and that there- 
fore he should pay me nothing. I sent this Letter, duly authenti- 
Gated, out to Trinidad, and my Attorney there, Mr. Wm.Handlcy, again 
.applied to the Court for redress, and obtained a Decree on the 14 th 
.of July last, that the Bills of Lading of fifty hogsheads of the sugars 
of the present crop, shipped by -Mr. Smith on board the Cornet, Cap- 
tain Tate, for London, should be made deliverable to me ; and the 
Judge summoned Mr. Smith to appear before him, and give the ne«- 
cessary orders accordingly. Mr. Smith refused to obey, and the Judge 
in consequence laid his Decree before Colonel FuUarton,. then adting 
«s Governor, who, as Mr. Handley advises, me, instead of enforcing 
it, suffered, his friend, Mr. Smith, to keep: the sugars, which are lost 
to me in consequence. Mr. Handley adds, that Colonel Fullarton had 
appointed this Mr. Smith om of his Aids-du-Camp, and Captain, Com* 
mandant of the quarter of Naparima* I impute it not to him as- a 
crime, that he gave his confidence, and such high station, to a man of 
blasted charadler ; for Mr. Handley advises me, that most of the re- 
«pe6lable Inhabitants refused to a6t under Colonel Fullarton, and re- 
signed their public offices in the Colony, on his taking the command 
of it : he probably, therefore, had little choice anK)ng men of any 
other description. But I do impute it to him as a heinous crime, 
that, to serve such a man, he subverted that Law which it was his 
bounden duty to enforce. Mr. Handley is not one of those inha- 
bitants who sought refuge in Trinidad, from just, demands, under 
the Spanish Cedula; he established himself there nineteen years ago, 
with the same unblemished reputation that he now leaves it, which, 
be\yrites me, he is about to do, from the Laws not giving- that pror 
-tedion to property, which every man of property naturally expe<Ss.. 

The interests I have at stake in Trinidad are of considerable magni- 
tude, and entitle me to submit to your Lordship, whether such circum- 
stances as I have stated, must not necessarily excite apprehensions in 
the minds of many persons either residing in, or connelfted with, that 
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Colony, which policy as well as judticci loudly calU upon His M»j«0t}rs 
Ministers to remove. 

I have the Honour to be, &c* 

(Signed) Joseph Marry at*. 

Right Hon. Lord Hobart^ 6fc. &c. i^c. 



No. LXXII. 

Letter from Colonel Fullarton to Lord Hobart, in Answer te 

Mr. Marryat. 

25, Kii^-Str^t, Si. Jameses, Nov. 5, 1803. 
MT LORD, 

I HAD, this afternoon, the honour of a Note frora Mr. Sullivan, 
by your Lordship*s dire6lions, accompanying a Statement from Mr. 
Joseph Marryat, containing what he is {leased to call a charge 
against me. 

I understand that Mr. Marryat is a Merchant, and a Trinidad Fkn" 
ter. In both of these capacities, before he addressed your Londahip 
as Secretary of State, it was his duty to have informed himself, that 
sugars, or other articles, when shipped and afloat, are no longer 
subjedl t<j the decision of any Tribunal on sliore, except the Court af-~ 
Admiralty. ' . . 

It will require more proof than the vague as^rtioo of Mr. Marryat, 
that Mr. Smith, or any other reasonable person, would disobey the 
orders of a Judge, when r^ularly intimated, on a subjed within hia 
jurisdiiSlion. 

The Alcalcte of tiie Second Ele£lion^ Mr. St Pf, it seems, pro^ 
7K>unced a Decree on tTie 14th of last Juiy, dtredltng fifty hogsheads of 
fiugar, shipped by Mr. Smith on board the Comet, to be re-luided, or 
made deliverable to Mr. Marryat. 

That Judge, as well as his Coadjutor, the Alcaldeof the First Elec- 
tion, Mr. Black, had never been aocuatomed to set any limits to his 
Judicial Power, and is stated to have been much surprized when a De- 
cree of his was not considered as efieAlve on hoard of the Comet. Mn 
St. Ptf in consequence laid the Decree before me, as far as I reed- 
led, by the Spanish Esorivano, Mr. Gamiendia. My answer was, 
that I did not possess any powers whatever on the subjedl, as the Com- 

* Mr, Marryat becroe one of the Sureties for B. G. Fidon, on the Recognizance or- 
acred by the Privy Coondl, at their Adjoominent in December hst, M4ien B. G. Pt^on 
nvii-AkeBcd to give Bail in twei^ Cboosand pounds hinael^ and two .Satetios, in 100 tbon- 
gawl poDodseack 
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missioners had not received an appointment authorizing them to hold 
a Court of Admiralty, which would alone be competent to such de- 
cisions. I therefore directed that reference might be made to Mr. 
Nihel, Chief Justice of the Island, and Judge of the Consulado, who 
I understood to hold a Deputation from the Court of Admiralty. At 
the same time, I desired Mr. St. F€ to be informed how much I won- 
dered at his attempting to involve me in sandtioning or enforcing a 
decree, totally irregular, and on a subje6l not within h\s forum justiti^, 
nor mine. 

That Alcalde, as well as "his friend Mr. Handley, is a Member of 
the Cabildo. In the year 1797> I understand he signed a Declaration, 
retrospe6lively arraigning the late Grovernor Chacone, among other 
things, for delivering the Island to the English, and reprobating 
Spanish Laws. Under th^se Laws he has since adied in a Judicial Ca- 
pacity, and has never ceased tp violate or mis-state them*. At the 
same time, he has almost invariably used them to the utmost of hi^ 
power to oppose every principle and practice of English Jurisprudence. 

With respedl to the Stri(5^ures by Mr. Marryat on Mr. Smith, I shall 
transmit a copy of them to that Gentleman, who is coming home, and 
1 have no doubt will answer them as they deserve. 

t am at a loss, my Lord, to conjedlure what obje<5l can induce Mn 
Marryat to obtrude the character of Mr. Handley on the Secretary of 
State. 

He did, in facS, as I am informed, seek refuge or advantage, by 
establishing in Trinidad under the Spanish Cedula. He attempted ta 
administer laws, as a Member of the Cabildo, which the Ads of that 
Municipal Body will prove, he either violated or did not understand* 
On this point 1 must farther observe, that immediately before his de- 
parture, in July last, the Officers of the Corps in which he was Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel applied to me for a Court-Martial on Mr. Handiey. I 
resisted the application to the utmo^ of my power ; because he was. 
a declared adherent and a(?tive instrument in support of B, G. Pidton's 
oppressive and outrageous a<3s ; he was also a Member of the Cabildo, 
whose proceedings I had not hesitated to reprobate, as destrudlive to 
the interests of the Colony and disgraceful to the British Charadter 
and Government. Under these circumstances I conceived tl>at my 
granting, without relu6lance, a Court-Martial to inquire into his con- 

* Mr. Handley's unbecoming assertions respe6ting Mr. Snoith, may be accounted for, 
by his having publicly chastihcd Mr. Handley for improper condu^ and expressions. He 
was likewise posted in extraordinary terms, not fit for Colonel Fullarton to repeal here, by 
another Gentleman, who had been imprisoned by Governor Ridon, at the instance of Mr. 
Handlej, who, it is stated, endeavoured to procure a sentence to have this Gentleman's 
•ars cutoff, under ihe usual pretence that this punishment might be inflicted by the Spa- 
nish Law. After this recapitulalion of Mr. Handley's merits, Colonel Fullarton begs leave - 
to ask, if he was one of the " res peftablc inhabitants efTrinidad^ who refused to retain 
ek^ Q&ccj or iSL under Colonel Fullarton*?" 
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d\x&, would have been imputed to motives which never did^ and never 
can, a6iuate any part of my public conduit. 

I have only farther to request, that your Lordship will be pleased to 
diredt that Mr. Handley and Mr. Marryat may be ordered to appear 
at the Secretary of State's Office, in my presence, and that of Colonel 
Andrew Clarke and Major J. B. Smith, Field-officers of the Corps to 
which he a<!tled as Lieutenant^ColoneU I shall then demand from Mr. 
Marryat and from Mr. Handley, an explanation of their assertion, that 
^^ most of the respectable Inhabitants refused to a6l under Colonel 
FuUarton, and resigned their public offices in the Colony on his taking 
the command of it.** 

It would be over-rating Mr. Handley*s ignorance, to suppose him 
unacquainted with the fa§, that no individuals in the Colony either 
refused to a<ft, or resigned their offices, or were turned out of of- 
fice by me, excepting Messrs. Black, Begorrat, Woodyear, and 
Gloster, as Members of Council, and in their other public situa* 
tions ; all of them having been charged with a<Sls of criminality, di* 
re6lly violating the King's Authority; unless he means the Com- 
xnandant of Icaque, superseded for conduct which I conceived to be 
highly unlawful and improper ; and the a6ling Harbour-master, whom 
J removed, he having been appointed, during my absence, by the 
Junior Commissioners, when they superseded Major Jacobs. 

I felt it to be my duty to replace that adlive and deservinff Officer, 
whose employment had been conferred on another, although, by the 
King's Instructions, the Junior Commissioners had no authority to grant 
anv appointment whatever. 

With respecSt to the injurious and libellous assertions contained m 
Mr. Marryat's letter, I shall direCi such proceedings against him as 
my Counsel shall advise, 

I have the Honour to be, with great respeC):, 

MY LORD, 

Your faithful and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. Fullabtow. 
Htgkt Hon. Lord Hobart, ^c. i^e. ^c. 
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No. Lxxni. 

Proclamation by His Exoellency Thomas Pinion, against certain well- 
known seditious CharaSlers, dated Feb. 5, 1802*. 

By His Excellency Thomas Pi6ton, Esq. Brigadier-General of His 
Majesty's Forces, Governor and Commander in Chief of the Island 
of Trinidad and its Dependencies, &c. &c. &c. 

The Commanders of Quarters, and Alcaldes of Barrios, are called 
upon to pay stri<Sl attention to the condu6i; of certain well-known 
^ditious Chara6lers ; who, disappointed in their endeavours to impose 
upon the good sense of the British Inhabitants, are now employing 
every incendiary means to infuse a spirit of insubordination amongst 
the Negroes and People of Colour, by infamously representing the 
wholesome severity of the Law, exercised against fatal and pernicious 
crimes, which threatened the very existence of the Colony, as the 
(emanations of a sanguinary, vindictive disposition, unnecessarily prodi* 
gal of human blood. 

As no refledling person can be ignorant of the Wicked intentions of 
these nefarious Conspirators, His Excellency calls not only upon the 
Constituted Authorities, but upon every respectable individual whp 
knows how to value the safety of his person and property, to use his 
utmost endeavours to bring them forward ; and he pledges himself, 
that no obloquy or calumny, shall deter him from doing prompt and 
substantial justice. 

Given at Government-House, Port of Spain,^ this 5th day of 
February, 1802. 

Thomas Picton* 

By His Elxcellency's Command, 

Richard Collins, 

Secretary. 

* This Proclamation is inserted, to prove from Governor Pidon*8 own authority, the 
•anguinary cbarader given of his Grovernment by some part of the Colony, previous to Co- 
lonel Fullarton*s arrival at Trinidad. It is well known that the Seditious Charaders bei^ 
alluded to, obtained this appellation simply from having signed a roost Loyal Address, con* 
g^atulatiog His Majesty on the Peace, and hoping that the Colony of Trinidad would soon 
enjoy the blessings of British Jurisprudence. The Address of these Gentlemen to tbo 
King is Inserted, and will best answer for itself, how far it seemed calculated to draw 
down the wholesome severity of the Law, as exercised by Governor Pi^on. It is iomei* 
what curious, that the same charge was afterwards levelled at Colonel FuUarton, which is 
fcere brought .against these ** well-known Seditious Charaders," viz. << infiising a spirit of 
insubordination amongst the Negroes and People of Colour," who, fortunately, however, 
by no one ad, justified this assertion, neither in the one case nor in the other. 
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No. LXXIV. 

Copy of Colonel FulIarton*s Dispatch to the Right Hon. Lord Hobart, 
sent by Sir James Bontein in the Ship Duke of Clarence. 

MY LORD, Port (fSpaim, Jkin^%S, IM9« 

The circumstances in which I have been placed, at a distance from 
tbts town, and precluded from any official communication with the 
Commission or Council of this Island, have deprived me of the honour 
of addressing your Lordship since the departure of the ship tiimlair, 
which sailed from Union Island on the 5th of April. Mr. Adderley 
took his passage on board of that vessel ; he carried with him docu- 
ments to convince your Lordship of the criminal a6ls imputed to 
B. G. Pifton, and specified in my Minute of the IQth of March. Mr. 
Adderley is peculiarly qualified, by his talents, principles, andpersonat 
Acquaintance with all the official proceedings in which I had anv 
Concern^ to satisfy your Lordship of the gross mis-statements which 
were brought forward against me, and of the nefarious a<5U attempted 
to shield the conduct of B. G. Pidlon, and of those persons in the. 
Council and in the CabiMo, who were implicated in some of the cor- 
itrpt and cruel a6ls and violations of public justice imputed to him*. 
On the 23d of May I addressed General Grinfield respedling the 
alarming accounts of public proceedings at Port of Spain, subsequent^ 
to my departure on the 1st of April. 

On the 24th of May I stated very fully to Commodore Hood, un- 
justifiable a6ts which had occiirrea,- and the miscondu6l of those 
who had betrayed him into measures and expressions unworthy of his 
chara'6ler. Cdpies of these Letters are enclosed, together with the 
Copy of a Postscript of my Letter to the Commodore, dated the 
lOth of June. To these are added. Copy of a Proclamation issued 
by the other Commissioners, dated the 27th of April ; also Copy of 
a Letter from B. G. Pi6ton, dated 6th of June, on my return to the 
anchoring-ground at this Port, enclosing the Minutes of Council of 
the 3d of June, and the Proclamation ot the 27th of April. 

These Papers notify the resistance of B. G. Pi<£lon, and his deter- 
mination to prevent me from landing. In consequence of which I 
remained at anchor from the 6th to the 14th of June ; on that day 
. Brigadier-General Maitland arrived from Barbadoes in the schooner 
Nefiy. In the night B. G. Piflon secretly embarked, and next day 
Brigadier-General Maitland took charge of the King's Troops on thi^ 
Island. The enclosed Copies of my Letter to B. G. Pi6lon, and the 
Proclamation, will shew your Lordship in what mode I a<Sled upon 

receiving 



Digitized by 



Google 



147 

fecetving intimation that my landing was to be opposed. My Letter 
to Brigadier^General Maitland will explain the situation of the Civil and 
Military Power in this Island. These Papers, colle^ively, including 
my Letters to General Grinfield of the 23d of May, and to Commodore 
Hood of the QAth, contain detailed discussions on the Judicial and 
Military Circumstances of Trinidad, which will explain to your Lord- 
ship more particularly the Transadions of this Colony, than any com- 
munication^ that could have been addressed to your Lordship in the form 
of a Report, or in any mode whatever, during less perturbant times. 

Although my absence during nearly three months, prevented nid 
from having opportunities of addressing your Lordship, and from com- 
municating the Proceedings of the Q)mmi8sion, yet I had the satis- 
iadlion of learning, that several of my friends and connexions here 
transmitted regular Statements to Mr. Sullivan, of such particulars 
as seemed requisite for your Lordship*s information. 

During my Survey of this Island, and my visit to the different 
places, specified in my Letter to General Gnnfield, I prepared every 
material necessary for completing my Report, which shall be drawn 
out and transmitted, as soon as I Team the form in which, under the 
present state of this Colony, and all the circumstances of the case, it 
IS your Lordship's pleasure that the Report should be presented! 

I our Lordship's Orders of the 23d of April, which I received at 
Barbadoes, completely ascertain the Duties of the different Commis-* 
sioners. But it seems to be established among the Officers and Sol* 
diers, that if their Military Commandant dire&s them to resist and 
fire at the person placed at the head of the Civil Power, it is their 
duty to obey; insomuch, that every Soldier in Trinidad knows that 
ammfanition was served out to the Troops, and orders issued to oppose 
my landing by force of arms. They further know, that my being af- 
terwards permitted to come on shore, and to fulfil your Lordship's In- 
8tru6lions of the !23d of April, depended solely on the will and plea- 
sure of the Military Commander, at whose mercy I must, of course, 
remain till farther orders. 

In addition to my Letter addressed to Brigadier-General Maitland 
on this subject, I have the honour of transmitting Copies of two Let- 
ters from fcolonel Hope, commanding the 37th Regiment, which will 
i^w your Lordship his sentiments on this s«bje6l. 

Previous to my landing here, I inspedted the Harbour and Peninsula 
of Chaguaramas, the adjacent Grounds, and in particular the Island 
of Gkispar Grande. Captain Columbine, of His Majesty's Ship 
Ulysses, was so obliging as to accompany me : he is one of the ablest 
and most scientific Officers of the Navy, or of any profession what- 
ever. His Drawings are equal to those of the most celebrated 
Artists, and the labour he has bestowed on the Plans and Survey of the 
Grounds and Harbour in question, as well as of the Coasts of this 

X 2 Island, 



Digitized by 



Google 



148 

Island, entitle him to the highest approbation. He has fttrnisfreA 
me with an elegant Copy of his Views and Surveys, shewing thef 
mode in which he recommends to distribute and proteft Ships of Wac 
and Merchant Vessels, under the shelter of Gaspar Grande, in cases 
of emergency. I shall take a safe and early opportunity of trans- 
mitting these to your Lordship, along with a very able I^per on the 
8ubje6l, by Captain Columbine, accompanied by my own Observa- 
tions and Report. 

The Military have already occupied the Peninsula : they are em- 
ployed in making Roads, establishing Posts, and preparing to ere6l 
Batteries, Works and Barracks, or other Buildings, as I have been 
informed, on a large, and I should suppose a very expensive scaler 
Of course, a considerable body of Troops will be requisite for the de- 
fence of those extensive positions. For my own part, instead of 
clearing the roads, and thereby facilitating the approaches of the ene- 
my with guns to attack our Works upon the Heights, I should have 
conceived that more efficient defence would have been derived from 
rendering the access almost impra6licable, by allowing the Peninsula 
to remain covered with woods, by throwing barriers across the paths,, 
erecting abatis, planting prickly pear-fences, and by every other 
species of impediment which ingenuity and military skill suggest, to 
oppose the progress of an. enemy. I am confident it will be a matter 
of absolute necessity to drain the swamp or flat-land, which separates 
the Carenage from the Harbour of Chaguaramas,^ and forms the 
Peninsula. 

Without this precaution it wiU be impossible to render the HarbouB 
healthy. It is asserted, that the Spanish squadron, when at anchor in 
this Harbour, had at one time more than 700 sick men on board oc 
in the hospital. Fortunately, the Island of Gaspar Grande is ex- 
tremely superior in point of salubrity ; it affords very strong positions 
^nd means of defence, on a less extensive scale than the reninsula, 
and contains above 300 acres of land, all of which might be em- 
ployed in supplying the Squadron and the Hospital with vegetables, 
and other comforts necessary to their preservation in this climate. I 
would humbly suggest to your Lordship, the advantages which would 
be derived from establishing Gaspar Grande as a Naval Post, under 
the diredlion of the Naval Officer commanding .in the Gulf of Paria^ 
and not subje6t to the interference of Civil or Military, which would 
hardly accord with naval practice. This would not by any means in- 
terfere with the Military Establishment now forming on the Peninsula; 
on the contrary, the one would affi3rd support to the other. As dif- 
ferent works for the defence of the Island, and for the accommodation 
of the Officers and Men when on shore, as well as the buildings for 
Stores^ Arsenals, and Hospitals, would be required, accurate plans 
and estimates must of course b^ transmitted for your Lordship's in* 
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ftnmiioru Theie» and other matters conne<^ed with the bustiiesB,. 
will foFiiv the objedl of my Report^ and at this moment I should not 
have troubled your Lordship with any Statement, respeding these 
particulars, if the Declaration of Hostilities did not render it an a<5l 
of iadispensable duty in me, to express what appears urgent and es- 
sential to be considered^ before an expensive, fortifying system be 
adopted. 

The defence of thia Gulf, and the superintendance of such ar- 
Kangenfients as may be judged necessary for the Naval Service at 
Gaspar Grande ami Chaguaramas, will require an Officer of great 
knowledge, eonduiSt, and ability^ I can venture to assure your 
Lordship, that Captain Columbine rs eminently qualified for such a 
charge : under his diredlion, every preparation and exertion, will be 
made, with stri<Sl attention to restrain the Public Expence^ 
, The ship which he commands is by no means adequate to the im- 
portance of the station, being only fitted en flute^ without the war 
complement of men. I hope and trust your Lordship will take the 
services he has already performed on this Station^ and his merits, into 
consideration. 

Your Lordship*s Circular Letter of the l6th of May, reached me on 
the 20th of June : th^i enclosed Proclamation was issued without de- 
ky. Every arrangement is making; as far as in our power, to prepare 
for hostilities; but the Island is at present destitute of means for 
efficient defence. I enclose copy of a Paper from Brigadier-General 
Maitland, proposing that, in case of attack, I should resign the 
Command of the Militia to the Commander of the King's Troops^ 
Your Lordship will be pleased to signify in what manner I am to a6t 
in that event. 

By next conveyance I shall have the honour of addressing youF 
Ix>rdslnp in detail on the defensive arrangements. In the mean time^ 
we are without any fortified positions, without any Naval Force, ex- 
cept an Armed Brig in the Gulf, and with a very inadequate number of 
Troops. But we are well assured of your Lordship's protection and 
attention to the safety and welfare of tnis Island. 

On the 17th of June I landed, and was received in the most flatter- 
ing manner. The Members of Council were summoned to attend on 
the 20th ; but Messrs. Black, Begorrat, Langton and Gloster,, trans- 
mitted a refusal, of which a copy is enclosed. 

Mr. Woodyear had previously declined to a6l as Secretary^ as will 
appear by his Letter ; but my answer,, which is likewise enclosed, will 
shew your Lordship that I refused accepting his resignation as Public 
Secretary, till your Lordship's pleasure should be known. A new 
Council was formed, consisting of Sir James Bontcin, James Rigby, Esq. 
Colonel Rutherfurd, John Smith, Esq. Andrew Wilson, Esq. and the 
Chief Justice^. John Nihel, Esq. who, your Lordship knows, was a 
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Member of the former Council, and had concurred wfth them, througk 
fear of B. G. Pidton, in* several illegal a(^6, particularly in the Proda- 
mation of the 27th of April ; but, observing the Commig8i9n and 
Council proceed from one a<Sl of violence to another during my ab- 
sence, he formally protested against the measures of the 6th of June, 
and the Minute of the 3d of June, which resisted the King's Com- 
mands transmitted by your Lordship on the 23d of April. 

The Minutes of the new Council cannot possibly be prepared to go 
by this Dispatch, as the Captain is so anxious for departure, that I can' 
hardly prevail on him to remain till this Letter be concluded. 

I trust this will plead my apology for the hurried manner in whidi 
it is written. I have the satisfa<Sl^ion to assure your Lordship, that 
the New Council are proceeding in a mode which cannot fail to gain 
the confidence of the Inhabitants, by affording a strong contrast to th^ 
violence and illegality which marked the transa6tk>ns of their Prede- 
cessors. 

Messrs. Black and Begorrat conceived themselves to be personally 
involved in the judicial imputations against B. G. PiiSlon. Mr. Wood- 
year having perjured himself on the Records of the Council, to support 
B. G. Rifton's interests and his own, felt it impossible for him to a<ft with 
me, or with any new Members of Council, who might have means to 
dete<ft and expose his fallacies. ' Mr. Langton was involved with 
B. G. Pidlon by ties of friendship and various transa6lions : while 
Mr. Gloster, whose opinions, it is understood, swayed the conduct of 
Commodore Hood, had prepared and advised the a6ls of reastance to 
the King's Authority. He is not only attached to B. G. Pidon by 
long habits of intimacy, but it is asserted by well-informed persons, 
that he wrote Defences of the General's Conduct, when it was attacked 
in some of the West Indian Prints^ at different periods. He is far- 
ther understood to have counted on an arrangement under B. G. Pic- 
ton, by which he would have been entrusted with the management of 
all Estates in this Island belonging to Minors, Litigants and Bank- 
rupts. From these, or from other motives, he seems to have embraced 
the Defence of the Brigadier-General with a zeal and energy worthy 
of a better cause. At the same time, he has been betrayed into an 
a6l of illegality and violence incompatible with the duties of a Coun- 
sellor or of an Attorney-General. With the unanimous approbation 
of the New Council, to whom I have submitted the particulars, I hat^ 
been under the painful necessity of superseding Mr. Gloster from his 
duties as a Crown Lawyer, until your Lordship's pleasure shall be 
communicated on the subjeft. 

It is so much my wish to bury in oblivion all animosities connefled 

with the conduct of B. G. Piflon, as far as relates to his Supporters 

. and Adherents, that Mr. Gloster would of course have remained in 

quiet possession of his Office, until your Lordship had pronounced 
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iipcm bk eondod ; bttt hts open reMtanoe to the &tA power } hi* 
adhering to the Proclamations and Proceedings of Council of the l7th 
of April and of the 3d and 6th of Jone, together with bis exertions to 
exeite distarbanoe among every Claas and Colour in this Colony, and 
hia refusal to attend in Council, or to perform his Pnblic Duties^ ap<>- 
pear incompatible with the condod and charader of Attomef-<> 
General. 

The Proceedings of the Alcaldes, Messrs. Black and St. P6, con-- 
tinue to insult the King> Aothority, and to endanger the police and 
safety of the Towrn and Colony, insomuch, that they sttll resiat the 
Deputy Alguajstt Mayor, Mr. Montez, who waa appointed irr Mr« 
Adderley ; thus endeavouring to produce disturbance and conrnsion^ 
by depriving the Community of the ordinary means of regulation and 
prote^ion. • 

These Alcaldes, and the Cabildo, with the same views> as I presume, 
opposed the Chevalier de la Sauv agere as Intendant of Police, althot^h 
he was named to that OfBce by Sir Ralph Abercromby, and confirmed 
by B. G. Pidon^ It is my duly, however, to support him and Mr. 
Adderley's Deputy in the discharge of their respedive charges, SO 
essential to the sirfety of the Town. If these Alcmdes, and any other 
Members of the Cabildo, such as Mr. Begorrai, should persist in out- 
raging the King's Authority, I shall submit their conduct to the 
Gounci?, and adopt such measures, by iuapen^n or otherwise^ as shall 
i^pear necessary for the public safety. 

it is understood that Captain Mann, of the Royal Artillery, who 
commands the Sea Fort, gave orders to the Artillerymen in that Forf, 
on the 6th of June, to prepare the guns, and to be ready to resist and 
fire upon me, in the event of receiving Orders to that eflfe<ft. It ap- 
pears to several persons essentia), that he should be tried by a Coort- 
Martial, in order to ascertain whether Officera may with impunity 
issue and execute such Orders. 

Being unwilling, however, to atk>pt any meaaure which might tfenrf 
to prolong animosities, I have hitherto abstained from taking any steps 
xiti this subject. 

Your Lordship may be assured that I shall continue to refrain from, 
every a<5l of rigour, in every instance where lenity and conciliatiort cnh 
be 'adopted ; but in cases of open resistance, or of aS.B tending to iaw 
mediate disturbance, and overthrow of ptJbKc safety and authority, I 
will not hesitate to take upon myself any unavoidable responsibility that 
the m^gency of the occasion may require. Among the many uncom- 
fevtable circumstances which have occurred to me, it affords me great 
satisfaction that the present Council seem ready to concur in promoting^ 
every measure direded by your Lordship, or conne<fted with the im* 
pdvement of the Island. Colonel Rutherfurd is far advanced m the 
operi^ons necessary to eMrry into effedi your intetaitions foi^ clearing 
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4he Caron6, and forming a jun^on between that river and the Oro* 
pucbe. Many other obje<3s of public utility are already inyestigated^ 
and ready to be stated in the Report. 

In the meanwhile, I shall only mentiott, -that my endeavours to pro- 
mote the efficient coHedion of the Three and a Half per cent. Duty^ 
were all along seconded by the exertions of Mr. Collin, the Treasurer j 
but various secret obstacles were constantly opposed, and it seems in- 
tentionally to have been sufFered to diminish in its amount. Fortu- 
nately, however, the present G^uncil join with me in giying full efFe<Sl 
to the Orders of Government on 4:hat subje<Sl. We have passed a Re- 
lation in Council, obliging all Masters of Vessels to produce their 
Manifests and Invoices to the Tre^urer, and an Inspedor is to be ap- 
poinled/to visit all American, and other ships, and to enforce a botia 
jfide colle£lion of the Duties. . As many of the Merchants express dis- 
approbation of the TaK, I have told them, that any Statements they 
*mi^ think proper to present, will be submitted to your Lordship ; but 
^that the Three and a Half per cent* appears, if equaUy and fairly col- 
\e&ed, to have many advantages over any ii^tber likely to be dubsti* 
.tuted in its place. 

Before I conclude, allow roe to trespass on your Lordship*s patience 
.with some observations on the Minutes. of Council which have passed 
•since the 24th March, the last day on which I attended the Council. 
All public dispatches, except those which I personally obtained at 
Barbadoes, and all documents of. the Commission and Council^ excej^ 
Proclamations and proceedings of public notoriety, have been carefully 
with-held from me. Indirect informations respedling many circum- 
stances, were communicated to me by my frienas, during my absence, 
^nd enabled me to state the extraordinary incidents which occurred 
^ince that period, and wiiich form a part of my Correspondence with 
•General Grinfield and Commodore Hood. 

On Saturday last, for the first time since my return, I had a meet- 
jing with the Cabildo, on the subject of re-instating Mr. De Castro 
in his office of Regidor, and Mr. Montez as Peputy Alguazil Mayor, 
appointed by Mr. Adderiey. An AA of the Cabildo was then re^ 
Ju6lantly produced, on my application for all Papers respecting Mr. 
De Castro since my departure : this Document contained the gross*' 
est misrepresentation of my condudl on the 28th March, when I 
waited on Mr. Black, to inquire respe(9ting the confinement of Mr. 
:De Castro. 

The declarations of Mr. Black and Mr. St. P6 are refuted by the 
Affidavits of Mr. Adderiey, Mr. Burke, Mr. HiU, Mr. Mackenzie, 
«nd Mr. Vint, who were present. But as this accusation has not only 
been concealed from me, but transmitted to your Lordship, it could 
liardly fail to produce impressions on your mind, if it remained un^ 
answered. The objed of the mis-statemept seems to b^ with th$ 
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view of exhibiting me as a charad^er no less ill regulated and ungovern- 
able than my opponent. 

The conclu<5l of Mr, Black and Mr. St. P6, in uttering so perverted 
a declaration, will be exposed to your Lordship's reprehension by the 
testimony of Mr. Adderley ; but the proceedings of a Public Body, like 
the Cabildo, in transmitting false accusations of a person in an official 
situation, from whom they cpncealed all knowledge for three months 
that such a Document existed, will sufficiently explain to your Lord* 
ship the judicial principles on which the Members of that Corpora* 
tion ti&. 

The knowledge of this fa6t, led me to investigate the proceedings 
entered on the Minutes of Council since my departure, which I had 
no opportunity of consulting till yesterday. The mass of insolent and 
unvarnished falsehoods which appear on those Records, is so volumi^ 
nous, that it is impossible for me to answer, • or even to recapitulirte 
them, by this Dispatch. Mr. Adderley was preseijt, and is intimately 
acquainted with all the transa^ions in which I had any concern in 
this Island : he will tell your Lordship, that the declaration of Mr. 
Woodyear, is fidlion from, the beginning to the end. 

The inve<9ive of B. G. Pi<5ton describes his own character, and has 
no more resemblance to my modes of aAing, or of expressing myself, 
than Mr. Gloster^s assertion, that my obyeS is to reduce this Colony 
to the situation of St. .Domingo« , The concealment of these fallacies, 
has, of course, subjected me to the operation of such a combina- 
tion for a time. Your Lordship shall receive a detailed exposition of 
every ^se assertion^ and Commodore Hood will lament that ever he 
allowed bis ch^ra6ter to be degraded by the machinations of B. O. 
Pinion, and some of his coadjutors. In the meanwhile, as the ship 
which is to carry this Letter cannot be atiy longer detained, I must 
entreat that your Lordship will be assured, that if I thought myself 
capable of one of the base sentimaEits, or evil ads, imputed to me by 
B. G. Pi6ton, Mr. Woodyear, and Mr. Gloster, I should hold myself 
unworthy of any situation in civilized society. 

It is impossible for me to express the sorrow which I felt, on learning 
the melancholy intimation which awaited Mr. Adderley on his ar* 
rival. 

I sincerely hope and trust that he has borne this severe misfortune 
without injury to his health. I venture, to assure your Lordship, that 
whatever arrangements you ipay form for the Government of Trini^ 
dad, it will be of great utility to the Public Service, and a matter of 
much satisfadion to those who are interested in giving e{fe& to your 
Lordship*s Instrudlions^ if you send out Mr. Adderley in an efficient 
and confidential employment. Unless you apjpoint men of his de- 
scription, on whom you may place unqualified reliance, both as to 
principles and intentions^ as well as to vigour and ability, there will 
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be a instant attempt to defeat your Lordsbip^a expeditions, by auu 
chination and counteradlion, on tlie part of the few, but desperate ad« 
hereot^ of B. 6. Pidlon, and his lawless system of abuse and violence. 

TUU ratter will be,delivered by Sir Jjimes Bontein,, n maa of exoek 
fenl abilities, conQitiatory manners, apd very general acquaintance with 
tl)e tffatr^ of he West Indies and of this Island. He was employed 
m public situations m Martinique, while under the English Govera- 
mont ; and on my late visit at St. Pierre's, it gave me a high estifoa^ 
tioa for Sir James Bontein, to observe the warm terms of gratitude 
and regard which many of the French expressed for the conduA whiclv 
lue held, and the kindness he 1^ conferred on them while ofEciidly 
employed. He w«& in habits of intimate ac(yiaintance with B. G. 
Pidon, favourably inclined to Commodore Hood, and conne<Sted with 
Mr.Nihei: so^ that your lord^ip wilL revive from him a moderate 
wod linbtftsied stAteniient. 

I sl:^l b9 hsf^py to l^ym that he has been enabled to ep^laiu to yout 
Lordship's sati^a^ion^ the various misrepresentations which have so re^ 
cesUy cone io my knowledge, lu^ to every one of which I shall gim 
a specific refutation* If any employment occurs, to induce Sir James 
to retiorn speedify to this Qokmy iroder your liOrdsbip's patrona^ it 
viiDr afficmt great pleast^re to me, ajdd those who wish, to see; wi^ and 
9Qlalacy regulatioius Qondu(3^ widi moderation and ability* 

I have the Honour to be, with 8T^ isespeft^ and* with ntanj 
apolb^es for this hasty produftioiv 

Tour Lordship*S most faithftd and obedient Servant,. 



No. LXXV: 

' Stalemertt hy- Mr^ Woody ear,, entered wt the- A&ntiesi 

Governor Picton having presented a Statement from Mr. "Woodl- 
jsear, desired the Cfeifk of the Council to read the same, it being moved 
and seconded that the same be received and entered on. the Minutes 
of this Board ; a copy o£ which is annexed^ marked B*. 

^ It H t6 be ohservtd Aat tbis. Stateaitnt^ lalt i8-oi4)M> ^««§ brofght forwavd b^CoI. 
Piaon and entered on the MinuieaA as prepa)C&tor]( to bis Addr^s to t£e Council^ and ap- 
pears to bave beea framed for tbe occasion. 

, B. Statd^ 
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B. Siatetnmt of F^s^ 

In consequence of a variety of occurrences, since the Commission 
for the Gr6vemment of this Colony has been opened, I think it a duty 
I owe to General Pi6lon and myself to state, tp the best of my judg- 
ment, every particular circumstance which I conceived to have led to, 
and accompanied them. 

Before I say a word of What has happened since the arrival of Colo-* 
nel Fnllarton, I think it right to remark, that I observed, with much 
concern, rile existence in his mind of th^ n/iost rooted prejudice againsi 
ike ckaraRer of General PiStony during our passage from England in 
ike Ulysses : I did Hot colle<3: the faft from any confidential commu- 
nication, but from whispers and insinuations; and I discovered that 
there was a great misconceptioA amongst my fellow travellers, of the 
aAual and rdatire situation of the Colonel and his Colleagues. He 
was considered to be, defaSlo, the Governor of Trinidad, and the t\v6 
Gentlemen joined with him, were regarded as mere ajphers *. Fromf 
the nature of my situattom^ bring independent of any or^e Commissioner, 
^nd feeling myself incapable of unworthily tending my (sub silenfioj 
«nfliort to an error, I openly avowed the truth, and described the 
Rrst Cornmissioner in the real chara<^er in which I construed it to be 
the intention of His Majesty to consider him. This, together with 
the indisposition I shewed of entering into the calumnious cabal 
^kgainst General Pnfton's reputation, obtained for me the determined 
enmity of the Wrst Cornmissioner. Thus biassed, the sequel of his 
conduA is not to me a matter of much astonishment. 

I come now to the arrival of CSokwiel Pallarton in this Island, 6n the 
3d of January last ; on which day he was sworn in as First Commis- 
«oner. From that period, he has betrayed a total absence of confi- 
dence in General R6ton, by uniformly a<5ting, in all matters of a pub- 
lic nature, without communicating with him, although he has beeil 
constantly full of professions, expressive of the high sense he enter- 
tained of hi* cham6la-.— He has been passing the most fulsome eti- 
comiums on the Grcneral (who nobly rejected them), avowing appro* 
bation of his condudl during his administriation in this Colony ; whilst, 
by his aflions and intriguing condu^, he was doing away the etFe<5ts 
of former firm and salutary measures^, by countera6ling them in every 
possible way which clricane, andta specious philanthropy, could devise/ 

In short, the professions and conduA of Colonel Fullarton have 
been in eternal warfare with each other : a very early instance of this 
i can adduce. 

A few days after our arrival in this Island, Colonel Fullarton was of 
opinion, that it would be proper to continue in force all the existing 
Laws and Usages of the Colony until farther notice ; in which senti- 

* This fabricntion #^ ccmtrivcd for the pai;pose of prodocing jealoo&y mi ^ietiation oft 
the mind of Commodore Hood^ who, uufortanatelj, wasoot impenrious to such artifices. 
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ment General Pi<5ton acquiesced : I was (fire^led to consoU ^tth 
Mr. Gloster, the Attorney-General, upon the proper form of Procla- 
mation to be issued for the above purpose. This having been pre- 
pared, I submitted the rough draft of it to the two Commissioners for 
their approbation. I then drew out a fair copy of the Instrument, 
which, having received their Excellencies* signatures in Council, it 
became in course my duty, as Secretary, to give it publicity without 
loss of time. It was, therefore, immediately given to the Printer to 
prepare a sufficient number of Copies to be distributed^ and to cause it 
to DC inserted in the Gazette. From having been formerly in an 
official situation, I diredled^ as a matter of course, that the proof-^heet 
should be brought to me, before any others were struck off. In the 
interim. Colonel FuUarton had given the same direiSlions to the Prin- 
ter through his Private Secretary ^ Mr. Barke, without intimating it to 
me. The next morning early, a cppy of the Proclamation was 
brought to me : having examined and approved of it, and being igno^ 
rant that any private instructions had been given to the Printer^ I told 
the bearer of it, ^^ that it was corred, but that, as his master had 
made a written query at the bottom of the sheet, of how m^ny copies 
are to be made of it, he should tell him not to procei^d till further 
notice." The Printer, however, did not attend to this, but imme* 
diately made public many copies in different parts of the Town. I 
shortly after was informed by Colonel Fullarton, in the presenoeof the 
Attorney-Greneral, that he had changed his opinion on the subje<^ of 
publishing his Proclamation, alledging for reason, that Commodore 
Hood*s signature should be to it, and that he should send it to Bar- 
badoes for that purpose ; but it since appears, that no conununication 
was ever made to the Commodore upon this subje<5l. He then added,, 
that he had given orders that all . the Copies should be torn down. 
This was done without communicating his intentions to Greneral Pidioa^ 
Notwithstanding this proof of a want of candour on the part of the 
First Commissioner, General Pi<Son continued to shew every disposition 
to co-operate with him for the Public Service : at length, by repeated and 
aggravated negle<9 of Aim, in capacity of one of His Majesty*s Repre- 
sentatives, the General was under the disagreeable necessity of re- 
monstrating in strong terms upon the assumptidn by Colonel FuUar- 
ton, of the whole of the Executive Power in the Colony, without con- 
sulting with him as a Colleague. Here followed an explanation, and 
an assurance by Colonel Fullarton, of his intention of observing a dif- 
ferent line of condudl in future : with this the General was satisfied ;^ 
but very soon it appeared that all was but profession, for almost every 
succeecung day evinced fresh instances of similar miscondu6l. The 
laws were made subservient to the will of the First Commissioner ; 
the authority of the Magistrates was brought into contempt, and the 
Police of the Colony necessarily weakened. A sad reverse 1 which 
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was seen b^ every good stA|$e£^ with a mbBtime of honest rndtgoation, 
and ^m apprehension of . the de8tru<%ire consfsquenices it might produce 
in a Cok>ny, consisting! of such a mixed population as this is *./ 

(Signed) Josbph M. Woobyearv 

Trinidad, Port of Spain, March 31, 1803. 



No. LXXVI. 

Letter from Hector Mackenzie, Esq. Secretary to the Surveyor 
GeneraVs Department, oi to Mr. WoodyearV Statement ofFaSU. . * 

SIR, • - Pari i^ Spain, My Ift 1805. 

I HAB the honour or receiving this day your Excellency's Letter 
by Mr. Hill, reauesting to know, whether, when on board the Ulysses, 
in the passage rrom Portsmouth to Trinidad, I ever heard you, or any 
one conneAed with you, utter a word that tended diredtly or indiredlly 
to refieiSi on the charaAer or <!ondtKft of €renerat Pinion ; or whether, 
by any a6t or expression of yours, there was the slightest occasion for 
tne ex traordma^ assertions contained in Mr. Wbolyear^s Statement 
entered on the Minutes of Council Mardi 3l8t, wmch you did me 
the hcmour to sulMnit to my consideration. 

> In answer to yoi}r Excell^icy, I can only say, that irom the time 
of my embarking in the Ulysses, at Portsmouth, until our arrival at 
Trinidad, I do declare that I do not recollect having ^ver heard 
you, or any of your family, mention the name of General Fi6lon» 

* The fallades contained in this gross ndd-statemenV ' are Mfy cdnferadided, Tetra Aed^ 
and apologised for, by Mr. Woo^ear himself, as appears frooi his Examination before the 
Trinidad Coondl, July 13, 1803. Cobnej FuUarton has repeatedly applied to the Colonial 
Departbaent and to the Privy Council, for Copies of these Docnments, which shall be in- 
serted as soon as he receives them. In the meanwhile it is necessary K> mention-, that Mr^ 
Woodyear had the temerity to circulate a report respeding Mn Addington having per- 
mitted him to purchase his Office of Secretary to the Conomission. Conceiving this to be 
a calumny of a Serious nature^ C<donel Fullarton pressed him hard upon the subjed ia 
Council, and deteded his having attempted to convey an impression that this fabrication had 
originated with Colonel Fullarton. He referred to Mr. fiegorrat as hi» informer : Colonet 
Fullanoo summoned Mr. B^rrat before the Council, to answer to the fads alledged : he 
pretended to be indisposed, tn^ the country, Imt transmitted a Letter, disavowing any per- 
sonal imowledge of the particulars in question. — Colonel FuUarton was determined not to 
i^ve a single fallacy undetede3 on record, but his departure two days afterwards rendered 
it impossible for him to proceed farther in the investigation. It is taken for granted*, 
that Mr. Woodyear had made this the tufajed of a Communication to the Chanc^or of 
Exchequer, as he formally announced to Mr. Adderley, for Colonel Fullarton's information,, 
that he corresponded with Mr. Addington, and transmitted to him Accounts of Colonel Ful- 
larton'scondud, with his own remarks. It is not probable, however, that he has furnished any 
of His Majesty*s Ministera with his Recantation on these subjeds^ entered on the Minutes, 
of Council 
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On the contrary, eveiy thing that related to the Commissiosi seemed 
to be oarefblly aroidea in all jonr conversatian. And I must further 
^edare^. that during that pirasage^ every tbiqg I taw or beard of yoiir. 
£xpeVeiM>y» ov family, wai, such as to excite in my breast sentiments 
of respe6l and admiration, that I trust will never be effacedf whicht. 
if I know my own heart, would not be the casfe, had Mr. Wood- 
year's Statement been a ^^ statemfifttof fa6ls." 
I have the Honour to be. 

Your JExccllenc/e most obedient Servant, 

Hector Mackenzie. 
51? ffis Excelleney Colonel Putiartony bic. &fc. i^c. 



No,I^XVIt 

^nie DeclarutioH ^ Brigcul^MaJor t^sm, July U, 1.803^ resp^ing, 
M-, Woody ear*^ Suuwient of ra&^ ♦., , . 

BaiaABE^^MAJoa Lswxa was diealred to atteiid the OmncU t smd 
Colonel FoUavton put to him th« foUowtOg que^ons : . . 

Did not you sail in company with om^nd other perseoa attac^ied toi 
1^ Commission, od board Hia M^e3ty*s ahip Ulyaaes^ from Ports- 
xnouth ta Trinidad i 

-^AwM/cr.*— .yes. 

In the course of tbeiNwaM, oar ait «ny period* did you ever heai^ 
me, or any person connecfted with me, express a single word, direflly 
or indireiray, lodicattngr ajEiy thing diffi^petSfaful to the cbara^Ser of 
B. O. PiAon ; or any whispers, insinuations, or other mode of com- 
munication whatever^ jshQwing the existence in my mind of any in- 
ilisposition towards, or prejudice against, .B. Q, PAion i 

Jfnswer. — ^No ; I ne^mr did. 

Sworn to before the Council, this 11th Jaly> 1808, in my pre- 
aence^ 

GvEO^ Umwin, 

Deputy Ckxk «£ the CouociL 

* Mr. LewUf was intlmatelj connected witb B. 6, Pldon^ and lived at bis house in 
Ifoxi, of Sjpaiiu 
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No. Lxxvnr. 

Letter from W. King, Esq. First Lieutenant of ITis Majesty's Sfup 
8l!t Port of Spwiy Jtdy 1-4, I803. 

r HA0 the Hcmouf to feceive your Letter thfe dkjf relative to Ilfr. 
Woodyear*^8 Statement of Pa6l» at the 3 raft of Mdrch^ eMered m di« 
Minutes of Council of this fclandy which t hkv^ careftilly pem^ed^ 
and not with a little astonishment, fo dm\Ver td which t hM% to My^ 
relative to the calunmious c^bal stated SO have €iX^eA Ofi boafd I^ 
M^esty'is ship Ulysses, on her passage fmra Bi)gtatid> agaiitse Geneva* 
Fiflon, Of any other person connected with yott hi thcOovem-» 
ment of this CJokmy,. thaC 1 d^eJare, I never heard m e^pemo^y 
(^hat I can remember), eitfter from* ^fon or tfdy pfc^sdn it all coBa0(9ed 
with you^ on thfe subyeJEI, direAly or iftdireftly. And i« is mj opi»io% 
Md any mcit* cabal existed oh board, I cart^irAy muM harte iMd sotne 
knowledge of it, either frow some cfccuwistattce^ or dnotiier. 
I have the Honour to b«. 

Your Exedlene/s' rhcsa ti^edk^tit* SeiTMt, 

1h His Exceftency Cdl&nel FUltitrtm, 
Ms Maiesty*s First Commissicmer. 



Letter from Cdlonef Riitherford, Surveyor Qenetaly respe^ing Mr^ 

Woody ear'^ StdtefnenK 

SIR, - . -- Port of Spain, July IQ, 1803. 

I have just had the Ebnour of receiving your Letter of this day V 
4late. In answer to which I beg leave to observe, that I cannot recall 
to my recolletfUon, that ever the name of General Pidtpn was men- 
tioned with dfeft-espei^ dn boa^ of the Ulysses,- oi* efse\th«rfe ; on the 
contrary, it appeared' to ht-n aubje^ which you cautiously avoided. 
Nor do I know any part of your condu6l^ or that of your family,, 
that docs not rcile\!t honour upon both. 

I hire the Hendar terbey 
YoufEKceltoiey^amoalobedifiitft* bumble Servaa^ . 

♦The absence of C^tain Cidlombiiiefrom Poi-tof ^Jwrhr, at die time bf CrfOnef Ai^ 
hftotf 8 eiDto^atkM for Burops', pr^imtea Btt^MMkiSag A IMM t)MM»a(iMi fomtlMti 

No.LXXXL 
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No. LXXX. 
Letter from. Mp^of WUHamson, Commissary of PopulatioH. 

SIA/ ^ • London, May 1%, 1804. 

. I HAVE to ^ckojbwledge the honour of your letter of this morn- 
ing, enjdosing ^ copy of Mr. Woodyear's Statement entered on the 
Minutes of Council lU; Trinidad, in March 1 803, the contents of 
which aatonish me* X had the honour to sail with you in the Ulysses 
from from St. Helens to Trinidad, and most solemnly declare, that 
during the whole passage, or on shore at the differpnt Islands we- 
touched at, I never heard you utter, whisper or insinuate^ one word 
disrespectful or derogatory to the charaCler of General JPiClpn ; nor 
did I perceive th^t any prejudice ag^fist the General existed, either 
in your n^ind,. or in the minds of. those conneded with you. 
^ I further declare, thjat I nevf r knew or heard of the existence of 
any cQlumnifiiJ^ cfil^at ^inst Qeneral Pidlon, op l)oard the Ulysses/ 
and that the whole is a n6iion; and the nnere creation of Mr. Wood- 
year's fancy. I beg leave to add, that in conversations with Mr. 
Wopdyear,. we have frequently expressed to each other our surprize 
at your constantly avoiding all communication respe6ting the nefm 
Commission or the former Government of Trinidad. 

I have the Honour to be^with the highest reape<5t, 

8IH, 

Yoij^Inc^ofet. obedient humble Servant, 

'. Thomas WiLLiAMsoK. 
Colonel Ttdtarton^ ^c. &c. &c. " 



No.LXXil.; .; . . ,^. . ' , 

"^Letter from J. F. Burke, Esq. Assistant Secrefary to the Commission 

, of Government. ., ■ , 

SIR, Ltmdm, M^ 13« 1804. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Note of 
yesterday^s date, enclosing a eopy of Mr^ Woodyear^s Statement, en- 
tered on the THnidad Minutes of Council in March 1803. In answer, 
J beg leave to state, that I have, with as much care ^ s, astonishmeDt, 
perused it, and I deem it to be not a statement of £a^, but 9 masa 
of falsehood : I have moreover to assert, whidh I do sa the moat so« 
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lemn way, that daring the passage, I never heard one sylbble fi^ from 
yoof fipSy or from any other person conne6led with you, at all nffe&* 
ing, dir^h or otherwise,^ General Pidon's oondtK):. Mr. Wood^ 
year alone dares to coaple your name with whispers aiKl insimiations. 
I likewise declare, that any conversation relative to the Onnmisaton, 
was as little entered upon by the passengers oil board the Ulyftses^ as 
it aeemed to be caatiously avoided by you. 

I have the Honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

J. F. BUAKB, 

Colonel Fullartony Csfc. &c. i^c. 



No.LXXXIL 

Copy of Brigadier -^General Pi6lottV Address to the Council^ entered on 
the Minutes of Council on Thursday^ the lAth day of Aprils 1803. 

GBNTLBMBN, 

Whjin this Island capitulated to His Mqesty's Arms^ tlM GoHm^ 
ment of it was no objed of intrigue : there was no Officer who 
appHed for it ; no one i^ewed a disposttion to accept of it, and I was 
no Volunteer *. 

The yeat and celebrated OflSoerf* who put so glorious a period to a 
life of entn^ devotion to his Country, and of true and tuunixed pa- 
triotism, on the plains of Alexandria, thought he saw in me the zesX 
adivity and talents necessary for a command generally regarded as a 
forlorn hope. I was not consulted ; it was imposed on me as a matter 

* Note by Cokmd FMarHn, — Thit QovenuseDt of TrtaUsd^ dios^ sot accepted hy 
die Hopoorabk Colonel Hope, for whom Sir R. Abencromby was suppoied to bave ii^ 
tended It, was a most desirable objed for Major Pidoo> and as such obtaioed for him by 
Brigadier-Geoeral Frederick Maitlaad, his particubr frieod, who occupied a ^nfideorial 
situation with Sir R. Abercromby, to whom it was used as a strong argument* hi favour 
of Major Vidi<m, thut he could speak th^ Spanish langm^^j so advantage nunj OfSoers 
superior to him in other respeds, did not possess. 

t This gneat and meritorious Officer, was no less celebrated for his humanity tkm for his 
bravery : bad he perceived in Major Pidon, the cruel, and oppressive disposition which 
afterwards marked his Government, the command of Trinidad, stated by him to have been 
a foflom hope, would never have been conferred upon him : notwithstanding he assumes as 
a fw^, that Sir R. Abercromby saw in him zed, alacrity, and talents, fitted for so ardu- 
ous an undertaking, which he statef, was imposed upon him, as a matter of duty. Had thoso 
orders to which he required implicit obecKence, breathed the same benevolent spirit 
whicb the regvdatiODs of hb excellent Commandtsr evinced. Colonel Pidon might, indee(!, 
puw botet of hatinf enforced them with all bis powsr and abifity. 
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of duty, and as a Soldier I obeyed, without canvassing the orderaof my 
Superior : I paid the same implicit obedience to his orders, that I have 
ever exa6led to my own. 

. I was left with a weak, i)l<-composed Garrison, scarcely amounting 
to 700 men capable of taking the field, and the m^ority even of those 
were Germans and Blacks : the Island contained above aooo Men of 
Colour, all irreconcilable enemies to His Majesty's Government, and 
Refugees from the different insurged Islands, where they had borne 
arms. To these may be added, about 1000 Foreigners of all nations, 
nearly in the same predicament. I had no fortified post ; no point of 
strength to retire to. I was left in a wide, open Town, surrounded by 
enemies, to my own energy and resources. The Germans of . Hom- 
pesch's Regiment (the principal part of my efFe<3ive Forces), deserted 
in bands, carrying off their arms and ammunition, in search of an 
enemy ; and atrocities, of a nature to unite every one against us, were 
at the same time committed upon the Inhabitants by a Garrison more 
fonnidable to its friends than enemies*. 

The means necessary to repress and correal these disorders,^ were 
applied with proipptness and vigour ; and the timely sacrifice of a few 
individuals taken Jfagrante delMOj preserved the lives and properties 
of thousands -^. Those who know any thing of Military History and 
the usages of War, will not be at a loss for a thousand instances, 
where prompt immediate examples were applied to remedy what £he 
slow oper2(tion of the Law could niever have efFeded : I was left as in a 
Camp surrounded with en^nies, and the: severities I applied were ftdly 
authorized by my situation and circumstances. 

My Garrison in a short time was reduced by death and desertion to 
498 men capable of bearing arms, and of them, only ^tbO/wtre British 
Soldiers ; and every means, as will appear by the Governor-Generdl of 
Carraca's Proclamation, were employed to . aedoos satd corhipt them ; 
small vessels were hired by the Spanish Government td carry them off, 
and to the number of twenty had deserted in one night. A plan was 
tbrmed by the Governor of Cumana, to attack us with our own Forces, 
and the Brigands from aH the different Islands wire colle6ting on the 
opposite Coast of the Gulf^ to correspond with their numerous 
friends .in the Island, aud to co operate with the Deserters, who 
had formed into a regular Corps. We drew near to a critical mo- 

* Ao/f ly Colonel Pullar ton. — In this account of Iiis Garrbon, Colond Pi^on B&€t$ 
to use the lacguage of Sir R. Abercromby in Ireland—" A force njore formidable to its 
friends than Its enemies i'* but did that resptdable Oi£cer conceive himself eniiUed« froi)/ 
this opinion, to hang, burn, and destroy, in deiSancc of every legal form, and by his owo 
authority alone ? 

f It requires to be exphuned, what influence could be produced ia repressing^ the de- 
sertion of German Soldiers, and enforcing discipline by torturing helpless wcraen aud 
children, or by mutilating, hanging, and burning alive,, wretches under suspidfoi^ of 
witchcraft, ^ 
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menti the delay of a feur days might have been flU:al to us. ThAiHI 
learned that the Mulatto General, Belgard, had arrived at Gloria, to 
put himself at their head« Weak, and wretched as the Grarrison was^ 
I determined immediately to disperse them/. and for that purpose em^ 
barked a detachment of an hundred men, under an inteltigent^ . ai6tiv€^ 
Pfficer, who, finding them dispersed, easily succeeded in Rearing the 
whole Country. I was convinced, that our safety depended upon otur 
being able to keep the Enemy in continual alarm ; I therefore succes- 
sively -attacked them at Guiria, Point-a-Pierre, Larupana, Rio Caribe 
on the River Guarapiche, and on the River Oronooque, and kept the 
ne^hbouring Powers in such general alarm, that the Govempient had 
no time to think of any offensive operations against us "i^. 

After six years continued stru^le, with circumstances highly un- 
favourable^ I had the satisfaction to deliver fl|^h^ Colony, on the) 
4th of January 1803, to the Commissioner appomted by His Majesty 
for its future eovemmeat, enjoying a high degree of prosperity, tran- 
quillity and sp^odour ; increased in population, riches and agriculture, 
beyond what could be rea^oably e&pe(^ed from the circumstances of 
the times*|-. ^ 

. The Dispatches of Sir Ralph Abercromby, and those of all the Gene-i^ 
ral OfBoers who have eonlmanded in chief in this Countiy during tbd 
War, will liable His M&jesty's Ministers to determine whether I have 
deserved well of my Country or not. , 

The First Commissioner, Colonel FuUarton, was received by me on 
the 4th of January, with that high respe6l I always pay to His Ma- 
jesty's Commission ; and, having no obje(St in view but the promoting 

* Note hy Colonel F^/^r /on,— The Grovernor- General of Carraca's Proclamation is 
well known to have originated from Colonel Pidon's attempts to corrupt the inhabitants 
on the Main, whom he afterwards deserted, and left to the mercy of their offended Go- 
vernment, who put to death a number of them, and offered a reward for the head of Co- 
4oiiel Pidon. He got poaesaioQ of one of these advertisements, and ia stated to have re* 
printed and circulated « number, with the view of adding to his military fame ) and in the 
Address of his Partisans^ upon voting him a Sword, this is brought forward in the fol- 
lowing words : — " You obtained from your enemies the greatest eulogium that can be 
bestowed on a Military Chief— a Proclamation setting a price upon your head, for they 
were wdl convinced that while you lived and governed Trinidad, but faint hopes could 
be entertained' of its being recovered by the Combined Enemies of Great Britain.** It is^ 
however, worthy of observation, that no attack was made upon the Island during the 
command of Colonel Pidon, who is denominated its Saviour. 

+ Afier six years struggle with miheard of difficulties, such as Colonel Pidon describes, 
if the Colony was in a stale of such prosperity, tranquillity, and splendour, when tlie 
Commission was appointed, it surely must be matter of regret, that any change shonid 
ihave taken place as to the person who had been so efficient an instruuaeoc in producing 
these beneficial efFeds. 

One Commander-in-Chief is generally understood to have convc)Td orders to Colonel 
Pidon, after the execution of the artillery soldier, Hugh Gallagher, without any foiin of 
^trial-^that no aenttoce of death was to be carried iuto<fffisd, without being reviacd by the 
Commander-in-Cfoifi^ 

Z 2 His 
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His Maje8ty*8 Servicei md |tving the First GcMlimisaioMr Cfedit fot 
the same motiveB, I trusted uiere could be Kttle danger of our not co* 
epet^ting zealously to forward the views of ^Gorarninent* I haw no 
guile or deceit in my own, heart, and I am not prone to mspeA tlie 
existence of such qualities in that of another. 

The First Commissioner began by overwhelming me with flattery; 
admiration, and repeated assurances of a fixed determination to pwauci 
the same measures, which he was pleased to si^, bad so completeiy 
tucoeeded under me. I was disposed to give him full credit for sin- 
eerity, and was prepared to co-operate with every degree of candour 
and cordiality : I was not ambitious of governing, and continued 
merely in compliance with His Majesty's Commands. All I wished 
was, to see affiiirs condud^ed with prudence and wisdom, so as to en* 
sure the peace and tranquillity of the Country ; and I had begmi- to 
indulge in an agreeable dream, but the delusion was of ^hort duration. 
I was without suspicion, and little aware of the false ch«ra^]er I had to 
deal with. — ^He came with hostile intentions, whidi hecooM not loaf 
conceal with all his cunning and duplicity : he bcMn by assembling 
round him all that was despicable and disreputable in thf Col6nyi 
every lost oharadler of bankrupt, fortune and reputation, wlime evimea 
knd dishonesty had called down upon him the animadversion of pabiie 
justice during ^my Government, was solicited by the First Cefoamis* 
sioner as his Adviser^ to the exclusion of every raspedaUe, hononrabta 
Chara6ler who had laboured with me during six years of critical 
danger, to preserve the Colony, and support His ftujesty's Govern- 
ment. 

Notorious charaflers, French People of Colour, who had left the 
Island from a hostile disposition, to His Majesty's Grovemment, were 
invited to return without my knowledge. Every low means of calum- 
niating my charadler and conduct, were employed and encouraged by 
the First Commissioner. The Ma£;istrates and Commandants of Qvaa^ 
ters were vexatiously and illegally mterfered with ; the Police was ^n» 
tirely overturned, and the Colony brought to the very brink of ruin ; 
all distin^ton had been confounded, and the People of Colour, wbo 
from interest and experience were attached to His Majesty's Govem*- 
ment, became suddenly exalted by his indecent condui?[. 

You cannot be ignorant. Gentlemen, that a dark mulatto was placed^ 
by the First Commissioner, to sit alongside of a Brigadier -General in 
His Majesty's Service, the Baron de Montalembert ♦, and the know* 
ledge of so extraordinary a phenomenon calculated to exalt the fervid 
imaginations of this numerous and restless class, propagated itself with 
eleahcal rapidity throughout the Island. 

* Note hy Colond FulUtrton. — lo refutation of this assertion, it is only necsisary to Mid 
ttie annexed Copy of a Letter on the subjeA^ from Baron de Montalembert. 

You 



Digitized by 



Google 



1* 

Ym JccuMr» QeMtaMo, Idtt mj duty ; I MMrtobted, temomtntaif 
oppoMd, hot to no purpose. It pleasad the Lord at Icogth to termi* 
nate the misery and alarm of the Colony tnr thQ arrival of the lliird 
GoimnMiofier, CkMnmodore Hood, whoea honourable, wise^ and de« 
cided copdudt coititiee htm to out* gratitude and admiration. 

Having no hopes left, no frosjKA of betag able to carry on his ma-- 
ohioations and projeids, the First Commissi^ftCT became furious from 
disappointed avarice and ambition ; and wmitaog forth that scandaloua 
Hbel which Iiaa drawn upon him the indignation of every honest re^ 
spedtable Inhabitant of the Colony, he has made an ostentatious enu* 
ttieration of what he calls a^a of tymnny, cruelty and oppression^ 
which were aAually no more than the usual and customary animad- 
versions of the Laws upon irregular and' criminal actions, mode* 
rately applied by the legitimate Magistrates for the support of order^ 
r^nlarity and government. He has descended into his own heart 
for motivea which have no other local existence, except in the rank 
9oil whieh aboumts in &fety poisonous produ<Slion. He has distorted 
(as will appear by the papers laid before this 9oard) ctrcumstancea 
in themselves innocent, or immaterial } to serve his wicked purposes^ 
he has not blushed to attribute to me ai^ which he has at length 
acknowle^ed before you to have been guilty of himself, vi2. tb# 
suppression of a public Proclamation, which he asawed the Com-* 
modore had been torn down by my friends, though his own Clerk^ 
Mr. Burke, had been deteded in the a^ *. 

The lowest and most miserable wretches, peofde without property 
or reputation, have been emplOj^ in every dire<^ion to solicit charges 
against me and my Government, with assurances, that any one who 
hath any complaint to make, would be well received at the First Com*^ 
missioner's house. The respcAable Planters have been tampered with, 
but without success. They had experienced the protedtion and ad- 
vantages of a disinterested, upright, energetic Gpovemment, which had 
saved their persons and prapeirties from jacobtiiioal outrage and viola « 
tion ; and the lesson of the times had put them on their guard against 
the promises of philanthropy. In the madness of disappointment he 
left nothing unattempted against the Magistrates, the Council and 
Commission. Emissaries have been employed to inairmate every where 
that the 3^ per cent, was, in his opinion, illegal and oppressive, and 
that the payment was enforced by the Commissioners contrary to his 
opinion ; that he was for the immediate introdu61ion of the English 
Laws in mass ; but that we would not hear of such a measure, lou, 

* Note hy Colonel Futlarion, — Mr. Burke never was Clerk to Colonel Fullarton, and 
never wa« employed to pull down any Proclamations. It would, however, be fortunate Ibr 
Colonel PidoD^ it he had no charges of a more serious nature to answer for> than that which 
he here states as having been lasSic against his fciends. 

however^ 
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howevett GreotleiDdn of this Board, kiQOMr that- net cfne profMaiJy eiSier 
for the benefit of the Merchants or Planters, or in any degnee teadtag 
to forward the principles or any obje<ft of the Commiasion, has .ever 
been inade by the First Commissioner, who has entirely, devoted him- 
self to a miaerabJe. party, consisting of persoois unitersally despised, to 
the utter dereli<5lion of his duty as a Commissioner. 

You have been wit&ess to the. spirit whicii has a<5luated the First 
Commissioner to become, a public accuser ; indeed the miserable ex «- 
pediency he has had recourse to in his endi^vours to wlumniate tUe 
Public Justice of the Country, can leave no doubt in your minds^ 

I am accused of tyranny and oppression, daring the six stormy and 
dangerous years that I presided at the head of this Colony. Is there 
a single instance of my seiaang the public records and deprivii^ the 
accused of the means of defending themselves ?— Is there one instance 
of. my entering the house of a Chief Magistrate, armed for the pur*-* 
pose of rescuing a public delinquent, who had heed committed by the 
Government in Council ?— Can any Ma^strate complain of my having 
arbitrarily released a prisoner coramitted^y bis authority, or having ia 
^ity measure interfered iathe duee^ecutibn of his duty ? 

Who^re, the respe<Slable persons Ihat the First Commissioner bringi 
forward to accuse mcy and detadkesh to canvass the Town and Country 
to solicit charges against me ?-r-The whole of their names are to be 
found signed to two Letters of the 10th of May, 1800, addressed to 
His Grace the Duke of Portland, and the Right Hon. Henry Dundas^ 
two of His Majesty's Secretaries of State^ at a period posterior to all 
the alledged enormities; I have, subjoined tliese letters, which those 
Gentlemen will explain in tlie mtaner^most suitable to their honour- 
able purposes*. 

I have done my duty to, my King and Country, to the extent of my 
abilities, and if it is again placed in similar oirciimstances, I should 
pursue the same line of condu<ft. Great disprders require great reme- 
dies, I tr^st those I have found it expedient to make use o^ have been 
commensurate. to theoocasioa. 

You, Gentlemen, have had your eyes upon me during the whole of 
this trying period ; you have been in a situation to form a just estima- 
tion of my services and my conduct, and I have every reliance upon 
your opinion. 

* Noit hy 'Colonel FuHarton.^^ln a fprrocr part of this Addiess Ookmcl Pi^on states* 
that the persons who accusehim ^re the lowest, and most miserable w retches, without pro* 
pcrty or reputation. Hf re, however, he brings them forward as hnving had their names 
transmitted by him to His Majesty's Ministers, bearing testinwny to his merits and services 
in the Government of Trinid^ 



No. LXXXIir. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1^ 

No.LXXXIII. 

Colonel FuUarton*^ jinswer to Colonel PidlonV Address. 

Colonel Picton h^s entered on the Minutes of the Trinidad Coun- 
cil, and transmitted to this Country, an Address, contrived with the 
ii^tentipn of imposing on His Majesty's Ministers a high estimation of 
his own merits and exertions ; it farther holds forth the most unfound- 
ed reprobation of the Troops under his command, and of the various- 
classes of Inhabitants entrusted to his care. 

The.im«oedi«te object of the Address, however, is to pepel> by fouF 
aspersions, the serious Charges, which I read to him in Council on the 
QAih of March. With this view, he has brought forth a mass of 
gross ajid scandalous fabrications. These were carefully concealed 
From me, dufmg my absence from Port of Spain, in the months of 
April, May, and June, 1803 ; and only became known to me by ja» 
fortunate accident, after my return* 

They ba^ve, been, transmitted to His IVfi^esty's Ministers by Colonel 
Piiftoi), together with, numerous unfounded allegations entered on the 
Minutes of Council. These ^x />flfrfe Comnmmcations have hitherto 
remjiined unanswered, because they have been officially with-held from 
me. . 

A libellous prodtj(Slion, prepared for circulation by Colonel Pi6lon, 
with a voluminous -Appendix, has been put* into my hands, and has 
enabled me to supply great part of the .<ISficiency which, in my opi- 
nion, ought to hkve been obtained from another quarter. 

The Qiarges against Colonel Pidlon, which have been the subjedl 
of investigation since the month of November last,' are all of a Capital 
nature under the Statute passed in the »3d year of King Henry V III. 
of course, they have hitherta preclud^sd animadversion on any Delin- 
quencies, but those aflfeSing life. The period, however, is now ar- 
rived, when Colonel Pidton's Defence, in every point, ought to be 
refuted. 

He rests great part of his JPurtification, for the severities which he 
acknowledges were committed under his orders, on the state of the 
Island, of the Troops, Garrison, Pnhabitants, and position of Trini- 
dad, In this view, the Address in question unavoidably becomes the 
subjeA of animadversion, and tte assertions it contains are contra* 
dided by authentic Documents, and indisputable Evidence. 

In the first place, a tribute of respecSl and gratitude is due to the dis- 
tinguished charadler of Sir Ralph Abercromby. During the sjiort pe- 
riod of his residence in Trinidad, his conduct and regulations inspired 
the Inhabitants,, of all descriptions,, with veneration,. He marked 

the 
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the utmost attention and respe6t for Greneral Chacone, the Spanish 
Governor^ and obtained the.confideilce of all the Spaniards^ so mate* 
rial to the welfare of the Island, and to the Commercial Interests of 
England. 

It is to be lamented by every one who feels for the Colonial prospe- 
rity, and for the National Honour^i that the principles which regulated 
his Civil and Military conduct were so grossly violated by the Person 
whom he was induced to leave in the command of Trinidad. 

With regard to the Inhabitants of Trinidad, the different classes 
were in the following numbers and proportions, in the month of Fe- 
bruary 1803, as extradled from the Reports of the Commissaries of 
Population : 

White Pepple, 2261 : Free Coloured People, 5275 : 

Of these, English, 663 Of these, English, 599 

■ Spanish, 505 ■ Spanish, 1751 

French, IO93 ■ French, 2925 

1 it 

• ^I26i ■ 5275 

I 

Tdtal, including Negroes, above 28,000*. 

The 2000 Men of Colour, and 1000 White Foreigners of all de^ 
scriptions^ noticed in Colonel Pi(^on*$ Ad^dress, were so far from being 
irrecbncileable enemies to His Majesty's Grovemment, that they have 
remained in perfei^ order and submissioa, from the date of the Surren- 
der to the present period. iTbis is already proved, ?nd will be farther 
confirmed, if reouisite, by aaiiy hundred Wituesaea. 

The French inhabitants, including White and Coloured .People, 
were undoubtedly the most numerous* They were composed of three 
different descriptions of persons : old Settlers previous to the Frepch 
Revolution ; new Settlers, who had fled from the Kepublican Revolu- 
tionary atrocities in Gaudalo^pe, and otlier imurgedj[' Islands; and 
Loyal Emigrants, who sought refuge from persecution and calamity, 
first under the mild Administration of General Chacone, and after- 
wards under the British Government. 

In. the year J 795, near two years previous to the Surrender of the 
Island, while His Britannic Majesty was at War:with France, and in 
amity with Spain, Captain Vaughan, in His Majesty's Ship Alarm, in 
consequence of some uersonal altercations, or disputes, landed a paity 
of armed Sailors and Marines from his Ship, and menaced an attacic: 
upon some of the French Inhabitants. Ot course, they were highly 
exasperated, and threatened violence on any individuals who should 

* At the time of tbe'Surreoder, la MiaLrch 1797, the oumber was somewhat mofc thafi 
17*000, of a!l descriptions. * 

f Ilik it the ejiprestion of Colonel Pi6bD. 

come 
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come on slwre from Captain Vau|;han's Ship ; but they were go far 
from offering any general or indiscriminate violence to the English, 
that the Officers and Men of all otlicr British vessels were received on 
shore with perfe<ft attention and civility, not only by the Government, 
but by the French Inhabitants*. 

It is maintained with the utmost confidence, and will be proved by 
indisputable Evidence, if required, that not one solitary instance can be 
produced to warrant t^e assertion, that any description of Inhabitants 
were irreconcileable enemies to His Majesty's Government. On the 
contrary, if any Revolutionary Emissaries ever introduced themselvei 
into the Island, they soon found the gfeneral temper of the Inha^ 
bitants so ill disposed for insurre<£iion or disturbance, that they were 
obliged to abandon all endeavours on that subje^b. 

'ju> establish this assertion, it is sufficient to recolle<5l what has been 
proved in evidence, that, amidst the numerous individuals who suffered 
death, and other severities, no French person, either white or 
coloured, was ever accused of any capital crime, condemned, or exef 
cuted, under Governor PiAon, excepting q/pXy Jean Baptbte Richard^ 
who was hanged without. any trial. Governor Pi6lon hag farther borne 
the strongest testimony on theae points, in a Proclamation, wherein 
he extols the loyalty, good order, and subordination of all the Co- 
loured Classes in the Island ^. 

If, however, their sentiments had been so hostile as he now attempts 
to represent them, the mode of his administration could hardly be 
expe&ed to remove their prejudices, or to attach them to a Govern- 
ment so exercised. 

He states himself to have been left in a wide, open Town, without 
any fortifi^ post, or point of strength to retire to ; with a weak, ill- 
composed Grarrison, of whom the majority were Germans and Blacks, 
scarcely amounting at first to 700, and soon reduced to less than 50^ 
.men. 

I ask him, as a Commandant and as a Governor, whether the fa<5 
which he asserts, that his Garrison was so weak and ilKoomposed, 

. ** Mr. Blackj at present a Member of CouncU, and Alcalde of the First Eledipn, haj^ 
pene^ at that time to go on board of Captain Vaoghan's Ship* On his r#urn« being sas- 
pcded of treachery to the f rench Inhabiianti, he was attacked by some of them, and fired 
at with blank cartridges j he took refuge with Oovemor Chacone, who priXeacd him 
ibom their ridence. This incident has been much misrepresented, as an indicatioD of the . 
turbulent disposition of the French Coloured People al the period when the Island was sur* 
rcfidered. to the British Forces, in order to justify the severities praaised by Governor 
Pidon. 

t It is no less singular th^n true, tbat the English and Spaniards who were never charged 
with disaffeaion, including the Coioured People of those nations, w«rc the only indivi- 
duals, Germans suspected of desertion, and Negroes, excepted, who were executed without 
tml, nmkr the orders of Governor Pidon. 

A a docfs 
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ddei not ftttbrd t^e strongest possi^e proof, that the lOOO Foreigh^i-s, 
and 5000 (Coloured Meh, whom he aescribes as iri'ecoiicileable ene- 
ittics, Vrere most loyal, feubmissivfe, and attached subjecls ? Otherwise, 
he afldhis mad^aate GarHson must have abandoned their position. 
For all the energy and the resources which he attributes to tiimself, with 
500 ill -composed Tfoops, couM hardly have enabled him t6 h&v^ 
resisted the lOolo White Foreigners, with 50Cf0 Coloured Peop!6^ liiid 
fell their slaves and followers, it they had been the irreconcileable eue* 
mies that he 'des'cribes. 

The injirfiolts imputfitiops which life vettts against liarapescli's 
fte^tntfrt, toffic'i'enuy evrnee hrs aninYofeity agaiiist that Corps, but 
nfevfer ditti tffFdrd the sli^ght^st p^rTHation for the severities which he in- 
fli6tedon upwards of fbttrteeVi sbMfers bdbngingto that Regt<ne1il>. and 
Ito the doth Foot. 

If any of theYn Jittehipted to desert, why were they not tHed^ and 
jhuiis^ted a^6tiblT to tiie laws iud Usages of War ? If individuals 
comrtitted atrocrods ^gaihBt any bf the Inhabitants,, why wfere ttiey 
*i:^uted without pl-cSof dr iHal, leaving the Inhabitants ignorant 'of thfr 
^hith 6f falsfehctod of the bfifehc^ for which tbcy TSufftrfed, itid tonly 
^cquaihtefd witlh the stnAYnary severity 6f a British Governor \ Un- 
fcrtunately, tbej/rdtrtptttfefss with ^idh 'diisorcTefs are sai^ ib Imve he6t^ 
repressed, and the timely sacrifice of a ftvif iiidlvidaals Stated to h^Vfe 
]beeh taic^b, jlA^ante miSta^ do hot apply to any of the casefe tvith 
'lirhifch 1 toJ Jlc\J<iaSWted. It % trde, that many individuals were iexecute^ 
ivitttoyt atay tHal, Wftfahi a fei^ hburs aftfer declaration or accusation 
had been made against them, even without thie customary foi-maUty of 
tatfmiiiatfibn iXpbn oath ; ttrhich is never omitted on thfe prelirahiary 
informatloft^ itt iny <!;hristikn tountry. 

' But tho^ executions tieither preserved the liTes tioic th6 prQp€rtid^ 
trf" any ihdividtlkte. 

The execution of so nuny German Soldiers, without any trial, s6 
'iftltc'h olFended the Cohimanding Officer of the Hompesch Detach- 
Wifefit^ Major Mkrman, that he remonstratiid in person with GenerA 
Pidlon, in terms of the severest reprobation. Indeed it is hardly pos- 
sible (o eonceive a more efficient mode, of metthig a generii! distar^ 
l)an^e amortg all the Soldiers of the Garris6n ; ibl- if any Military Ma» 
•may be hanged or shot at the mercy of the Commanding Officer^ 
'without ^Kofy trials or peroii^sion of defence, for any crmiey. Or im 
to) crtrtie, then the Artiqles of War, ip^ofaSOy are abolished. 

tf (idlohel Pitflon were at this moment ^n Jhltife^ry Df Prandfe^ ht 
!Muld hardly attempt to introduce a do6irine or pra<5^ice more dire<91y 
tending to disergani^ the Britiah Army, or *o subvert the Constltw- 
tion, and endanger the safety of thfe Country. Speakmg asone neither 
janaccjuainted with Military History,, noi? with thfe tJ^ges of Wait, re- 
ferrea to by Colonel Pi6ton, I calf upon him to produce a single in- 
stance: 
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$ltance where such prompt examples of severity m h^ 9^p\ieA w^m e^er, 
attempted, under similar circuoiatances^ by any Military Commandai^ 
in the British Army *. 

If these dodlrines be admitted, there i^ an ex\i to ^U the prindple^ 
on which the most distinguished Military OfSeere Havq established. 
their charadlers and reputattoD. Look to theooQcbid^ of ]^krqUtiaCa?n- 
waliis, Earl of Moira, Earl of Balcarres, Sir R# Abevcromby, SirChas. 
Stuart, Sir W. Medows, Sir A, C^mpbeU, Sr AJured CUrfce, General 
Stuart, in Ceylon, Lord Hutchinson, General Keppel, Sir Charles 
^^een ^, in their capacities as Military Commanders. If the prompt 
severities of Colonel Pidon are applauded, then the pripcipfe^ and 
pradice of these distinp^tished C{iara6>ers, their adherenioe to the rule% 
prescribed by Civil, Criminal, and Martial Lew, must be reprobated. 

It is proved in Evidence, that Colonel Pi6ion was posted in a quiet 
Garrison in Port of Spain, with obedient Inhebitents, regular Courts of 
Justice, secure Prisons, Picket-goardes Qffiisers oCPcime^ and i>U theordi* 
nary fun<5Hons of Civil and Mihtary Afairscondudted withQut^ wo^ inter* 
ruplion, obstnu^ion, or disturbance. Under these cirq^mst^po^^, hfi 
worped, and habitually exenoised the powetr of impHi^ning, bwif h- 
ing!, muti)^ttng, torturing, and dxecatiqg indtviduais, in d^^&. vi^la^ion 
of En^ish Law, Spanish Law, or MtUtory Law^ and withoMit any jiidicii^ 
form whatever. On the other hand, Siaridbarle»GfMn gavenpded.ap^com**. 
manded in Grenada, during a period of deaperaAe iiStaiirre^oik : ( un^ 
deMtand, however, that he'stm^Hy adthbced tathe. Civil andr l^it^ry 
otdinanoes, even in tli^ most pertm^d penodB. But if| in fac^, Coli>? 
pel Pid^on had been placed in a ca»ft snMiuidad wtb «i|M)iW) ww 
he, on that account, at liiDert^ to. hai^ or akoot ^thout lo^rcy, 9q4 
without 4rial, anji Soldier at h^ own ifriU^ f^IetaiKe, ojr mpsk^ ? 
- OA thia point let the questida be referred to dU tthe d;i^t^<^isb/^ 
aurviviirig Generals whom I Ifave alneady m^tijotqeit:; let. IbefjiL fmn 
nounce, whettor such dediriqes ace adhvianble uiliier :m^ fH^is«i4»l^,inn 
terpretation of the Articles of War, affid eafeaUishfii priiUtkipkA o^ t^ 
British Army. . , » 

in another view, ho describes the Inhabitants ast re&igee^i v^i^econ;^ 
Cfleabk enemies, and ouloaMsof Society. Btit suppose, t^, i^ate^d of 
hax'Ing.'been posted m the peaceable Port, of Spain, he had re^ly iat 
hd[)it^ a camp surrxiuoded hy the inbabitanta q£ Botsmj Say, wouM 
«ny hfAhUfiy CoiWimani^nt, or ^Givil ^iowrnor, prosunM tjQ ef^inU* 

' * Tb^ ecfdeavoocs tp jntrodace^soine dapj^QSoos ixuM^v^tioos imio xbe Frenci), Arqa^ Of tl>e 
year 1 776, under the CoiwU de St. Germain^ wero the principal causes wljjich overturn^ 
the Monarchy in France. How inferior were tlio»e grounds of discontent, compared #i« 
the monstrous dodrines which CqloneliPi&oVs supporters aUenaptio impose. oa the fiqUei^ 
^fKogland! . . 

t Sir Charles ^cqm ^onr^ajed apd <;Qpjj|i4n4«;d in Qr^naito, daring a pffrioi of aauid 
^ desperate losurrccUdo. ».— . .) . r ^ r .. .. m 

Aa2 even 
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even the felons of Botany Bay without any Trial, or specified* ofBcnce, 
tecording to the mere di6lates of his own caprice ? 

What would be said on this subjetSl by- the great and distinguished 

Governors who have raised the English name and character so nigh in 

diflfferent quarters of the globe ? 

^ ^ ^ / y/' ^ *^^ points let the opinions of Lord Comwallis, Lord Macart^ 

^^ /TTUi^c^iUj j^^y^ Lor^ Balcarres, Sir J. Macphersonj,^Govemor Mills, Governor 

Keppel, and Lord Seaforth, be obtained. 

At air events, for the sake of public service, of colonial secnr^, 
naHcmal hw jOP iu^ and individual chanK^er, let the questions be deter* 
mined, first, whether a Military Commandant may execute any Soldier 
at his own discretion without Trial, on the pl«i, that his Troops 
were inadequate, or ill composed ? Secondly, whether any Civil 
Governor may inAiA what severities he pleases on any individuals under 
his authority, and then claim merit for appMng remedies which the 
slow operation of the Law could never have efied^ed ? 
• The next assertions of Colonel Pi6k)n carry along with them their 
Awn refutation. He states his Garrison to have been redooed to 498 
Effi^ives, and that plansof seduction and attack were contrived by the 
Govemor^General of Carracas, and by the Governor of Cumana; 
that a Corps of Deserters was fwmed, and the Brigands from all the 
dHf^nt Islands were colle6ting on the coast xA the Gulf tif Auia, op- 
posite to Trinidad, to correspond with their nomeraiis friends, and 
that- the Mulatto General, Beitc^arde, had arrived at Guiria, to cooir 
mand the IVoopa tn question. Colonel Pi<^n, it seems, resolved to* 
disj^erae this hostile fi>roe by m detachment of 100 mm, who lirand the 
Ibree dispersed before their arrival. In other words^ no fbsce was' 
formed ; and the variooa ttpeditiona i^^amst Guiria^ Point«*i«Piene» 
Campani, Rio Caribbee, on the river Goarapuchy, on the river Oro- 
nooque, and other places^ were merely predstoty enterpriaes, ta pro* 
cure males and cattle; for oil the night of the 14th Jone, 1803> 
More his departure from Port of Spain, he had a viotent alter- 
cation with the Treasurer, Mr. Collin, respe^ng an aecooipt and 
demand of his for cattle, and other items so procored. The ac- 
eompt, it seems, had been returned to him : he maintained that it 
was mislaid, or withheld, by Mr. CoUin, wIk> was dangerously^ iU at 
the time, butwhmi he raised from his bad, and outraged i» the gross- 
Mt terms ;• he then hnrried on boaid, venthig bis anathemas agaiatt 
Mr. Collin and the Colony* 

Another obje^'of these eipeditions was to punish individuals who 
luid incurred his resentment* 

In particular, he ordered one of these predatory detachments, to^ 
seize Estevan Dubois, a Spaniard, settled on the Main, imprisoned 
bim in Port of Spain, and afterwards embarked him for England. 

Jft 
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It would be improper at present to oflfcr any comments on the ag-* 
gravated circumstances of tliis case^ aa Mr. Dubois has diredled it to 
be referred to a British Court of Justice. 

Tite fate of Madame Detzin was still more distressful : Grovemor 
Pidlon ordered her and her helpless family to be seized at their resi^ 
dence upon the Main> and conveyed to Port of Spain ; they were 
put on board of an insufficient vessel, and perished, in a gulf where 
gales of wind are never known. To these must be added the follow- 
ing authenticated bBs : Ist, The public flogging of a free Spaniard 
from Valentia. 2d, The confiscation of property belonging to IgnAtia 
de St. Lazaro. 3d, The jsetzure of launches belonging to Spaniards on 
the river Oronooque, under pretence of indemnifying Mr. Qpriani, a 
Merchant in Port of Spain, for the loss of a Privateer taken in anothec 
diredion. 4th, The expulsion of the Spanish Assessor, Don Gurado^ 
Don Padillo, and every other Spanrsh Lawyer, from the Colony. 5th,The 
forcing all persons to refer their Litigations respei^ine Property to Ar- 
bitrators named by him ; thus at once overturning all rules^ and forms 
of Spanish and of English Law, and rendering ^{contested property 
enth^Jy dependent on hia will and pleasure. 6th ^ His machinations to C/fP / ^ 
excite Don Guallis, Don 6ao^ and other persons, tQ insurre&ioit //C^/tCc^icc^ 
against the Spanish Government in Gtrracas^ and then betraying these 
unfortunate individuala, ainl leavisig them and their adherents to cruel 
punishments and death. 7tb, His axecnttng^ without any trsitl,. the 
Spanish peon, Oelestino^ in consequence of which many hundreds of 
that most us€^ class of labourers abandoned the Island. 6th, His tor«^ 
turmg and executing, without trial, the Guycaree Indiao aaarinea 
from Margaretta, on the bare suspicion that the owner and comman* 
der, named Boscaruydos, had given a.paatege in a launch to three de-^ 
serters. 

These, and a multitude oC stmilar proceedings against the Spaniards^ 
induced the Government of Carracas to issue a F^lamation, ofTering 
a price for hia head. This has been distorted by hit ftnegyrtsts inUrste Addr«tt to 
tbe highest praiae wbick can be bestowed upon a Military Commander; ^^*Mdt?him 

If I were to state the impressions of these ads on the minda ^ the**"^ J*^^*^* 
Spaniards, Mid other inhabitants of Trinidad, and on all descriptiona 
of South Americans within the range of Britisli intercoarse, I should 
eiqpose nysdf to imputations of exi^geration fram motiwa of invete«f 
nanr.. They seem contrived on puipose to defeat the inestimaUa be« 
nents derivable from reciprocal conndence and intercourse between the 
Continent and Trinidad; to c^rade the Irtish chdradter andestimai* 
tio9> and to expose the Island to. every species of intonal and. extertud 
droger. 

Tiie extraordinary advantages of soil and situation whidkNakure baa 
bestowed on this important Settlement, and tbe industrious tendencies 
of tbe^ Inhabitants^, have counteraded the pernicious interference of 

oppressioof 
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oppression and cruelty. The enormities committed against the Koyalists 
and Moderates in Guadaloupe, and other islands uncter the Revolu- 
tionary Tyrants, drove several thousand individuals to seek shelter in 
Trinidad; thereby increasing its population and the means of its im- 
provement. Governor Pi6ton issued a Proclamation, declaring them 
to have a6led with the utmost loyalty and subordination ; but after- 
wards, when it became necessary to contrive excuses for his cruel and 
illegal a(?ts, he and the Members of Cabildo under his influence, de- 
clare all these Coloured Persons, indiscriminately, to be miscreants^ 
who ought to be exterminated. At the same time, and on the same 
Minutes of Council, he takes credit for tranquility and prosperity, to 
whicli these very miscreants denounced by him for extirpation had so 
materially contributed. 

Leaving him to wrest these contradi<9:ions into any thing which he 
imagines may resemble a Defence, I need only add, that the unaltera- 
ble principles and pradice of Sir R. Abercromby gave a flat denial to 
claims of praise, stated to have been bestowed by him on any a6ls of 
illegality or violence. The Dispatches. firom that distinguished Officer, 
and from other Chief Commanders, may have applauded many parts of 
General Pi6ton*s condu6^, as described by himself, which they would 
have reprobated, if the fa<9:s had been truly represented. 

Let me ask, what General in the Service is so regardless of bis 
chara<B«r and public estimation, as to maintain that the torturing of 
helpless women and children, are laudable a3s of vi^ance and vigour 
for the defence of a Garrison ; that the seizing, the slaves of Savignon, 
a minor, and appropriating them to his own emolument, was an Up- 
right a6t, evincing the pure intentions of the Governor; and thot 
burning Kerne Franc^ots s^live in a brimstone ^irt, ondep charge of 
poisoning, by means of charms and witchcraft, is a moderate appHca-* 
tion of lawful authority for the -welfare of the Colony-? ff 4;he niost 
distinguished General in Europe were to sani^ion, or palliate, sucli 
transaAions, he would disgrace his own cliaradter, but never could re- 
move the reprobation indelibly stamped by the hand of Qod on such 
enormities. 

The remaining part of Colonel Pi(5^on's Deface exhibits an endea^ 
vour still more unavailing, of justifying himself by every species of inj 
ve<9ive against uoe, and others who reprobate his; condu^):. If I were 
at once to admit aH possible depravities of the head and heart to be 
concentrated in me, it would not advance him one step in the business 
of bis vindication. A respeflable Planter, long established in Trinidad 
under the Spanish and British Rulers, has expressly declared in evi- 
dence, that the Government of that Island, under B. G. Pidton, rW* 
MOibled what he had read of' the Government of Prance under Ro- 
bespierre« 

By* his syakem of espionage and terror, he hot only^ extorted ad- 
dresses 
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dresses ^nd applause from individuals whom he outraged, but hitimi- 
dated the bt>laesl Inhabitants (torn hazarding complaints against him. 
He efndeavoured to repel accusation, and to prolong his po^^er, by 
contriving and transmitting to His Majesty's Ministers a mass of fabri- 
cations, of which the Address in question affbrds only a compendium. 

In refuting the allegations contained in this Address, my chief ob- 
je6l is to expose the corrupt spirit of perversion and deception to which 
he h^s recouhse. It is perfedtly true, . that he received me on the 4th 
of January 1803, with great attention and propriety, which I took an early 
bpportunity of expressing to Lord Hobart. The remaining paragraphs 
in Colonel Pidlon's Address contain so many fallacies, that 1 am under 
the necessityjof ccritradi^ling them numerically. 

First, " That I overwhelmed him with flattery, admiration, and 
assurances of a fixfed determination to pursue the samte measures.'* 

The terms in which I declared, my intentions of co-operatmg with 
B. G. Piston, and all descriptions of Qvil and Military Persons, for 
the welfare of the Colony, are fully detailed in my exposition of Jus li* 
bellous. composition, entitled A Statement of PaBs^ and in my Address 
to Lord Hobart. Theiy faeither contained flatle<*y nor admiration of 
3. G. Pidon, nor of his measures. Avith which I was totally unac« 
quaint^ ; but in i*ny speech to the rublic Bo<{ies^ I gave asi^randes of 
a determined adherence to the Capitulation, io the IllstmAidni, and ta 
t)rinciples of cbnctliation best adapted to promote the ^ivel£ftfe and pros- 
perity of all classics of Inhabitants. . 

Secohd^ ** That I went to the Colony 'Wtth hostile intention^." 

Colonel PiSon attempted to give a colour to this allegation, by pre*. 
Vailing on Wc. Woodyear, during thj absence, to enter bn the Minutei 
a Statement, if possible, still less connected wit4i veracity thaw the pte* 
ceding assertions. The Paper is annexed, and accompafored by authen- 
tic declarations, detecting the dangerous and base endeavour to de- 
ceive. The fallacies were afterwards retraiiled, contradided^ and ^t)^ 
logizcd for by Mr. Woodyear himself. See Minutes of IVinidad 
Council Jul V, 1803. 

Third f **^rhat I assembled. ah)und me, all that was despicable in the 
Colony."" 

Fourth, *' That I ejuiluded every honourable ^hara^ler."* 

Those who know my habits and connections through life, will appre* 
tiate the merits of socn asseverations. It is a matter of notoriety that 
I kept open hotise : that 1 devoted my whole time to business and 
ipeception : that no delusions of any ^Ort occurred ; and that I had 
the honour of receiving the most gratifying marks of attention froni: 
all classes of Inhabitants. 

Fifth, " That I invited notorious cjtai^acrs, hostile to His Majesty 'fr 
Government, to return.'* 

The fa(5t b direAly the reverse t if i had hetfd of any such person*^ 

ia> 
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in the Island, I would have adopted measures for their examina- 
tion in regular judicial form : but I would neither have banished 
them, and confiscated their property without any investigation ; nor 
have imprisoned them, without specifying their offences ; nor have 
put them to the torture to extort confession ; nor have executed them 
without trial : all of which were the customary forms of proceeding 
under Grovernor Pidlon. It is to be observed, that every individual who 
displeased him, was invariably represented as an enemy of His Majes- 
ty's Government. 

Sixthj " That I employed every low means of calumniating his 
chara6ler.*' 

In answer to this charge, I have only to ask, if the most produc- 
tive faculty could have invented calumnies at all commensurate to 
the a6ls which Governor Pi6ton daily committed ; and which have 
not only been proved, but which he has been under the necessity of 
admitting, and of attempting to justify. The imputation that I em- 
ployed low means of calumniating his charadler, is too contemptible to 
deserve a more elaborate reply. 

Seventh, " That I interfered illegally and vexatiously with the Ma- 
gistrates and Commandants of Quarters." 
See 9Merie#io So far from interference with^lagistrates or Commandants, I urged 
^^weS;*^ them to adhere to the terms of the Capitulation, and to the Laws of 
rek. i«o3. jjjg Recopilacion which govern Trinidad. The irregular and illegal 
imprisonment of a Frenchman of Colour, named Durand, by Mr. 
Noel,' without any specification of an ofiTence, is the only case to 
isvhich Colonel Fusion's assertion respe<5ting Commandants can have 
any reference, and is fully detailed in my Address to Lord Hobart, and 
in my Comparative Statement, or Exposition of Governor Pidon. My 
queries to the Cabildo, and the answers dated February 1803, sufli- 
ciently evince the deviations from all legal principles, and the system 
of oppression in the daily dispatch of judicial operations which were 
practised by Governor Pi<9ton, and the two Alcaldes and Magistrates in 
Port of Spain. 

Eighth, ** That the Police was entirely overtiyned, and the Colony 
brought to the very brink of ruin." » 

It is to be observed, that the Police in Port of Spain consisted of 
an Intendant, Le Chevalier de la Sauvagere, who had been appointed by 
Sir Ralph Abercromby, and approved by B. G. Pidlou ; but afterwar<is 
prevented from adling by the Brigadier and by the Cabildo. There 
was ^Iso an Alguazil Mayor^ or Provost Marshal, his Deputy, togetlier 
with six Alguazils. 

Under Governor Pi<?lon, almost the whole Police duty had been per- 
formed by means of Military Force. Arrests and imprisonments were 
usually effeded with the aid of Black Troops ; who thus were daily 
AGcustotined to inflidt the most huiniliating indignities on Europeans of 
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every description, under a Governor, who attempts to make His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers believe, that he exa^Sted the most rigorous observance 
of deference and submission from the Bkcks and Coloured Classes to 
the White population : while, in fatft, he violated all classes and con- 
ditions, as often as caprice, resentment, or other motives, instigated 
his outrages. 

Accompanying letters from G. A. Adderley, Esq. Provost Marshal^ 
and from J. R. Smith, Esq. Alcalde de Barrio, shew, that after the 
misunderstanding respeAing the admission of Madame Duval, Colonel 
Pi<5lon refused all Military Aid for protedlion of the Civil Inhabitants. 
It must have been at this moment he means to assert, that the Police 
was entirely overturned. Mr. Adderley and his Deputy were indefati- 
gable m their eJiertiond ; and I used my best exertions to re-establish 
the Intendant of Police in the exercise of his dirties : but in those en- 
deavours the Alcaldes, Black and St. P6, in tlie Cabildo invariably 
€ountera6led me. Notwithstanding every endeavour on the part of 
Colonel Pitfton to excite disturbance, and to with -hold the means of 
public security, the most perfedl tranquillity continued in all quarters 
•of the Settlement, without a single interruption, during the whole 
period of my 8<Siing in the. Government. This ilssertion is confirmed 
by the united testimony of the Gentlemen officially employed along 
with me. 

Nmthi ** That all definitions were confounded, Ihe Coloured People 
suddenly exalted, and a tbrk Mulatto placed by me to sit alongside of 
Baron de Montalembert.** 

Without entering into the merits or demerits of this transaflbn, 
gtated to be an extraordinary phenomenon, calculated to exalt the 
fervid im^nitions of a restleaa class, it is enough to quote a Letter 
from the Baron de Montalembert himself: 

Copy of Letter from the Baron de Montalembert ^o Colonel Fullarton. 

'^ MQHSIBUR LB PREMlKB COMMISSAIRE, 

Je viens de recevoir la Lettre que vous m'avez fait Phonneur . de 
m'ecrire, aujourdhui, Dimanche, 19 Juin, 1803. Vous me faites 
celui de me dire, qu'on vous a rapport6 que vous m'aviez plac6 chez vous 
a table, a cot6 d*un Mulatre, cela est impossible^ Parce que je me 
serois tevS de la table, par consequent Celui qui l& dit eii a menti, et 
partout, je le lui prouverai. Jai Thonneur d'etre, 

Mohsieur le Premier Commissaire, 
Votre tres humble et tres obeissant Serviteur, 

Lb Baaon bb Moktaui^bbbt.*^ 

St, Anne, Le Dimunche, \Q Juin, 1803. 

b b I had 
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I had addressed the Baron in consequence of tf Comfnunrcatidn from^ 
Dr. O'Flanagan, that be had heard the assertion made at the table of 
Mr. Langton, a Member of Council^ in presence, and with the assent 
of Baron de Montalembert. On. reoeiving his Letter, I communis 
cated its contents to my Informer, and leave the matter, to be adjusted, 
bctwetn the Doctor, the Baron, and the Brigadier*. 

Tenth, "That B. G» Pi<fton expostulated, remonstrated, opposed,, 
but to no purpose; and that it pleased th^ Lord, to terminate the 
misery and alarm of the Colony, by the arrival of Commodore Hoqd." 

It is to be observed, that he arrived at Port of Spain on the !22d of 
February ; and that, previously to that day, B; G. Pidon had neither 
expostulated, remonstrated, nor opposed, except in the single instance 
of Madame Duval, and of Mr. Woodyear's condu6l respedling her 
admission. It is true, that in another instance,, in private conversation^ 
he had expressed to me his dissatisfailion that I attended the weekly 
Meeting of the Cabildo ; and that I had visited the Prisons, which he 
had never done. But the Minutes of Council prove,. that there was 
not one article of remonstrance or dissent on the part of Colonel Pic- 
ton, or of any Member of Council, from the time I reached Trinidad^ r 
till after Commodore Hood's arrival ; except on* the 17.th of February^, 
respe<9ing Mr. Woody ear. 

It remiains to be shewn, in what manner the arrival of Commodore 
Hood terminated the misery and alarm of the Colony, even if I were to • 
admit the figurative expressions so frequently resorted to, that. the in^ 
terests of the Colony and of B. G. Pi(3on are identified. 
. Eleventhj ** That having no hopes left,* I became furious from dis- 
appointed avarice and ambition, and vomited forth the scandalous Libel> 
which has drawn u|ion. me the indignation of every resfkeiSlable Inhat 
bitant." 

The term, scandalous Libel, which lam stated to have ^^ vomited' 
forthy^ refers to my Minute read* in Council on. the 24th t)i^ Marcii 
1803. Colonel Pidon is corre<5^, in assertiitg that it excited the in- 
dignation' of every respeiftable Inhabitatit against^ the perpetrator. of i 
such enormities. It is difficult to understand how my avarice could be - 
disappointed; in a situation in which I' invariably declared,, that L would • 
neither accept of fee, emolument, nor benefit, dire6lly or indirecSly^ 
except the net amount of die salary and" allowances fixed by His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers. 

As for my ambition,, it couW hardly expe<5t any gratification in that 
quarter, except by collecting information and materials for a useful 5 
compr^ensive and just Report, tending to the improvement of Colo- 
nial Regulation. In this object, undoubtedly, I have not experienced. 

* Dr. O'Flanagan ii ncarW rclaled to Mr. LaDgtop,.a Member of Ck)ancil, jnti- 
Biately conneded with Colonel PiftoOi 
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ike slightest dUbppoiatment. So far, indeed^ was my situation in Tri- 
nidad from %eing supposed to exhibit objeds of an ambitious nature, 
to a person holding the connexions I have done in public life, that it 
Jias ifrequently been mentioned to me as a matter of surprize, that I 
should have accepted the employment of First Commissioner. En- ' 
ferged political views connected with former transa6tions in which I 
was engaged, induced me to undertake my share in the Commission. 
Under the impression, as stated by me officially, that I only accepted the 
situation if compatible with retaining my seat m Parliament, after being 

fazetted as First Commissioner, my re-ele6lion took place, and I em- 
arkedin perfciSl confidence of remaining Representative for the County 
of Ayr, having had the honour of being chosen unanimously in two 
succeeding Parliaments. To my astonishment, afterwards, I received 
accounts, that a new Writ was issued, my Seat having been considered 
*s vacated by my accepting the office of Commissioner, for which my 
name appeared in the Gazette previous to my Ele^Slion. I understand 
this transaction took place upon an opinion given by the Attorney- 
General. The loiss of my parliamentary situation is sufficient to prove, 
that Trinidad has not be^ calculated to gratify ambitious prop^[)sities, 
supposing me influenced by them. I must, however, feel the great* 
est satisfaction, from having been the means of relieving that valuable, 
though hitherto unfortunate Colony, from the most cruel and oppres- 
sive system that ever disgraced the annals of any government. 

Twelfth, " That I made ^n ostentatious enumeration of a<Sls of ty- 
ranny, cruelty, and oppression, which were no more than the cus- 
tomary animadversions of the Laws upon irregular and criminal aClions, 
moderately applied by the legitimate Magistrates, for the support of 
order, regularity, and government. That I descended into my own 
heart, for motives whidi have no other existence, except in the rank 
soil which abounds in ^very poisonous production ; and that I distorted 
circumstances, in themselves innocent or immaterial, to serve my 
wicked purposes/* 

This paragraph, whether considered as matter of aocusation or de- 
fence, would require a volume in exposition and reply. 

In the first place, it would be necessary to specify the Criminal ACta 
charged against Colonel PiCion by me, and the Evidence in support of 
them X those x>f a capital nature include twenty-nine cases of death, 
unlawfully and cruelly infiiCted. p 

JSeven Charges, for the execution of persons without any form of 
Trial, have b^n proved in Evidence; namely, Gallagher, Celestino, 
the Guyacaree Indian, Alan^n, Goliath, Pieae Warner, artd Jean 
Baptiste Richard. 

The execution, without trial, of Present, a Negress belonging to 
Mr. Kenny, for no other ofi^ence than having eloped with a Black 
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SoFdier to wHom sKc was attached, is verified by the Oeclaratlon oa 
oath of Mr. Kenny in the Trinidad Council, in July, 1803 ; and a 
Witness, who saw the execution, is also in London, to bear testi- 
mony to the fad^^ 

In addition tx> these, there are seven other eases of persons who 
were executed (several of them tortured, and one of them burned ' 
alive) by oi^der of Governor R<fton, under Charges of witchcraft, divi - 
nation, sorcery, and poisoning by n^eans of charaw. The Definitive • 
Sentences in the years 1801 and 1802, include mutilations, tortures, 
and' severities,- infli6led on numerous individuals. 

Besides these, there are fourteen. Grerman Soldiers who were exe- 
cuted without any trial, as Deserters, 

The case of Louisa Calderon, a Spanish girl, who was pot to the 
torture,, while under fourteen years of age, is also specified. On this 
Charge, a Bill has been found by the wand Jury of Middlesex, and 
will, of course, be discussed in proper form. 

If th^se a6ts, committed by order of Cokmel Ktfton, were to be 
considered as no more than customary animadversions of the Laws, or 
as circumstances in themselves innocent and immaterial, on what prin- 
Giple Qould the parsons who defend such dodlrines, venture to arraign 
tm less cruel praAices of the Revolutionary Committees in Prance, ^ 
under Marat and Robespierre ? 

Thirteenihy " That I had not blushed to attribute to him afls which 
Pbad acknowledged to have been guilty 0f, viz. the suppression of a 
Pbbtic Proclamation, which I assured the Commodore bad been torn 
down by his finends, though ray own Clerk, Mr. Burke, had been de- 
Ufted iathe a&r 

Thk? sentence contains four falsehoods, all of whioh are exposed at: 
Ibtt length in my Letter to Lord Hobart, and in my Comparative State- 
ment, or Exposition of Colonel Pi<5lon's Libel. It is hot true, that I 
ever suppressed, or acknowledged the suppression of a Proclamation. 
Mr, Gallagher, the printer, placarded one, dire^ly contrary to my 
orders, without shewing me the proof sheet, as he had promised to do. 
I reprimanded him in presence of several Gentlemen, for having dis- 
obeyed a positive order to that eflfedt, communicated to him fi*om me 
by Mr. Burke, and directed him to bring to me, . wrthoul delay, the 
pumber which he had placarded : he stated them to be fifty, and in a . 
very short time brought forty-nine of them. 

The notoriety of these fafls contradi<fts the possibility of any ra- 
thmal assertion, that they had been torn down by the friends of d. G. 
Pidon. It is still more preposterous to state, that Mr. Biirke ever 
a6led as my. Clerk, an oflice perfe<ftly incompatible with his situation, , 
or that he had. any concern in pertorming the work of the printer^ 
Mr. Gallagher. 

It 
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It woold seem that some unaccountable infatuation has aduated 
B. G. Pidori to record a Defence, no less distinguished for deception 
than his condu<ft has been for systematic cruelty, and for corruption. 

Fourteenth, " That miserable wretches had been employed to solicit 
Charges against him and his Government, and that respmable Planters 
had been tampered with/* 

Colonel Pidloh seems to have forgotten that to solicit charges, or to 
tamper with any one, was equally unnecessary. The difficulty was, to- 
fesist and to reje<ft accusations against him and his Government. The 
adls charged were all of public notoriety, many of them on record, 
and others of them witnessed by several hundred individuals. He 
holds me guilty of a heinous crime, because my arrival interrupted the 
reign of terror, and induced the panic-struck Inhabitants to utter 
some of their complaints. 

He diarges me with every depravity, because I would neither be- 
come prospectively a participator in his guilt, nor submit to his out- 
rages. It is true, that while the nature of the man, and of his a6ls, were 
unknown to me^ I publicly declir>ed all retrospect ; but after I was 
forced into a knowledge of bis transadions, I had no alternative but 
•ither to partidpate, or to reprobate and expose them. The able 
and diatinguished Counsel with whom I advise, declare, that if I had 
done otherwise than adopt the hitter course, I should have deserved 
condign punishment. 

M/teenih, " That the respetftable Ranters had experienced the pro- 
tection and advantages of a disinterested, upright, energetic Govern- 
ment, which had saved their persons and properties from. jacobinicaK 
outrage and violation • and that the lesson of the times had put them 
on their guard against the promises of philanthropy." 

To prove the advantages enjoyed under the energetic Government 
df Colonel FiCton, it would be necessary to enumerate the individuals 
who, by his authority, have suffered imprisonment, banishment, con- 
fiscation, or loss of property, mutilation, torture, and death, without 
any informations on oath, and without trial, in direCt violation of all- 
principles and forms of Spanish, and of English lyaw. 

To establish the disinterested, upright nature of his Government, , 
would require a specification of the aCls aflfeCling property, which ^ 
he sanctioned and committed. Many hundred persons were ba- 
nished without proof or investigation, and hurried on board of 
vessels without any record or register of their supposed offences, 
or of their names, leaving their property at the mercy of the 
Governdr, and of his coadjutors. The extraordinanr violence with, 
whidi, after my arrival, he resisted the admission of any persons at 
all connected with those who had suffered such aCls of oppression^ 
arose from the double apprehension, that they would expose the. trans- 
actions^ . 
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flK^ions^ and reclaim the property of whidi their conoexions "had been 
deprived. 

The Jail-books shew, that during the course of his Government^ 
several thousand slaves were thrown into prison, starved, flogged, 
punished, and detained from their Owners ; many of them, as Ma- 
roons or runaways, others for trifling offences, and some of them for 
no offences at all, as a matter of occasional pique and resentment 
against their masters; such as Mr. -Dawson, Mn Macnamara, Mr. 
Kenny, Dr. Shaw, and various other Gentlemen. No advertisements 
or descriptions of the Slaves so detained, were published till after my 
arrival ; when I established a weekly report in the Newspapers of all 
Slaves confined in Jail, for the information of their Owners. 

Unreasonable jail fees and charges for subsistence were exadled, 
while the wretches were starved and maltreated ; insomuch, that many 
of them were reduced to skeletons, and not recognizable by their 
acquaintances. From time to time, clandestine sales of these unhappy 
victims were arranged between the Governor and the Jailor, Vallot^ 
Thus his Excellency and Mrs. Rosetta Smith, and his confidential 
friends or favourites, supplied themselves with Slaves, either gratis, 
or for trifling nominal sums, which remain to be accounted for. No 
person in the Colbny would have presumed to offer as a Competitor, 
and the Owners of the Slaves, thus plundered, were obliged to stifle 
their complaints, for fear of suffering still greater injuries. 

Under these circumstances, the lessomof the times must have suffi- 
ciently put the Planters on their guard against promises of such phi* 
lanthropy. 

Colonel Pi<Slon*s extensive possessions at Aricagua, Naparima, 
Guyaguayare, and other distridls, are cultivated by Slaves, many of 
whom were so procured. The fifteen Slaves whom he seized and 
appropriated to his own use, belonging to J. B. Savignon, a Minor, are 
already specified in a distinct charge, and need not be referred to now« 

The mode by which he supplied his Estates with stock, lumber, salt 
fish, provisions and plantation stores, affords another illustration of the 
disinterested, upright principles, on which he governed. 

When the Captains of American vessels l^en with these articles, 
reported their arrival to the Governor, it was not unusual for him to 
fix an under-rate, at which he enjoined them to dispose of such articles 
as he was inclined to purchase. On the other hand, they could have no 
hopes of favour and prote(5tion, unless they took payment in rum, 
sugar, and molasses, from his estates^ at rates far above the market 
price. 

If farther instances are Wanting, to prove the advantages experi- 
enced under the disinterested upright Government of Colonel Piflon, 
they will be found in various charges of Corruption specified against 
Jiirn, in his capacity as Civil Governor, and in other charges against. 
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Bim as Military Commandant, 'for condufl unbecoming the charadler 
of an Officer and a Gentleman. 

Sixteenth^ " That, in the madness of disappointmentj I had'left nothing' 
tinattempted against the Magistrates, the Council, and Commission.'* 

The only attempt I ever made, either for or against the Magistrates, 
consisted in my unavailing endieavours, communicated officially in writ- 
ing, to urge their adherence to the terms of the Capitulation granted 
by Sir Ralph Abercromby on the surrender of the Island ; to enforce 
their obedience to the Recopilacion of the Indian Laws, by which the 
Judges and Magistrates are bound to govern their decisions ; and to 
enforce the Spanish Law, which requires a spectfication of the offence 
to be delivered to the Jailer along with any person sent to prison, and 
a report to be made to the persons exercising the powers of Govern^- 
ment, before the inflidlion of punishment. 

With respeft to the Council and Commission, or, more properly 
speaking, the Commission in Council, the converse of Colonel Pidon'd 
proposition is the truth. His instigations betrayed them into so many 
a6ls of outrage, aspersion, illegality, and aggression, as would require 
an elaborate enumeration and explanation. 

To prove the disgraceful abandonment ofeverv thing connected with 
truth, in the communications from Colonel Pii^on on - these subje6ts^ 
it is sufficient to quote his Letters to His Majesty's Ministers, dated 
18th February, 6th March, 24th March, 28th March, and 2d April;^ 

Seventeenthy " That I employed emissaries to insinuate every where; 
that the Three and a Half per Gent, was, in my opinion, illegal and 
oppressive, and that the payment was enforced by the Commissioners 
contrary to my opinion." 

The reverse of all this is truth. My labours, in^donjundlion with 
the Treasurer, Mr. Collin, were incessant, to give efFedl to the Three 
and a Half per Cent. Duty. This will be provedby the Declarations 
of Mr. Collin ; by the Minutes of Proceedings in Council on the sub-» 
je6l, under my dire6lion ; by the conferences which I held with a 
Committee of the British M'crchants ; and by the arrangements for 
rendering the Duties productive, specified in my Letter to Lord Ho- 
bart, dated 25th June, 1803. So far from ever stating that the pay*» 
ment was enforced by the other two Commissioners, contrary to my 
opinion, I have always maintained that Governor Pi6lon had unwar- 
rantably allowed the Duties to be evaded, and that the Governor, or 
Commissioners, had no authority whatever to justify their remissness 
on that subject, although it was undoubtedly their duty to hear and to 
discuss any objedlions that the Merchants, or other persons interested^ 
might think requisite to be transmitted for the information of His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers ; and farther, that they were highly culpable, for the 
uncivil and imperious manner in which they repelled the application oi 
the Merchaats on the subjeft, in April 1803. 

Eighteenth, 
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Eighteenth^ ^* Tbat'I never made any proposal for the benefit of the 
Merchants or Planters, or in any degree tending to forward the prin- 
ciples, or any objexSl of the Commission ; and that I entirely devoted 
myself to a miserable party, consisting of persons universally despised, 
to tl)e utter derelkSlion ot my duty as a Commissioner.'* 

The Merchants and Planters have expressed themselves in very dif- 
ferent terms, and give me credit for promoting the security and wel- 
fare of the Colony. 

The principles and ob)e<5l« of the Commission have been pun<?lually 
^hered to by me in every instance ; and all the outrages and coun- 
tera<5tion of Governor Fi6lon, and of his adherents, have not been able 
to prevent me from attending to, and in great part completing, tliQ 
researches necessary to give efFe<9: to His Majesty's Instructions. 

I trust that the successful exertions which I made to relieve the Co- 
kfny from cruelty and oppression, and to restore the Judicial Establish- 
ments, the Magistracy, 9xA the Police, to theu* original principles, to^ 
gether with my surveys and suggestions for colonial regulation, im- 
provemqnt, ai>d defence, sufficiently evince that I did not neglet^ one 
item of my duty as First Comdnissioner. 

The assertion, that I entirely devoted myself to a miserable party of 
.persons universally despised, stands on the same footing of credibility 
with the Declaration officially transmitted to Lord Hobart on the 2d of 
April, 1803, that I was in a situation of serious and dire6l insanity ; and 
with another Declaration officially transmitted, that I had drawn and 
carried off 10,00(^. of public money on the day of my departure from 
Trinidad ; although the Treasurer's accompt with me, proves that I 
did not receive one fradlion of public money, on any pretence what- 
ever, except the net amount of my salary to the 1st of November, 
1803. 

If the principle were to be admitted,, that persons officially employed 
may transmit such falsehoods to Ministers with impunity ; that such ex 
parte mis-statements may be laid before tlie King and the Privy Council, 
without affi>rding the parties concerned an opportunity of knowing and 
refuting the scandalous allegations — there must be an end of all faith^ 
security, and honour, in the service of the Crown, at any distance 
•from the Seat of Government. 

Fortunately for the Public Service, in the present instance, these 
aspersions hare been levelled against one who is not to be deterred 
from the performance of his duty by any combination of delinquency 
operating on the weakness and credulity of some, and on the perverted 
43)oralities and obscure intellects of others. 

Nineteenth^ ^ That I had become a Public Accuser, and had re* 
course to miserable expedients, in my endeavours to calumniate the 
public justice of the Country.*' 

It is impossible to calunrniate^ without producing accusations or as* 
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^ertiong, which are false, injurious, and malignant. Those whidi I 
have produced are not only verified by Vouchers, Documents, and in- 
disputable Evidepce, but the party in questicm has been forced to 
admit them, after having had recourse to the miserable expedients, 
fir^t, of calumniating me as his Accuser, then of denying all the fads ; 
next, of admitting all the fa6ls, and afterwards of attempting to jus- 
tify^ as necessary and meritorious, those very a6ls which he had pre- 
viously reprobated as injurious and malignant imputations* So far 
from having been adtuated by any spirit, as a matter of choice, to 
become a Public Accuser, I was forced to resist the attempts which 
were persisted in to involve me prospe<Slively in the same system of 
atrocity. I do not come forward as a voluntary Accuser, but as a 
Defender of the colonial interests and Inhabitants of Trinidad. 

The produdlion of the Criminal Charges, and of the Evidence and 
Documents in support of them, together with the Extra<Sts from the 
Minutes of the Council and Cabildo on judicial subjeds, and my dis- 
cussions on those points, will afford the best proof how far I have en- 
deavoured to calumniate the public justice of the Country. 

Twentieth^ '^ That I seiz^ed the Public Records, and deprived the 
accused of the means of defending themselves.'* 

The reverse of this is proved to be the fadl by the accompanying 
Documents, shewing that I preser\'ed the Public Kecords, and secured 
to the accused the means of defending themselves. 

Twenty-first^ *^ That I entered the house of a Chief Magistrate, 
armed for the purpose of rescuing a public delinquent, who had been 
committed by the Government'in Council.*' 

The same Documents referred to in the preceding article, and 
the annexed Declaration on oath, by Messrs. Adderley, Burke, Hill, 
Mackenzie, and Vint, establish the falsehood of the allegation. The 
person alluded to by Colonel Pidlon, was not a public delinquent, 
but the Keeper of the Public Records, Mr. De Castro, who had 
faithfully and pun<Slually performed his official duty. He was not 
committed by the Government in Council, but by an illegal a6l of a 
meeting of the two Junior Commissioners, unlawfully assembled, with- 
out any intimation to me the Senior Commissioner, although I was then 
present in Port of Spain ; of course, the a6ls of that meeting were 
struck with nullity. 

Twenty 'Secondy *^That I arbitrarily released a prisons committed by 
authority of a Magistrate, and interfered in the due execution of his' 
duty.'* 

The prisoner alluded to, was named Durand, sent to jail by Mr. 
Noel, Commandant of the Carenage. The Provokt-Marshal, Mr. 
Adderley, has sufficiently proved, that Durand was released from 
prison, because he had been unlawfully confined without any spe- 
xufication of an offence— ^^ jmqu^a nouvel orrfra**-dire6tty contrary to 
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the Spanish Law on this 8ubje6^, qtioted hoxn the RMopiiaeion m the 
acoompanying Documents. So far was I froro ever intef fering with any 
of the Magistrates in the dc^ 'execution of their duty, that I invariably 
encouraged and required from them a 8tri<^ adherence to the Capitu* 
lation, to tlie Treaty of Amiens, and to the lawa under which they 
were bound to a^ by His Majesty's Instructions. Mr. Noel afterwarda 
aent a specification of an offence in proper form ; in consequence of 
which Durand wis confined in jail for several months. He was acquit- 
ted by the Alcalde during my absence, and prepared to bring an ac-* 
tion against Mr. Noel for fidse imprisonment ; but his legal adviser, 
Mr. Double, strongly impressed him with the danger of bringing any 
action against a White Man, and a Commandant, which would infkU 
libly have exposed him to farther persecution. He therefore deter- 
mined to sell his property, and to leave the Carenage, in order to avoid 
Ae oppressions ot Mr. Noel. 

. Twenty^thirdy ^^ That I brought forward persons to accuse him, and 
detached them to canvass the town and country to solicit charges 
against him ; that the whole of their namee are to be found signed to 
two Letters of the lOth of May, 1800, addressed to the Duke of Port- 
land and to the Right Honourable Henry Dundas, at a period posterior 
to all the alledged enormities/' 

In the first place, I never brought forward, nor detached any per- 
son, to accuse, to canvass, or to solicit charges. It is a matter of no*^ 
toriety, that until the 17th of March, 1803, I constantly refused to 
hear any thing coniie6ted with retro^6live accusation. On that day. 
Colonel Pi(5lon*s Minute of Council, and other proceedings, announced 
bis determination to persist in forcing me either to participate, and 
prospedively san^ion and continue his system of severity, or to expe- 
rience all his outrage. I determined to resist the one and to expose 
the other. From that moment all restraints on retrospedKve accusa- 
tion were removed ; and, in a short time, such a mass of criminal 
information was received, and verified in proper legal form, as never 
had been charged against any British Gk)vernor, at any period of the 
Monarchy— all of which has been already stated. 

In the next place, it appears that the persons who signed the Letters 
of the lOth of May, 1800, had no concern whatever with the accusa-* 
tions which I read to Colonel Pi6lon in Council, on the 24th of March, 
1803. It is true, that some of those individuals have been examined 
k) support of the charges ; for it has been my object to establish or 
confirm the fadls by persons who have been intimately conneded with 
bim, and oflicially employed under him, as well as by those who have 
signed Letters and Addresses in his favour. With this view I 
iuggested that his Secretary, Major Collins, and Colbnel Andrew 
Clarke, were material Witnesses^ which their testimonies have suffi* 
ctently evinced. I am confident that Colonel Balfour, Captain West, 
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Mr. Nttg<mt^ Col<lfiel DsrKi^, CaptAin Shdtoa^ and other Oontletam, 
^ho hai^ been examined on behalf of Colonel Pi&on, will prove equally 
efficient for the purpose of corroborating theCharges again^ htm^ as seoti 
as I shall be made ^M:quainted with the evidence they have delivered, and 
pertnitted to 8ugge$t the interrogations necessary to ascertain the cir-* 
comstances under which the a6ls specified in the different cases were 
committed. At all events, however, it is requisite for me to contra* 
dift the assertion of Colonel PiAon, that the atledged enormities wer6 
posterior to the Letters of the lOth of May 1800, addressed to tht 
Duke ^f Pbrtland and to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

On the contrary, some of the greatest enormities were committed 
subsequent to the month of August 1801 ; at a period, when Ihe gene- 
ral pacification had precluded the possibility of resting any palliation or 
fidtitious statements respedling apprehensions from foreign or domestic 
enemies. From August 1801, till Aprtl 1602, no l^s than a§ per- 
sons suffered mutilation, torture, banishment, and death, on charges of 
sorcery, divination, witchcrafk, a«d poisoning by means of clkrms. 
Their names are inserted in the accompanying Minute^ dated the igth 
of March 1803. 

' The crimes of which these vldlims stood accused, were not cogniz*. 
able by any English Law, still less by any Spanish Ordinance ; no 
temporal Tribunal in that Country, nor any other Tribunal, except the 
Inquisition, having any jurisdkftion over offences considered as imagi^ 
nary, or entirely of a spiritual nature. 

In defiance ot all principles and forms of English and of Spanish Law j 
without an Assessor — ^without a Defender for the accused ; without an 
Interpreter, Governor Pi<Slon appointed certain Frenchmen to form a 
Commission for the trial of crimes not amenable to any English, or t* 
any Spanish JurisdiAion. In appointing this Commission, Governor 
Pifton assumed a power which no King of England ever exercised^ 
ever delegated, or ever could confer. In the Evidence and Authori- 
ties which I have already brought forward, the violations of the prin^ 
ciples, forms, and praftice of Spanish Law, committed by Governor 
Piifton are fully established. Twenty-nine charges of death, unlaw* 
folly iiiflidted, are proved, or offered to be proved. It is established in 
evidence, ready to be confirmed by the great Body of Inhabitants in 
Trinidad, that, during the whole period of Colonel Fi6lon's Govern* 
ment, from the month of March 1797, there never occurred a single 
instance of mutiny, disturbance, or insurredion in the Garrison, in the 
Town, or in the Island of Trinidad : that all classes of the Inhabitants 
were obedient to the Laws ; that the jails and picquet guards were 
perfeftly secure for the detention of Prisoners ; that the Civil and Cri- 
minal Tribunals were never once interrupted in the ordinary discharge 
of Judicial Duty ; that Martial Law was never proclaimed ; that the 
Militia was never ordered on permanent service ; and that no circum« 
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ttsnce ever hapf^ned to interrupt the ordinary course of proceedings 
by Givil, Criminal, or Military Law. All this, however^ it seeops, ia 
Bot sufficient. These severities^ cruel, illegal^ and unnecessary as 
they may appear, were perpetrated, as we are told, with the. best 
designs, without guile, and for the public safety. The colour and 
complexion of an a<Si:, depends on the intention with which it is per-* 
formed ; and Colonel Pi<Slon asserts, that he was a<5luated by no sinis* 
ter motive. If this affords sufficient justification re6pe<Sling the deedU 
proved to have been committed by that Grovernor, I would ask, what 
a&s on earth could constitute guilt ; what evidence could possibly 
attach criminality to any Governor, or Military Commandant ? On. 
the other hand, what Individual could have any security for charaiSterj^ 

Eerson, property or life, under a Ruler eicercisiug such unrestrained 
cense of arbitrary power ? 

The reign of terror was completely established : the mode in which 
business was daily transa6led at the Government-House waa so- sum- 
mary, so absolute, so unlike any thing conneded with Record, that 
the Secretary often had no notes of the public proceedings of the day ; 
^* ^StSSerf ^^^^ ^^^ Council was seldom called, and then was hardly ever con- 
2^X>m its , suited ; but merely received intimations on such official subjeds, as- 
SuiS*n!?orja-were dire6led by Instrudlions from home,, to be stated in Council, 
auary 1803. 'pj^g Cabildo, or Municipal Tribunal, was never visited by the Go- 

vernor, except once or twice a year, as a matter of form ; and usually 
received their Mandates from him through the medium of Messrs. 
Black and Begorrat, who aiSled in the Cabildo with full powers under 
him. 

The management of the Prison was taken from the Alguazil Mayorj 
and the whole was vested in Vallot ; so that the Governor, Judge and 
Jailer, were relieved from any control or collateral restraint. It is 
hardly possible for a European, who has never visited the Tropics, to 
credit the multitude of detail oppressions habitually infiided under this 
despotic and inquisitorial system. . 

No one could land in the Colony without his permission ; no one 
could remain in it longer than he pleased. If a Gentleman was out- 
raged by him in bis usual terms, as a Villain, Traitor, or Brigand, the 
insult, at the time, could not be resented. If a Gentleman wished to 
carry on business as a Notary, he must obtain a license from the Go- 
vernor, who confined his permission to Mr. Knox. It is ready to be 
proved in evidence, that no Lawyer or Escrivaqp durst venture^ with 
impunity, to draw a Deed, or state a Case, much less to plead a Cause,, 
displeasing to. the Governor. If the Captain, of a Merchant-ship 
offended him, he refused permission for the landing of the goods,, or 
for the departure of the vessel; and, in other cases, withheld his si^-^ 
nature from the Register, If the Commander of a vessel on arrival, 
happened to. deliver a letter to any Individual without soiding it to the 

Governor,;. 
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Ctevernor, or to the Fbat^mastery who was entirely under his influence; 
he was menaced with the gallaws ; s^ adlually occurred in the case of 
Captain Fairie^ If a Newspaper contained any paragraph^ however 
unobje6lionab£e» that displeased him, the Printer was sent to prison, and 
his license withdrawn, as happened to Mr. Hargrave, and to his Assist* 
ant, Mr. Sullivan, merely for having gone to inquire for him in jail. 

A boat,^ or l^Uuich,. is indispensable in the Plantations near the sea^ 
for conveyance of produce, and for suppUes of necessary stores : but 
auf^h a boat could not be kept without the Governor's permission. 

No one could be married without bis license, nor could an order 
for burial be Qbtained without his leave. 

The latitude thus given for corruption and oppression ; for the 
seizure, withholding, and illegal transfer of property, could liardly be 
explained in any reasonable bounds. 

If a Merchant, having debts due to him in the Colony, incurred re*- 
aentment from the Governor, his whole claims were retarded, or re- 
je<Sled, and ruin infallibly ensued. 

There are numerous cases of individuals sacrificed to his scrutinizing 
resentments, which, in all directions, pursued any one who had the 
misfortune to disapprove his measures^ to thwart him in the sale or 
purchase of an estate, of a cargo of lumber, salt fish, or other provi- 
sions for his Negroes, or in any circumstance which he conceived ad- 
verse to his system, injurious to his pecuniary interests, or unpleasant 
to his irritable disposition. 

Various warehousemen and shopkeepers were ruined in the follow- 
ing manner : 

When any person of that description hesitated to supply Rosetta 
Smith, his housekeeper, with articles at her own price, or otherwise 
fell under the Governor's displeasure, an Order was issued to shut up 
the store, and to put it under charge of ihe Officers of Justice, witlh- 
out inventory, or schedule of particulars^ The owner was condudled 
before the Governor, or Alcalde, and deposited in jail. In the mean 
while, the goods were embezzled, lost, or spoiled; the customers 
formed other connexions, and the creditors lost all confidence : they 
knew, that even if their unfortunate debtor should get clean of his iniv 
prisonment, he would remain under the unrelenting displeasure of the 
Governor, and would infallibly be ruined. ; of course, they proceeded 
to enforce immediate payment of their debts. Thus the unhappy in- 
dividual was compeyed to sell off his goods, at any loss, by public ven^ 
due, or other summary exposure. If the Gk)vemor wished to involve 
any other persons- in the ruin, he dire<£led them to be summoned^ as 
witnesses, and detained in prison, lest they should abscond. Their 
stores, also, were of course shut up, and they too shared in the re- 
sentments of this despotic Ruler. 

Gandemen haying company at dinner, and omitting to drink the 

Govemor'%, 
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Govcrnor*8 health, they and their guests were upbraided for the neg* 
le<5l, by his Excellency, in terms of great asperity, 

A convivial entertainment, in honour of the Peace, was forbidden, and 
the company dispersed by Black Troops under the Orders of the 
Governon 

A most loyal and well composed Address to the King, congratU'- 

lating His Majesty on the success of his Arms, and on the restoration 

seeAddresito of Peace, exDOsed all the individuals who persisted in the Address, to 

Hit Majesty on i.'* . , rr.-- rm 

the Peace; and unrelcntmg persccutiou, and some of them to imprisonment. The 

fMiSt'^iSfghwn, Governor declared them to be desperate perturtwtors, epemi^ to the 

»te^,slSd«ioo. British Government, because tbey respeftfully expressed their hopes^ 

that His Majesty, in due time, would be graciously pleased to confer 

on them the blessings of living under British Laws. 

It would be endless to enumerate the detail interferences of Gover- 
nor Piifton, to the detriment of individuals, or to specify the aggra- 
vated insults, aspersions, and oppressions, which they suffered ^om 
him*. 

Although even the most strenuous adherents of Governor Pi6lon 
admit the violence of his nature, yet some of them have attempted to 
suggest the absence of pecuniary corruption from his charadter. 

The influence of bold assertion, and insolent demeanour, aided by a 
system of terror, was never more strongly exemplified than in the his- 
tory of Trinidad. 

It was loudly asserted to be requisite for the safety of the Colony, to 
imprison, banish, mutilate, torture, hang, shoot, burn, and behead, 
many hundred vidlims. 

Few persons knew, and no one dm-st inquire into, or spec^the 
numbers who had suffered. 

The general proposition wad enforced as a sacred axiom, and as a 
matter of credence, on every individual who hoped to prosper, or to 
enjoy official and judicial favour in the Colony. Again, it was de- 
clared, that evtt-y one who dared to disapprove of any a<Sl of the Go- 
vernor, or to withhold assent and approbation froip ail his measures, 
and from those of his advisers, were, in diredl terms, villains, traitors, 
and brigands. 

This proposition, too, was impdled upon the Public ; and although 
it violated the* feelings and convidions of numerous respedlable con^ 
nexions, in every class and order of society, yet assent to the dodrine 
was so rigorously exaded, under penalty of prosQrtption, that it ope*- 

* At prescrnt, it will be sufficient to quote tbe cases of Mr Tbos. Susftb, Mr. Lswrall,* 
Mr. Wintcrflood, Mr. Montgorocrie. Mr. Bond, Mr, Sbaw, Mr. Higbftn, Mr. Sainler- 
son, Mr. Macnamara, Mr. Dawson^ Mr. Barry, Mr. Minchin, Mr. Mendez, Mr. Bas- 
aafalc Padre Angeles, Mr. Bacque and Lis daughter, and Mr. Marchand. These ar^ enume- 
rated as specimens of the outrages and dilapidations to which His Majestj^s Subj^^, as 
wd) at the moit rospedlablc Foreigners, were subjedcd under tiie Oareauneat of Colonel 
FiaoD. 
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rated like threats of excommunication in the barbarous ages ; insomuch; 
that few men were found bold enough to dispute the tenet^ or to hold 
forth aid and comfort to the nearest friend or relative, if under the 
Governor's anathema. 

In the next place, it was circulated that the Governor's attention to 
the Public Expenditure, and his disregard for pecuniary advantage 
were exemplary, as well as his labours to promote the security, and to 
increase tiie defences of the Island. 

These assertions were seldom contradi6led, because no one durst ex- 
press a doubt of them with impunity. 

The total absence of all preparation for security and Military Defence, sec Letter to 
is specified in my Letter, dated 23d of May, to Lieutenant-General^'e^TcriSfidd.' 
Grinfield. -Jl'/.'^.",?^ 

The degree of truth attached to that part of the panegyric, which 
asserts the absence of pecuniary corruption from Governor Pidlon's 
condu<5l, will appear by reference to the Documents and Vouchers 
respe6ling the Cases charged against Colonel Pidlon, as corrupt trans- 
actions in his capacity of Civil Grovernor. 

For example : J. B. Savignon, a Minor, plundered of his property 
by Grovernor K^fton, who appropriated fifteen Slaves to his own 
emolument. 

Predatory expedrtions to the Spanish Main for cattle. 

Great quantities of valuable timber for ship-building and other 
purposes, cut on the Crown Lands, and unaccounted for. 

A large supply of stones and lime, dug from the Town quarries, 
under the management of the Cabildo, for the Public Service, pro* ' 
per to have been employed in the const ru6lion of a Jail, but carried 
off, at the public expence, to Governor Pi<5ion's Estate, and applied 
to the eredlion of his sugar-houses, and other works, on one of his 
Plantations. 

The culpable mismanagement of the Revenue, including the duty of 
3^ per cent, leviable on all Goods exported and imported ; amounting, 
on an average, for the last three years, to more than 50,000 Dollars 
annually, and the application of that money remains yet to be accounted 
for, exceeding 300,000 Dollars, besides the Revenues of the Cabildo, 
including one-half per cent, already mentioned, together with Duties 
on Grog Shops, Billiard Tables, and other Municipal Colledlions. 

The transactions respedling many hundred Maroon Slaves, as already 
stated, huddled froip all quarters into the Jail, and their names or de- 
scriptions never advertised till after my arrival, and by my dire6lion. 

The exadlions from their Owners, before any of them could be 
{released from prison, and numbers of them clandestinely sold, with- 
out any price being accounted for, either to the Owners or to the 
Public. 
Qrants or occupancy of Lands, without any authority from Go- 
vernment^ 
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vemment, conferred in order to favour various IndividualSjwhiie' 
the property of others was oppressively taken from them, as in the 
case of Mr. Sorzano, Treasurer or Contador, under Governor Cha- 
cone, who was deprived of his possessions at Orchetta, between 
Arouca and Arima/ and the occupancy of it conferred on Mr, 
Protin. This Gentleman was not only the declared enemy of Mr. 
Sorzano, but waa thus rewarded for having coUedled and conveyed ac- 
cusations, against Governor Chacone, at the instigation of .Governor 
Pi<fton, and of hh adviser, Don Christoval de Roblez, to the Court of 
Madrid. The particulars will appear in the case of Mr. Sorzano and 
of Mr. Protin, with the opinion which I wrote upon the subjedl, and 
with the Investigation and Report, which I directed to be made by the 
Surveyor-Greneral, and by the Commissaries of Population *. 

Transactions with Captains of American vessels, respecting the 
relative prices to be fixed on their cargoes for the use of the Colony, 
on the one hand, and articles to be disposed of by the Governor, on 
the other. 

The Exemptions and Indulgencies granted to some of the most des- 
perate and dangerous Brigands, who obtained favour and protedlion 
from the Governor, by rendering themselves useful instruments in his 
service. , . ' 

In a military point of view, the Charges against him are not less 
serious. 

First y For issuing Orders after the 12th of February 1803, direct- 
ing the Military Officers under his Command, to refuse all aid and 
protedlion to the Civil Government, and to the Inhabitants. 

Second, For unlawful endeavours to intimidate persons sup- 
posed capable of giving evidence or information in support of the 
Charges exhibited against him ; in particular, for employing Black 
Soldiers belonging to the Qth or I2th West India Regiments, in His 
Majesty's Service, to seize and imprison in the Common Jail, Joseph 
Timbrill, Esq. Surgeon to the Royal Artillery, because he declined 
answering questions, respe<aing a Declaration imputed to him on the 
8ubje6l of Hugh Gallagher, a Soldier belonging to the Royal Artillery, 
who was hanged at Port of Spain, in the month of May, 1797, by 
order of Governor PicSlon, without any form of Trial. 

Thirdy For employing Officers and Soldiers in His Majesty's Ser- 
vice, to assist in directing or applying torture on different persons. 

Fourth^ For employing Soldiers on his own Estate, and for his own 
advantage, when their services were requisite in Garrison, or with 
their Corps. 

Fifth, For granting to Mrs. Rosetta Smith, a Woman of Colour, 

* The proceedings against Governor Cbacone were still more extraordinaiy; as specified 
in wy Letter of the 23d of Maj 1803^ to Conunodore Hood. 
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*v^ liv^d with trim, a Contra^ for supplying the Soldiers Bllrracks 
with Wood, and other Articles. 

Sixths For illegally emplopng Soldiers to seize and ejeft from the 
Estate of Orange Grove, John Dawson, Esq. 

Seventh^ For illegally employing Soldiers to eje6l from her own 
house, Mrs. Grriffiths and her three Daughters, and for putthig Mrs. 
Rosetta Smith, who lived with him, in possession of Mrs. Griffith s*s 
priiperty, by means of military force. 

Eighehj j&br illegally employing Soldiers and others, without any 
form or specification of an offence, to seize and drag to prison, and 
to detain in an ignominious manner, the following persons : — Messrs. 
Higham, Redhead, Rutherford, Bradsliaw, Minchin, Hargrove, Sul- 
livan, Dubois, Savignon, D^Espana, Dowding, and many others. 
Dire6lly violating by military ftwce, all forms of Civil Judicature, es- 
tablished by the Capitulation, and granted to the Colony under His 
Majesty*s Authority. 

Ninthy For violating the King*!s Civil Grovernment, by issuing a 
Proclamation on the 27t'h of April, 1803, declaring the First Commis- 
^pner to be no longer considcmd as officiating in his Public Situation, 
and by dire£):in^,i V ComtrUttKbttt^ the Troops, that all Military as 
well as Civil Persons should conduct themselves accordingly. 

Tenth, For fisobeying the Orders of the King, dated the 23d of 
April, 1803, and for preparation of military force and a6Vual resist- 
ance to His Majesty*^ Uivil Government, and to the First Com- 
mi^ioner, on his return to Port of Spain, on the 6th of June, 
1803, at ^traie when B.G.;Pt<5tan4)eM no Civil Authority, but still 
continued as Military Commandant, until the 14th of June, when he 
waa removed by order of Gaierkl GriniioW* 

Elevenihy For numerous misrepresentations, transmitted to the 
Colonial Department, arid to other Pubfic Offices, in a manner unbe- 
coming the chaitufter of an Officer and a Gentleman, with the view 
of attempting to repd the serious Cliarges which had been pre- 
ferred gainst him. ' . . 

This last assertion is comptlet^y established by indisputable evi- 
dence, and by reference to Letters addressed to Lord Hobart, dated 
February 18, 1803, and 6th of March, from Colonel Piifton. Also, 
by reference to other Letters addressed to Lord Hobart, signed by 
Commis»oinera Pifion and Hood, arid dated 24th and 28th of March, 
and 2d of April, a» well as by others transmitted to the Treasury, con- 
taining gross mis-statements on the sufage6t 6f Finance. 

The sinister influence of such proceedings on the Spaniards, and 
other Inhabitants of the Island, and of South America, has already 
been explained. The impression was not less unfavourable in other 
quarters : for example ; the failure of the Cotton Crops, and other 
circumstances in the Bahama Islands, have, within these few years, de- 

i> d termined 



Digitized by 



Google 



IP* 

turmiifed many pergohs to pbarnkm %ht\v pp«s»»$i«a$/ Their firat <4»- 
je&, and intentions were to remove to Tritiidacilj but the reports o( se- 
verities exercised in that Island under Governor PicSlon, were of such 
a nature as to deter them from hawrding their familiea, their proper- 
tiea, and Uves, under such a Government ; insomuch, that five or six 
hundred Europeans have changed their views, and hwe removed with 
Jfivfe pr six thousand Negroes from tjie Bahama Iskud^ to America i, 
all of whom, as I am informed, under any thing resembling a British^ 
Government, would h*ve pa^ferred Establishments in Trinidad. 

Colonel Piaon concludes his Address by stating, '' That if again 
placed in similar circumstances, he would- pursue the same line of con^ 
d\\& ;" and acids, that great disorders require great remedies.. In this 
sentiment I perfe<aiy concur, bpt conceive that it applies with equal 
force to those who govern, as to those vbo are governed. Under this 
impression, I shall U)r once adopt CoJonel Pidon's language, and hope 
that this investigation, which it has been my duty to bring forward,, 
will afford the means of applying a^ecftedy, <;Qmmenaurat© to the occa- 
sion, by enabling His Majesty's Minifsteia and Pfuttiament, to inter^ 
pose such checks and regulationa, asmmj ift future^ efTefiuiillyiprQte^ 
the Colcnista from suca ieo^cwm^es.aiiiocciurred wider his Gkikr6«it 
ment. /, : . .. - '' \ i u . ; 

As a justification for bis prooeedkigSi Coloo^ Kidboh baa con- 
stantly held forth that he had obtained. ilatteriog teatimonidls {vam 
Commanders-inrChief, and from Right HbnouraUe Secretaries of 
State ; all of whom, I helieve, recdved their inibnnatioa respe^ng 
his condu^, in. Di^patchta fi-ora thimself, . and iet Addresses^ wkich he 
transmitted. /.» '"ii'. ""^ • ' , '' ■ 

The same system of terrc^t<, by wliibh he prevented conaploiats ft om 
being officially communicated to His A&jesty^s Ministers, was no' less 
eflS^Sually applied to obtain Declarations in his fanoor. In conse^ 
quence pf great dissatiafisiSiQn ieicited by 'hflsn^asures, Jue wa?, appre- 
hensive of being recalled. In order to m\prem\ Minjigkers with a 
strong sensation of his merits, Messrs. Black ana Langtoiv Meinbers^ 
of tl>e Cabildo, were euipJoyedta pdev^L on that Body t© petition i£he 
King tq contmue him in the Governnoent of Trinidad. : AIth<Higii4:he 
Members^ were highly displeased with hisf proceedings, the fnovd ind 
urgent mode of intimation^ forced them to comply *. * A Petition waa 
prepared fvom^ the Cabilck), and one fi-oib: People in the clkmn^ 
they were replet;e with fallat^^ and stated Ihe Colony ^to ^ imddr !re^ 
volutionary in^uenoe at: the period o£. ike. capture. The .ecntrafvy^ 
tiQwever^ wa$i proved to be the (wBl, because, the crev^^ several Ilepub- 

* * Some of the Memben, wko-w^ra too aiueb inttoidiitsd to^tlsAisediefriigfmHm^^ te* 
taiof4 ^^ ^^^ pofif^eaftipn private. pf«ite»t% .wkkjtbe view of ibemi^tkat Jlitinftigniag tho 

Address wa« contrary to their icclinatiofl. : ' ,t 
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Ifcsan vepseU, a!t the time in the Boad, would have enabled the dis- 
aflfe6i:ed, if there had been any number of them, to have defeated the 
foi^ce left nmfer Colonel Pkfton. The asfiertton also was disproved by 
tlie ccnducft <rf the Coloured People, who resisted all attempts to ex- 
cite disturbance among^them. The obvious m*aningof the misrepre- 
^ntations .^jontcilned in these Addi-essfes, was to describe the Colony 
4s in imminent danger, in order to induce a belief of the Governor's 
nierfW m the minds of Ministers, and to obtain an approbation of his 
^oceedings* It \^ generally oinderstood, however, that Colonel Ptc- 
ton never «i)ecified to His R&Jesty*s Ministers a single instance of 
mutitiy^ ittsQboixlination, or disturbance, in the Garrison^ in the 
Town, or in* the Island, dttrifig the whole period of his a6ting as 
Commandant and Governor of Trinidad. The Petition remained ten 
day& at Mr. Bfowne's house, and all the Inhabitants were urged to 
sign it, without efFe6l. At length Colonel Fidlon was informed that 
there were hardly ten signatures. Messrs. Mallet and Patrice were 
dire6ted to cafPy the Petition roimd the houses : by the urgent mode 
m which this duty was efffefted^ about 200 names, the greatest part 
of them foreigners, were at last obtained. If possible, a still stronger 
deception was imposed upon His Majesty'sMinisters by the same Go- 
vernor. Similar intimidations -enabled him to procure a Declaration 
from certain Inhabitants, that the introdu6lion of British Laws was 
hostile to the interests and im^linations of the Colony ; although, with 
i, vei^ few exceptions, of individuals leagued with Governor Fi2lon, or 
anxious to ftVbid the estftWishment of regular Courts of Justice, and 
the payment of their debts^ all the ^^rchants and other persons 
decidedly wished for the introduction of British Jurisprudence. But 
till the establishment of the Commission they durst not attempt to 
bring forward any applicafeion to that eflfedt. 

The question is now fairly at issue, whether the Governor of Trini- 
dad ntay, wieh impunity, commrt whatever enormities he pleases, and 
justify himself by producihig testimonials from Compurgators, either 
implicated in his transactions, or deceived by his mis-statements. The 
result will determine, whether the Colonists must abandon the Island, 
or submit to the most cruel proscription, if they dare to whisper an ob- 
jedion, or to withhold their signatures from Addresses praising the 
Rnler, by whom they are cppressed. 

With respcft to the occurrences of Trinidad, so far as I was con- 
cerned, my condtt6t was regulated by the same principles and views 
that dire^ed my endeavours in India and elsewhere, and which, 
on various occasions, have procured me the most flattering testi* 
monies of approbation. The transa^ions in which I had formerly 
been engaged were perfeAly known to His Majesty's Ministers, and 
I therefore conceived my appointment in the Commission for Trinidad 
proceeded from their wish, that a just and liberal system, embracing 
the interests of every class and colour, should be introduced for the 
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benefit of this new and Valuable Colony. To the titmost of my ability 
I laboured to produce harmony, co-operation, aspiritof improvement^ 
and attention to the Laws and regulations throughout the whole Set- 
tlement. Accustomed as I had l^en to the Inhabitaota of Tropical 
Qimates, this was no new subject to me, but one upon which I had 
bestowed much serious thought, and pradlical attention, suited to 
the magnitude and importance of the objed. As my opinions and 
modes of ading, however, are totally dissimilar from those of Co* 
lonel PiiSion, he is pleased to depreciate them in proportion as he 
exalts his own system of Government, which has been denominated 
jthe counterpart of that of Robespierre. The Great Ruler of the Uni-r 
verse has commanded us '^ to do justice and love mercy : the servants 
of the King are bound to execute justice in mercy. Colonel Pidon 
seems to have taken the converse of the proposition : *^ do injustice,, 
and pra<5lise cruelty." 

However unwillitig I may be to follow the exnmple of Colonel Pic-* 
ton, in bringing forward wnat is merely personal, or complimentary ta 
myself, it appears at present absolotelv ntccssary tlvit I sbouM 8ul>- 
fetantiate, by the most respedable Evidence, in what light my prin-^ 
dples and proceedings have been considered by tbose distii^uished 
Governors, Commanders, and other Official Persons, with whom I 
had the honour of a6ling, on a much more extensive theatre of ope« 
rations than the Island of Trinidad could exliibit, during the short 
period in which Colonel Pinion has had the ingenuity to discover 
that my charader was a compound of every thing disreputable and 
unworthy. 

The Testimonials now affixed to this Statement, were originally in- 
tended for a very different purpose. Indeed, at the time these Letters, 
so highly flattering to me, were written, it would have been extremely 
difficult to have made me for a moment suppose, tliat any circum- 
stances, such as have now occurred, could ever lead to the necessity 
of defending myself against a combination of fabrications equally 
disgraceful in themselves, and in the modes of expression by which 
they are conveyed. I am charged, in language appropriate to the 
charadler and liabits of Colonel Pid on and nis adherents, with intro- 
ducing a system of disorganization, and levelling all distin<Stions, under 
the form of a specious philantliropy ; in short, with every weak and 
wicked measure calculated to bring the Colony of Trinidad to ruin. 
While, on the other hand, Colonel Pi<5ton takes credit for having 
saved the Island to Great Britain by his prompt, vigorous, and ener- 
getic Groverriment. He boasts of the implicit obedience he exa<5led^ 
and also of the submission yielded by him, at all times, to his supe- 
riors ; and adduces in proof of this, that he even accepted the com- 
mand of Trinidad in compliance with the orders of hia Commander, 
Sir Ralph Abercromby . I should hardly suppose any individual entitled to 
absdute credit on any part of his public condu<Sl, resting solely upon hia 
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own asaertiMi ; I hate tkerefone here produced the strongest dedara-- 
tions from those distinguisbed - persons under whose immediate com- 
mand I have served, and also from the Gentlemen at the head of the 
Chril Departments with whom I aded, together with the most cordial 
sentiments of approbatioB from Officers of high consfderatton, both 
Naval and Military, with whom I was engaged in important and suc^ 
iessful operations, and in the most intimate habits of pdvate life. 
These Doouments contain a dire£t contradidion, in every point, t# 
the views of my temper, principles, and chara^^er, which it hag 
pleased Colonel Pi<£lon to bold forth, upon the knowledge of a fewr 
weeks, during which he found me out to be of an artful, cunnine;, 
malignant, and avaricious nature ; and afterwards is stated, officially 
to have reported me to His Miyesty's Ministers as in a situation of se*^ 
vious and positive insanity. 

In bringing forward these testimonials, my objedt is, that the Right 
Honourable Members of His Majesty's Council and Gk>vemment may 
fully recolle6l some of the Services on which I have been employed, 
the principles on which I have invariably a£ted, and obtained the most 
gratifying iq:>probation ; that notwithstanding my conciliatory inclina- 
tions and habits, no eoiffiideration can induce me to sanation injustice 
and aggression, or to concur and participate in measures of deliu* 
quency. 

I will not snfier my own character to be implicated in sheltering^ 
cruelty and oppression ; and 1 will, to the last moment of my exist- 
ence, assert and vindicate the National Ifonour. 
. I did conceive that these sentiments, which I have maintained 
through life, were among the principal reasons for which I was seleded 
to condudl the affinrs of Trinidad, and to suggest and report such ar* 
rangements as might enable Ministers to form a system tor improving 
that yaludt>le Setu«nent, as a model for correcting the numerous 
abuses in the Government and general regulation of the Colonies* 

Happen what may, I have had the good fortune to rescue the English 
Name and Character from the imputations thrown upon them by the 
'd€ts of Governor Pidon. I have already received the best reward that 
can be conferred on a welUregulated mind, unequivocal testimonies of 
confidence and attachment from the great body of British Merchants, 
and other Inhabitants of Trinidad^ on the one hand; and from ail classes 
of Spaniards, and Coloived Men, connedled with the Continent of 
South America, on the Other. The Coloured Classes considered me as 
a Prote6)or; and the Negroes, as one, who laboured to preserve them 
from cruel punishments, and torture. In every instance I adhered to 
the terms of the Capitulation, and to His Majesty's Instruiftions,. by 
which I was bound to a<S^. 

It is unfortunate, however, for the diara^let of the British Govern- 
ment, and for the English influeace with the Spaniards, and other 
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^Shtnbni cm ^e Amefictn Continent^' that 811&- tmirircaMtafale cocin«» 
tecMSHocia lunre been permitted* I was appotated First Coimnissionery 
without toy power whatever^ elcept what might: arite fraei my Castmg' 
Vote, in the event of one of my Colleagues being absent^ and aabw 
jfidt to have erery ord^ and arrangement rerersed the imnnent he 
arrived. 

The Second Commissioner, as Commandant of the Troops, held 
all the military and efficient power in the Colony ; the Third (jommis* 
siorter, as Naval Commander, heid all the influence derived from thef 
promotions, contrails, and transaSions of the Naval Force on the 
West Indian Station. 

. It has been my lot to contend in favour of the Laws and Resahi** 
tions appointed by His Majesty for the security and welfare (rf the* 
Colony, and to be opposed by the combined exertions of my Ccil*^ 
leagues*. 

V Theee disreputable scenes, repeated in different direiSHons, sap the 
foundations of British popularity, security, and influence : they render 
the English Name and Chara6ter odious to other Nations, and they 
tend materially to obstrudl the successful enterprises of Qreat Britain 
in periods of prosperity, and to endanger the mety of her posseastont 
in less propitious moments. 

In the present instance, the pernicious efFeA of "countenuftiot^ 
and fluctuation, during a few months, has been singulaiiy toemplified. 
Socm after my arrival in Trinidad, in January 1803, the B^venties of 
Governor Pi6ton were checked and interrupted. I was then driven^ 
off (1st of April) from the diredtioti of afiaira for three monthis ; and 
the former system of intimidation and severity was renewed with doubte* 
vigour. On the I4th of June, B. G. Pi^n was removed, and the 
JVfilitary Force placed nnder hid declared Friend and Prote<9jbr, B. G«. 
Fredmck Maitland. On the l6th of June I was restored to antherity ;' 
and the confidence of the Spaniards, and other Foreigner* eonne^ed* 
with Spanish and continental interests, revived. Many of them were 
hastenmg to Trinidad in all directions, from Angostoura, Guiri, Guara- 
pudiy, Cumana, Barcelona, Margarita, la Guayra, tfaeCarracas, and as 
far as Maracaibo, and the neat Kio de la Maddalena. On the idth 
of July B. G. Hislop arrived ; and on the 20th of July I erofaorked for* 
Europe. A mingled Council has sinc» been formed. The confidentid 
and olMdoxious instruments under Governor Pi<9on have again been 
called forth ; and various Spaniards who went to Trinidad with unpor-: 
tant commnnici^ions for me, found that I had embarked, and that the 
aSbirs of the Island were conducted under an influence unpropitious to 
them. 

♦ It ought to be observed, however, that when the discussions on these sobjeds^ b«- 
fweeDCMiael Fidea iiii4 me, first took piaee, CkMnmodort Hood was abicntv 
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* It is tiod bjf tu!^ pcflrtcRi>iiit sctow of instability and ccHmt8ra6ttM> 
tliat oonfiddnce can be established. 

Of all the European Nations, the Spaniards are the most averse from^ 
change and fludiuation« In this reaped they resemble the Nations of 
the East. It is by regulated and systematic perseverance in just, rao^ 
derate, wise, and liberal proceedings, without violence, predatory ex- 
peditionS; and wild schemes of conquest, that England can accomplish 
the great views which ought to occupy the British Government, re- 
spedting the inestimable ana mutual benefits derivable from commercial 
intercourse and liberal arrangements with South America, through 
the medium oi Trinidad. 

The disagreement of two or more Commissioners employed in the 
same Grovemment, is in itself a trivial circumstance, uninteresting to 
^yipepsons bat themseWes and those immediately concerned. But 
when their condufl and differences involve the peace and weliare of a 
valuable Colony, and af{e6l the National Charadl^ in all adjoining Fo- 
reign Setllements, the case requires the most serious investigation. 

In the present instance, the discussion involves an exposition of de« 
t^ and persevering abuse, m the judicial, political, and internal regu- 
lations iofd whole Colony v Id tlifS Mspe<^5 it will exhibit « statement 
of all that ought ta be avoided by those who are anxiottsto promdte- 
good government, internal prosperity, and external relations. 

There is anot^ point ot view> in which it exhibits a politieal per-^ 
q)edive9 ho less^ novel than interesting to all men personally employed 
in public situations, and who are anxious to repress base consj^iracies, 
contrived ta defeat the principles of honour, trtith, and ju^tice^ atid 
to vilify the cbara^iera of those who dare come forward with any expo- 
sition of miscondttd): and abuse, however fla;^ant and flagitious. 

As the cruelties that h0ve been committed under GoveriK)r Pi&mt 
exceed all ordinary cmdibility, and are repagnant taaa English mind, 
so the machinations attempted to defeat the exposition of them, have 
been unequalled on the records of official transa6tions in any Britrslv 
Colony or Department. 

It is fortunate ibr me, that insolence, outrage, and mis-statement, 
were carried to so daring an extent. ' With more dexterity and \esff 
vebemenoe. Colonel Pidlon and his Confederacy might have efTetSied a^ 
slow, and almost certain, -undermining of my charader and conducSt. 
They hadoccupied the avenues to the Coionial Department; they 
weae in fuH posaesdoQ of access to the Admimlty, and the Treasury 
was not impervi<;>us to their fallacies. * ' 

Any less violent proceedings on their part, might have been con- 
ducted with a sort of underhand demi^-oi^ial calumny, which would 
60 far.ha\«>efibAed their purposes, as secretly to depreciate the person 
whose dutylDTought him forward as the Accuser joT their meAsufes. *' '* 

Hapgil}» the-aJhoiinl'ahd virulence of cJaRinmy hawttefeitfed the ob* 
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jp&$ vhicdi wefe in view : an opportunity is thereby af&tded me, of 
claiming the performance of an assurance which I received before my 
departure for Trinidad, that I should receive full communication of all 
6bje6lions, accusations, or complaints, against me, in order that I 
might be enabled to give them an explicit refutation. 

W.^FULLARTON. 

Postscript. — The Documents annexed to Colonel Fullarton's State- 
ment addressed to Lord Hobart, as corroborating the FaAs therein de- 
tailed, contained all that he originally thought necessar}' for the infonna- 
tion of the Colonial Department, and theXiords of Council, respedling 
what personally concerns Colonel FuUarton in hi.^ capacity of First 
Commissioner for the Affairs of Trinidad. Since these vctvt prepared, 
however, for the perusal of their Lordships, Colonel Fullarton has 
learned that Colonel Pi(5lon rests great part of his Defence on the Ad- 
dress to the Trinidad Council, and on the hbellous produ^iion against 
him, which, in >November last, he stated to the Privy Council, as 
printing by Coloael Pi6ton. That Document is now circulating in all 
possible dirfK^tions. A friend of Colotnel FuUarton's, who stands high 
in the literary world, found some quires of Coloael Pidon's libel lay- 
ing on the counter of a shop, to be generally drculated, through the 
medium of its commodities, being made use oi to v^rrap up. the various 
articles sold. Tliis Gentleman conceived it proper to give Colonel FuU 
larton intimation of the iadl, and had the goodness to send him a spe- 
cimen of the composition, which is now in his possession, and'contains 
the substanpe of those sheets he formerly presented to the Privy Council, 
as delineating the charadler of Colonel Pidlon better than any other pic- 
ture that could be drawn. Motives of delicacy, arising, from the serious 
charges afleiSling Colonel Pi<Slon*8 life, and from the nature of the 

Eroof under the statute passed in the 33d y^r of King Henry VIIL 
ave hitherto prevented Colonel FuUarton from doiug. justice to bis 
own charadler, by any exposition of the general condwit and admini- 
stration of Colonel Pidlon. As that Grentleman, however, though 
tinder investigation on the most serious charges that can afie^El an in- 
dividual, has taken advantage of the lenient proceedings which have 
left him at large, to contrive and circulate the most caTumnioiis mis- 
statements, under the title a ** Statement of Fads," Colonel Ful- 
larton conceives it would be extremely improper in him ta.sufl^ 
such a Defence to remain any longer without an explanation to the 
Lords of Council ; he has, therefore, selected as a Compendium of the 
Fabrications against him, the Address composed by Colonel Pidlon, and 
delivered to the Council of Trinidad. This paper is one of the Do- 
cuments annexed to Colonel Pi&on's Libel, and is now subjoined^ and 
answered by Colonel Fullarton, as a full refutation of the disgraceful 
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aspersions published by Colonel Pinion ; it likewise affords the means of 
exposing his chara6ler and modes of Government. This naturally 
grows out of the Comparative View which he has laid Colonel Fullarton 
under the necessity of bringing forward, respedling the principles' and 
line of condudi that he has invariably felt it his duty to pursue, in 
opposition to those followed by Colonel Pi6lon, both in his Civil and 
Militaiy Capacities. Colonel Fullarton has also prepared an Answer to 
Colonel Pi«on*s Libel, which shall be submitted to the Lords of His 
Majesty's Council, as soon as the proper period of the proceedings 
shall arrive. At the same time, he shall have the Honour of present- 
ing to their Lordships, in a conneded Series, the Declarations on Oath, 
Notes of Evidence, and other Vouchers, in support of twenty-nine 
Criminal Charges of Death unlawfully inflided by order of Governor 
Piflon. 
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served on provincml rank ia Tarkton's^ SimcD«*s; and ©thj 
icrcgiilar'^wpa^.Amwica, had parmanejit and gcneraljspiricrcan- 
fcarrcd upon themr"S£.^lonel FuUarton shouldJjf^scTjmfortc^^ 
zfLtsx be caccltKfed from pftiwamiKjJa^'tl^^ he walj be tiae 

only Individiiai — ^idieJsl^-GolonerA^ excepted, who- 

ever raisedjwd^Com^ a regular r€gim«ir^oa-£c«agn service^ 

Sutobtaining some degree or other of permanent rank. 



COLONEL FULLARTON is aware of the imputations to 
which he exposes himself, by subjoining, to his Statement, the 
following Testimonials, expressed in terms so very much more flat* 
tering, dian any endeavours of his can merit. 

At die same time, by with-holding^them^ he feels how much 
he should weaken his pretensions, in so far as the best plea of service^ 
and recommendation, to the Royal favour, must rest on the appro- 
bation of all the civil and military superiors, under whom an officer 
has served ; concurring with the sentiments of civil and navai au- 
thorities with whom he has -aiSted, and with the good opinion of 
those whom he has had the honour of conunanding. In this view, 
he flatters himself that his Case will appear as completely separated 
and distinct from that of any officer who ever raised a corps on 
stipulated rank, as his Statement has shewn it to be dissimilar from 
the terms and circumstances under which other levies have usually 
been undertaken and completed. 

D Soon 
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Soon after his return from India, CoI(»el Fullarton had the 
honour of receiving the thanks of a great body of the Company*a 
officers, in die most unqualified and flattering terms of approbatKn 
for bi9 serrices and exertions, transmitted by Colonel Brathwaite, 
Gortimanding Officer of the Company *s Forces on the coast of Coro-.^ 
mandel. These are corroborated by the following Testiiiionies. 



No, L 

From JSar/Macartncy> K. B^ formerly GovernoK of Fort St. George. 

CwczQn'Streitf (uhjpril^ 1795. 
MY DEAR COLONEL, 

I HEARTILY rcjoicc in addressing you by your military name.— r 
The important services you rendered in that line, during the former 
war, make it peculiarly proper that you should be enabled to be 
equally useful in the presents 

I refieft with pleasure on having, when Governor of Madras, 
entrusted you with commands, in which you acquitted yourself 
with signal advantage to the public, and much honour to yourself. 
When you arrived with your regiment on the coast of Coromandel, 
the Carnatie was then invaded. It was in too great danger, and our 
situation altogether much too critical, to allow me to selciSl: a Com- 
mander for the execution of any important duty, from any other 
motive than the conviftion of superior talents, and fitness for the 
successful execution of it. You owed it entirely to your own talents 
and a6tivity, that I employed you on the most arduous occasions, 
and maintained you in the command of the Southern array, and 
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of the Forts and Garrisons South of the Cotei!^o» XM^twit^fetodiog 
the urgent solicitations of all the Msyor-Generals belonging* tQ His 
Majesty's service, on the coast, who were . aoxiousf to supera^ 
'you. After having appointed you to the chief CivU nbd MUiUry 
Command in the Island of Ceylon, in Qontempkltion pi:^:^^^r9td 
Hughes's being abk to retain possession of the harbour of Trio*- 
comali, which is the key of that valuable Island, I found it neces- 
sary to send you to the Southern part of the peninsula of India, 
where the enemy had been particularly successful against us, 
and had laid most of the country wastje beyond the Coleroon. 
By ability, exertion, and example, you restored discipline, and in- 
fused a spirit of enterprize, which soon forced the enemy to retire 
within their own boundaries, where you pursued them, and wrested 
from them one of their most important Fortresses. I am firmly 
■^ persuaded, that the operations of that army under your command, 
and the condu6b and spirit it exhibited, had^ a great share in influ- 
encing the enemy to agree to make peace with us, on equal and 
honourable terms, notwithstanding the example of conditions, not of . 
that description, which had been conceded, by order of the Bengal 
Goverrirrtent, to another Indian power. It was a work not less 
diflScult to reduce the rebellious Polygars, who had constantly in- 
fested the Southern Provinces, than to repel the invasion of the ex- 
ternal enemy. This was happily efFefted by you, with little expeftcc 
-of blood or treasure ; and you contrived to leave an impression on 
'tiieir minds, which has rendered them ever since that period peace- 
able and usefd subjeiSts. 

• All these circumstances induced me, without your knowledge, 
-to recommend, in the strongest manner, to the Court of Diredors, 
to retain you, if possible, in their service* .They could not confer 
upon you that permanent rank which would ensure the continuance 
of the exertions of those uncommon military talents, and great 
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icnowledge of dvil a^irs, which you «inuieatly possess. Bat I wish 
vrery detail, into which I had entered in my correspondence with 
the Court of Dire^Qrs, may be known to those who have it in ^their 
power to do ample justice to your una>mmon mexdt. I hope thi». 
will be the case ; and that I shall soon have the pleasure of being able 
to congratuli^e you upon your obtaining that permanent rank, 
which» in my opinion, you so well deserve. 

I am, 

MY DEAR COLONEL, 

Ever very sincerely your's, 
(Signed) MACARTNEY. 



No. II. 
From Sir John Macpherson, Bart, late Governor General of India* 

BrtmptoH, ^djfyrilf 1795. 
DEAB COLONEL, 

No person was more in the way of knowing than I have been, 
file origin, progress, and happy issue of your military services : and 
if those services ^re not entitled to real, instead of nominal military 
rank, I can have no just conception of the military justice of Go» 
veftim^it. Sure I am, that if any other persons can now or here- 
after plead similar military services, the precedent, which the con- 
firmation of your rank would establish, is a fortunate one for the 
State. 

The 
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The original prOjeA, when you raised your regiment, was in 
itself meritorious ; with that project I proposed a co-operation from 
India» to strike at tiie Spanis|i $ettlements. Commodore Johnstone 
gave afterwards the plan of attacking Buenos Ayres. The deckra- 
tion of war against Holland shifted the expedition to the Cape of 
Good Hope ; * where, fortunately foi'otrr ultimate prosperity in India, 
we failed ; and you had the honour, in a principal degree, of 
closing the war upon thfe coast of Coromandei, by the extensive and 
very valuable conquests which the army under your command had 
effe6ted in Tippoo's country ; and which compelled hkn to ^gn 
the peace of Mangalore. 

I sincerely hope, that Government will complete the justice 
which they owe to your services ; and that they will avail themselves, 
m the present crisis, of your peculiar talents for conciliating military 
differences, for acquiring intelligence, and striking with decision at 
the enemy. 

1 believe I before mentioned to you, that your very able plan for 
acquiring intelligence, in the progress of your campaigns, was re- 
corded by me on the Secret Records of the Bengal Government. 

I have the Honour to be. 

With real esteem and sincere regard, 

DBAR COLONEL, 

Your very faithftd and very humble Servant, 

(Signed) JOHN MACPHERSON/ 
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No. in. 

From John Sulivan, Esq. M.P* formerly Superintendant^ and Dire£l$r^ 
General of all the Civil Affairs^ South of the Cokroon^ while Cohnel 
Fullarton commanded the Southern Forces. 

ZdJpriU 17^ 
MY DEA^ FULLARTON, 

I RBjoics most heartily to hear of your intention to urge the 
confirmation of your rank. If successful and important services^ 
rendered at a most critical period^ and acknowledged in the most 
public manner, can avail, you must succeed. The Records of the 
Madras Government contain the most distinguished evidence of your 
eflBcient exertions, from the moment that the chief command of the 
army to the south of tihe Coleroon was vested in yOu. If that event 
had taken place in September 17821, instead of April 1783 ;.if your 
spirit, ardour, and co-operating mind, had had the direction of that 
army, from the time it was first foi-nied, I reel as confident this day, 
as I did at that time ,- that Bedanore, lind the army that was capture'd 
in it, with General Matthews, ;would have bcjen saved ; that Tippoo 
would have been obliged to have raised the siege of Mangalore, and 
that we should have dieted the terms, of peace to him. But I 
forget that my opinions can in no way forward your just claims 
at this time. The documents from which they are formed, may at 
some future period tend to establish them, and I rfiall preserve them 
with the more ijare oh that account. — ^If Sir Edward Hughes had 
been livings it wqvild h^% gratified him extremely to have expressed 
the high sense he entertained of your services, and to have repeated 
the cordial approbation which he had so often bestowed on you 
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and the 98th Regiment, during your naval campaign. I am satisfied 
that every surviving Commander of that fleet would be happy in an 
opportunity of paying a similar tribute of justice. But the fa6b are 
too well known to require testimony ; and your merits of every 
kind stand too high to make such a reference necessary. I shall be 
most anxious to know the result of your application. 

Ever aflfeaionatcly. 
Yours, 

(Signed) J. SULIVAN. 

No. IV- . . 

From Kenelm Digby, Esq. formerly entrusted with the Civil Depart'- 

ment of the Southern Army. 

DEAR FULUkRTON* 

From a perusal of your Memorial to His Royal Highness, I was 
naturally led into a review of past transadtions in the East, where 
your claims are far stronger than therein stated ; and though I am 
well aware how delicate, and even suspicious it is, for a man to urge 
his fair pretensions, when of such magnitude as yours, still your 
friends will feel mortified that they are not officially made known ; 
at least, in speaking my own sentiments upon this topic, I am confi- 
dent I echo those of all who ever a6t:ed with yffc, or under you. 
For to that perfe6t harmony and co-op,eration with every class and 
description o£ persons, whether King's or Company's, civil or mili- 
tary, must in a great measure be attributed our rapid success, without 
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derogafcing ih the somlkst deigree hooh your military superiori^, 
which was tio h$s co»spicuonsi thusi e^ntkl to our a4vaacii^* , 

I had long been in a conlidential situatipn when you jaissumed 
the command, aa yoa well know, and was intimately inforjwed of 
the then desperate state of otdr afl^irs; and you can bear witness^ 
that for a moment I never lost the clue, or quitted the scene, till the 
progress of your army had awed the tyrant into a peace, which 
neither the cessation of hostilities, on the part of his European 
allies, nor the impression of our other armaments, had induced him 
to hearken to. 

I remind you of my own particular situation, merely to add 
weight to my opinions, in tracing the immediate cause of our suc- 
cess* It must indeed have hieen evident to all acquainted with 
eastern politics, that our empire there, at the time you took the 
command, almost balanced on, the fate of those southern provinces. 

Our means of support and resistance were wretched, iand ina- 
dequate to the pressure ; but talents, zeal, and a6kivity, supplied our 
deficiencies, and happily changed the face of affairs. The East India 
Company^ and the public, have fek the ficprtunsEtae efitds of it ever 
since; but it nav^ behoves your friends to point out to whoEcn they 
are so highly indebted ; and among them, both as eye-witness and 
an a^or on that busy scene, I shall be proud to add my testimony, 
and to assure you at the same time that 

I am, 

Fi^lJthfully and devotedly. 

Your Friend, and humble Servant, 

(Signed) K. DIGBY. 

From 
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No. V. 

Fr^m' Major-^General ForhtSy formerly Second in Command of the Southern 
Army^ under Colonel FuUarton. 

Mr DEAR GOLON£L» 

Your services give you every claim to have your rank in the 
army made permanent. You served in India, on board die King's 
shipSy with tibe 98th Regiment, whose condu6t at sea» as well as in 
the field, did themselves and you honour; and you were afterwards 
placed at the head of an army, in as di£5icult a situation as perhaps 
ever fell to the lot of an officer ; and in the command of that army, 
by your exertions, you conquered a very rich and exten^ve country; 
and your x:ondu£k was such, as to merit the approbation of the 
officers, both of the King's and Company's service, and to reconcile 
them all to their situations. This I aver from experience, having 
had the honour of aorving under your command three campaigns. 

« 

lam, 

MY DEAR COLONEL, 

Yours most faithfully. 



(Signed) GORDON FORBES. 
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No. VI. 

JRrm JJmtemmt'Gemr^l Sir William Medows, K. B, Jmer^ Cm^ 
mander of the Eitf^ditm against thi Capt of Good Hope, 

MansfuU-Strtett Cavendish-Sfiiartt 
LoiuUn, tAJfrilt 1795. 
OEAB sia, 

I AM snrpmcd to diinlc k shoold be wordi your while to hare 
any tesdmoniab from me of the seal and a&ivity of yonr senrice 
the time I had the honour of commanding you, which was princi* 
pally 00 board of ship ; but if die tcsdmony of that fespedaUe 
cfficer> who I am prood to have calied my friend, Sk Edward 
Hughes, cookl be procared, it woold be ao mudi stnMiger and 
mare efficacious than mine, and boUi, in nay opinion, far out- 
weighed by your own campaigns afterwards. But, as a proof how 
highly I think of you, both as a soldier and a man, I rqoice in this 
opportunity of declaring, in the most public msmnor, how happy I 
should be, if employed on service, to have you and your corps com- 
pose part of my small army. 

Being, with the highest respeA, esteem, and truth. 
Your obliged, obedient, humble Servant, 

(Signed) WILLIAM MEDOWS. 

ft^ In another letter from Sir William Medows, part of 
which refers to private business on the Saldhana Prize Cause, there 
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kre thi folkm-ing ifoids, on the scft^eA of Colonel Fullarton^s appli- 
cation for the cojifirmation of his Military Rank : 

«< This I can venttire to say wida great sakty, I know nohody 
^ that ddKvred it mor^ than yoa; and I think yoitr campa^nsireuld 
<* plead ttronger than twenty such advocates as niei £6r your merit* 
** mg diis rank, so much more than many that possess it. And 
skicerdy wiabii^. yon every success, 

"lam, 
** With the highest respe£t, esteem, and truth. 

Your obliged, obedient, humble Servant, 



(« 



«< 



»» 



(Signed) « WILLIAM MEDOWS. 



No. VIL 

From Vtce- Admiral Sir Thomas Pasley, Bart, with tuhtm Colonel Ful- 
larton sailed on tie Exped/iien under Commodore J(^ston. 

fFelbeck'Strettt ^h ^►rfl', 1 795. 

T^EJtE are very fe«r circumstance of my life, my <tear Cdtonel^ 
diat I look back to with more real pleasure and sati^fi^on, dian 
that which first introduced me to the honour of your acquaintance 
in 1 78 1,, when you, with a detachment of your own regiment, the 
98^1, were on board t^ie Jupiter with me, to whose exertions, from 
their excellent discipline, t was so ve^ much indebted daring that 
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expeditioh; and I cannot help adding, that had diat so well-digested 
plan which you laid before our Chiefs^ been adopted, we should have 
returned to our country with much more honour and glory than we 
did. You indeed went on to the East, to gather laurels there, which 
your enterprize and gallantry so justly merited ; and I most sincerely 
r^ret that your present state of health robs the country of the ser- 
vices of an officer who does it so much honour in this time of need ; 
but I would gladly hope to hear soon of its being re-established. 
Believe me I very sensibly feel, being under the necessity of taking 
this method of paying my respedts ; ftiy late misfortune having put it 
out of my power to do it in person for a time ; and to assure you that 
I have the honour to btf, with the warmest attachment and esteem, 

• • * • • • * 

MY DBA! COLONBL, 

^ Yours, 

Very faithfully and sincerely, 

(Signed) THOMAS PASLEY. 



Sir Thomas Pasl^, Bart. Inchsure. 

I HOPE, my dear Sir, you will do me justice to beheve that there 
dre very few things on earth I shoul4 feel mjs^ so highly giptified 
andjhcHioqrc^d by, as the power tojcenderyou any acceptable servicf^ 
If, ii> the jnclosed letter, expressing the sentijoients of my hearty 
Tjhaye .not pouched l;bem as yoti could, wish for, the purpose ywj 
intepd, you have only, to say, hpw^ you would wish, and cpmmand 
me, withoyt ceremony^ asJ^ caja of a f ruth assurq you, without 
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flatterjr, tliat there is iiot an. officer of whose galUntrjT and judgment 
I have a higher opinion than Colonel Fullarton. 

I have the Honour to be, 

^ MT DEAR FRIBNO9 

Vexy sincerely, 
Yours, 

(Signed) THOMAS PASLEY. 



No/ Vj[IL 

From Vice-Admiral Sirl^ichzxd King, Bart. M. P. formerly Commodore 
in the Squadron under Sir Edward Hughes, in India. 

' . jtltemarU'Streetf ^hJpril^ ^^795- 

MY DEAR SIR, / 

I. HAvs heard with much satisfaction the probi^ilky of your 
obtaiiung your dotm o£ permanent rank in the Army, in tonsideni-:: 
tion of the «enrices i^f >the 98th Regiment, under your command,, in - 
the East Indies. The a6live zeal with which yourself and the regi- 
ment served in the squadron, in a period when the French were 
greatly superior, must ever be remembered ; nor can I forget the 
obligation I am imder to that part of the regiment serving on board 
the Exeter, pafdcalady iii the first engagement; when, by their 
gallantry and exertions, in conjunftipn with the officers and seamen^ 
that ship almost reduced to a wreck, escaped from being captured 
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Hy a v^iysapmor force of die enemy^ If I ooold snppOM the tes- 
timony of a person of so little ooosequence a» mytelff could contri- 
bute to the success of your own pursuits, or to any part of that de- 
serving corps, I should co^ fpfdi a vokmecr ; but I can only 
presume to offer my best wishes ; being, with regard and esteem, 

DEAR SIR, 

Your faithful and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) R. KING. 

No. IX. 

From William Devayaes, Esj* M.P. Chaimum of tie Homur^ibU East 

Lidia Contft^, 

MY DEAR SUt,. 

I AM favoured unth your letto*, and die Secretary will furnish 
you with some of the extra^ you wish for, respecting die Govern- 
ment's approbation and commendation c^ your conduct. I am ap- 
prehensive, was he to send you the whole, they would make a vo- 
Itone. The one from Sir John Mac]:dKrsdn, (coommBiiding the 
syttMB of imelUgcnce, bemg a socict paf)cr, cannot be haadsd Kk 
yoo. With respect to myself, I can heartily coDcnr ift due gi^caral 
opinion of your meritorious services. 

I have the Honour to be, 

mr DEAR 9IR, 

Your most obedient Servant^ 

(Signed) W. DEVAYNES. 
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No. X. 

From John Hunter, Esq. Deputy-Chairman of the Ea^t India Company. 

Zd April, 1795. 
DEAR Snt, 

I AM just returned from the India-House, where the Secretary 
informed me he was preparing to forward to you the different papers 
required as testimonies of your condu€k whilst employed in the 
command of the Southern Army, and Garrisons south of the Cole- 
roon. Those documents, I hope, will have the efFe6k you wish, as 
diey would do honour, and add reputation, in my opinion, to any 
officer ever employed in India. My local knowledge of the disposi- 
rions of the refraiftory Pblygars^ die excessive difficulties whiich' 
daily occurred in the moving an army in that wild woody country, 
where you had to encounter an enemy never before subdued; al- 
though often attempted, until yonr expedition; with an army in 
Want, for a long space of time, of money ^ and almost of every ne-^ 
cessary of life, has pften appeared to me as a kind of miracle : and 
I am sure your condu6t, and great good management on that me- 
morable event, will be held out by the Government of Madras on any 
future occasion as an example wordiy to be followed. 

I have the Honour to be, with great regard^ 

DEAR SIR, 

Your faithfbl and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) JOHN HUNTER^ 
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No. XL 

'Fr9m William Ramsay, Esq. Secretary of the Honourable East India 

Company. 

ft 

East IndtaJJouu^ 6tAJfriI, 1795. 
SIR, 

AoKBBABLY tx> youT letter of the 31st ult. I have the honour to 
transmit you some extra^ of letters from the Government of Fort 
St. 'George to the Court of DireAors, conveying their approbation 
of your conduA; but I am precluded sending a copy of Sir John 
Macpherson's letter, recommending the system of intelligence you 
established with the Southern Army, the paper bemg considered of a 
secret nature* 

Your distinguished and meritorious conduct while in the Com- 
mand of the Southern Army t is universally acknowledged ; and I 
am persuaded that the Company*s Records afford many more ho- 
nourable testimonials thereof than are contained in the accompany- 
ing Extrads. 

I have the Honour to be^ 

Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W* RAMSAY, Sic. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS 



OP THE 



Honourable East India Comfiany. 



No. I. 
Extra& ofseleB Letter from Fort St. George. 

Dated tth Septemher^ lli^. 

We received, a few days ago, a Letter from Colonel FuUarton, p„. ^. 
containing an account of the operations of his army since its march 
from Trichinopoly, and advising us of the capture of Pundalum- 
courchy, the principal Fort of Catabominaigue, a rebel Polygar, 
who had occasioned considerable disturbances, and impeded the 
collection of the public revenues in the Province of Timevelly.— 
As Colonel Fullarton*s Letter is very circumstantial, we beg leave, 
for other particulars, to refer you to the Letter itself, which goes a 
separate number in the packet. 
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No. 11. 

Extras ofsele£l Letter from Fort St. George* 

Dated 24/A January^ '784. 

Pir. 61. In justice to Colonel Fullarton, who commands your Southern 

army, we have great pleasure in adding our warmest testimony of 
applause, to the reputation he has so justly acquired by his adlive 
and spirited conduft in that command. 

No^UI. 
Extras of Letter from L^^Macartney, to the Court of Dire&ors. 

Dated t/^hOdpbtr^ 1784. 

Fir. 41. As Colonel Pullarton intends very soon to proceed to Europe, I 

should be inexcusable in omitting to repeat to you how much this 
GovemBqient has been indebted to the military talents, enterprize, 
and address of that accomplished officer. Could he be prevailed 
upon to return to this part of the world, in your service, he wbuld 
be an acquisition to it of the highest value. 

In recommending to your attention this Gentleman, with 
whom I shall probably be but little connected by the habits of my 
future life, I can be influenced by no motive but an anxious con- 
cern for your interests, which must be essentially promoted by your 
acknowledgmg and rewarding the merit of those who have served 
yea with fidelity and success* 

Extras 
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No. IV. 
E»tra^ of sehSi Letter from Ftirt St. George. 

Dated i^th Dicember^ 1784* 

Wb cannot close this Letter without renewing the testimony so 
often borne npon our Records, to the merit of Colonel Fallarton^ 
who commanded your Southern army during the last very cnticai 
period of the war, in which arduous and important station, bis 
conduA was uniformly distinguished by a cheerful and ready obe* 
dience to our orders, and a judgment and zeal in the execution, that 
overcame every difficulty. We trust you will entertain a corres- 
pondent sense of his services ; and that he will experience, from 
your honourable Court, that attention he so highly deserves at the 
hands of the Company* 

No- V. 

From Sir John Cox Hippisley, Bart. M. P. formerly Member of the 
Committee of InspeSlion^ Pay -master^ &c. in the Kingdom of Tanjtnery 
and Deputy Pay-master General of His Majestfs Forces in the South 

ff India. 

Grosvenor^Streety 1st Afay^ 1796. 

MY DEAR COLONEL, 

If a reference to your particular merits, in the command of the 
Southern army in India^ at a most critical period, is at all necessury 
to corroborate your pretensions, and to have your rank in the^ army 
established, it would be a very culpable omission ornny part, not to 
press forward with those, who, from o^cial situation^ were best 
^lalified to appreciate the value of your services. 

fz The 
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The Records of the Madras Government^ under ttie admini-c 
stration of Lord Macartney, . will fully speak to the importance of 
the conquests made by the army confided to your command, with a 
Utitude of discretion in , the \choice of measures rarely entrusted to 
any Commander, and which certainly were not entrusted to your 
predecessor. 

But, to form a true estimate of your merits, it is necessary to 
examine the particular difficulties of your situation, — such as, that 
the mass of your army were from ten to twenty movi]^ in arrear, 
and the slender pittance, from time to time issued to the ikative 
troops, being always hi the debased currency of the Southern pro; 
vinces, bore an immediate loss of from t?welve to fifteen per cent. — 
diat, at the seane moment^ by an humiliating contrast, the King's 
troops were regulaiiy paid two months in advance, and in a coin 
which suffered no diminution of value ; — add to this, the means by 
which the necessary stores were procured, to enable your army to 
a£t at all, principally from the impulse and encouragement with 
which you animated those in, whose departments they were pro- 
vided, hy private advanced ^ when the public treasury was destitute. 

The Report of the Debate, in the House of Commons, in 179 if 
on a motion then made by me, and which was immediately followed 
by a set of salutary orders, recommended to the Court of Diredors 
by Mr. Secretary Dundas, of which he did me the honour to com- 
municate the copies, will serve to evince the extreme embarrassments 
of your situation. They will at the same lime demonstrate, that 
nothinjg short of the happy combination* of temper, accommodation, 
and judgment, with the unremitting rapidity of measures, which 
you judged it expedient to pursue, and which left but few intervals 
to the* native troops to brood over their distresses, could possibly 
have retained such a mass in any state of subjection. Such a com- 
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bmatioia waa indispensable t6 have ensured the conquests of all the 
territories, from tiie Eastern to the Western Coasts of the Peninsula, 
effeSbtd by yo»r army, as well as to have averted those serious 
consequences which a situation so truly distressful was but too 
well calculated to produce, especially in a state of comparative 
inactivity. 

I feel it incumbent oh me, on the present occasion, to say that, 
no doubt Lord Macartney,' if in En^and, would think it due to 
you to avow, that it was not from a mere accidental succession j that 
you became the Commander in Chief of the Southern army ; but; 
that arrangements were long in his Lordship's contemplation, and 
communicated to those in whom he placed a confidence, to elevate 
you to the situaticm, best adapted to correspond with the vigour of 
his own administration, and the advancement of the British interests 
in India. 

In acquitting this debt to your public merits. 
Believe me to be, 

MY DBAR CpLOKEL, 

With the sincerest esteem and regard. 
Your very faithful 
And obedient Servant, 

(Signed) JOHN COX HIPPISLEY. 
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Similar Testimonials wcrt intended to be produced from Vice 
Admiral Gcll, formerly Commander of His Ms^estj^s ship Mo^ 
narca, in the squadron with Sir BdWard Hughes; and from Sir 
George Staunton, Bart, one of the Commissioners who n^ociated 
the peace with Tippoo Sultaun^ at the time tlmt the army under 
Colonel Fullarton was marching from Combatour to the a^ttaqk of 
Sexingapatam. 

By order of the Commissioners, the army halted ; aad after- 
wards restored all the forts and territories conquered from the 
eneoiy^ 



These Ictten ^evq^ by accident^ mislaiif ; ^d Colip F. did fioe chose to trouble the Admi- 
ral or Sir Georgt whb repe^ng» what Aey had the goodaesi to txpnm on tiiu inbfeA. 
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COPY OF A LETTER 



TO THE 



SECRET^ RT^r fT^R. 



Dated Jiwif, 1785. 
SIE9 

I HAVB the honour to inform you of my arrival from Indiai 
having sailed from the coast of Coromandel on the loth January 
last* The 98th Regiment, to which I belong, proceeded from 
Madras to Calcutta in OiiQber. The business of the Southern army 
required, at that time, my continuance somewhat longer in com- 
mand of the Forces South of the Coleroon. As the troops of which 
that army was composed had distinguished themselves during a 
course of very laborious service, and had, with the utmost spirit, 
supported very unusual embarrassments, I felt it my duty to wave 
the advantage of accompanying my regiment to Bengal, where I 
should have been seoior oflScer of the King*s corps : I therefore 
remained upon the coast, in order to state their pretensions, 9nd to 
urge, as much as possible, a speedy liquidation of their arrears; 
but afterwards found myself at liber^, in Dccetnbtr^ to proceed 
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to Madras on my way to join my corps. I was there informed, by 
Letters from Calcutta, that the 98th was under orders to embark 
immediately for Europe. Thus left without a corps, and there 
being no expe6tation of war in any part of India, I obtained per- 
mission to resign my command, and return to Europe. It affords 
me very particular satisfaftion to have the opportunity of informing 
you, that the 98th has served with much credit in six general naval 
engagements, and has been honoured with the thanks of Sir Edward 
Hughes, and of the naval Officers commanding the respective ships, 
on board of which the corps was stationed. 

Considerable divisions of the ifegiment have also served under 
Colonel . Humberstone, at Calicut and Paniani, and in his several 
actions with the troops of Hyder in that quarter ; likewise in de- 
fence of Fort Osnaburgh, under Captain Kelso, where the French 
were twice repulsed, after the lower Fort of Trincomalce had sur- 
rendered. Afterwards on the Malabar Coast, at Onore, Chittydro<^, 
Husseingcrry, Beddanore, and Mangalore, under Brigadier-General 
Matthews, Brigadier- General Macleod, and Colonel Campbell. — 
Part of the regiment was also with the Carnatic army, at the siege 
of Cuclclelore ; and the whole was sent, some time thereafter, to 
reinforce the Southern army under my command. 

During the course of these Services, more various and severe 
than have fallen to the lot of any other corps within the same 
period, the 98th have uniformly merited the approbation of the 
Commanders under whom it a6ted, and, on several occasions, the 
officers and men, particularly Lieutenant-Colonel Cathcart, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hutchinson, Captain Jenkinson, and Captain D. 
Campbell, have had very flattering opportunities of distinguishing 
themselves. 

I presume 
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I presume it will appear no very usual testimcmy in favour of a 
corp6» circumstanced as the 98th » that since our embarkation from 
England, tib^ere has not been any officer belonging to us in arrest^ or 
even suspe6bed of miscondu<5t. 

We have lost nearly half our officers, and about six hundred 
men, by climate and in aftion. Of the remaining non-commissioned 
and privates, some have enlisted into other corps in India ; and to 
each of those diet shall return to England, I have ofiered a house 
and garden, gratis, on my estate, for his respective life. Witii re- 
gard to the officers, I should be wanting in every sentiment of obli* 
gation, if I omitted to state tbeir merits in* the strongest terms that 
my present situation wiU permit. I trust that our original com« 
mander, General Medows, will readily confirm my declaration in 
their behalf. I shall be highly flattered, if diese circumstances shall 
entide them to your prote^on, and inplkie you so to represent tbeif 
case, as may procure them the very distinguishing* honour of His 
Majesty^s approbation. I think it my ducy also to iitform you, that 
the conduft of the King's troops, who served with me to tht Sooth- 
ward, has been highly meritorious. They consisted of the 78th 
and loist Regiments, together with divisions of the loid, and of 
two corps of Hanoverians. 

The able and zealous support received from Colonel Stuart, of 
the 78th Regiment, who was next to me in command, as well as 
from Colonels Forbes, Elphinston, and Mackenzie, has been re- 
peatedly the subjc6t of my acknowledgments to those Gentlemen. 

The regularity and good condu6t of the Hanoverians, under 
Major OfFany, were so extremely conspicuous, that I felt myself 
compelled to express my warmest thanks to them, and to intimate 
the same to their commanding Officer in India, Colonel Reinbolt. 
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I am sensible that these communications would reach you with 
more official propriety through the regular channel of the Comman- 
der in Chief of the King's troops in India ; but the indefinite state of 
command in that country when I left it, will incline you to forgive 
the liberty of this intrusion in behalf of men whose services should 
not be passed over in silence, through any collusion or uncertainty 
in the situation of their superiors. 

I have now. Sir, farther to solicit your indulgent consideration 
of the following particulars respefting myself. The circumstances 
under which I became a soldier, have been much discussed and 
tgregiously mis-stated. In the end of the year 1779 I determined 
to rdinquish my pretensions to a respectable appointment that wa^ 
promised me in the diplomatic service. I therefore laid a, pro- 
position before Ministers, . oflfering to raise a bbdy of troops, and to 
call forth the credit and exertions of some respe6table individuals, 
in procuring conveyance for them ; and to form an armament, under 
the protection of a consiiderable naval force, to.be employed on a bu- 
siness of sufficient magnitude to justify very sanguine eKpc&atioms. 

The proposals appeared so advantageous, and the objeCk so 
important, that the Cabinet did not hesitate to approve, and to di- 
refl: immediate preparations for the undertaking. 

In consequence of this determination, formally signified to me, 
and the other parties . concerned, the 98th, and looth regiments, 
were raised* — ships were purchased — stores and supplies procured ; 
and my friends, as well as myself, were involved in heavy, and al- 
most ruinous expences, in forwarding the equipment; but, through 
official difficulties at the Navy Board, the engagements, on the part 
of Government, were not fulfilled. These delays rendered it too 

late 

♦ The first Lcuer of JService, dated 7th February, 1780. 
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late for the armament to sail that season; and the whole losses, at- 
tending the purchase, demurrage, and sales of ^ the ships, stores, and 
supplies above stated, fell on me and on the individuals in question. 
The particulars, and detail of the whole transa6tion, are fiiUy 
evinced by various papers in my possession. They are also parti- 
cularly known to Sir Charles Middleton, Comptroller of the Navy, 
whose ability and judgment in all official business of this description 
are generally acknowledged. 

Notwithstanding these disappointments, I presented another 
proposal to Ministers,, urging them to enlarge the force and means, 
but to retain the ultimate obje6t and destination of the expedition. 
This second proposition appeared to the Cabinet still more import- 
ant and respe6lable than the first. Preparations were ordered — ^ar- 
rangements were made — the corps were augmented*^ — armed and 
coppered transports,, to be commanded, by King's officers,, were 
fitted out, and the whole naval preparation so ably diredled and di- 
gested by Sir Charles Middleton, diat in a short time, all was in the 
greatest forwardness. It was my misfortune, that notwithstanding 
those repeated engagements, on the faith of which alone I became a 
soldier ; notwithstanding the series of embarrassments in which in- 
dividuals were, involved (and under some of them they still labour) ; 
, notwithstanding the repeated assurances of Ministers, and the most 
public declarations in Parliament, implying, without nominally ex- 
pressing the destination of the force in question,^. we should have 
found, on the commencement of the Dutch War, the original stipu- 
lated object of the expedition laid aside, and the equipment diverted 
into an abortive endeavour against the Cape of Good Hope. 

Although I never should have thought of obtruding myself on 
the army^ had I su8pe6ted so mortifying a deviation; vet, having 

once 

* The Letter of Service, or the augmenUtioDi dated 25tb Aogost, 1780. 
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once engaged in the profession, and finding my regiment ordered 
abroad, it became my duty to attend the corps as long as a man be- 
longing to it should be employed. 

After serving on board the squadron, I was ordered to com- 
mand a body of the King*s troofK that was sent to the southward of 
1^ Cderoon. The general command of the southern provinces 
soon afterwards devolved upon me, while those countries were in a 
state of the most abjeA wretchedness. Almost every sepoy corps 
had been defeated, or destroyed ; the distri6ts ravaged ; the inhabit 
tants plundered ; the Poly gars in rebellion ; the revenues exhausted ; 
the magazines empty ; the people starving ; and the troops, almost 
without pay, discipline, or subsistence, had been in a state of mu- 
tiny and consternation. 

I was fortunately conjoined with men, able, zealous, and united 
in the public cause ; and although, on my appointment to the com- 
mand, it was a prevalent opinion that the Southern Army could 
not possibly be supported four months together, and would necessa- 
rily be disbanded or dispersed ; yet I was fortunate enough to a6l 
with those who put it in my power to restore confidence and disci- 
pline to the troops ; in some measure to relieve their wants ; to 
procure them ample subsistence ; to reduce the mutinous, rebel 
Polygars ; to establish tranquillity throughout the provinces i and to 
support the civil servants of the Company in the coUeftion of re- 
venues; not adequate, indeed, to discharge the enormous arrears due 
to the troops, but with which we fitted out, and supported the 
army, when augmented to two thousand European and thirteen 
thousand black troops, besides public followers^ wkh sixty^five pieces 
of oifdnance, i&cluding a battcrii^ and besi^^;ing ««iipka»«ot. of 
guns, stores, and conveyance. 
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With that jeqpiipment we reduced a country of the enemy's, 
two hundred mii^ in Length amd one hundred and fifty in breadth ; 
and, yielding an annual revenue of ^. 700^000 j we occupied its 
forts and garrisons; marched a division of the army entirely across 
the Peninsula to Cochin. By the strong fortifications and portion 
of Palagatcherry, secured the comnranication between the two coasts 
of Coromandel and Malabar, so as to bring their military resources 
to one point of co*operation and ^f&di against Mysore. 

We w«re on the march towards Seringapatam, in order to be^ 
riegc tliat capital, when the interference of the Commissioners^ and: 
their positive, unqualified orders, obliged me not only to desist 
from all hostile operations, but to abandon the valuable acquisitions, 
already secured, and to retire within the territories previously pos- 
sessed by the Company, at the only moment, during the whole* 
fieries x£ the war, that praicused to overthrow tibe fsmiity of Hyder^, 
aod^tDTeitore thd English to thdr former power and consequence in. 
India. 

If, therefore, we did not procure more permanent advantage for 
the public, I trust that neither zeal, labour, nor intention, were 
wanting on my part. These operations, such as they were, and- 
such as they might have been, were prepared for^ and efFefted with- 
out supplies, money, or resources, firom the Presidency ; so that while 
the Carnatic Army, in a routine of very circumscribed and unpro- 
du6tive movements, exhausted the treasures of Bengal, being paid^. 
fed, and supported from that Government, the Southern Army pro- 
cured means, money, subsistence, and conveyance, by their own ex- 
ertions, at the expence of the enemy, and marched farther in a given. 
period than any European army ever did in India before. 

I had 
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I had also the goad fortune to maintain a state of harmony and' 
co-operation witli all classes of public men, by sea and land, civil 
and military servants of the King, Company, and Nabob, at a time,, 
and in a country, where the most inveterate dissentions and counter- 
adtions prevailed in every department ; and in the course of a 
command extremely various, extensive, and perplexed, including 
near thirty thousand troops, seven principal garrisons, with many 
inferior forts and stations, and a country near three hundred miles 
in length, besides the acquisitions from the enemy ; under circum- 
stances the most distressful and embarrassing, I have not onty had 
the good fortune of avoiding censure from those under whom I 
a6ted, in a country, and at a period, whea all the departments were 
at variance with each other, but have, on every occasion, had the 
honour of receiving the strongest testimony of their approbation* 

I have presumed to be minute in this relation, because I am soli* 
citous thaty before my regiment shall be reduced, the circumstances 
under which I have a6ted maybe laid before His Majesty^ 



(COPY.) 



NOTES 



Digitized by 



Google 



[sa] 



NOTES OF PROCEEDINGS 



OP 



CX)LONEL FC/LLJRTON, 



IV THB 



Command of the Forces, Forts, and Countries, 

SOUTH OF THE COLEROON: 
■ Appointed to that Command in May, i 783, 

IV B.OOM OF 

COLONEL LANG, 

RECALLED. 



The southern troops, military departments,' and revenues, then 
in the worst condition, insomuch, that a Council of War, held im- 
mediately before Colonel Lang*s departure, pronounced the army 
unfit for efficient operations ; — made every effort to put the depart- 
ments of the army into proper order, and marched the end of May 
from Dindigul to Daraporam, a large fort and country belonging 
to Hyder, half across the Peninsula. — Reduced that place on the 
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id June — found large magazines of grain, and military stores — ^a 
garrison of 2,000 troops; Was pfocwdrag to farther operations ; 
but, on the 9th June^ at Ayryacottah, received orders from General 
Stuarf to march to his assistance at Cudd6lQi:e. , 

; ' V ' t '^ 

Proceeded next day towards Tritchinopoly— crossed the Ca- 
very, or Coleroon, at that time unfordable — arrived within three 
-marches of Cuddelore on the 7th July — heard of the peace Avith 
France, and ordered to ittmu to. tjk SQOthswaxid q£ tHe, Coleroon. — 
Proposed to the Board to reduce Salem, Sankrydurgum, NamkuU, 
and Erode, but prevented, by orders to cease hostility against Tippoo 
Sultaun* 

• End of July y during the cessation with Tippoo Sultaun, marched 
to subdue the rebellious and powerftil Polygars of the Madura, Ma- 
rawa, and Tinnivelly countries* 

Having settled the afiairs of Mellore, and Shevigunga, or the 
little Marawars, marched 100 miles in four days, and reduced the 
fort of Pandalamcourchy^ the capital of Catabominaigue. 

August 12, found much grain and treasure in the place ; a gar- 
rison of 2,500 men. From thence marched to Shevigherry— attack-/ 
cd his strong hold, or recess, in the mountains ; till then supposed 
to be impregnable — ^reduced it on the 3d September-r^owxA much 
grain, and a force of 8,000 men. 

Reduced all the P^ygars, and the Tinnivelly country, to sub- 
mission, and marched by Madura to Dindigul — was reinforced 
there by two large detachments from the Carnatic, under Colonels 
Stuart and Elphinston. 

End 
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End of Septefnber^ marched to Daraporam ; conadering that 
place as a possession of the English, from the date of its former 
redu6tion in June. — Waited there for events. 

OSobcTj received official intimation firom the Council, of a 
breach of the cessation, on the part of Tippoo Sultaun, against 
Mangalore, and of his blockading that place. 

OBohr 1 8, marched from Pylny, in the vicinity of Daraporam^ 
and proceeded towards Annamally. That fort taken on the 26th 
OStoberj after the forts of Camalum and Chuckly Gerry had beea 
previously reduced, 

O&ober 28', the arrAy began to penetrate the forest of Annamally.- 
— A jungle, till then considered as impassable for an army, being 
twenty miles broad, and interse6ted by deep and frequent ravines^^ 
With the advance of the army, arrived before Palagatcherry on tiie 
2d Nwetnbery and immediately began to approach the crest of the 
glacis by trenches- 

• Novemhtr 13, opened two batteries. In the evening, the gre- 
nadiers took advantage of a heavy rain, and dark night, to drive the 
besieged fronvthe covert- way. This was efFefted ; and the enemy 
were pursued to the interior gate, and afterwards induced to sur-' 
render. Found much grain, military stores, and money, 4000 troops 
in the place, and one of the strongest forts in India, with a respec- 
table glacis, good covert- way, very deep and broad ditch, completely 
reveted ; strong ramparts, defended by eight bastions, and two^ 
proje6iing defences, covering the entrance, which passed^ through 
three gate-ways. 

M 2 Pala- 
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Palagatcherry is a modem fort, built in th^ European 'manner, 
by Hyder— commands the pass to the Malabar Sea, from which it 
is not more than sixty miles distant— secures tlic communication 
between the coasts of Corpmandel and Malabar. Its distri6l fur- 
nishes the finest teek timber in India, besides pepper, cardamum, 
and sandal wood. The Paniani River is at hand, to com^ey its pro-* 
duce to the Malabar Sea ; and its yearly, returns of grain are suffix 
cient to supply magazines for the largest armies. 

November 22, marched to the fort and country of Coimbatour^* 
the capital of this e^ctcnsive couotry, 

November 26, got possession of the place — ^found much military 
fitoires, graha, and other valua,bl^ articles* From Coirabatour had 
prepared to march, jst December^ Xq Setteouiagulumi and from 
daeace to the pass of Guzzereddy, leading dircdUy through the 
MjTsore country to the ci^ of that name, and to Seringapatam, in 
«rder to besiege that place* But on the 28th Nover^er^ received 
orders from Messrs. Sadlier and Staunton (Commissioners appointed 
by the sele6b Committee of Madras, to treat of Peace with Tippoo 
J$ultaun), expressly enjoining me to desist from all hostility, and to 
retire within the lines possessed by the Company on the 26th July 
last. In consequence of this order, halted at Coimbatour— dispatched 
Captaui Moody, my Aid-de-Camp, to Madras, to explain the 
jceal^ate of a£&irs in this quarter — to urge Government to allow me 
to proceed towards Seringapatam, and informing them, that the 
army would remain in perfe<9: pacification till farther instru6iions — 
Dispatched Captain Maitland» with the grenadier corps, to Tritchin- 
opoly and Tanjore, by Dindigul, and Mr. Digby, pay-master, to 
Tinnivelly, to complete a sufficiency of stores and conveyance, in 
the event of permission from Government to prosecute the war« 
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Also detached Captain Agnew, and the third Brigade, towards 
Cochin, on (he Malabar coast, for stores and supplies from thence ; 
and the light infantry corps to Daraporam, to form a magazine of 
grain, in the event of orders, to retire within the English lines.— 
Received accounts from Brigadier General Macleod, at Telicherry, 
that Tippoo Sultaun continued to blockade Mangalore ; and that Ge- 
neral Macleod had received orders to relieve the place at all hazards. 

Afterwards received a Letter from Brigadier General Macleod, 
steting, that he had proceeded to Mangalore with part of the 
squadron, and the Malabar army ; and that Tippoo had permitted 
him to throw one month's provisions into Mangalore, from whence 
he returned to Telicherry on the 2d December. 

December 13, received positive injunftions from the Commis- 
sioners to evacuate Palagatcherry, Coimbatour, and the whole 
country conquered by this army since 27th July last — immediately 
made the necessary preparations, and marched towards Dindigul 
on the 30th December^ Ordered the ist battalion to Cochin, to escort 
the stores from thence to Palagatcherry, and dire6ted, that on Aeir 
arrival there, theist, 6th, 19th battalions, and light infantry corps, 
should evacuate the fort, and march to DindiguL 

The countries conquered by the Southern army, during the 
campaign 1783, extend 200 miles^fromthe limits of Tritchbopoly, 
on the east, to Ramgary, thirty miles west of Palagatcherry. — 
Their medium breadth is 150 miles ; and the annual revenue not 
less than 700,0001. 

The forts of strength and consequence that have been reduced, 
by breaching and storming, arc Caroor, Avaracourchy, Dindigul, 
Daraporam (Pandalamcourchy, and Shevigherry, these two belong 
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to the Polygars), Palagatcherry, besides Cbimbatour, the capital of 
the whole country, and many others of inferior considf ration, — 
This traA of conquered country is, in varioua respe(9:s, superior.to 
the Carnatic. Produces abundance of grain and cattle, besides teek 
timber, sandal wood, pepper, and cardamums, in different places ; 
and if retained in the possession of the English,, it would form the 
best barrier against the irruptions of the Mysoreans, by commanding 
an entrance direftly to the capital, Seringapatam, in such a manner, 
that if Tippoo, or his successors, were ever again to invade the Car- 
natic, an English army, from CoiiBbatour, could besiege his metro^ 
polls in thirteen, days. • 

In seven months the Southern army marched 1400 miles; 
dragged a battering train, and besieging stores, nearly across the 
Peninsula, and back again. The troops were more than twelve 
months in arrears, and were kept together without money, convey- 
ance, or provisions, excepting of their own procuring, and lived at 
the expence of the enemy ; so that, while the army in the Carnatic 
exhausted the treasure and resources of Bengal, the existence of the 
Southern army was not felt at the Presidency,, except by the accountSr 
of its acquisitions. 

On the march, ^ist 7 • 

December J 1785. / , 

|[|3» The campaign, 1784, was employed in marching a third" 
time into the enemy's country, to enforce performance of the treaty, 
on the part of Tippoo Sultaun ; ki various distributions of the 
tropps, and in urging arrangements necessary to liquidate the ar-- 
rears due to the army, and to ensure safety and stability to the 
Southern Provinces. . 
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